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CHAPTER I. 

Wb have seen that the emperor Alexander, surprised 
at Wilna amidst his preparations for defence, fled 
from that city with a disunited army which he could 
rally only at a hundred leagues distance, between Wi- 
tepsk and Smolensk Involved necessarily in the pre- 
cipitate retreat made by Barclay, that prince had 
taken refuge at Dryssa, in a camp ill chosen in point 
of situation, and intrenched at extraordinary expense , 
a mere point in space compared with a frontier of such 
vast extent, and which only sensed the purpose of in- 
) dicating to the enemy the intended plan of operations 
Alexander, however, at the sight of this camp, and 
of the Duna, felt relieved from his apprehensions, and 
- j3onsidered himself secure behind that nver It was 
^ there that he first consented to receive an English 
agent , so important was it in his estimation to be 
considered, down to the very latest moment, faithful 
> H VoL. II B 



a urroftT OF KiroLxoK^f 

to his ragtgemuits to France Whether this vu 
rtaHy the rwolt, or only the tpoeanmce, of honoortMe 
feeling itUimpotfible fbrne 0 say hot it is certtin 
that at Fsiris, after the eonteat had terminated in his 
faroor he declared on hU hononr to count Darn 
' that, notwithstanding the charges alleged against 
him hy Napoleon, this had been hh first infr act i on of 
the treaty of nisit. 

He at the same tune pemdued Barclay to disperse 
by his emissaries among the French soldiers and their 
allies those addresses, to indnce them to iw erte from 
their doty which had so nmch exasperated Napoleon 
at Klabokoe effort^ which the French considered as 
contemptible and the alliee as nmessonable. 

In o^er respects the Russian emperor had hy no 
means exhibited himself to hla enm^ as a general 
well aeqoainted with the art of war Ihey fbn&ed 
their opinion of him in this respeet from his haring 
neglect the Berezina, the only natural line of de« 
fence of lithoania from hb eccentric retreat towards 
the north, while the rest of his army fled towards the 
south} and lastly from hb Dicase respecting the re* 
cruits dated from Drytso, which named as rendezTous 
for them sererml towns which were almost immediately 
after taWen possettloa of by the French, Hb depar 
tore also, from the army as soon as it began to 
fight was freely commented opon. 

In the Lithttanla which had been recently acquired, 
erery thing whether in consequence of hurry or from 
design, had been spared in retreating from It the 
produce the honsei and the Inhabitants nothing 
had been extorted or exacted a few only of the 
most powerful of the nobles hod been carried sway 
ihtlr defection would bare been of most dangerous 
example and In the end theb retum more ditD(^t in 
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consequence of their heing more deeply committed, 
they, moreover, constituted hostages. 

In the Lithuania which, for a considerably longer 
period, had been annexed to the empire, where a mild 
administration of government, favours skilfully dis- 
tributed, and longer usage had made the inhabitants 
forget'their former independence, the army had carried 
off with it whatever they had occasion for, whether 
men or supplies Yet, even in this case, it had not 
been deemed expedient or judicious to exaOt, from a 
people of different religion and immature patriotism, 
the burning of their property , and the only levy or- 
dered, consisted of no more than five males out of 
every hundred. 

But m old Russia, where everything concurred m sup- 
port ‘of the power of the state, religion, superstition, 
ignorance, and patriotism, not only had all that had 
been wanted been made to fall back with the army in 
its retreat, but whatever was incapable of being car- 
ried off had been destroyed, and every man who had 
not been taken as a recmit for the regular army was 
converted into a mihtia-man or cossack 
The interior Of the empjre being at that time me- 
naced, it became Moscow to furnish an example That 
capital, justly denominated by the poets, “ Moscow 
with gilded domes,” was an immense and singular 
assemblage of tivo hundred and mnety-five churches, 
and fifteen hundred splendid habitations, together with 
their gardens and offices These palaces, built of 
brick, with the grounds attached to tliem, intermmgled 
with handsome wooden houses, and even with cottages, 
were scattered ovei several square leagues of unequal 
silrface, and were grouped around a lofty, triangular 
palace whose vast and double enclosure comprising 
two dl^^slons and about half a league in circumference, 
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winded om of them tereral piUces and cBorchea, 
and a quantity of uncolliTated and ttony groood 
the other E Tait baxaar a dty of merehjuQtj eihIHt 
ing the opulence of the foot qnarterf of the world. 

The»e bnlldingi ahopa as -wdQ i* pchicej were oil 
covered with poUihed aod coloured plate* of Iron. The 
dinrche* which were each of them aunnoonted by a 
terrace, and by acveral ateeples terminating b glided 
gbbe* the cre ac ent, and finallr the cros* recalled to 
min d the hiatory of the people lliey irpreiented Ada 
and her religion, firtt t^mphant ^en tttbdned, and 
finally the creacent of Mahomet under the dominion 
of the cron of Chriet, 

A aingle runbeam made thU luporb dty glitter 
with a thooaand rarled colour* and the enchanted 
travellerhaltedlnecstacy attheaighL It recalled to hi* 
ml ad the dmllT>g prodlglea with which oriental poet* 
had smuied hi* infancy On entering within It* wall* 
fail niton uhment increased in proportloD to hi* obier 
lation he recognued among the nohles the oinge* 
mannen and preraillnglangoageiof modemBarope 
together with tbe light and eirgunt richnets of it* 
drets. He aaw mth surpiiae the Aalitio luxury and 
pomp of that of it* merchant* and the Grecian 
costume and flowing beard which disUnguUhed tbe 
people Tha same variety »truck him In the edi- 
fice* t yet over all there eecmed mrtwlth*Undlng to 
prevail a tinge of peculiarity an air of *eml dvilita 
tion Jolt inch as Mtucory might be ex pected to exhibit. 

In ibort when he ol^rred the grandeur and mag 
nlficenceof the numerou* palaee*, the iplendour with 
which they were ornamented th* rlchnes* of tbe 
equipage*, the crowd* of devoted slaves and attendatiU 
the brilliancy of tbe public spectacles the Itrely sounds 
and aninull^ bustle which accotupanled tbe festivals 
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galas, and sumptuous assemblies which occurred in 
one umntermitted round, he conceived himself trans- 
ported to a city of kings, a congress of sovereigns, who 
with their various striking manners and splendid re- 
tmues, had assembled from every quarter of the world. 

They were, however, no more than subjects , but 
subjects at once opulent and powerful , grandees prid- 
ing themselves in a nobility of high antiquity, strong 
in their number, their union, and the general family 
connexion and relationship existmg among them, 
formed in the course of the seven centuries’ duration 
of that capital. They were territorial lords, plunung 
themselves on residing m the nudst of their vast do- 
mains , for the land of almost the whole of the go- 
vernment of Moscow belonged to them, and there they 
reigned over a million of serfs In short, they were 
nobles that regarded Moscow with sentiments both of 
patriotic and religious elevation, and leaned with con- 
fidence and complacency upon a city which they deno- 
minated “ the cradle and the tomb of their nobility ” 
Here, m fact, seemed to be the place wheie the 
nobles of most illustrious rank and descent were gene- 
rally bom and educated , hence they appeared to launch 
into the interestmg career of honours and glory , and 
here agam ivas the place to which, whether m satis- 
faction, ^ disgust, or mere disenchantment, on conclud- 
ing their career they naturally again resorted, to 
disclose m confidence their complamts and resentments, 
to enjoy the reputation they had acquired and exert 
its mfluence over the young nobility, and finally, far 
from the seat and the spies of power from which they 
had now nothing further to expect, to recover those 
lofty feelings which had been too long bent or pros- 
trated before the throne 

Here, whether their ambition has been successful or 
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disappointed, In the midst -of their adherents and 
apparently oot -of the raadi of the c o urt they hare 
been In the habit of exercising contidemble freedom 
of language. It fa a piiTilega consecrated as it ^re 
by time, 'which they tenaciously cling to and which 
their aorerelgn respects Being lets courtiers they 
are more dhxens Accordingly their princes gene- 
rally entertain a repognance to nsitlng this rast depot 
of glory and oommerce. In the mMst of nobles whom 
they hare either dl^Toced or disgusted whoare nearly 
bej^d the reach of their power by their age or thefr 
reputation, and whom they feel compelled to humour 
ond numage. 

It was necessity that conducted Alexander to it 
He went thither from I^olotak, pre ceded by his proclt 
tnatiohi and expected by tho nobles and the merchants. 
He appeared there first in on assembly of the whole 
oobDlty Thero erery thii^ rm upoo a scale of 
grandenr the occasioti of the meeting the assembly 
itself, the orator wbo addressed it and the resols 
tlons with which be I n s pir ed hit audience His 
Tolce was Interesting from emotion and os toon ni 
he had concluded hU address one STmultaneons and 
unanimous exclamation burst apparently from erery 
heart on every side were heard the few but ti 
preuire wordi ** Sire ask nil I we offer all I accept 
aUl 

One of the nobles then fanmedlately propoted the rail 
IngofaralUtla,and tfaegifr of one peasant out of every 
twenty fivej In order to constitste it. Bot he mis In 
terrupted by a btmdred voices, cnlUng out “ that the 
country rrqalred more and that they ought to giro 
one serf out of erery ten fully armed equipped and 
prorided with three month** proriiiontl Thfi was 
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an offer from merely the government of Moscow of 
eighty thousand men, and a proportional quantity of 
warlike supplies 

This sacrifice was forthwith voted, without delibe- 
ration, some say even with enthusiasm, and that it was 
executed m the same maimer as long as the danger 
lasted Others have been able to discover in the as- 
sembly’s adoption of what they deem so extravagant 
a proposition nothing but that feeling of submission 
or servility which, in the presence of despotic power, 
swallows up every other. 

They add, that at the breaking up of the sitting, the 
principal nobles were heard complaimng to each other 
of the extravagance of such a grant “ Was the dan- 
ger then so dreadfully urgent"^ Did the Russian 
array, which they had been told amounted to four hun- 
dred thousand men, no longer exist ? If it did, why 
deprive them of such a number of their peasants ' 
The service of this militia, they were told, would be 
but temporary But how could they ever hope for 
their return ' In reality, there would be far greater 
reason to feai it ' Would their serfs, after seeing all 
the violence and irregularities of wai, bring back 
their fomer submission unquestionably not They 
would be found to be imbued with completely new 
feelings and ideas with which they would infect the va- 
rious villages, and would propagate a spirit of mdocility 
which would render command irksome and servitude 
intolerable ’’ 

But whatever may be the truth of this statement, 
the lesolution of the assembly was generous, and 
worthy of so magnanimous a nation The detail is of 
little consequence We know that this is in all cases 
nearly the same , that every thing is seen to disad- 
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Tontage when httpected toq cloeclyt and iri thortt 
that natKms mntt be jadged of bj mauea and general 
reanlta^ 

Alexander then addremd the merchant! bnt with 
ihore breritj He ordered that proclamation to be 
read to them in whidi Kapoleon waa r e pre tented aa 

a.man of perfidy and blood a Moloch who with 
treason in his heart and hononr on hU lip^, came to 
blot ont RcusU from the face of the world.** 

At these worda^ the manly and aangolne coonte* 
nancea of hia whole anditoiy to whom their loi^ 
beards gare an appearance at once Ttmenible Impoa 
ing and almost ferodcatf are aaid to hare been abao* 
lately kindled to firry Their eyes glared. They 
were aelxed with a coomlaion of ngo and their 
writhing anofY their clenched fista> and half ra^ocated 
enraes and gnaihlng teeth erinctd the maddened 
riolaace of their feelings The effect c o rres p onded. 
Their president, who b chosen by thrmstlTci prcited 
himself worthy of his dtoatlon be pat down hb name 
first for fifiy thousand tables That sum comprised 
tvo-thlrds of hb fortune { and be paid It on the fol 
lowing day 

These merdianli are divided into three classes, and 
it was proposed that a certain cootrlbatlon ihoald be 
fixed for each. Dot one of those who were Included 
in the last dass declared that bU potrioUsm would not 
submit to be limited aodat the same moment put him 
self down for a rum far higher than the standard pro« 
posed and the rest to a greater or lest extent, fol 
lowed bb example Their first feelings were dexter 
OTsJylonicd to tctoast. Tierc was trtry thing at 
hand that coold tend to bind them Irrerorably to their 
pledge while they were slfll assembled while each In 
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dividual was operated upon by the contagion of feeling 
which pervades large hodiess and under the excite- 
ment of the presence of the emperor 

This patriotic contribution amounted, it is said, to 
two millions of rubles The other governments re- 
peated, hke echoes, the national cry of Moscow The 
emperor accepted all But all could not be immediately 
produced , and when, in order to complete his work, 
he laid claim to the rest of the promised aid, he was 
obliged to recur to force , the danger which had 
daunted some and animated others being at that time 
removed to a distance 


CHAPTER II. 

In the meantime, Smolensk was soon in possession of 
the enemy. Napoleon was at Wiazma, and terror pre- 
vailed at Moscow , and, although the great battle had 
not yet been lost, the inhabitants were beginning to 
abandon that capital. 

In his proclamations, the governor-general Count 
Rostopchm said to the women, “ that he would not 
detain them , that the less there was of fear, the less 
there would be of danger , but that, with respect to 
their brothers and husbands, they ought to remain, 
and, if they did not, they would cover themselves with 
ignominy ” He then added some encouraging details 
respectmg the forces of the enemy. “ They consisted 
of a hundred and fifty thousand men, who were re- 
duced to eat horse-flesh. The emperor Alexander 
vas^ now coming back to his faithful capital and 
eighty-three thousand Russians, consisting of recruits 
VoL. II. ‘ c 
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mud mtUtim, idth eightj pieced of c«nDot4 were tnmrch* 
ujg towards Borodino, to join Eirtusof " 

Ho coDclnded with obeemng “ If th«e forces are 
not laffiaent, I will tap to jon, mp iloscorite friends 
let ta march also I AVe wQicoliect together ahnndred 
thoosand men, and taldng with m the Image of the bolp 
Tirgin, and a hundred pieces of cannon, we will pot a 
Anal blow to the alEair at once * 

It has been remarked as a completely local tiogtt* 
lantj that the greater niuibcrof these proclamatloct 
were wntten in the style of tbe Bible, and consisted 
ofjipoetic prose. 

At the tame time not &r from Moscow end by the 
orders of Alexander a German artificer was employed 
m constructing an enormoos balk»D. The first desti 
natrao of this adngcd airostat was to skim at no great 
eleratfoD orer the French army single oat its ehieCi 
and destroy him by a shower of iron and fire many 
experiments were made with it, bat all foiled the 
springs of the wings being in erery case broken. 

Bat Boatopchln, preteodli^ toperserere in the plan, 
ordered It Is said the preparation of on Immense 
quantity of fusees and raidoos other rombuttible ms 
terials. Mosrow herself was to be the grand tofemal 
machine whose xxsctanial aod sudden explosion should 
at once blow ap tbe emperor and bU army If Uis 
enemy escaped that danger at least he would no Ion 
ger hare an asylum or resoorces and the horror ex 
dted by so grest a disaster of which it woald bo Tory 
easy sttccessfally to accose bun, as had been the cast 
★Ith respect to the bnming of Smolenik Dorogo- 
booje, Viazma, and Ojatx, would roase the whole of 
Rnsila to rengetnee 

Sach was tbe formidable acheme of this noble de 
aceodant of some of the gTcmtest conquerors of Asia. 
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It was conceived without effort, matured "with care, 
and executed without hesitation. This Russian no- 
bleman has been seen since at Pans He is a man of 
regular habits, a good husband, and an excellent fa- 
ther , he has a superior and cultivated mmd, and is 
mild, affable, and highly attractive in society , but, 
like some of his fellow-citizens, he blends ancient 
energy with modem civilization 

Henceforward his name belongs to history He is, 
however, entitled only to the largest share of the 
honour of this sacrifice The great work had before 
commenced at Smolensk , he completed it. The reso- 
lution, like every thing that is great and entire in it- 
self, was admirable , the motive was sufficient and 
justified by the success ; the self-devotion unprece- 
dented, and so extraordinary, so far beyond the usual 
limits of patnotic zeal, that it becomes the historian to 
pause in order to investigate, comprehend, and reflect 
upon it*. 

A single individual, in the midst of a vast empire 
upon the point of being nearly overthrown, contem- 
plated Its danger with a firm and intrepid eye He 
fully examined and appreciated it, and ventured per- 

* It IS vrcll known that Count Rostopcliin has in writing dis- 
claimed having hod anv share in this great event; but we should 
rather depend upon the statements both of Russians and French- 
men, who Vi ere witnesses and actors in tins grand drama, all of 
whom, without exception, persevere in ascribing the whole 
honour of that disinterested and generous resolution to that no- 
bleman Several of them appear oven to think that Count Ros- 
topcbin,o\ cranimnted bv that magnanimous dc\ otionw hich will 
henceforth render bis name imperishable, declines receiving the 
immortal honour due to this distinguished action, merclj that 
the whole glor\ of it ma^ he ascribed to the patnolisra of the 
nation of which he lias become one of the rcost distinguished 
rlmnmters 

c 8 
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lups witbOTt toy eip re w or eren hnplied cotmnlMkmf 
on the Birfal retponilHhty of drtenniniog for erery 
corporate and indMduallntertft how far they iboold 
be tacnfictd to meet the ei dge ncy Although merely 
a tnbjecti he decided withoot the conient of hie lOTe^ 
reign on the deetiny of the etate j a nobleman hinuelff 
he proQooDced the dettmedon of the palacea of all the 
Boblee withoot prerlonaly obtaining or asking thdr 
pemdsaion protector by the nature of hia ofiSce of a 
numerooa popolatlon of amoltitade of opulent mer- 
chants, of one of the largest capitals of Europe he de- 
TOted to destrucUon all their fortnnes and establish- 
ments end the entire city Itself } he himself ctmunltted 
to the ravages of oonfia^tion the nwst dnlthed and 
splendid of its palaces, and then, with a feeling of tran 
qoillityi grati^tion, and ereo pride reioalned in the 
midst of all these injored, mined, and exasperated 
interests 

'What then coold be the just and adequate motlre 
whidi Inspired him with this ■paring conhdence In 
resolrli^ on the burning of Moseow it was by no 
means bis object to famish the enemy as he bad pre- 
rioosly mnored from that immense dty lu stores of 
prorislons. Neither could it be to deprire the French 
army of shelter as h was impossible to imagine that 
out of eight thoasand booses and churches scattered 
orer so large a space, a sulBdont number would not 
escape the flames to accommodate with lodging a 
hundred and fifty thootand men. 

lie was mo reorer folly aware that by this con 
duct he was altogether failing Id the apparently In 
portant duty of co-operating in what was roocelred to 
be Alexander s plan of the campaign the object of 
which was to draw on and detain ?«apoIeon in the 
country till srinter should surround and deUrcrblm 
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up completely defenceless to tlie "wliole Russian nation 
in arms For tlie flames would unquestionably, it 
nught be inferred, impart some light to tbe conqueror, 
and evidently deprive bis invasion of its object. 'They 
would consequently induce bim to abandon tbe coun 
try while he had time before him to do so, and deter 
mine him to return for winter~quarters to Lithuama, 
a determination which would prepare for Russia a 
second campaign more formidable than the first 
But in this momentous crisis, Rostopchin contem- 
plated two prmcipal dangers , one, menacmg the na- 
tional honour, that of a disgraceful peace extorted 
from the emperor, and dictated at M0S90W , the other, 
a peril rather political than military. He was more 
apprehensive of the enemy’s seductions than of his 
arms, and dreaded revolution more than conquest 
Being determined against entering into any ti eaty, 
the governor foresaw, that, in the midst of that popu- 
lous capital which the Russians themselves denomi- 
nate the oracle and example of the whole empire, 
Napoleon, in order to terminate the contest, would 
have recourse to the weapons of revolutionary war- 
fare, the only ones indeed whicli he would then have 
remaining. It was for these reasons that he decided 
on raising a barrier of flames between that great cap- 
tain and all possible pernicious and fatal weaknesses, 
on whatever side they might be found, whether on the 
part of the throne or tlie nobihty, and more especially 
between a population of serfs and the soldiers of a 
free and independent nation , in short, between these 
soldiers and the mass of artisans, tradesmen, and mer- 
chants, which form in Moscow the elements of an in- 
termediate class, like that for which the French re- 
volution had been accomplished 

Ever)- thing was prepared in silence, v\-ithout the 

0 3 
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tligbtett d ag TM of fotpidon on thb part of tbe inliaHt- 
uts in general the proprietor! of erery description, 
and perbapa of the emperor Tbe nation knew 

nothing about its lacnfidxig lUeli. Tbu is to per- 
fectly tms that, whan the moioent of execution ar- 
nred, we heard the inhabitants who had fed for re- 
foge to the chardiea ezearating with bitterness the 
work of dettmetiom Those who beheld it from a dis- 
tance ertn the wealthiest of the nobles equally de- 
luded with their stares charged it upon ns in short 
those who bad arranged and effected it threw on ns 
all the ignoodoy and horror of it thia declining no 
task of roin br which they coaid render us batefol 
and regardless of the curses of their nctims as long 
as those curses fell not npon themselves but upon ns 

The sUenoe obserred by Alexander left it doahtfol 
whether he approved or blamed this grand determina 
tioa. Ihe part which he took with T eipert to the 
catastrophe is overhung with mystery anHmg the Rui 
lUns themselres they are either Ignorant or silent 
OQ the lab^eet, the natorsleffectof despotism whichcan 
command at its pleasure either igooranev or silence. 

Some of them are of opinion that no nun in the 
whole empire bat the emperor would have loaded 
himself with so terrible a rcspociibnity Ub conduct 
Afterwards disavowed wnhout decidedly disapprov 
log Others Imagine that the scheme contemplated 
fcnH eventually executed was oue of tho causes of 
his withdrawing from the anny and that from a re 
luctanee to being considered as either having prepared 
or juttiffed It, be declined becoming a witness of it. 

^Vlth respect to the general sbandonment of habita 
tatlons beyond Smolensk, it was compulsory as the 
Runtan army always defended them occasioning our 
army td take possesskm of them sword in hand, and 



EXPEDITION TO RUSSIA. 


i5 

jiroclaiming us to tlie "world as monsters of destruc- 
tion 

This emigiation cost the cmintry hut little Thd 
peasants who resided near the high-road soon reached, 
through hy-^aths, some other villages belonging to 
their lords, in which they were well received and 
accommodated 

The desertion of their huts, which were formed of 
trunks of trees laid one over another, whicli a mere 
hatchet was sufficient for erecting, and the whole fur- 
niture of which consisted of a bench, a table, and an 
image, was scarcely any sacrifice on the part of these 
serfs, who possessed no property of their own, who 
did not even belong personally to themselves, and 
"U'ho felt that their masters would piovide for them 
wherever they went, as they were their property, and 
constituted the whole of their revenue 

Besides, these peasants, in taking with them their 
carts, utensils, and cattle, cained oETevery thing , the 
greater part of them being able to provide for them- 
selves lodging, clothing, and every thing else for 
these men are uniformly only in the early stages to 
civilization, and far from having reached that dmsion 
of labour which indicates the extension and considera- 
ble advance of commerce and society 

But in the towns, and moie particularly in the 
great city of Moscow, how was it possible to mduce 
the inhabitants to quit such important and wealthy 
establishments, so many social and individual accom- 
modations, in short, so much moveable and immove- 
able property? Yet the total evacuation of Moscow 
was attended "with no more difficulty than that of the 
smallest nllage In that metropolis, as at Vienna, 
Berlin, and Madrid, the chief of the nobility did not 
liesitate to u ithdraw at our approach , for they appeared 
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to imagine that tiieir rttmahdng vrtmld be tretsoo« 
Bat tbere wu tbis difference frocn the three other 
c&-ea that here, mercbanta, ardaaita labooren, 
tH considered it their datj to retreat, as well as the 
most powerful of the zkoblea« There was do need of 
ccmmaodlng it the Hoaslas population la not toffi 
dentlj enlightened to jndge for itself it has not die* 
crimination enough to perceive nice or even perhaps 
sometunes strong shades of dminctiom The example of 
the nobles was enoagtu A few strangers, remaimog 
In Moscow might hare giren them correct Ideas opon 
the snhject, bat of these some wpre culled, and the rest 
concealed or withdrew themselvts thrtmgh terror 

It wai, moreorer easj to Impress the terrific anti 
dpation of ereiy species of profisnation and pillage on 
the of a people so remote from ertry other 

and who inhabited a dtf vdiich had »o fnipientlj 
been sacked and bamt bj the Tartan. Besides, the 
only object in staying tBl the aninal of an impiooa and 
ferocious enemy woald of coarse be to resist him. It 
was incumbent upon all who, from whatever cause 
were incompetent to this to avoid bis approach with 
horror as they hoped for salrstiOQ both here and ber^ 
after 'Rias did obedience bonoor religion fear all 
Indicate the expediency and eren dnty of their filgbt, 
with every thing ralaable that they coold possibly 
carry with them. 

A fortnight before the Invasion the removal of the 
archive*, the pabUo chests and treasure and the de- 
parture of the noble* and prlnapal merchanU with the 
most valuable of their property pointed out to the rest 
oftheinhabitants what they alnhadtodo. Tbeagentn 
of the gwvtraw who was erndwa to tastew the «va 
caatlon of the city were every day bosily engaged In 
.supennteDdlng this emigratson. 
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On the 3rd of September, aFiencbwotnan, at tbe 
risk of being sacrificed by tbe exasperated Moscovites, 
ventured to quit her place of concealment She wan- 
dered for a long time through large divisions of the 
city, astonished at the solitude in which she found her- 
self, when a distant and mournful sound suddenly 
struck hei with dismay It seemed like the funeral 
requiem of this immense city Motionless she looked 
around her, and saw approaching a vast multitude of 
men and women in deep distress, carrying off "With 
them their little property and their consecrated 
images, and dragging after them their helpless chil- 
dren. Their pnests, loaded with the sacred symbols 
of religion, led the way, invoking heaven in hymns 
of lamentation -which all repeated after them with 
tears. 

This long train of disconsolate emigrants, on reach- 
ing the city gates, passed through vuth the most evi- 
dent reluctance and hesitation They turned to give 
a last parting look, a final adieu to their sacred city ; 
but in a short time their groans and lamentations were 
lost in the immense plains by which it is surrounded 


CHAPTER III. 

Thus in detail, or in masses, did the population of 
Moscow betake itself to flight The roads to Cazan, 
Voladunir, and Jnroslaf, uere covered to the extent 
of forty leagues with fugitives on foot, and several 
uninterrupted rovs of carnages, of cverj' possiJile 
description However, the mea>ures adopted by Ros- 
topcliin, to prevent despondency and preserve order 
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reUioed miDj of Uia In the city tDl tbo 

Utett moment. 

Tliii clrc nmi Umce nmtt also be attributed in some 
de^^ree to the hope wbidi been Inspired by the 
appointment of Cutnaofi to the ftlse intelligence of 
an unpoTtant adrantago gained orar the enemy at 
Borodino and mth respect to the leas opolent of the 
inhabitants, to their reloctance to quit the only hahl 
tition they poaiessed and finally to the {ntnfficleney 
of carriagesf notwithstanding the extraordinary ahnn 
dance of them in that c oon try The immense rtqnbi 
tions of these rrhleh had been made for the army was 
nndoahtedly one canse of the difficulty to trhidi it 
mnit be addod that their v^lolet were generally made 
small end light to adapt them to a sandy soQ and to 
roads rather tracked oat prerions traTelUng than 
Tegrnluly constmeted 

It wn at tlds time that Kntnsof, after being eon* 
qnered at Borodino sent oETdetpetches in erery direc 
tloOf announcing that he bad obtained a Tictory Ue 
deceired m this manner Moacow and Petenb or gb, 
and eren the commanders of the other Roasitn armlet 
themselves. Alexander comnmnlcated the ndstate* 
ment thus made to hlmielA to his allies In the first 
transports of bis joy he was seen hastening to the 
altars liberally bestowing bonoon and ptenniary re* 
wards on the armr and on the fitmily of its com* 
mandtr ordering festivals in short offering thanks* 
giringt to hearem nomlnsting Kntnsof field 

marshall for what in faet was a defeat. 

The R 051 ] am in^ensml affirm that their emperor 
WSJ groesly Imposed upon by this untrue report and 
they itDl endearcFur to aseertain the causes of an an 
dadty which obtained for Kutasof In the first instance 
unbounded fsToan whidi were nercr afterwards 
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witlidrawn, and in the next, as 3s stated, the most for- 
midable menaces which were never put in execution. 

If we may credit some of his country men, who 
might possibly be his enemies, he was influenced to 
this conduct by tv'O motives , in the first place, to 
avoid enfeebhng by unfavourable news that small 
share of energy of character which the Russians ge- 
nerally, although falsely, attributed to Alexander , 
and in the next place, as he made all haste that the 
despatch might reach Petersburgh on his sovereign’s 
birth-day, his object is stated to have been the acqui- 
sition of those rewards of which these anmversaries 
occasion the distribution 

At Moscow, however, the delusion was of short du- 
ration. The report of the destruction of nearly half 
his army arrived almost immediately after the battle 
by that extraordinary power of communication often 
attendant on momentous and eventful decisions of 
fortune, and which as it were occasions them to re- 
verberate from great and enormous distances almost 
at the moment of their actual occurrence The lan- 
guage, however, of the chiefs, who alone were autho- 
rised to utter their sentiments, continued to be lofty 
and menacing, and many of the inhabitants believed 
It and remained , although every succeeding day their 
anxiety became more and more painfuL Almost at 
the same moment they might have been observed tran- 
sported with rage, elated with hope, and overwhelmed 
by consternation. 

It happened that while, under the influence of deep 
agitation, they were prostrating themselves before the 
public altars, or before the images of their saints in 
their private habitations, entertaining no hope of suc- 
cour but from heaven, their ears suddenly caught the 
rounds of shouting and acclamation They instantly 
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roiliod Into the •qoare* and itre«ts to ajcertaln the 
oauae. There, were found mulblode* of people in a 
pnroiyim of tdimration guting with etgemett and 
tnniport upon the ctom of the pnndp*] church A 
Tulture wAi objerred to have entangled himself in the 
chains which supported It, and remained, in conse- 
qnence in a state of tuspensiGm. Thu was hailed at 
a daemve and most cheenng omen "bj a people vhoae 
natural superstition was Increased by the motaentous 
ness of the crisis in which they ware then mrolTed. 
In the same manner as the vulture was Glod going to 
deliver Napoleon Into their hands. 

Rostopohm turned to acconnt all these morrments 
vrfaieh he excited or controDed accordieg u they were 
favoorable or adverse to bis object Among the pn 
aon«TB talcen from the enemy he had selected the moat 
sqoilld and iab«rahle*looldng of the number in 
order to ehow them to the people that from the 
eight of their weekneas they might themselves 
d^re confidence and courage In the mesn time 
he was buiUy occnjded In removing out of Moscow 
every deienptioa of provlsioos to sustain tha van- 
quished ■"ft famish the conquerors Ihis messure he 
could eastty accomplish, as Moscow obtained iCi sup- 
plies in spring and antumn only by water conveyance 
aid in winter by that of aledgee 

He was stall preserving in connexion vrtth some re- 
gleam of hope, the orderso aheolotsJy reqtd 
ilte, particularly in each a great tbandomnent and 
flight, when the w*recks of the disaster of Borodino 
pfeftntcd themselves to notice end commanded Instant 
md, {firdble attentaon. The long convoy of the 
irouflded, their bitter groans of anguish the black 
Hood which bad imbrued and now Uy clotted on thslr 
pjments their opulent and powerful lords mutlUted 
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and overthrown like the meanest in the ranks, these 
circumstances, to a citj-^ winch had been so long ex- 
empted from war, formed a spectacle at once of no- 
velty and consternation Tlie police doubled its usual 
activity, but the tenor it inspired was wholly unable 
effectually to contend against a terror fni greater still 
Rostopchin then again addressed the inhabitants, 
and declared “ that he was going to defend Moscow 
to the last drop of his blood, that he vould grapple 
with the enemy in the streets , that the courts of jus- 
tice were already closed, which, howevei, was of little 
consequence, as they were by no means necessary in 
order to bring malefactois to justice ” He then added 
“ that within tu'o daj'S he w'ould give the signal ” He 
recommended them to arm themselves inth axes, and 
especially with thrce-prongcd forks, ‘^as aFienchman 
was no heavier than a sheaf of corn ” With respect 
to the wounded, “ he was going,” he obsen'ed, “ to 
order masses to be said for them, and tlie water to be 
blessed, in order to bring about a speedy cure On 
the morrow,” he added, “ he w'as going to Kutusof to 
decide on the last measures to be taken for exterminat- 
ing their enemies, after wdiich,” said he, “we will 
send these guests to the devil, and having despatched 
their souls out of their bodies, will set to workwath 
heart and hand to pound the miscreants to dust ” 

In fact, Kitusof had not despaired of the salvation 
of liiscountr}’ After having made use of the militia 
during the battle of Borodino to serve out ammunition 
and carry off the wounded, he had just formed out of 
tliem the third rank of his aim) At Mojaisk, the 
firm and intrepid appearance which he assumed, ob- 
tained for him time to infuse order into his retreat, 
and to select the least injured from the mass of his 
wounded, abandoning those deemed incurabie to eni- 
VuD 1 1 i> 
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htmm the enemy a anny wi* the cere of them. 
Farther on *t Zelkowo, the inrpetnoeity of Mont j 
recelTod a check. At length on the lath of Septem- 
ber Moeco7 law the fires of RnmjLc hrrooscs. 

There the eendment of national pride an admirable 
pofltion end the ciponaiTe and jndidooa lahonra by 
which it had been {mprored onited in impreasing the 
conoloaiont that the commander waj resolrad to aave 
the capital or pemfa In the attempt He nerertheJew 
heahi^ted and whetbarthrot^h policy or prndence, be 
terminated hia mdedtlon bylcaring the goremar of 
Moecow under the foil burden of responalbiUty 
The Rmrian army in thb potitloD of Fili in ad 
Taneoof Moscow compriaed ninety thoueanii men* of 
whom alx tbonaand were Coesacks abcty-fiTc thocaand 
veteran troops aho remained oat of the hondrtd and 
twenty-one thonaand pment at the Mosqoa, and 
t we nty tbooaand recraita, half of them amed with 
xnoaketi and bdf with piVes 

The French army wMdi waj a hundred and thirty 
thoatimd rtrocg on the ere of the great battle, had 
lost aboQt forty thooaand at Borodino there remained 
of coorae ninety thousand Some regimenU of re- 
crulta, and the dlrlabos Ijiborde and Fino had jott 
united with it it was, therefore, atill nearly a hun 
dred thonsand atrong when it arrived m front of Mos- 
cow Iti march was icopededbyslx hundred and leren 
pieces of cannon, two thousand fire hundred artillery 
waggons, ■rul fire thousand baggage-waggons it hod 
only emnumltion sufiicieot for one day s fighting Per- 
haps Kntnsof compared bU real rather than bis nume- 
rical strei^rth with oun It is however impoulble or 
this subject to go beyond conjecture, for he assigned 
no TOOtlTes for hU retreat but portly military ones 
It is certain that the old general deceived the 
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veinor to the last moment. “ He had even sworn, 
by his grey hairs, that he would perish with him before 
Moscow,” when Rostopchin vas suddenly apprized 
that in the night it had been resolved in the camp, at 
a council of war, to abandon the capital vuthout fight- 
ing 

At this intelligence the governor was extremely 
exasperated, but remained nevertheless firm to his 
purpose Time pressed, and not a moment was to be 
lost No attempts were any longer made to conceal 
from Moscow the fate destined for it , the small re- 
mainder of the inhabitants made such attempts appear 
not worth mahing Besides, it was necessary to ui^e 
them to seek safety by flight 

At night, therefore, emissaries were employed to 
Imock at every door and announce the burning Light- 
ed fusees were tlirovn into every favourable opening, 
and especially into the shops covered mth iron belong- 
ing to the merchants’ quarter. The pumps were car- 
ried nwav, desolation mounted to its highest point, 
and Cl cry individual, according to his constitution and 
character, appeared agitated by anxiety or quickened 
to decision. Tlic greater number collected in groups 
in the squares, crowding, questioning, and mutually 
peeking counsel and information from each other; 
manj wandered about as if mtliout aim or object, 
some deprived of their senses by terror, others m a 
state of fiinons exasperation at length the armv, the 
last hope of the people, u as abandoning them, it nas 
beginning to pass through the city , and in its retreat 
VOS hum me: along mth it the still numerous remains 
of the jiopiil.itioii 

It jnssod through the Kolomna gate, surrounded bv 
an immense multitude of women, children, and old 
men, in a state of despair 'J'he fields were covered 
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frith them they fled In tU dlrectiorts wlrmy every 
by road and ]^all^ acroM the fieldi, Trithont any ric- 
tuali loaded with inch of their effect! ai in the height 
of their dittreia they conld uwet conTenlently lay hold 
of Some were ohierved who^ for want of hone* 
hamweed themielTef to their carta, and thui drew the 
yonngett of their children, a rick wife, a worn down 
and ilnldng parent or whatever they regarded aa of 
peculiar valoe The wooda aerred them for ihelter 
and they inbriated open the pity and generority of 
their conntrynieiL 

On that day the aad drama waa rioted by a tre- 
mendona cataatrophe The last di^ of Motcow had 
arrired, and Roatopchm collected together all those 
whom he had been able to retain end aim> Tlie pri- 
aona were thrown <q>en A squalid and disgnatlng 
crowd ianed tnmnltnonily from these manriona of de* 
•pair Ihey perared in a tranaport of ferocioni joy 
into the ftreeta. Two indiridoala a Roaaian and a 
Frenchman, the one teensed of treason, tbe other of 
tome political imprudence, were dragged riolently 
from the midst of this horde of offenders and hnr 
ried away before Roatopchin. He reproached the 
Rntalan with his treason. 

Tbe perton accused waa tbe ion of a merchant He 
had bcCT apprehended In the act of itimog np the 
people to revolt The most alarming part of the case 
wai bla having been discovered to be a member of a 
Sect of Qennan tZhesuMfi, who were denominated Mar« 
tlniata, an asaodatian of auperatHloua iodvpcodenta. 
Hli audacity bad not deserted him even in dialna. It 
waa feared for a moment that the epMt of equality 
had penetrated even into Roatk. However be did not 
implicate any as accompllcet. 

At thh critical moment, the kther of the prisoner 
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\\ nl) c '■ nsrt ' t 'InOa't d to Hi'] 'u thi t't i }'< !ti»rror 
T)i*' x'i tin f(ir t'Xt ( iH'o;) TmMtiOiajtpr 

xirtnn xm*; ftn.tl In n u'n Itm r* rr, N’lnt 

^\ tided b. '■ \ h-iil n» ft)’, I’J * irtr«l) 

u ouiitUi! ; < ji'l {•'n* Ou) tho nrrml oJ tin I'n ii* )t ii'tjO t 
ln\t' Inin if t’lr 'itroi in'lni^' ‘jnr! hnd 

ro* <3 5)1*'’ 111' ‘t’il f.irxuril Tm inrnnd 

miillJ'! (It lirjt'd o <r llo l>irr}i.p(, rinltd jti npin 
Inn, ri ■’ m n iron 1 nt tore j on limit n nmlt 
The IVt *)' limrn in tin. jrr*.n tin t n n •'im d nOnu-t 
jtctnfii d w ith ii rror,\ hen Ut>'t')]>t lin at lrfi"ili tnr nntj 
too.ardt him tntd, “ As fur % mi, oho rrt li nmlininn, 
it vn*! natiinl for \mi to d< '•l•■c t!u* nrrml of the 
Fnncli, xoii nre therefort dot d , fnr^tt not, 
Iionc\t'r, to fell \our fonntnnu'H thut nii'M i lind 
onlj one traitor, uho ha- met \uili hn dfct rf- " Tht n 
nddrc-'ino the igiim int .and hrutftl mhhlciirotmd him, 
httnlltd them tlit children of IlmM.i, .and recom- 
mended It to them to e''jfj.n’e tin ir olTtncei h) 
their countn He at lerif^th left, mid ona nhnost the 
lasttolcaae lliat utifurlunalc imd do\otcd city» oiid 
rejoined tlic Idu->>i,in army 

The great city of Mo-cow, from that moment, ho- 
longcd neither to the Ilussinns nor tlio Frenrli, hut to 
the banditti of malefactors avlio^e Molcncc pnhmittcd 
only to the control of some ofiicers and ^old!crs of 
Tiohcc They ivcre organised , each had lus po^t aa- 
Bigned him; and they then dispersed ctcry man to his 

D 3 
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i totion , tHit the pflltg* derwtitloo, and Iramir^ 
wnght break ont in etery part at once. 


CHAPTER rv 

Ox the tame daj, the )4th of September Kapolecoif 
coDYUiced at length that Kntntof had not thrown Mm 
telf upon hn right flank, rejomed hij adraoced gnard4 
He XDOunted hia horae a few leagoea from Moacow 
He marched ilowly and mrcnmtpectly ordered the 
TTDodt and rUTinea to be aoondcd before him, and the 
romroit of erery height to be ascended, in order to 
ditccrer the enemy's am^ A battle wu expected 
the groond was faroarable for It, the works had been 
marked oot but erery thing had been abandoned, and 
not the alightast re^sUnce wu to be met with. 

At length the last hedght that had remained to be 
passed orer was gained it borders upon hloscow 
and commands it it is called the “ Mount of Balra- 
tion " because firom the top of it, at the sight of their 
holy city the Inhahltants make the sign of the crota 
and prostrate-tbemsalTea on the ground. Our light 
troops soon gained the sammit. It was two o clock 
and the great dty was glittering with a thcmaad co- 
krars In the sun. Struck with astonishment at the 
spectacle they halted and exclaimed in admiration, 

Moscow I Moscow r AU then qukkened their 
march and at length ran forward in disorder till at 
last the whole army clapjdpg their hands, repeated 
the exclaioatloD ** Mo sc ow* htoscowl'* in a trans- 
port of joy as manners cry **laodJ land I at the 
eod of along and dangerooeroyage. 

At the fight of this golden city this brilliant clasp 
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r>f n«mpr nrtl A*-)", t1iJ< rmiU •'.(ui^, x.liff'’ 

the liiNtin , tJir niu! i) < nrt’^ i>( tlir tu<> f)u> 'f 

tJjXKU'U'i of jin' \v »rl<l mr-rt i'll t!trr« or Inlt'-il 
With fnl}i) 4 ' of «' inlftOj'Htn <’ pihI |>r«iui| clrvi?,oii 
Wl nt n iliv of rlon J 'x) nt Km nrn\r>l* Htnv u tu- 
mlh, nnil unirrti nrer'^^nnU, wotilil M o)ji'>!!tutr sJiO 
nio'l roctilli rt.o j of oiir V'ho'.r h\r'<! W't* 

felt tlint Oif- l)\K Jiioii’t III irhi n nU oif r'*ni'* i 
■ooiild con'nnjifl l}ir tiMrnliou «tf l5 rn<{t>7H‘>lirtl iforlil, 
end llmt tin' Ifi';: ui5j»^‘rl3nl of our n.o\f 'iirnti ivonld 
now liecomc ir.nlimh forhi'-ion. 

Over tli:< mnn ii-ir mid »nip>^'’ m;: ihnm* con* 
cei\id oiir^cUf- inouni; in '•j*i<-ntliil j.roi<‘'*tion ntiiicl»t 
the nrrlnin-'lioii*- of • tirmni'dinj^ ii'il.oii'- , r.nd, oKtvd 
nt the I'on'-r.o of ni'inr onr own fal n^r 

hiq;hcr in fame tlmn nil whnh Iml jmcculed n, wu 
Mcwctlu with iinnt art'll through our gnituli ur, 
nnd sjileiulid in our glon . 

On o'lr reluni, iin event nlrc'nU «f> iiinrereh dr- 
fired, with what even rc«-j)crlfiil nnd ih'feri nil il ni- 
tcntion, with what nh'^olnic cnthu'-i.i'ini should wc he 
received by our wives, our fellow -ciiirrnv, nnd onr 
fathers For the remninder of our lives wt shoiihl he 
considered ns select nnd superior hung'* whom they 
would behold only v ith lustoni’-haunt, nnd Itslen to 
only wnth intense curiosiu and admiration They 
would hasten to meet us on our pnssnpt, nnd would 
hail wnlh welcome nnd rapture our slighlC'-t observa- 
tions This miraculous conquest would surround ut 
with a halo of glory, nnd henceforward the very 
element m which v.c breathed would he deemed to be 
impregnated with an air of prodigies nnd marvels 
And even when these lofty ideas gave place to 
more subdued nnd moderate sentiments, w c observed 
that here was m reality the tcrmhmUon which 
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had be«n promired lo oor Uboor* that her® at 
Ust we oogbt to atop at we coold do longer be ear- 
pute<I by oareelrea after an expetbuon equally worthy 
of odmiratkm with that of Egypt^ and which roccm 
folly nralled all the celebrated and nccesdiil inva 
tioni of antiquity 

At this moment of eleratkm all dangers and tof 
feiiogs were forgotten. It seemed iropoaslble to por 
diaae at too dear a rate the dUtingtnihed the splen 
did satiffaction of being able to aay for the remainder 
of bfe I belonged to the army of Moacow ** 

And aiQcerely my friends eren now In the nddat 
of onr IramHiatlon and altbongh that homiliatlon moat 
be dated from that fatal oi^ this lofty and Intereetlng 
conadoxiintM has rlrtne anfflclent to Inspire os with 
consolation and Uft np again the heeds that bare been 
so serenly bowed down by nu for t on e 1 

Napoloon himself had hastooed t^rwards to the 
new He stopped In endent transport en exclama 
Uo 1 of self'gratnlatlon fell from his Ups From the day 
of the great battle the marshals tmder feelings of 
tome alienation bad kept aloof bat at the sight of rap- 
tire Moscow on the mtolllgenc© of the arriral of a 
flag of trace ttroch with sneh an important rCTalt> and 
intoncnted with the entbnsinsm of gbry they forgot 
all their relations end cotuplalnts They were seen 
f j -n tp i U ng round the emperor with delight, paying h(^ 
mage to his success and already strongly tempted to 
ascribe to the foresight of his geains the little tronUo 
and core he had shown to eompiote bis rictory on the 
17th 

Bat in the ralnd of Nspoleon the first harst of feel 
fng was nerer of looff dantloa He had too inaof 
important cooeenli to dwell npon to gire Mnuelf up 
long to bis sensations Ills first exelamalloQ wo 
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“ Thcff* n{ It"', t'lriu >•■ {Jn! fniim i* n'.) '* Ami hi"' 

•‘fCXlld, “ It UT*)l^‘h tlJM 

III-* mt', non nit^-nth fi\c 1 n{*on tlmt njnt'il, c\- 

prc''‘('il no!Vi.n,r Vui rimr <!< nmnimtl timt 
})c 'im in llrt tin vhoV rmjnrc TJu»"f 

■innlU rncUKrtl iho v I oV of I i< Jtojh |n ^irr, llir i x- 
of tlir ntid niim«»r* U j'turv , nml n* ror<l- 
in?il} !!!■* nnlt-nt lo^l ♦ rf tlinrtdl t>in<l »"< nrrinir" 
When, then, noiihl tlnt'r nnt*-*^ oj»rn ? Wjirn phu'thl 
lhe\ «lH' the riejit)t'*t!oji '»}>jiro';i hnu'. n!i*ih m** tolnj 
nt In*? feci ntnlth, tt» ]n|MjHt!«)'5, 1 '“ jfiftte, timl 
the prinoipi! of the nohjlitv 'Jhin, tlmui* 

tcrpri'e nhjrh he hnfl »o n^hlv jj), henij; 

brought by hn nml-rit\ to ••o n t< rn)wnlion, 

would be deemed tin re'tilt of profound i oit>b)tntiun ; 
his imprudence voubl In-con't p« iniM , nnd his \h tor)* 
of the Mo'^qiin, inrninplt te ns it hnd b'fii, voiild hi 
con^^idered the mo«it hnlhnnt « xphnt of Ins nrni'< TJm*i 
ever} thing- which mipht hate tiirnrd to Ins niiii would 
contnbntc to Ini glorr , ihiidni woiihl deride wlitllmr 
he should be regarded nvihe pre'’ti >•{ or tin r.ehest of 
men , It was, in ihort, nda\ in uhuh he ihoiild either 
ha\c erected for himself an altar, or jjrcparcd liis 
grave 

In the moan lime lie began to eiitirtain a fi cling of 
uneasiness Alroadv, both on lin left and on Jus 
right, he saw the hostile titv nltarktd l>y IVincc 
Eugene *ind Ponintovvski, nnd m front Murat hnd 
reached the suburbs, vtt there was not tlie slightest 
appearance of the deputation There had been no ar- 
rival from It but that of an ofllcer from Milorndow itch, 
vvlio had been sent to announce tlint that general w ould 
set fire to the citj, if his rear-guard were not allowed 
time to evacuate it 

^ Napoleon readily granted ever}' thing. The fore- 
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most troopt of the two tnxues were for a few instanli 
IntemingleiL Mxu^waarccogclted bytheCoaeack* 
•whcmmihngin their manner the famlbarityofputoral 
life -with the eipreaaiveneft peculiar to the natiree of 
the aouthem clrmatea, crowded around him with 
oagenieaa, and bj their geaturea and exclamationa 
extolled hit bravery and intoxicated him with their 
ad inir a tk i u The king took the watchea of hiiofSccra 
to distribute among thcae atiU barbertm wamort. 
One of them denominated him bu krttmcM, 

Marat waa for a moment tempted to bebere that 
among these officers be ahould fed a new htaieppa 
or that he should bhmelf become one be imagined 
that he had gamed tbelr attacbmenti and wod thra to 
hii purpose This short anmstjce fed the hopes of 
Napoleon so greatly tn Ua actual circuaitancet, 
did he feel the neceoiCy of eelfMlelQ^aB. It amuied 
him for the space of tiro houn 

In the mean time the day wu DOirpasaiug away 
and Moscow remaJned sad eilent, and^ as it were, Ufe« 
les*< The emperor’s anxiety increased the impa 
tience of the soldiers became more difficult to be coo* 
trolled A few officers penetrated within its wnlls. 

Moscow was deserted 1 

At this inteUigCDce which be repelled rrith eons! 
derahle irritation, Napoleon dewnded the Mount of 
Balration and advanced towards Moscow and the Do* 
rogomOow gate. He stopped again at the entranceof 
this barrier but perfectly In tsJd. Murat urged him 
to go forward. “ 'W’dl said he eater then since 
they wGl bore it so." He recommended the obier 
ranee of the strictest discfpftoei be stfii efterisbed 
hopes “ Perhaps " said he ** the Inhabirenl^ do not 
exactly know the way to surrender j for here crery 
thing Ii new they to ut, and wt to them." 
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TJitn. liowrvor, rrj or!' 1 m cam !o {!< ( 1 i n : tnl nil 
pf t)*r"0 coirrult tl <,i't‘ iVf !U ^11 ' :t vO f> li'i'l I’ffij 
rc'^uU r n! \cJiU»rM! to quit t'i«- ‘'Alunim 

uliicS t3u\ li'tl for ^onif <ln\ •. c-ono'' Ur<l tlu niU-lAr’i to 
rvoul tho flirt of tlir niid lit {iKn tl < f.itnl 

intclnc^iiu' tt '< ro'ifsnurjl 7 hi t inj f ro” tiHnl for 
Dnni, ami *tu 1 aloml, " M'» ro"' <lr'fr'> 4 ’ a mo^t uo- 

life’s rtim' m*.'* « ntrr j! •'lul n I ( rt'on tlir fnct 

Go nri'l hniifr f't for*’ me tin I'TO”*" " Hi lomrnc'l 
tint tlu nun. tu tlm o\> tin irt i>f tin tr j'rnli' or the 
atrilntion (if tlmr ti rrnr, tt. n rlin'jij.j’’ li .i u lou')^ to 

tlirir iirf It ( Iio.im i , am'.nltl i»'i(:li Intlu rlo hi i’r<-ir(*i 
Ind alu T\ ^ bt I n {iron. {'‘It {t I'lfu ti In th<* • t)Ii(ni''^io’n 
of tho trmjni'lu tl, lit in'i’inli u in Jim im'ntii < to <o;i- 
cilintc till jr ronftdciKo rml ntitu ijntt tbii" riijini'i. 

Hots iiKloctl (li<l It rt'crn f<o-')blc Jo mnn itr tlmt ‘‘o 
manj fumiitiio’n ]nlnct», in<l <|>Umliil li mjilt ■ , atirl 
ttcaUliv factorit'i, '■limiM bo nlnnilonnl bv tin tr ou ncrii 
III c the inninblc huts tt hicli tin v had {•,'”'0 d on their 
march Daru had now rotunn d, Imvinp failod in hit 
ohicct Not n 'iiiipic Mii'cosiic ua*' to be im l tilth • 
no imol c was 'ccn.nccndiin^f from tlx nieam 't hearth , 
nor teas the nlightt*'! tione to lie heard throughout 
that populous .ttid extensile citv, its tlirte hundred 
ihouxnnd inhabitants Tcniing nllduinh ind niotionlob 
as b} enchantment Tlicre tins the fiikiicc of lire 
desert 

Snell, hottever, tvas the tcnacioiiEiicss of Najioloon, 
that he still persisted and tt.utcd At last an officer, 
determined on pleading, or from a persuasion that 
ctert’ thing tthich the emperor desired ought to ho 
performed, entered the cit\, and seized upon fitc or six 
tagnhonds, tthom he drotc before his horse to the spot 
iiherc the emperor ivns, concen ing that he had brought 
a deputation. At the first reply made hy these 
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WTetdied b«jn^ Napoleon perrcifed tliai he had be- 
fore hnn only a few Igrioraot laboarera. 

Then it waa that he ceaaod to donbt about the entire 
oracaation of Moicow and completely lort the hope 
which he had rested on that aty He raised his ahoul 
dera, and with that air of acorn which he waa accus- 
tomed to eaprcaa for ererj-thing which thwarted or 
oppoeedhii wishes he exclaimed ** Ahl the Knaslani 
are aa yet little aware what effect the capture of their 
ca|Btal will hare apon them.** 


CHAPTER V 

McaiT with hia long and close colomn of caralry laO 
entered Moscow for more than an boor They peiie- 
trated into that gigantic body and found it u yet unht- 
jored but Inanunate. Stmdc with lurprlae at the Im 
mente aolitirde they responded to the silence of this 
modern Thebes by a taoitandty eqaally impresiire 
With aspeciesof secret and perhaps rope nititiona horror 
these hrare men listened to the sounds of their hemes 
feet re-echoed from the walls of the deserted poUcea 
They were astonished in the midst of such mtmmmt 
hahhatkms -of man to bear noiblng but themselres. 
No one thought for a moment of stopping or of plun 
dertng either from a doe feeling of appreiensirr 
cantl^ or beouae great and polished natlcmi when 
111 possetskra of the cspitals of their enemies those 
centres, not mensly of opulence hot of ciTiliaatioii 
are proud of showing by the c o r r e ct ces s and eootnd 
of their demeanour that they hare a proper respect 
for themselTes 

In their allcnt adrince they obserrtd with attention 
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tWs poirerful and celebrated city, a city which must 
have commanded no little notice even had it been sur- 
rounded by a territory rich and populous, but was far 
more surprising ivitb nothing round it but such de- 
serts It resembled a verdant and brilliant Oasis 
They had at first been stnick by the sudden appear- 
ance of so many magmficent palaces. But these they 
now noticed to be intermingled with cottages or even 
huts, a circumstance which imphed the absence of a 
natural and happy gradation of society, and that 
luxury did not there follow but precede mdustry, 
while in the ordinary course of things it ivould be only 
a more or less necessary consequence of it 

Here more particularly prevailed and domineered 
that inequahty which is the bane of human society i 
which produces pnde in some, debasement in others, 
and corruption in alU And yet the generous abandon- 
ment of all this grandeur and accommodation proved 
that this luxury, excessive as it was, although not yet 
■able to supply its own demands, and obliged tb depend 
on other countries for its gratifications, had by no 
means destroyed the energy and magnanimity of the 
Russian nohility 

They thus advanced through the city, sometimes 
under the influence of surprise, sometimes of pity, 
and more frequently under that of a noble enthusiasm. 
Many adverted to the records of great conquests trans- 
mitted down to ns by history , but the effect and the 
mtention were to feed our self-complacency, and not 
to excite our. circumspection, for no one admitted for 
a moment that there could be the slightest room for 
comparison ; ,the conquerors of antiquity were at an 
almost mfinite distance behind us We experienced, 
m fact, an elevation of feeling arismg from a source 
w'bich IS the next m value to virtue, that is from glory.i 
Vox,. 11 . E 
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Then snctseeded a feeling oi melanclioly, which pet- 
hapa wu a natural comeqnence of ezhanatkm hy a 
«ene* of endi new and p o wer fu l aantatkinf, or might 
he the effect of that inmlated poeltion in which we 
ow found ooraelvea, anting from an extraordinary 
levitiom and from the raat Ttdd in which we wero 
anderlng from whldt* aa from aome exalted phma 
cle, we contaisplated that boundleesnea and in^tnde 
in which onr feeble Indiridoalltj felt lo«t for in pro- 
portion to the height of the aecent the horizon en- 
argee, and homan littlenen becozoee nure hnpreaairely 
haerrahle. 

In the midft of these meditations and feelings, on 
a sadden the fire of ^rneH arms attracted all onr at 
tentlom The cnlomn halted. Its hindnxist horses 
still corered the plain. Its centre was passing throogh 
and inrolred In otte of the longest streets of the dty 
Its head waa near the Kremlhi. The gates of that 
citadel appeared to be chMed hat frnm within Its in 
closnre Isiaed the most savage yells, and a few men 
and women of most dkgnsting and vUlanoni aspect 
were obserred fully aimed opco It* walls. They 
were in a state of beastly intoxication, and uttered 
the most horrid Impreeatioas. Marat sent them met 
cages of peace, bat withoot the least effect and It 
became necessary to force the gates with cannon. 

We penetrated Into the place and into the midst a 
these sqnaUd and ferocious miscreants, pertly with 
their permission and partly by force One of them 
toshed towards the Wng a^ endearoared to kill one 
of his officers. We thought It sufficient to disarm 
him hut ho again flew at hit Intended rletlm, threw 
him on the ground eDdemTourlng to suffocate him, and, 
when he found his arms seized and confiaed strore to 
tear him to pieces with his teeth. These were the 
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only ^^oscovltes who had waited for our coming, and 
who seemed to have been left as a savage pledge and 
Sample of the national antipathy against us 

It was, however, easily and clearly ohservahle that 
this patnotic fiiry W’as by no means as yet umversal 
Five hundred recrmts who bad been forgotten and 
left behind in the Kremlin, saw this scene without any 
apparent emotion, and dispersed at the first summons 
A little further we overtook a convoy of provisions, 
the escort of which immediately laid down their arms. 
Several thousands of stragglers and deserters remamed 
wiUingly in the power of our advanced guard The 
advanced guard left the duty of collecting and dispos- 
ing of them to the corps which marched next to it, that 
corps devolved it on the following, and so on in succes- 
sion , so that in fact they continued free in the very 
midst of us till the burning and pillage of the city 
pointed out their duty to them, and rallied them under 
one bitter and overpowering hatred, m which state 
they departed to join Kutusof 

Murat, who had been detained by the Kremlin 
only for a few moments, dispersed this mob, whom he 
looked down upon with contempt. Ardent and mde- 
fatigable, as he had before shown himself m Italy and 
in Egypt, after passing over nme hundred leagues and 
engaging in sixty battles to reach Moscow, he passed 
through that splendid city without condescending to 
halt in it , and, m eager pursuit of the Russian rear- 
guard, confidently, and without a moment’s hesitation, 
dashed into the Toad to Voladimir and Asia. 

Several thousand cossacks with four pieces of cann 
non w'ere retreating m that direction. The armistice 
Ceased there Murat, fatigued by this peace of merely 
^alf a day’s duration, immediately ordered the termi* 
nation of it to be announced by a discharge of carbmes. 

£ 2 



Sd HUToir or juroLXoii^t 

Bnt onr bortemen believed the ^rer to be at tn end j 
lloecow teemed to thorn the termination of it| the 
advanced poeti of both emplret felt a repugnance to 
tie renewal of bottnitiet A nevr order Tvat tent, 
and the tame relactance vru manifestetL At length 
Marat} highlj irritated, gave the c c mH a»d In pertoUf 
and the flairn of war with which he appeared to 
threaten Ada, bat idiich were deetined to be tub- 
doed on the banka of the Seine recommenced their 
ravaget 


CHAPTER VT 

Nanucow did not enter Miecow before night He 
atopped at one of the fint hontat in the Dor^milow 
nbcrb It wia there that he appointed marthd Ma> 
tier gorernor of thatcapitaL ** Ahore an,* nid he, 
** no pQlage Tour head ahall be retponalble (or It 
l>efend Moteow againit fricndt aa weH at enemlet.^ 
The n%bt waa a meltncholf one, unfaToninhle re- 
porta coixdng in in rapid tnceetilon. Some Fr onehm eq 
who had been reildent In tbe countrf and even an 
officer of the polka, anooonced the intended bomlng 
3he officer commnnkated tbe detalit of the prepara 
tk"* for it Tbe emperor aonght for repote in vain 
Be called for his attendants every moment, and made 
them repent what they had beard relating to the oml- 
Bont intelligence Howerer be had intrenched himself, 
ainsoal In incredality when, at about two o clock, 
ha was apprised that tbe flames had broken oat 

It waa at the palace or exthange la 

the centre of the city aod b the most opoleot quar- 
ter of It He immediately fare orders and despatched 
xaetsages great rapidity As soem u dajUght 
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Appeared he hastened to the city himself, and severely 
menaced the young guard and Mortier. The marshal 
showed him houses covered ivith iron roofs , they were 
all closely shut up, still without any indication of vio- 
lence or an attempt to break into them * yet a black 
smoke was already issuing firom them. Napoleon 
entered the Kremlin thoughtful and melancholy. 

At sight of this palace, at once of Gothic and mo- 
dem architecture, of the Romanofs and Runes, of 
their still extant throne, of the cross of the great 
Ivan, and of the most beautiful part of the city of 
which the Kremlin commands a view, and which the 
.flames, still confined to the bazaar, appeared incbned 
to respect, his first hopes revived. His ambition was 
gratified by this conquest He was heard to say, “ I 
am at length then m Moscow ’ in the ancient city of 
the Czars in the Bjremlm ” He examined all the 
details with eager curiosity and a lofty feeling of com- 
placency. 

He ordered, however, a return to be made out of 
all the resources which the city contained , and in this 
short moment, full of animation and hope, he wrote a 
pacific overture to the emperor Alexander. An ofiicer 
of rank belonging to the enemy had just been dis- 
covered in the great hospital, and he was chaiged 
with the delivery of the letter. Napoleon finished it, 
and the Russian departed with it, by the ominous bght 
of the flames from the bazaar The officer was to 
communicate news of this disaster to his sovereign, 
whose only answer was the fire itself. 

Daylight was favourable to the exertions of the duke 
of Treviso, who was enabled to check the flames The 
incendiaries kept themselves so well concealed that 
their existence was much doubted. At length severe 

E 3 
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r«giil*tioiu were Iftued* order wm Te-efttbHiljed^ tnd 
opprebernicm nupcnded ead crmy one proceeded to 
t»te poeeeesion of fome conrenlrat hoiue or mmptncna 
ptleco, oipectm^ to find in it the foil »nd heppy ac- 
commodation which he had eiamed by anoh loi^ w-rw^ 
exceariro ptfratfoni 

Two officen had taken op their quartan in one of 
the baOdingi of the Kremlin from which they had a 
commanding view both of the northcm *nd we t tern 
parts of the city About midnight they were awak- 
ened by an overpowering %ht They instantly looked 
OQt and taw palaces la ilamee which after eaThlhltii^ 
all their striking and elegant architect ur e hi the fullest 
blaxe in a short period conrerted them into mina. 
Tb«7ohaer7edthatthetrfnd,beli^ln theuonh, drore 
the fismes directly upon the KmoUn, and felt the 
utmost alarm for that vast endoanre of boMlogs wbrre 
the choicest troops of the am^ and their concmiader 
were reposing They were likewise ^iptehuudve ire- 
specting all the adjoining bousest in whi^ our soldiers 
attendants and horses > after all thrir great fatigoes 
awii a fell evening’s repast were It could not be 
doubted all luuk lu profound sleep. Already tho 
jvpwtln g flakes and brands began to be driren towards 
tho roofs of the f&cmim, when the wind suddenly 
i4<«ng feg from north to west impelled them in a dlffe 
rent directhm- 

One of the officers now aathhed of the security of 
his own corps d'amec again fell asleep, obeerring 
** I«et others look to h now j we are safe.'' Fbr such 
was the careless n e ss produced by the multlplldty of 
events and calamities which bad almost worn down 
and overpowered nature and such the selfishness 
in«frcHae«estlTe&riguettBd misery, that icajctly 
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any individual retained moie than that portion of 
Strength and feeling ivhich was indispensable to his 
own use and preservation 

However, they were again awakened by a new and 
more vivid burst of bght, and observed other flames 
rismg in a totally different direction, which the 
changed wind was now urging towards the Kremlin , 
and they began to curse French carelessness and want 
of disciplme, to which they imputed the disaster. But 
three times the wind changed in the same manner 
"from north to west, and three times these persisting and 
avenging fires, as if furiously bent on the destruction 
of tlie imperial quarters, seemed always eager to follow 
the new direction. 

An alarming and awful suspicion now darted on their 
minds. The Moscovites, aware of our rash and dan- 
gerous negligence, had probably xionceived the hope of 
destroying our soldiers together with the city, as they 
lay overpowered by wme, fatigue, and sleep , or, ra- 
ther perhaps, they had mtended to involve in the cata- 
strophe Napoleon himself. They had thought probably 
that the destruction of such a man would more than 
compensate for that of their capital , that the result 
would be of such mighty moment that the whole pf 
Moscow might well be sacrificed to it, that, perhaps, in 
order to their obtaining so great a triumph if might 
be the will of heaven to require of them so great a 
sacrifice ; and, finally, that such a vast funeral pile 
was perhaps required for such a vast Colossus 

It is difiScult to say whether such intentions as these 
were actually formed in the minds of our enemies, 
but the influence of the emperor’s tutelary star was 
reqmsite to prevent events from correspondmg with 
them. In fact, not merely did the Kremlm contain, 
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tmlcDown to HI, a magaifoe of powder tot on that very 
nmo night, from the guide baving either 
asleep or been n^Ugentlj posted, a whole 
of artillery had been rtatloced tmdsr Kapoleon i 
■dowa. 

It TTEs at this Qnsls that the ngmg flames 
darting from all parts, wnd ipith the utmost 
against the Kremlin for the wind which wai 
donbtedly attracted fay soch an immense fire, increased 
in violence every rooment. If a single flake out of 
all that number which wore flying over oor headr 
had dropped upon either of the caissons, the flower of 
the army and the e mp e r or must have been destroyeih 
On each of the sparici which for several hours were 
driven throogh the air depended the fate of the whole 
army' 

At length day, a day of drsmal min, appeared. It 
es,mfl to add to the horror of the scene and to dim its 
splendonr Many of the oQeers took shelter in the 
halls of the pal^ The chiefs, indading hlortler 
himself, ov e rcome by the Are with which they had 
contended for rix and thirty boors, retnmed to the 
Kremlin, end fell down in a state of exhaustion and 
despair 

They were silent and we accused oorselvei of the 
disaster It appeared clear to the greater number 
that tbe neglect of dlidpUne and the intoxication of 
our soldiers bad commenced it and that the tempest had 
completed it. "Wc regarded ourssl res with tocaething 
of a feeling of dlsgost. Tbe exclamations of horror 
which would in consequence of this event resound 
through Europe, absolutely terrified us, We threw 
our eyes upon tbe ground hi consternation at the Idea 
of to frightful a catastropbo It tarniibed our glory; 
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it tore from us the fruit of it ; it menaced both our , 
uresent and our future existence . we were now no- 
thing hut an army of criminalS| on whom heaven and 
the civilized world were hound to inflict deserved 
punishment. From this ahyss of dreadful reflection, 
and the violence of our rage against the imagined in- 
cendiaries, we recovered only in consequence of the 
eager pursuit of mtelligence, all of which now began 
to assert, and every moment more strongly to confirm 
the idea, that the Russians alone were chargeable 
with this calamity. 

In fact, oflScers were now coming ip from every 
quarter, who all agreed on this important poinf.'''On 
the first night, that between the 14th and 15th, a globe 
of fire had been let down upon the palace of prince 
Trubetskoi, and had consumed it. This was a signal. 
Immediately after the exchange was set on fire , some 
soldiers belonging to the Russian pobce had been 
seen stirring it up with lances dipped m thick pitch. 
In that place shells, which had been perfidiously de- 
posited, had just burst in the stoves of a number of 
houses, and wounded the soldiers who were crowdm^ 
around. Then, withdrawmg to quarters which were 
still umnjured, they had fixed upon other asylums ; 
but when nearly entering these dwellings, all of which 
were closed and umnhabited, they had heard issuing 
from them a feeble explosion, this had been followed 
by a light smoke, which soon became thick and black, 
then tinged with red, and speedily after exhibited a 
volume of fire, which wrapped the edifice in flames. 

All the narrators had remarked men of atrocious 
look and tattered garments and frantic women roam- 
ing amidst the flames, and thus completing n hornd 
image of the infernal world These wretched mis- 
creants, intoxicated at once with liquor and the sue- 
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cftn of orimet, did ztot Toochttfe to conceal tlieto* 
•oirea, imt ran about In tnumii through the turning 
Btreeta they tyere often taken with flaiPbeanx In theib 
handit extending the ^rork of deatmctian with teal and 
evenfory it became neceesary In order to make theta 
drop th^ toTChea to cnt at their anns trlth the tabre 
Itwaa aaldthat these banditti had been loosened ircnn 
their chaini hy the Rnasian chiefs on purpose to tnm 
Uoicotr and that, in fact so extreme a reeolotion could 
only hare been formed by patrlotiim and executed 
by crime. 

Ordera vrere Immediately gl ten to try and shoot 
etery incendiary upon the spot. The army ^rai 
drawn out. The old guard, all of which bad been 
accocnmodated in the Kremlin, had taken arms bag* 
gage and horses ready loaded, filled the sereral 
courts t we were oppretsM with astoulabment, gnef, 
and despair at the Idea of the destruction of so admire 
He a cantonment. Uastera as we were of Moscow we 
Were about to Urouac, It seemed, without prorialons, 
before its gates 1 

■\7hlle our soldiers were sUIl contending with the 
fire and the army were disputing with the flames so 
pohle a prey Napoleon, whw sleep no one hod Ten* 
tured to dUtnrb during the night, was awakened hr 
the double light of day and conflagTaUom In the first 
Impulse of ills fbelings he displayed great IrriUtioa, 
and seemed determined to master the derouring ele- 
ment; he soon bowerer bent before the difficulty, and 
yielded to what was absolutely ineritablo, Surpriied 
after striking at the heart of an empire to find it exhibit 
any other sentiment than that ofsubmisiion and terror 
he felt himself conquered and surpassed In detenni 
nation. 

This mighty conquest, for which ho had laerifieed 
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every tking, appeared now like a phantom which had 
been long pursued by him, which he had vainly thought 
he had at length grasped, but which, after all, he now 
saw vanishing in air, in a whirlvnud of smoke and 
flames. He was then m a state of extreme agitation, 
and seemed parched by the flames by which he was 
surrounded He was every moment starting from his 
seat, and after a few hurried steps again resuming it 
He rapidly traversed his apartments, and his abrupt 
and vehement movements indicated the dreadful trou- 
ble of his mind * he qmtted, and resumed, and again 
left business of the most pressing urgency to rush to 
his wmdows and trace the progress of the flames; 
while the following short and broken exclamations 
occasionally gave vent to his oppressed and labouring 
feelings. “ "V^at a frightful spectacle ! To have done 
it themselves ’ Such a number of palaces ! What ex- 
traordinary resolution ' ^Vhat a people ' They are 
genuine Scythians 

Between the fire and him there was an extensive and 
unoccupied piece of ground, next which was the 
Mosqua with its two quays , and yet the glasses of the 
windows agamst which he leaned were violently 
heated, and the incessant labour of the persons em- 
ployed in sweepmg lighted flakes from the iron roofs 
of the palace was msufficient to remove all that lodged 
there 


At this penod a report was circulated that the 
Kremlin was undermined Certam Russians had 
Stated it , certam wntmgs attested it , some of the 
attendants absolutely lost their senses through terror : 
the military waited with firmness whatever the emperor 
and their destiny should decide for them , and the 
emperor noticed the alarm only by a smile of mcredu- 
lity. 



HitTomT oT lawwx** 


Hd ttlll licnreTcr,w»Iked»lx30tInconTolitvt»tarti, 
« topping at erery window and otaerring the raging 
element deroorii^ hU hriUiant and hoaatod conqoeatt 
kelxliig upon all the hddgcs, all the accecaes to the for* 
treta whioh enckiaed hlm« him u it were in a 

state of deget maldog hnoadi every moment on tome 
orother of the aarTonndiiig honaea, redadug Mm per^ 
petn&Uy within narrower bonndii and at length ahont 
to Ihnh him aotnally within the walla of the Kremlin. 

We began now to inhale ttrongly the imoke and 
aahea. Night was advancing to add ha darkneaato 
cor danger! and the eqolnoctial xrlnd in tmieon with 
the project of the Raaatam, blew with redoubled vio* 
lenee. Ibe king of Naplea and prince Eugene ar 
rived at thli crifU In great baata, and in company with 
the prince of Kenfchatal inatantly made their way to 
the enp er o t whom they crrged by entmtiea, by gee* 
tq ref and even on their kneel, molting if possible to 
mcne him from thia place of devolation. Bot their 
efforti were In vrin. 

Napoleon, having posaessed himself with to nrach 
diffioolty and after to many toDs of the palace of the 
oiarai wu pcnutlng Is bla detenmnatlon not to 
ohandoD hit eooqneft even to the conSagration, 
when on a tndden the cry of ** Ihe Kmnlin is on 
fire I” rcwondcd from every part of the bnllding and 
forced ns from the refiectivo atapor by which we bad 
heen absorbed. The emperor went oat of bU apart 
ment to enable himself to jodge of the danger In two 
initancei the fire had forced Its way and bad been ax 
ringnUbed, in that part of the pile where he was ac* 
.commodated ; but the tower of the citedel vras itlll 
homing A police toldler had just been detected 
there. He was conducted before Napoleon who nr 
dared that he shonld be interrogated In hU own pre* 
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fence. This Russian had been the actual incendiary. 
Ittvas he who liad given the watchword after observ- 
ing the signal of his chief. Every thing, therefore, 
was evidently designed , and all was absolutely de- 
voted to destruction, even the ancient and sacred pile 
of the Kremlin itself 

The emperor made a gesture indicative at once of 
contempt and vexation , and the offender was conduct- 
ed into the adjoimng court, where the exasperated 
grenadiers put an end to him with their bayonfets. 


CHAPTER ,VII. 


This incident had decided Napoleon. He rapidly de- 
scended the northern staircase, celebrated for the 
massacre of the Strelitzes, and gave orders for a guide 
to conduct him out of the city, a league on the Peters- 
burgh road, to the imperial castle of Pettowsky 
We were besieged, however, in the midst of an 
ocean of flames ; they blocked up all the gates of the 
citadel, and repulsed the first attempts made to escape. 
After considerable search, however, there was disco- 
vered across the rocks a postern gate which opened 
towards the Mosqua It was through this narrow pass 
that Napoleon and nis officers and guard obtamed their 
escape from the Kremlin. But what had they gained 
by this escape ? Still nearer to the flames than be- 
fore, they could neither go back nor stay where 
they were , and how was it possible to advance ? 
How were they to cross the waves of this sea of fire? 
Even those who had passed through and examined the 
city, now bewildered by the wind and blmded by the 
Von. II. F 
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mKci, yrtn totallj tnriklo dktlactly to reeojnlie hj 
■MTanl -ptrtt, m» the ttieeti had diaqipmed amldit 
the nooke mini 

Itiru reqairite, howorer to lo»o no time The 
Toaxlng of the flame* now increajed erety mcxneat 
aroand tit. A tingle narrotr ttmt, crOok^ and in 
orery part on fire pretented iUelf to ow notice bnt 
teemed rather an arenae to the hellheCore u t han a 
■way to wcape from It. The emperor daihed on foot, 
and TnthcRit a moment** hetltatlon, into thit {bnnlda- 
blepaas. He adracced orer the tcortdibig dodert 
idilch grated under hit feet, anddrt the daz^yn of 
dMding roofr and falling healns, and dome* corered 
Kith bandog Iron all eeattering trmendoot mins 
aroand him. Thate ndna greatly impeded hii pro 
grea The flamet trhidi xrtn eomondog Kith eager 
Jiad tempeftnont riolanee the hotatet betK'een vhich 
hepToeeeded afterreachh^tbelrrammitt weretnmtd 
hade by the fbreo of the vi^ in archee of fire orer oar 
Jiead*. "We irere walldi^ on a toll of fire, onder a 
iky of fire, and betaroenirallt of fire. A penetrating 
h^ wat tormenting and almott dtftroying oar eyet 
irhich yet it vat Decenary to keep open and lotehtly 
fixed npon the occorrlog dtpogen. A derooring air 
iptrklliig aihet, detached flaket, made onr respiration 
linrt, and gatpiog and already nearly an^ocated 
Trith imoke. Ov hands were scorched by endearonr- 
ing to guard onr facet fro m the intolerable heat and 
by driving off the fiery partirle* srhlch were every 
tnf nt lodging Upon, and bamlng throtigb oar gar* 
menta. 

In thit crlia of inexpressible distress, and when 
rapidly poshing forward appeared to be cor only 
chance for escape onr guide rtoppet. In complete sos* 
jttue aadpertorbitlon. ADdiftomepQlaglngiirtg- 
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glers, lielonging to the first corps, had not recognised 
the emperor through the hurricane of flames, here pro- 
bably -would soon have termmated our life of adven- 
ture They instantly ran to his aid, and conducted 
him to the still smohing rums of a quarter of the city 
which had been, reduced to ashes in the morning. 

It was just at this time that we fell in with the 
prmce of Eckmuhl This marshal, who had been 
wounded at the Mosqua, had actually ordered his men 
to carry him through the flames in order to extricate 
Napoleon, or pensh -with him. He threw himself 
into his arms m a transport of joy. The emperor 
received him well, but -with a tranquillity which in 
the midst of danger never deserted him. 

In-order to complete his escape from this boundless 
region of calamities, it was yet necessary to get be- 
fore a long convoy of gunpowder which was defilmg 
amidst the fire "nns was not the least of his dangers ; > 
but it was however his last, andht night they reached 
Petrowski 

On the following morning, the 17th of September, 
Napoleon directed his first glances towards Moscow, 
hoping to find the fire subdued , but he perceived it 
continumg -with all its -violence. The whole city 
seemed to him one vast “ fire-spout,” ascending in 
a-wful whirls towards the sky, which strongly reflected 
its ternfic glare He was long absorbed in the con- 
templation of this ■ scene of horror and min, and at 
length broke his melancholjr and painful silence only 
by observing, “This forebodes, us no common cala- 
mities , 

The eflbrt which he had recently made to reach 
Moscow had exhausted all his means of hostihty. 
Moscow had been the end of his proj’ects, the object 
of all his hopes, and Moscow had now disappeared, 

F 2 
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'Wlttt line of eondaet he now to tiJopt ’ There 
•tore tU; WEI hii prompt and deddre geohti errm 
polled to hedtate. We saw him in 1803 order the 
sodden and total abandonment of an expedition pre- 
pared at immense ejq>ente, and^ at Bonlogne'fnr-mer 
dedde on sorpritli^ and annih{latmg the Anstrian 
am7 aitd trace otrt all the marches of the campalgDi 
from Uha to Munich precisely as they were aftenrti^ 
execnlod we taw him in the following year, dietats 
from Pans with the tame inialllhility erery more- 
mmrt of hla anny towards Berlin, the day of bis actnil 
said triir m pharit entrance into th>t capital, and the 
appointment of the goTeraor whom he destined for iL 
We DOW saw the same man con&rmded, perplexed, 
and fluetdating- in hit tnm. He had nerar before 
communicated eren the most daring of his projcds to 
his most confidgntlal sdnlstera otherwise than by hif 
orders for their execndon, and now we beheld him 
CQtnpalled to eonsnlt, and araD himself of, the moral 
as well as physical strength of those sbotit him. 

TTis ■arnft forms, howwrer were still ohaerred. He 
declared therefore that be wu going to march opon 
Petersbuigh. That eonqnest was already traced crat 
upon his mips hitherto so im&illngl^ prophetic and 
the different cor ps had rece l Ttd orders to he in readi- 
ness. His deasion howerer, existed only In sppsar- 
tnce, and amounted to oothing more than displaying 
a finncountaninoeand demeanoarin the'nnfsToorahle 
pcsWon of affairs, or an attempt to dirert hU mind 
ffom the contsmplfltian of his loss of Moscow Ac- 
cordingly Berthler and more particnlsrly BenfsTes, 
had soon ecnrinced him that tlse season, supplies, and 
roads would all follhlm in so arduous an attesipt 

Joft at that moment he was Informed that Kutnsof, 
after haring fled b an cestsrly dirodloc, had turned 
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suddenly to the south, and thrown himself between 
Moscow and Kalouga. This was an additional reason 
against the expedition to Petersburgh. There was a 
threefold motive to march against the already defeated 
army and complete its destruction By doing this, he 
would preserve his right flank and line of operation ; 
wotdd gain possession of Kalouga and Toula, the gra- 
nary and arsenal of Russia, and, finally, would open 
a safe, short, and yet untouched line of retreat to 
Smolensk and Lithuania 

Some one proposed his returning and marching upon 
Wittgenstein and Witepsk Napoleon hesitated be- 
tween these seveial schemes. That of the conquest of 
Petersburgh was the only one which pleased and flat- 
tered him The others he considered Only as modes 
of retreat, as acknowledgments of error , and whether 
from pride, or from the policy which prevents a man 
from ever admitting himself to be mistaken, he re- 
jected them. 

Besides, at what point could he stop in a retreat ? 
He had so fully depended on obtaining peace at Mos- 
cow, that no winter-quarters had been prepared for 
him in Lithuania. Kalouga presented him with no 
temptations Why should he ravage provmces which 
yet remained untouched? It would be more politic 
merely to menace them, and leave the Russians some- 
thing to lose, m order to. induce them to a peace by 
which It might be preserved Was it possible for him 
to march to another battle, to advance to new con- 
quests, without uncovering a Ime of operation thickly 
strewed with sick, and stragglers, and wounded, and 
every description of convoys ? Moscow had been an- 
nounced as the general rallymg point, and how was it 
possible to change it ? What other name would have 
any attraction ? ' 



W HiiTcncT or irAroi,*oK*i 

VitaSj, tDd ibore all, bow could he ehtadon a 
hope to which hehidoada somany aacriAce*, when he 
nsdcratood that his letter 

the R niriffn adtanced porta when In the conrso of 
mght days ho m^t earpcct to receire the so nmch de- 
Bued answer when that Interval was required to 
-ally and recrmt bit atmy, to collect the remains o£ 
Moecow the burning of whldi would hut too well jns> 
tifyita pillage^ and to enable him to tear away his 
soldiers from such a feaat of plunder i 
Yet scarcely a thlni of army or that capital 
was stQl in e^stence. £at hbnself the 
ftQI remained. His renown was stQl unimpaired; 
and he was pertuaded that the two great names of 
17^>oleon and Moscow nmted would bo lu^dent to 
effect every thing He dedded therefons to return 
to the Kremllii, which a of Ms guard had 

unfiartonately preseired j 


CHAPTER Vni 

Tax camps which he passed orer to amrv at that 
place presented a very stnguliir appeamice They 
were situated in the of fields, M a thteh and cold 
mire, and c ontain ed Immeoie fires fed by rich fumlture 
of m^ogai^ and glided sashes and doors. Aroond 
these fires on a Utter of damp stnw sheltered only by 
a fewmijerableplanks,hls soldlerst wlih their officers 
were seen sploshed srlth dirt and black with smoke 
seated upon superb ann>clrolrs or reclining on sofas 
covered with silk At their feet, carelessly opened or 
larown in hetf* Uy Cacberoireshawli the finest furs 
bf Siberia, the gold stuffs of Persia and plates of solH 
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silver firoln ■which they had nothing to eat-hut a hlaclc 
dough haked in the ashes, and half-hroiled and bloody 
steaks of horseflesh. A singular union of abundance 
and scarcity, of opulence and squalidness, of luxury 
and misery ’ 

Between the camps and the city were met numeious 
parties of soldiers dragging ■with them their plunder, 
or driving before them, like so many beasts of burden, 
a number of the inhabitants bendmg under the weight 
of the pillage of their capital For the fire had brought 
out nearly twenty thousand persons who had before 
remained in that immense city unobserved. Some of 
these Moscovites, both men and women, appeared 
well-clothed They were of the trading class They 
6ame to take refuge^ ■with the ■wreck of their property 
before oui fires There they lived' carelessly inter- 
mingled ■with our troops, protected by some of them, 
and suffered, or mdeed scarcely noticed, by the rest. 

The same was the case "With about ten thousand of 
the enemy’s soldiers For many days they wandered 
about in the midst of us, at perfect freedom, and some 
of them even retaimng their arms Our soldiers j met 
their now conquered enemies ■without any feelings of 
animosity, and ■without even thinlang of making them 
prisoners, either from their conceivmg the war to be 
at an end, or from thoughtlessness, or pity, and because 
a Frenchman is desirous of havmg no enemies but in 
the field of battle. They suffered them to partake of 
the comforts of their fires , and, even more, they per- 
mitted them to be their associates in plunder When, 
however, the marauding began to abate m viOlencej or 
rather when the chiefs had organised it into a regular 
foraging, then the great number of these Jlussian 
stragglers was' more noticed Orders were then 
given to seize and detain them , but betv'een seven 
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h&d led to the thanilorrmeat of for the uike of othen t 
for, egreeahly to the unutl thoaghtIe**ncM of ioldlcrt, 
they Trere iacestsnlly begisnlo^ their fbrtnoe anew 
at fiitt accnmalfttfng every withoot dletlnction 
loading themielrea beyond all boimdi, as if they 
conld here eanied all ew^ with them, and then, after 
gob^ only a few etepe fiuther, compelled from fatigue 
to throw away the greater part of their load. 

The Toadi were obitracled hy them. The square*, 
like the campe, were become market places, where all 
resorted to exch aiye snperdaities for necessaries 
There the most rare and oortly works of ait, the value 
ofwhkh was utterly unknown and nnimegined by the 
posaenon were told for the merett tride, while other 
articles infinitely more showy than ralnable proenred 
in enoTCDOtu price Gold, on acco un t of its being so 
ffioeh more portable, was porchased at as immeme 
lets with dhrer which th^ haTre<tackt could not 
contain Everywhere aroond soldiers were seen 
Seated on bale* of merchandise on hesps of sugar and 
coffee and In the midst of the moat caquitite wine* 
and liquetzra, which they were eager to exchange for 
a loaf of bread. Many in consequence ofintoxication 
the progress of whi^ was al^ by inanition fell 
down senaalesf near the fiamet, which soon reached 
and destroyed them 

Isotwithstandlng these artazostances, the greater 
part of the booses and palaces which had escaped 
the fire were appro p riated to the accommodation 
of the chiefs, and alt that they eonUlued wa* 
respected Every one b^eld Wth grief this great 
deslruction, and also the pillage whkh became the 
necessary consequence of It. Some of out select 
men were accused of being too much occnpicfl 
and too much pleased wuh collecting whaterer they 
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could save from the flames They were, howevei, 

, so few that they could be distinctly enumerated. 
War in men of their ardent mmds was a passion 
which implied the existence of others They did 
not act thus from cupidity, for they did not accumu- 
late ; they used or disposed of what they seized upon, 
taking indeed prmcipally for the sake of giving, lav- 
ishing every thing around them, and conceiving that 
they had amply paid for the whole hy the danger they 
had incurred m acquiring it. 

In such peculiar circumstances, no flistinction Can 
be drawn hut in the motive Some plundered with 
regret, others with delight, and all through necessity. 
In the midst of opulence which no longer was the 
property of any, which was on the point of being de- 
stroyed by the flames, or lost in the ruins, men were 
placed in a situation perfectly new, where good and 
ill were confounded together, and to which ordmary 
rules had no application The most scrupulous in 
their feelings, if they had the means, and those also 
who were the most wealthy, purchased of the soldiers 
the provisions and clothes which they wanted , others 
employed substitutes to go and maraud for them , the 
most necessitous were obliged to purvey for themselves 
with their own hands 

AVith respect to the soldiers, many of them, embar* 
rassed with the produce of thfeir pillage, were become 
less attentive to duty, and had less of their former 
happy carelessness of difficulty and of life m danger 
they entered into calculation, and, m order to save 
their Spoil, they did what they would have disdained 
domg to save themselves 

It was through the midst of this mighty subversion 
that Napoleon re-entered Moscow He had aban- 
doned It to pillage, in hopes that his army, dispersed 
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error iti ro&Ut wtmld tearch them to consldermble ad- 
Tsntiige. Bat when h* emdentood that ezeettes wero 
lacr e a ring tliat the old goaid itielf bad been harried 
into them, that the Roasian peaiante, at length in 
duced to bring in anpjdieai vhjch be had giren ordera 
to paj ior at liberal prices to indace othen to follow 
their exan^le, had been aotnaOj plondered h^^ oar 
&inUhed aoldlen of the prorlsicmi which tbej broo^t 
os { when he became apprized that the different corpe 
were contending with erery want, and prepared to 
dlrpote, ready to proceed to rfolence tor the remains 
of Moscow; that in short the rtsoorcts still existing 
would soon be totally destroyed by the fartgnlaritks 
offdllage then he inoed severe orders and com* 
manded his (puni to keep cloee in their qaarters, 
7^ churches in which oar earaliy had been sheltered 
were restored tor the eerriee of the Greek church. 
MarBudlng for supplies was ordered to take place 
among the corps by rotation like erery other ssrrice 
a nd an effort was at last made to collect and seonre 
the Knssian ttragglera. 

But It was now too lata. The stragglers had now 
fled. The tarri&ed peasants let m ned with mppUetm 
more. AgrratqasntltyofproTijkHishsdbeenwasted. 
Bren the Frendi army was occasionally chargeable 
with this fanlt | but in the present instance the fire 
famished some excuse it was necessary to act In 
haste in order to get beyond the flimes, and nmeh 
confaslon and lou were in oansequenco loeritable 
It Is however not a little remarkable that, at the first 
word of command, every thing was restored to order 

Some aothoTs, and even seroe French ones hare 
ransacked the rubbish and mins of Moscow !o ordsrto 
discover traces of any excesses which might be ctm- 
mltted there Bat in lact there were only a few Tha 
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greater ^artr of our troops ucted generously towards 
the Small number of inhabitants and the great nhmber 
of enemies with whom they met there But that some 
excesses should have accompanied the first rhsh for 
pillage by an army labouring under such serious pri- 
vations, sulfermg under such hardships, and composed 
of such various nations, however deeply to be re- 
gretted, can surely never be considered as matter of 
astomshment 

Afterwards, according to invariable custom, when 
misfortune had' asSaile'd and crushed these warrior^, 
then reproafches were thickly poured upon their heads. 
Alas 1 every one surely knows that such ekcessd^ 
have ever constituted the disgusting part of waf, the 
spots upon the otb of its glory , that the rePoiVn of 
conquerors like every other object is followed by its 
shadow! "Irhere exists no being however nimute 
which the Stin, notwithstanding its splendour add im- 
mensity, can illuminate on every side at once ’ and it 
is an inevitable law of nature that great bodies shouid 
have shadows corresponding to their magmtude. 

Indeed the virtues, as well as the vices, of this' array, 
have excited too much surpnse and astonishment. 
Tliey were the virtues of the crisis, the vices o^ the 
occasion , and on these accounts the former werb the 
less commendable and the latter less censurable, as 
they were, if we may use the expression, commanded 
by example and circumstances Thus every tHu^ is 
in fact relative , which observation by no means pre- 
cludes fixed principles of morabty, or pure utibty and 
unmixed good from being considered as the proper 
object and aim of human conduct But the question 
here is, simply what judgment is to be formed of this 
army and its chief, a judgment which can never be 
correctly formed by any who do not put themselves in 
VoL IL a 
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pUco Init u pojitJon vru one of great ele- 
Talloo great ringolarity, and great compUcatioa, eery 
few inlDda are competent to embrace It In one grand 
and cofflprebentlTe rierr, and dnlj to ettlmato all Ite 
necemiy rerolts. 


CHAPTER DC 

Ik tbe mean time KntnaoC on abandoning Bloscoir had 
dravn Uorat after him toarards Kcdoomaf to the apot 
rrheretheMosqaadirideatheraad tolL Atthatpobtf 
under fkrour of the night, he tamed laddenlj torrards 
the aoQth Ln order to place hbmelf, by way of Fodol 
be tween lifaecow and Kakmga. Thl* D u c t ilma l march 
of the Rouiam abcnt Moecorr from which a rioient 
Triad wu cooreying towanda them Ita aahe*, carried 
with It aoniethii^ of a tolemn and reUgioai cha* 
racter They adranced by the omtnooa Ught of a 
conflagration whkh waa drfxmrlog the emporhun of 
their commerce the aeoctnary of their religion, and 
the cradle of thelremidrel Under the Inflaence of 
horror and indignation, they all ohaerred a meUn^ 
choly alienee, broken only hy the doU and moooUmoaa 
aonnd of their own {botatepa, the crashes occasioned 
by the flatnM, and the howUngs of the tempest. Frt« 
qaently the nsoonifal light from the fire was Inter* 
ngrted bouts and flashea of Held glare wlJehesU 

bited the eymptoffis ofnncontrollable grief that marked 
the contracted cotmtenances of these warrion The 
fire of their dark and Ihrcotenlrg looVa, corresponded 
srlth that which they coosidered to bare been entirely 
the work of oar binds, and already dUelosed the fe» 
rodoas Ttngeance which sraa fermenting In their 
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tn tidreu to hif people ** Let there ” *tid be, * b# 
HD pTufllenlmcHiJ deepondeuce j tre ioleiimly tweer to 
•hoif redoubled exttigy eiid perMrertnce, The eneany 
ij In deserted Moecov |a Id a tomb ■mtboat the metnt 
of domlnetloa or eien xA endtteaee* After enlermg^ 
Bunia with three hnndred thootaad taien, of all comr- 
trie* withoot any common ■ympathy united by no bond 
whether of nation or rellgioD, half of them hare been 
lost by the aword, famine and daerthm. Moaeow 
contain* only the ruin* of them. The enemy ha* 
reached the centre of BusaU, without tnbjugatlng a 
■ingle BuuiazL 

^^Onr force* in the mean time are increating and are 
atUTOundlng him. He ii In the mldft of a power&l po» 
pulitkm, and enoompejoed by armie* whlidi teep him 
in check, and await him as their prty He wHl soon 
be under the neceulty of attemptmg flight throogh the 
close ranks of our intrepid sohilert, in order to euspe 
from flimhw Shall we then, while all Europe U ob« 
eerring us with Interest and admiralioiit abaadon our 
came 1 Let ui fornlih it, rather with a brilliant ex« 
am^ and grateflilly Idea the hand which bas selected 
UI to become the first of nations in the came of Hberty 
and Yirtue. He closed his address with an isrocation 
to the Almighty 

The Ruselam are dlrlded In their c^iinians both re- 
specting their general and thsdr emperor We who 
are their enemies, can judge of our enemies only from 
fact* Such, bowerer a* we hare stated, was their 
language and their actions folly eorreipoodtd wuh H. 
T^ t us, my cocnrsdcs, do them strict jmtfco Their 

sacrifice was complete unremrediUnaUendedbydfla-. 
totybesUatloo or puiElaniiDOoJ regret Since they nude 

it th^ bare urged no claims of hideHmity although 
e ren In th e cajatal of their enemy, which they preurred 



EXPEDITION TO RUSSIA, 


61 


uninjured The renown which such conduct merited 
they have obtained, and enjoy in all its solidity and 
punty They hnew the nature of true glory, and 
when civilization has inade furthei progress among 
them, this great people ivill exhibit also its splendid 
era, and m its turn wield that sceptre of glory which 
the various nations of the earth seem destined to aban- 
don to each other in succession ’ 

The wmding march which Kutusof performed, 
either through mdecision or through stratagem, was 
highly advantageous to him Murat lost all traces of 
him for the space of three days, of which the Russian 
availed himself, to study his ground and strongly in- 
trench himself m it. His advanced guard had nearly 
arrived at Woronowo, one of the finest properties of 
count Rostopchin, when that governor advanced before 
them The Russians thought that he was merely de- 
sirous of taking a final yiew of his delightful home, 
when suddenly they perceived the edifice disappear m 
thick clonds of smoke 

They eagerly pressed forward to extmguish the fire, 
but, to their utter astonishment, were repulsed by 
Rostopchm himself. They perceived him in the midst 
of the flames actively stirring up and promofing their 
fury, surveymg the rapid destruction of his superb 
mansion with complacency and even smiles, and then 
with an untrembling hand, tracmg the followmg 
words which 'the' French, nearly shuddering withus- 
tomshment, read on the iron gate of a church which 
they found still standing. “ I have been employed 
eight years in embellishing this residence, and have 
lived in It happily in the bosom of my family the m- 
habitants of this estate, amounting to seventeen hun- 
dred and twenty, have quitted it in consequence of youT 
approach , and I have with my own hands set fire to 

Q 3 
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my OTPH licmBe to |>rgTe nt lt> being polhited by yoor 
prewncc. I here thendoned to you Frenclnnen, my 
two bouaci at Mo#cow» which contained fnndtnxe and 
Taluable* to the tmoont of half a million of rnblef* 
bxrt here be aaatawd yon ihall find nothing hot Mhea. 

It waa neap tWi ipot that Morat came tip with Ku- 
tosoC On the t5th of September they had a amart 
ODgigttnent of caralry near CierflcoTro and another 
on the 4th of October near Wlnkowo. Bot on the 
latter occaaloii, MHoradowilch himaelf tery 

closely preaaed, wheeled round In exaaperatlont nnd 
farkHuly charged Sehaatianl with a body of twelre 
thooatnd hone. He placed that general in nch im* 
mlnent danger that Marat^ in the heat of the actlont 
dictated an application for a auspention of arma^ an 
cotmdng to Kntaaof the miaaira of a flag of trace* 
lecorlatoQ ma the XMigotiator Intended. Bat u the 
arriral of FcmUtowaki joat at thli erials tamed the 
balance In oar fkvonr the Idng made no uae of the 
letter ariiiHi BorelU had jnat written he fought on to 
the dote of the day andrepalxedhOlomdowitch. 

In the mean time the conflagration of Moacowt 
which had begun on the night between the Hth and 
Iflth of September andbeen anapendedln conaeqoence 
of OOP exertiotta on the day of the Idthi whl^ had 
been renewed with greater alolence in the courae of 
the fXLCceeding n^ht and reigned in all Ita fary 
daring the 10th, 17th and 18th, on the 19th began 
to abate, and ceaaed on the SOih. On the latter day 
Napoleon, whom the fire bad diiren from the Krtmlin, 
re<^nUred the palace of the Cxara. To that apot he 
attracted the eyea of all Earope. He there awaited 
hia ctui T oja hla rdnlbrecmenta, and bU atrtgglena 
confident that all hia troope would be rallied by hU 
Tktory, by the lure of aucb volaablo plunder by tbt 



EXPEDITION TO RUSSIA. 


63 


astonislimg spectacle of Moscow captured, and, above 
all, by himself, whose glory from the height of this 
immense nun, still shone far and wide around, and 
commanded attention like a watch-tower upon a rockk 
On two occasions, however, on the 22nd and 28th 
of September, the arrival of urgent letter^ from 
Murat had nearly tom Napoleon away from this fatal 
abode. They aimounced a battle , but in both m- 
stances the orders of march, which had been actually 
wntten, were burnt It seemed as if, on the part of 
our emperor, the war was at an end, and that he looked 
forward now to nothmg but an answer from Peters- 
burgh. He fed his hope with the recollections of Tilsit 
and Erfurt Would 'his ascendency over Alexander 
be less at Moscow'* And then, like most who have 
experienced a long career of success, what he fondly 
desired, he ardently hoped 

Moreover, his- mind possessed that very supenor 
faculty which consists m suspending, at pleasure, the 
most mtense application to any one particular subject, 
however interestmg and momentous, either for the 
sake merely of a change, or with a view to relief and 
rest In him the wiU was stronger than the imagma- 
tion, and in this important respect he reigned over 
himself as well as others. 

' Accordingly^ Pans diew off bis thoughts from Pe- 
tersburgh The accumulated affairs which now re- 
quired his attention, and the couriers who arrived 
during the first days of his residence in rapid succes- 
sion, greatly assisted m enabling him to bear his sus- 
pense. But the promptitude and despatch with which 
he transacted business had soon exhausted it , and the 
messengers, who at first arrived from France in the 
course of fifteen days, weie soon intercepted. A few 
mihtary posts m four cities which had been reduced 
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to ubet, And in woodsn Iioqms, veskly palutded, 
wore fbond Infnfficaent to protect * roate of nicety 
tbrec leegUM For on FcommanlcatJon of redi ffrett 
extent h bed not been pomble to etttbllsb tr^re than 
a comparaJbrely small nomber of statmnt, and tbot« 
at far too distant intervals A line of operation tboa 
extended was broVen irherever tbe enemy came Into 
contact fvitb it a party of peasants mixed np vntb a 
feA CDSaaclci were sufficient to interrupt it. 

In tbe mean tbne Alaxsnders answer bad not ar 
nved. Tbe uneasixseu of Kspoleon increased and 
tbe mealii of diverting U dlmimtbed. Tbe activity of 
his mind, accustomed to the superintendence of tbe 
whole of Europe, bad now no other ailment than tbe 
administratiem of a handred thousand men and, b 
deed, lo perfect tru tbe organlzaticm of his army that 
!t was icarcely a matter of business to him. Every 
thing relating to It was arrai^ed and metbodited All 
tbe threads of the system ware In bis own Kauda. Hs 
was surrounded by udnisters who could infbtm bbn 
instantly, and at any boor of tbe day of tbe position 
of every individoal In It, whether In the morning or 
evening whether alone or not, whether he was with 
the regiment, at the hospital on forloagb, or bow 
ever otherwise disposed of and this with accuracy 
all the way from Woww to Park. So tdmlntblyhnd 
the saence of a concentrated adminlstratlou been at 
that period matured j so well practised and selected 
were the ageuU employed and so precise and exacting 
was tbe chiefl 

Already however eleven days bad passed away 
and the ailenct of Alexander was Still unbroken ! and 
hapoletm eonatantiy persisted in hoping that be shonld 
lurpais bis rival in obstinacy thus losing time which 
jt was of inch consequence for to him to gain, and 
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hit own annnttion that he might effectually animate 
other*, “‘What I” tald hcb “are you the men not to 
Hndle at thla project f Waa a grander mUItarv ex 
ploit emr performed f Tlila conqawt, norr is the 
only one worthy of oi T^Tiat glory it wOl confer upon 
na and how great wDl he the wonder and admiration 
of the world when It leama that, within three montha, 
We conqaered the two great capltala of the ikjrth.^ 

Bat Darouat, at weU aa Bom, olgected to him 
** the seaaon of the year the acardty of prorlabna 
a harren, desolate az^ artificial roaid all the way from 
TwettoPetetaburgh,whichwaa carried oxer ahondred 
leaguea of manlqr grotind and which in a alngle day 
three hondred peasanta n%ht render absolutely im> 
practlcalla. Why would he plunge deeper and deeper 
into the north, tbua aetoally anttepating prorohing 
and defying the deadly power of whjter t They were 
already bat too near that enemy I And what wu to hf 
come of the tiz thoutand wounded atOl at Moscow t 
These imfortaimte men, then, were to he deiirered up to 
l^utnaof That general m oi eorer would prw closely 
on the army fn Its march, and harass It without inter 
ndstion i It would be necessary for H to attack and 
defenl at the same moment, they should be marching 
to a conpieft like men who lied from battle 

These ddefa have declared that they ibenthemselTw 
propoaed aeroral plans j ewery unneceiaary and use- 
leti labour with respect to epnnco whose genlos anti 
clpatcd the conceptkma of every other man, and with 
whom, If he bad really been determined to march to 
Peterahurgh, their objecUng would have availed no- 
thing But the plan was In fact a sally of hU an 
ger a suggestion of chagrin and despair at finding 
himself cocDpeHed in the &ce of Europe to give up 
his point, abandon hls coo*ld*tt, and retreat. 
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diplomicytlianmwtr exerted Unuelf to ciptlnte tie 
oenr made monarch by the meet deferential forma of 
addreaa to aednee him by compliment and enlojj' and 
delude him by the toft and honied langnag^e of hnma 
nity and Inn d n eaa, breathing a wtarineta and abaolnte 
tickneta of war and the moat ardent dealret of peace 
and fiftirmt now tired of battlea^disaatii Bed at the reanlt 
of them and regrettrog aa acme tay, hla distant 
throne, aa he had now no expectation of a better one 
•aaily yielded to thia captirmtlon, leducthm, and dela 
lion. 

Benii^aen had at the tame time ncceedcd with hU 
own chief and that of onr adranced guard ; he then 
lent peraooa in eager learch of lionrlitoiu ordering 
that beaboold be condocted into the camp of the Rq« 
altnt where Entoaof would be ready to meet hhn at 
midnight, The interriew began tm&mmhly Ko« 
notrohda and Wolkoniky were deainma of remaining 
aa witneaaei. Thla offended the French general iHio 
required that they ibould withdraw and they Imme* 
diateir did to 

Aa aoon aa I^nriiton waa left alone with Entnxof 
he explained to him hla moUTea and object, and re> 
qaeated of him a paaaport to Peteraburgh The Rm 
■i«Ti general replied, “that It exceeded his powera to 
grant that request but he Immediately proposed to 
charge Wolkonshy with Napoleons letter to Alex 
ander and offered to agree to an annktice tfU the 
alde-de«<amp a retom H* accomponied these prepo- 
Ball with pnrtestationi of tho most pacific character 
In which he waa followed by all hU generals, 

Arcording to them, »1I were groaning onderthli 
incessant warfare and for what end or object was It 
carried onf The two nations, like their emperon 
ihoold natorally esteem *nd be attached to one ano 
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•wmr, In fiwrt, continued b arery part bnt where H 
might operate to onr advantage 
During the Immediately mcceedlng daya Marat 
gratified hinaelf by appearing at t}ie advanced poata 
of the enemy Ho there enjoyed the admiration which 
hli noble mien hla reputation for br a v er y and hla 
royal rank naturally drew npon him. The Roirian 
duefi were on their gaard to avoid giving hbn the 
allghtef t offence and were profcie of every flattering 
nttentlon and deference In o^er to footer thla delarion. 
■He waa at liberty to give ordorv to their vi^kt as 
nmeh ai to the French. If any port of the ground 
vrhich they occupied tolted his conrenlcnee, they were 
eager to acroim^ate him with IL 
The Cossack ehleii went aofiar as topretand rsthn- 
rimtle attachment and loyally and to say that the 
only emperor they arimowledged vraa the one who 
reigyked at htoacow Marat* for a ahort time* actoally 
believed that they woold no more fight against Mm 
Ha even proceed^ farther Napoleon, on rtadlnghU 
letters was heard to eaclahn* ** Marat, Hng of the 
Cosaada I how ridkolooi." Bat the wildest concejta 
lometimea start up In the minds of men who have 
passed through a long series of saccessfol adventoro 
"With resp^ to the emperor who was not to easily 
deceived, he experienced only a short period of itlma- 
lated and factidous eD}oymenL He soon began to 
complain of th# irritating Goerilla war that hovered 
constantly around bhn | that In the mldit of all these 
ptcifio dcoonstrarions, he well knew that bands of 
Cossacks were constantly roaming both on hit flsaks 
and rear Had not a hundred and fifty dragoons of 
his old guard been sorprised and defeated and tbefr 
commander taken priaoner by these bands ? And this 
had occorred two dsys after the armlitlcc o© 
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tlic Mojnisk ro'itl, upon the hue of operation, tint 
by uhich the nmiy communintcii wjlh its mngn- 
Fines, reinforcements, and dtp6ts, and liiinsclf uith 
Europe'” 

In fact, upon that rond. two considerable convo\s 
had just fallen into the jKiwcr of the oneni\ ; one 
through the negligence of its commander, uho hilled 
himself in despair, the othei through the couardicc 
of an officer, uho uas about to rccenc his punishment 
at the moment uhen the retreat commenced. Tlic 
destruction of the arm} v.ns his sahation 

Our soldiers, and especially our horsemen, were 
obliged c^cr}' morning to go to a considcrahlc dis- 
tance in order to obtain pro\isions for the c\cning 
and the following da}* And, in proportion ns the 
environs of Moscow and Winkowo became more and 
more drained, tlic distance mcntahl} increased from 
day to day Both men and horses returned in a state 
of exhaustion , such at least as returned at all for 
every bushel of com, and over}* truss of hay were 
strongly contested with us We could carr}' back 
only w'hat we liad wrested from the enemy’s hands. 
The surprises, skirmishes, and losses were incessant 
The peasants mixed up m these encounters Tlicy 
punished A\uth death those among their number, whom 
the thirst of gain had induced to bnng provisions to 
our camps Others set fire to their Milages, in order 
to drive away our foragers and deliver tliem into the 
power of the Cossacks, whom they had previously 
summoned to the spot, and who were holding us in it 
in a state of siege. 

They w'ere peasants also wffio captnied Vereia. a 
tmvnin the neighbourhood of Moscow One of their 
priests. It is said, conceived the idea of this coup-d^- 
mnin, and actually executed it He armed tlie iiiha- 

H3 
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tlttnU obUlntd t few trooja from Kntetof tai on 
the lOth of October before dey be ordered the rigntl 
to be giren for a &l»o attack on one ride, wUle on the 
other ho roihed agalmt onr paliiadee, broke tbero 
coTOpletely down, and rapidly nuking hi* way into the 
town pot the whole garrieon to the twwd, 

Thtu waa the war continned in ertry point, In front, 
in dank and in rear The army wu much weakened { 
the enemy wai becoming every day more conAdent and 
enterpriffiog It •eomed hkely to he the eare with 
tUs conqaeat, aa with ao many othen to be gained in 
maai and loot m detalL 

Idnrat bimaelf began at taat to feel oneaay He had 
aeen in theae affain of every dey^a occnrreDce half of 
the cavalry that had remained to him melted away 
At the advanced poata, or at caanal meetlnga between 
onr offleert, and thoie of the HuaaUn army, the latter 
whether from being tired of warfare from vanity, or 
from military fronkoeaa carried to indlacretioa, dwelt 
much upon the ealamitiea whldi threatened m. They 
pointed to ** thoie boraea, ttiU wild looldog and 
tcnrcely broken In, end wboae long hair iwept the 
doit of the plain. Hid not that aoSciently prove to 
ns that a namerons cavalry waa reaching them from 
enrery quarter around, while our* was rapidly hastening 
to to^ rninT And did not the continual discharge 
of AreHunM in the intetfor of their Ime aanoonce to 
m, that vast mnnberi of recroita were exercising there 
under ft roar of the armfsticw I 
** And, in fact, ootwithsUnding the length of country 
which they had to pots all these men Joined tha army 
There was no necessity aa In former years, to wait 
for calling them out to their duty till heavy tnowi ol^ 
itractlng all the roads, eiee p t the main route rendered 
their desertion absolutely imponlblc None failed to 
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obey the nationnl summon*; The whole of Russia 
was rising in a ma‘!s ; mother*;, it was said, on finding 
that their sons had been enlisted, actually wept for 
joy, they ran to announce to them the glorious intel- 
ligence, and conducted them themselves to the place 
where they might see them reccu c the sign of the Cru- 
saders, and hear them evclaim, * It is the wall of God.’ 

The Russian officers added, “ that they were al)0\e 
all things astonished at the security we appeared to 
feel, notinthstanding the approach of their fonnidable 
winter That was their natural and most potent ally. 
They expected it now to come on c\ erj' moment They 
sincerely compassionated us ; thev advised us to re- 
treat without a moment’s dcla)'. Within a fortnight,” 
they said, “ your nails will fall off, and vour weapons 
drop from your benumbed and half-dead hands ” 

The language also of some of the Cossack chiefs 
was much noticed They asked our people, whether 
the} had not com, and air, and graves enough , in a 
word, room enough to live and die, in their own 
countr}' ? If so, w’ny did they roam so far from their 
domestic altars and happiness, and come to fatten a 
foreign soil with their blood?” They added, “that 
such conduct was an act of robbery of their native 
country To that they ow ed, while Imng, the cultiva- 
tion, defence, and embellishment of it, and in death 
they owed it that body which had been derived from it, 
and nourished by it, and from which, in turn, it might 
denve nourishment itself.” 

The emperor was acquainted with these suggestions 
and admonitions, but he constantly discouraged and 
repelled them, lest they should operate to change his 
determmation The uneasiness which had again 
taken possession of his mmd disclosed itself in angry 
orders. It was at this period that he effected the 
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KpoUttion of thfl drardios of the KremUn of txerj 
flung ttttt coold terTB u a trophy to the grand army 
Those things be tald| ^hlch the Rasdani themtelres 
had daroted to dertroctloQ helongeii by right to the 
conquerors by the double right, Indeed tnslng from 
rictory and more especially from the wiifal confla 
gradon. 

Great exertions were required to detach from the 
loTTer of the Great Iran hs gigantic crosa. He bed 
deshned It to adorn the dome of the loralids at Paris. 
With the poneuloQ of this monument the Hosslani 
connected the salvation of their empire WhQe the 
work of removing It was going on it was remarked 
that avast flight of ravens were incessantly hovering 
arotmd the cron and that Napoleon, annoyed by their 
ominous croaldngs, observed ** It seems as if these 
unluriry birds were resolved to defend it It is Im 
possible to cay what, in that critiesl position of hlr 
aStir*, was the full eunrent of hb thoughts hut it is 
well known that he wms strongly Inclined to the doo^ 
trine of presentnneat 

Hb daily excunloiu wherein he was always ae» 
companied by a brilliant snn In which he endeavoured 
to induce both himself and others to dbcem lib own 
gnidiDg and ascendant star failed to Boimate and dU 
vert hn mind. To the melancholy snence of Hfelew 
Moscow wii joined that of the deserts which furrouad 
it and the ftm more afTectlng and formidable silence 
of Alexander Ihe feeble sounds of the footsteps of 
our soldiers who were wandering within the precincts 
of thb vasttomb were totallyunableto wiihdrawhlm 
from hb reverie and drive from hb mind the cruel 
recoUections or still more cruel anticIpalJcms, which 
now overwhelmed lU 

Hb nights were more pirtJcuUrly rtsUrii and La 
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rassing. He spent a part of them in the society of 
the count Hara. In this society nlonc he admitted the 
danger of Ins position. “ From Wilnn to Moscow, 
r\hat submission of the population, or m hat point of 
support, rest, or retreat, existed to prove liis pov cr ? 
That space was, in reality, an immense hare and desert 
field of hattlo, in vhich his dreadfully dirainislied 
army -would be almost an imisible point, unconnected, 
unsupplicd, and straying amidst the horrors of a 
boundless waste In this country of foreign manners 
and religion, he had not conquered a single man , ho 
had merely made himself master of the ground -which 
he for the moment occupied. That which he had left 
behind him was no more his than that which lie had 
never reached. Insufficient for these -vast solitudes, 
he felt as it -were lost in their imracnsit)'.” 

He then took a rapid view of the different plans now* 
left for his selection “ Some men,” he observed, “ con- 
ceived that he had nothing to do but to march , not 
considering that a month was necessary to recruit liis 
army, and give time for the evacuation of his hospital^, 
and that, if he abandoned his wounded, the Cossacks 
would obtain daily triumphs over his sick and strag- 
glers. His march w'ould carry the appearance of 
flight. That word would resound to the extremities 
of Europe, which was full of envy at his success, and, 
after long seeking to find a iival under W'hom to rally, 
would then think it had found one in Alexander.” 

Then, appreciating tlie wonderful pow er which he 
derived from the prevailing belief in his infallibility, 
he shuddered at the very idea of giving for the first 
-time a shock to it “ What a frightful succession of 
perilous wars would date from his first retrograde move- 
ment ' Let no one, therefoie, any longer blame my 
inactivity. I perfectly well know that in a military 
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point of now Umcow fa tbiolirtely W5rtlil«j Bat 
MotcoTT aItIiotighDQt*inDit»r7’po»itIoii,IiapoUtIcfll 
one I im concefrod to te gcBcral wtile I reallj an 
emperor there 1 Ho then ob»«Tod “ that, in poUtfc* 
a man ncTcr irnut go back, never retnm over the 
groand he haa once potaed never on any account ad 
mlt that he hai been m error that thia aroold dertroj 
aH hi9 coniet[iience and conaideration that even when 
ho Imowi hfnuelf £n the wrong ho ibonld pereerere 
and that perteverence mndd eoon pat hirg hi the 
right.*' 

Snob were hfa reaaons {brperaUting with that tent 
dt^ which had, in former inatanm, been hfa moat 
Tahahle and fortonate qaadlty but wta now hie 
greeteat defect. 

Iq the mean time hit anxiety IiKTeBaed He knew 
that he cooid piece no depe^eziee on the irmj of 
Pmaaia and a comfumlcatfaD from aothorlty to he 
relied on aent to Berthier dwtroytd hfa confidence 
in tbe tnpport of thm of Anatria. KohaDf he clearly 
JMW wu merely trying to cajole him, bat he (bond that 
he had adranc^ to far, that be coold neither proceed 
nor remain where ho waa, retreat nijr fight with bonxmr 
and foctefs. In this Uate of incessant floctnatUm 
alternately mged forward and restrained according to 
his rorying view of Kls circumstances, he itUl hovered 
over hfa Moscow emhers la eager wishes hot scarcely 
admitted hopes 

The letter whldi be bad despatched by Lanrfaton 
ought to bar* been sent off on the 0th of October the 
answer could scarcely arrive before the SOth and 
notwithstanding the varioui indications which me- 
naced him, the pride the policy and perhaps the 
health of Ktpoleon induced him to adopt the moit 
fiingeroo* of all resolres thot of waitb^ the arrival 
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of the desired nns^^e^, and trusting to time, ^vhich 
Tvas m fact destroying Inm Dam, ns \\ell as his other 
officers, -vvas ab'^olutcly astonished to find in Inm no- 
thing of that animated, appropriate, and rapid deci- 
sion, Avhicli corresponded \\ith the emergency of cir- 
cumstances. They remarked that his mind could no 
longer accommodate itself to occasions, and imputed 
all to that natural tenacity which had led to his dela- 
tion, and would now’ bring on his fall 

In a nuhtarj’ position, howcicr, thus ciiticnl from 
its complication with a political one ns delicate and 
difficult as perhaps ever occurred, a hasty renuncia- 
tion of the object which had been kept in i iew* every 
moment from the time of his leai’ing Witepsk, could 
scarcely be expected from a man who had hitherto 
ow ed his greatness to his perseverance 


CHAPTER XI. 

Napoleon, in fact, saw clearly the circumstances of 
his position. He concluded that all would be com- 
pletely lost were he to exhibit to astonished Europe the 
spectacle of his retreat, and all preserved could he 
yet conquer Alexander in determination He appre- 
ciated ivith too painful accuracy the means which he 
still possessed of shaking the firmness of his rival, 
and knew full well that the number of his men, his 
position, the season, and in short every circumstance, 
would every day become more and more unfavourable 
to him. But he depended upon the influence of that 
illusion to which he was indebted for his renown. Till 
the present crisis he had found in it a substantial and 
never-failmg force , he, therefore, exerted himself by 
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Bpcdoflj nrtiiaiiiiigt to *n*tain the confidence of hii 
aShfrent* and perhapi alto th® fwMe tope whict ta 
ncrtr entertained hinaell 

** Moacow In iti state of erticnttion offered no 
Idd or advantage, Ttia. he taid, watnDdontrtedlf 
a miaiortnne, bat a znUfortnoe nidot ma st leaft at* 
tended with tome advantage t had it been otherrrlte, 
ho ihonld have been enable to prtaerve order in to 
exteatire a city to heep down a popnUtion of three 
hundred tbonaand toult* or sleep in the Kremlin 
without being ataascinated. Our enendea left 
behind them nothltg but minti but on thote we coold 
enjoy trangnlUity We were certainly og)eDdlig' 
Tuniiomt bat tbe expenditnre of Rnstla most amount 
to thouunda of millions I Its commerce was perfectly 
Tuined for a century t The nation bad been pot bade 
fan fifty years I That akoe was a most Important re* 
anltt When the first transport of their ardoar had 
peaaed away they would be perfectly aatonisbed and 
confounded by their refieetkw * And be remarked 
in condasbn ** that thia grand convulsioo would in* 
ental^y shake Alexander's thmee and rompel that 
prince to apply to him for peace ** 

If he reviewed bis different ceips-iTaraifo their 
dreadfiilly reduced baltallons presented tohba a front 
exceedingly contracted which he had passed In a few 
momenta. This evident weakness much annoyed him | 
and whether he wished to conceal it as much as pot 
slble fr o m the en e my , or even from his own troops 
he observed that the arrangement by three ranks was 
a very iupidlcfoos and erroneous one t that two were 
enoogh j and tbit therefore he would no longer form 
his iafantry In more than two ranks. 

Still more he was resolved that the regular ifldexi 
tlUty of the official rctuma and statements ibould 
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bend to this illu'^ion He di-?putcd tlio results de- 
livered in. Tlie obstinacy of count Lobau could not 
prevail over his; he thus cndcaiourcd, unquestion- 
abl}, to make his aide-de-camp comprehend ivhat he 
svishcd others should bclicie, and that nothing was 
capable of shaking his dcterminalion. 

Nevertheless, Murat had communicated to liim in- 
telligence of the distress of hisnd\nnccd guard, and 
called earnestly for assistance Bcrthier W’ns struck 
inth terror by the statements from him But Napo- 
leon sent for the officer who hi ought them, pressed 
him With his questions, confounded him by his looks, 
and absolutely overwhelmed him w ith consternation 
by his incredulity , and the assertions of Murat's mes- 
senger abated consequently greatly in their strength. 
Napoleon availed hmiself of the officer’s hesitation to 
revive the hopes of Berthier, and persuade him that 
they might still safely w’ait and he sent back the 
officer to Murat's camp with the opinion, which un- 
doubtedly he would not delay circulating, that the 
emperor was decided, that he had no doubt the best 
reasons for persisting, and that it ivas necessary for 
every one to redouble his exertions. A lofty and con- 
fident bearing for a few days moic might alone give 
efficacy to his negotiations 

The attitude of the array, in the mean time seconded, 
hiB desires The greater number of the officers were 
still full of hope , and the private soldiers, who are m 
the habit of considering their lives as consisting of 
the passing moment, who expect little from the future, 
and therefore never disturb themselves about it, pre- 
served that thoughtlessness of character which is the 
most valu.ihle of all their qualities The rewards, 
however, w'hich the emperor liberally distnbuted among 
them m the daily reviews, were received only with a 
VoL n. I 
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ind Bornttlme* saddened tttaficdon j urf the 
racanl pl*ce» tb»t rrerc fuMt filled op were rtlll corered 
■with blood. "TheM fftTtxm wire 
After quitting Witna, many of them had thrown 
•way their wintiw clothing that they might be able 
to carry more proriiiant. TrarelUng had won- oat 
their ihoei and the rert of their clothes had been worn 
out by %hting Bnt notwithjtsnding olh their attl 
tade was commanding They carefully concealed their 
bareness of dress from the emp ero r , and made the best 
appearance ftiey coaid before blm, with their arms 
glittering and in good order In the first court of the 
palace of the Cms at the distance of eight hosdred 
leagues from their ret oor ce t , and after so great a nnm 
ber of battles end fiicoaac*, they were still desirous 
of appearing neat, alert, and even brilliant for these 
are ootoddered as potztts of honour by the conmnn sol 
dlars ; they attai:^^ loore vahe to them on account 
of the great diSlcalty of accotspUshh^ them, in order 
to excite wonder and admiration, and in consequence 
of that tmlrersal feeling of oar nature which leads a 
wttn to pride himself In that which can be effected 
only with difficulty 

The emperor was lending himself readily to these 
innocent and even laudaBle deceptions, aM availing 
himself of these and all other dreomitances that could 
assist his hopes when suddenly came on the first fall 
of snow and with h, fell to the ground all those 
fiattcring Ilhaiocs which be bad till then eheriibed. 
He then thought only of retreat, withoct however 
even then nttcrii^ the obooxioos term, and wliboat 
any one t being able to wrest from hhn a poslthe order 
amujandag it He merelyeeW thsi in the course of 

twenty days It would be necessary for the army to be 
in winter quartenj and he also orged forward the 
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departure of the ■wounded On tins, as on other occ6~ 
sions, his pride could not submit to the least voluntary 
abandonment. Teams were wanted for the artillery, 
which was now vastly too numerous for an army so 
much reduced That circumstance, houever, made 
■no difference to him, and the idea of leaving any pari 
Rt Moscow was highly irntating to him. “ Ko , tho 
enemy would make a trophy of it ” And he ordered 
the whole of them to be conveyed away -mth the 
hrmy. 

In this desert country he ordered tw'cnty thousand 
horses to be purchased ; and two months’ forage to be 
provided from a district on which dangerous und dis- 
tant circuits were obhged to be taken every day to 
nbtam a scanty supply of food for that day alone Some 
of his friends were astonished at hearing him deliver 
such impracticable orders , but, os wo haVe already 
noticed, be sometimes issued them to deceive his ene- 
mies, and more frequently to indicate to his own 
troops the magnitude of his wants, and the propor- 
tional efforts which would be necessary to supply 
•them 

His agitation appeared only in a few touches of ill 
humour These occurred at his morning levee. There, 
in the imdst of his assembled chiefs, observing their 
uneasy and, as he conceived, disapproving looks, he 
'appeared desirous of repressing them by an attitude of 
seventy and a sharp and concentrated tone of Voice. 
From the paleness of his countenance it was manifest 
that truth, which never speaks more persuasively than 
in the hours of darkness, had long weighed upon his 
mind, and oppressed him by her importunate beams 
On those occasions, his heart sometimes overcharged 
•with grief overflowed on those around him, and Showed 
it in sallies of reproof and impatience . but mstead 

I 2 
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of tliof findin g' relief from liii dugna, he rel^aed 
into it ftfll more deeply fromtheaddedwtlghtoftlie 
injaibre of these atUck* which he w« eftenrird* 
always eager to repair 

It wai only in tte preaonce of cotmt Darn that he 
indulged in the free yet not weak and tmmanly efife 
aion of hii feelinga, He wai going ho saldf to 
march against Kntaaof, to crush him altogether or 
to remove him out of the way and then to turn and 
denly towards Smolentlc.** But Darn who till now 
had recom TP ended this aa the best pl»n that could be 
followed, replied that It was now too 1*! * tli«t the 
Jlussian annyhtd been rein&rced^hU own enfeebled 
and his victory forgotten that when his army had 
once turned its face towards France it would escape 
from him hy detail That every soldier who carried 
away plunder him would be eager to press on 
befcffe the rest, to leU what he had obtained InFranca^ 
IVhat then,” says the emperor “ is to be doee i 
“ Stay here 1" replied Dare ** convert hloscow Into 
one great Intrenched camp and pass the winter In IL 
There would be bread and salt In plenty he was conl- 
dent ■Ttal with respect to other sup^es, an ezten 
sire system of forage would procure them. Tbote 
hones for which they coold not find provender he 
proposed to slsnghter and have salted for proTutons 
and with respect to lodgings. If bouses were wanting 
cellars would be no bid aobstitutes for thnu, and 
ff ere to be had In abundance. AFo might thus wsH 
in safety for spring when our recruits and the whole 
Lithuanian army would arrive to disengage us, to join 
as and tocooplcta the conquest. 

After hearing this proposltioo the emperor rt» 
malned at first filexrt and thoughtful. He then replied 
« This is the counsel of 0 lion I But what would Paris 
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say 1 What ■would it do ? WImt •u'onld he going' on 
there ? "WHiat liad taken place there in the last three 
■weeks, in ■which they had received no intelligence from 
him? And ivho therefore could say what might not 
happen when all communication was harred for six 
months ! No, France must not hcconic accustomed to 
ray absence, and Prussia and Austria would both a\ail 
themselves of it ” 

Hoivever, Napoleon had not yet made up his mind 
whether to remain or to depart. Being vanquished m 
this contest of obstinacy, he postponed from day to 
day the mortifying confession of his defeat. In the 
midst of this dreadful storm of men and elements 
thickening around him, his ministers and aides-de- 
camp observed him employing the latter days of hiB 
residence m Moscow in discussing the merits of some 
new verses winch he had just received, or on n system 
of regulation for the “ Comddie Franqaise,” nt Pans, 
to the completion of which he devoted three evemngs. 
As they were aware of all his anxiety, they could not 
help admirmg the strength of his mind, and the faci- 
lity with which, precisely as he wished, he iVithdrew 
<5r attached the whole power of his attention. 

It was remarked at this penod that he extended 
the time of his meals, which had hitherto been ex- 
ceedingly short as well as simple. He seemed to strive 
to shake off the pressure of his thoughts and feelings, 
by the gratifications of the table , then, he would re- 
cline on his sofa for hours together, and with a ro- 
mance in his hand, appear to be awaiting m a sort of 
stupor the dinoiiement of his extraordinary history 
On observing this obstinate and inflexible mind thus 
strugghng -with impossibility, those about him could 
not help remarking to each other, that, havmg attain- 
ed the height of his elevation, he felt a decided pre- 

. 8 
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Mntlment, tli*t from Hi fim n» 7 Em«nt 

TToold date the declenrfon of hli pcfw^T and that thJf 
it ^ru vhich kept him mactiTe, tenadotta and vhUe 
hb yet wu able lingering for a few momenu longer 
on the eQmmh. 

In the mean time Entiuof wm gaining aQ the trriv^ 
which we were lotlr^ Hla lettera to Alexander ttated 
** hla army to be enjoying the greateat abtmdance that 
hi# recnuU were amrii^ from all qaartera, arid regii 
laxly exerddng hii wounded recorering under the 
care of their frmtUea { all the peaMUtry in actoal 
lery tome In anot, otheri on the tope of ^nrchee for 
obaerratfon, cthen aplea in oor cajiip5> and tome id> 
ainoatu^ thetaaelTei Into car honaea aztd into the 
Kremlin Itaelf Erery day RoatopcHn rtceired from 
them a report concemLag hlosctnr as regnlarly as 
before the eooqaeat. If they undertook to be crox 
g-nMes they did so In order to betray oi Els 
tans broagbt him in aome btmdreda of prUonert erery 
day Erery thing contribnted to the deatmctlon of 
the enemy a army and to the augmentation of hia 
oim. All were aerrli^ him, and betraying ns. In 
•hortf the campaign was at as end for ns but with 
them was only now begUmhig " 

Kntosof did sot neglect a single adrtntage He 
celebrated the rictory of Salamanca, by a lalro in 
bUcanip “ The Frendb be laH, ** were driren 
from Madrid- Ibe arm of the Almighty wta heary 
osNapoleoa. Moscow wtmld be hU pnwn, and the 
grarc both of himself and of hii army lie was 
going to capture France In Ilnislt 1 In this style dtd 
the Russian general addreta hIs own troopi aod his 
enipetor and yet, at the same time be was dbsem- 
IHng with Marat At once fierce and artfal,hf ctraM 
prepare with all neceaiary caution and concealment 
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for the most sudden and ferocious attacks, and dis- 
guise the most baleful projects by homed words and 
flattering caresses. 

At length, after too many days of illusion, the 
spell at length ^\ab broken This was produced by the 
conduct of a Cossack. The barbarian fired at Murat 
at the very instant when that prince had arrived, as 
he had often recently done, at the advanced posts. 
Murat was exasperated, and announced to Milora- 
dovutch that an armistice which had been incessantly 
violated was now completely at an end , and that 
from that moment each could rely only upon himself. 

He at the same time informed the emperor that the 
covered country on his left laid him open to sur- 
pnses both on his flank and xear, that his first line 
backed by a ravme was exposed to be precipitated into 
Jt , and, in short, that the position vhich he occupied 
in advance of a defile was a dangerous one, and re- 
quired him to make a retrograde movement But 
Napoleon could not prevail upon himself to consent to 
it, although at first he had pointed out Woronowo as a 
position of more security. In this vTir, which he still 
continued to consider as more political than military, 
he dreaded more than any thing the appearance of 
turning back , he preferred risking every thing 

However, on the 13tb of October, Launston was 
despatched to Murat, to examine the position of the 
advanced guard As for the emperoi, whether from 
the tenaciousness of his original hope, or because every 
arrangement indicating retreat wounded at once 
his pride and policy, a singular negligence was ob- 
served in his preparations for depaiture His thoughts 
nevertheless were actually engaged about it , foi on 
that same day he drew out his plan of retreat by Wo- 
loklamsk, Zubtzow, and Bieloi, upon Witepsk A 
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znasieiit after Be dictated asother opon Smolentk. 
JttDOt received orden to Bom on tie tift, at Kolot 
ikcUf all the imiBkets of the trcmnded* and to blcnv up 
the eaitsooa. D'EHlIen wu to talre pmetti on of 
Klnia, eitd form inagaxinet there* It mi not tiQ the 
17th that Berthler for the fiiet ilsoe reaching 
hh^tcorr, thought of giving oat a dlitrlhotion of lea 
thar 

Hut ttijcFT-general mi in the preient critical cir- 
enmitance* a very mideqnite gnhedtnte for hii dilef. 
Amldit a toil and climate perfectlj new, he recom 
mended no new precaution and he expected the 
mlnateit detalli to be dictated to him bjthe emperor 
They were forgotten Ihli negligence or want of 
fare^ht« wai attended with fatal cocieqaenctt. In 
an anny in which each corpi wai commanded by a 
minhalt a prince, or even a king lome probably de* 
pended too touch npon others. Bcaldea, Berthler gave 
so orden hUnxelf. He contented hhsielf with re 
peadng accnmtely to the rery letter the dictations of 
Napoleon for as to the sense and spirit of them, whe 
ther through fatigue or habit, be was Inceasantly eon* 
founding the posidre part of these Initmctlons with 
the contingent and coojectnral part. 

In the mean time Is spoleon rallied his corps cf arai/r 
he rerlewedthetroopimorefnjquently at the Kremlin 
formed all the dismounted candry btobattalloni and 
made a magnificent dlstribotton of rewards. The 
trophies, and those of the wounded who were capable 
oftraTBllIng.weresentontoMojalsk. The rest wer* 
collected In tie great Foundlii^ Hosplul t Freneh 
surgeons were left to attend them and tbo wounded 
Kusslans intermingled with them would, It was coo 
celred be a protection for them. 

Bat It was too late. In the midst of these preparu 
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lions, and at the moment when Napoleon was review- 
ing-, m the first court of tho Ivremlin, tlic divisions of 
Ne)', a report suddenly prevailed of a cannonading 
near '^A^mkowo. It was some time before any one 
Avould \ enture to inform him of it , some declining tho 
task from incredulity or suspense, and tlie apprehen- 
sion of a rebuff of impatience, others from an indolent 
and effeminate hesitation to provoke a terrible signal, 
or from fear of being despatched to ascertain the truth 
or falsehood of the intelligence, and thus evposmg 
themselves to a harassing excursion 

At last, Duroc resolved to inform him of it The 
emperor at first changed colour, but rapidly recovered 
himself and proceeded in his review In a short time, 
an aide-de-camp, the younger Beranger, arrived, and 
hastened up to him He announced that the first line 
of Murat had been surprised and completely defeated, 
his left turned by means of some woods, his flank at- 
tacked, and his retreat cut off ; that twelve pieces of 
cannon, twenty caissons, and thirty train- waggons had 
been taken , two generals killed, and between tin ee 
and four thousand men lost, together with the bag- 
gage , and that the kmg himself was wounded He 
was unable to rescue the remams of his advanced 
guard but by reiterated charges against the numerous 
troops who already occupied the high road behmd 
him, which was his only retreat 

Honour, however, had been preserved The attack 
in front, conducted by Kutusof, had been faint , Poni- 
atowski, some leagues to the right, had resisted glo- 
riously Murat and the carbineers, by efforts more 
than human, had checked Bagawout who had been on 
the pomt of breakmg through our left flank , they had 
restored the chances of the battle Claparede and 
Latour-Maubourg had cleared the defile of Spaska- 
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pli*, of irUcli PUtof h&2 alrwtdy gained potrmksii 
two Zetgue* in the re»t of our line. Tiro Rniilin 
genenlj hid been kfUedt and othen wounded the 
Ion of the enemy had been conriderable but they had 
ret&intd the admtsge of the atta^ oar cannoQ| awf 
poalboitf and finally, in fact the rictory 

Marat had m reahty sow, no adranced guard. The 
axtnktiee had destroyed half of the caralry that had 
been prerhiuily left, and tUa engagement had com* 
pleted ha deatznctkin. Iti miserable remnant, exte* 
nnated hy fandne could ecarcely furnish sufficient 
xcatnbers or strength for a charge Bach had been the 
recot nr oencement of the war This was on the I8th 
of October 

On recefr i ag this iotelUgesce, Napoleon reme r ed 
en the fire of hla earlier yean. A thousand ordert, 
aomt renldi^ from a general Tiew of the case oihm 
reathing to ha minutest detmOa, all different from eaeh 
other yet all In conlannlty, and all secemry bunt 
at once from his Im pe toons and comyrehcnslre genlos 
imd, before night came on, his whole army was in 
modem towards 'Woronowo. Droosthr waa to take 
the direction of Fomlnikoe and ronUtowaU that 
towards Medyn. the enperor hiraielf beCoro day- 
break on the l«h of October, quitted Moscow and 
exclaimed, “ Let ta march npon Kaloaga, and woe 
be to those whom I may meet with on my passage T ^ 
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BOOK IX. 


CHAPTER I. 

In the southern part, and near one of the gates of 
Moscow, one of its most extensive suburbs is divided 
into two great roads Both of them lead to Kalouga ; 
the one on the left is the oldest, the other is recently 
made. It was upon the former that Kutusof had just 
beaten Murat. By this same road Napoleon quitted 
Moscow on the 19th of October, announcing to bis 
officers, that he was going to regain the frontiers of 
Poland by Kalouga, Medyn, luknow, Elma, and Smo- 
lensk Rapp observed, “ that it was late, and that 
the ivinter might overtake us on the road The em- 
peror replied, “ that he had been obliged to allow 
time for the soldiers to rest , and for the wounded, 
collected at Moscow, Mojaisk, and Kolotskoi, to pro- 
ceed to Smolensk , ” then, pomting to a sky still 
wuthout a- cloud, he asked them, “ w'hether in that 
brilliant sun thev did not recognise his protecting 
star?” But this appeal to his fortune, and the fore- 
boding expression of his countenance behed the secu- 
rity which he affected. Napoleon, who had entered 
Moscow, with ninety tnousand effective men, and 
twenty thousand sick and wounded, quitted it withmore 
than a hundred thousand effective men. He left onty 
twelve hundred sick. His stay, notwithstanding his 
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daily lovaea, had enahled Mm to mt hu infimtry to 
oompleto hii atocfc of annmnutioii, to incmie BIi 
force by ton thotiaand meot and to protect the recoreiy 

orfooretfeetofthe greater part of his TOmded. Bat 

from thla very first day he might perceive that hla 
cavalry and hia artillery rather crawled along than 
marched. A diftreaalhg a^ht enhanced the gloomy 
forebodinga of our chlet From the preceding eren- 
ing the army had been roaring ontof Moacowwlthoat 
interniptJan. In this coloznn of a hoodred and forty 
thousand men, and nearly fifty thooiand bones of 
every descriptkn, a handled thousand effective troops 
marching at the head, with their Icnapsaclca tod their 
arms, more than five hondredand fifty field pieces and 
two tbooccad ardUerf waggons, sdU here (hat eha» 
raeter of ternble and wuKfce array which became the 
Ticton of the world. Bot the remainder which bore 
a frightfol pTopOTtian, resembled a horde of Tartan 
after a tuccessfol inranoii. It coosisted of three or 
four almost endless files of a coofatrd tsiemhlage of 
calhcbes eaUaoDS elegant carriages, and wagg on s and 
carts of every deecripdoo. Here were seen trophies 
of Rttssiao, Turkish and Persian flags, and the g^tn- 
tlc cTOft of Iwan the Oreetj there bearded Rotslan 
peasants driving or carrying our booty of which 
themselTes formed a parti fo another place aoldlen 
dragging along hy main force wheelharrows filled 
with every thing they could carry away These stu 
pld and reckless beings did not perceive that It was 
impossible for them to aecompllih one dayli march fn 
this way—- eight hundred leagues end all the battles 
which lay before them dlwppeartd before their Inunc 
raparity 

In this long train of followers was a strange and 
motley cr o w d of men of all nations without uniforms 
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or arms , valets were swearing in every language, and 
urging on by blows and shouts ponies harnessed with 
ropes to elegant carnages They were filled with 
plunder snatched from the flames, oi wnth provisions. 
They were also laden wnth French w’omen and chil- 
dren, but lately tranquil and happy inhabitants of 
Moscow, now flying from the liatred of the Musco\ ites, 
W'hich the invasion had drawn dowm upon their heads, 
the amy was their only refuge A few Russian 
girls, voluntary captives, also follow ed One might 
have taken it for a caravan, a w’andenng tribe, or ra- 
thei for one of the armies of antiquity ret inning from 
the w'oik of destruction, laden intli slaves and w’lth 
spoil It W’as impossible to conceive how the head of 
this column could draw after it, and support through a 
route of such extent, so cumbrous a mass of baggage- 
tiam 

In spite of the width of the road and the shouts of 
his escort, it was with difficulty that Napoleon made 
his way through this vast multitude A difficult 
pass, a few forced marches, or a skirmish with a 
troop of Cossacks, would indeed ha\e soon freed us 
fiom all this incumbrance , but chance, or the enemy, 
had alone the power of thus relienng us. 

The emperor w'as very sensible that he could nei- 
ther take from his soldiers the fruit of such unexam- 
pled labours, nor even reproach them for the posses- 
sion of it Besides, the booty was generally concealed 
under piovisions , and how could lie to whom they 
looked in vain foi the subsistence it was his duty to 
provide, forbid them to seize it for themselves ? 
Lastly, in the want of mihtary conveyances, these 
carnages were the only means of preserving the sick 
and the w'ovinded 

Napoleon therefore extricated himself from the im- 
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rociiM trtin TrUch te drow ifttr Kim and advimced oi 
tbo old road to Ealooga. Hopojbedon in tHlf direts 
tlon for aoToial honn, declaring that he -woold con 
qaer Kntuaof on the xery 6eld of hli Tlctory Bat 
harii^ halted in the middle of the day at the he%ht 
upon trhlch etinda the castle of Krasno-pachra, he 
toddenly tamed to the right, and in three marchei 
acroti the fields reached the new road to Kalooga. 
In the midst of this manmom be was overtaken by 
rain, which rendered the cross roads hnpisiahle and 
obliged him to halt TIds eras a great mislbrtime 
Oar gnns were with difficulty dragged throogh the 

The emperor had howvrer masked Ms roorement 
by means of Nay's corps and the remains of blarat s 
'Cavalry which bad rer nab ed behind at Motseha and 
at Worofiowo. KatusoC, deceived by this feint was 
idU expecting the main anoy by tbe old road whUit 
hariry gained the new road In a body, on the Urd of 
October one day's marob woold enable it to pats 
quietly by the slda of Ms position, and to reach Ka 
longa before him. 

On the first day of this morement on Kotusofs 
flank, Bcrthler addressed a letter to him, which was a 
last orerttme towards peace and perhaps at the aame 
time a stratagem of war It received no tallsCactory 
•answer 


CHATTER II 

On the Sard the hnperial bead-qutrtem were at Bo 
lowik. TbU night was oneof happiaeestolie smpe 
rcirt b* learned that Dekow and his divisloo, which 
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was four leagues in advance, liad found Malo-Iaros- 
lavetz and the woods which overhang it unoccupied, 
at siv o’clock m the evening This was a strong po- 
sition within reach of Kutusof, and the only point 
upon which lie could cut us off from the new Kalouga 
road 

The emperor was at first determined to secure this 
advantage in person Tlie order to march was even 
given, nor is it knoim why it was retracted He 
passed the wliole of the evening on horsehack, at a 
distance from Borowsk, on the left road, in which di- 
rection he supposed Kutusof to he He examined the 
groimd under a heavy rain, as if he saw in it the field 
of a future battle On the folloinng day, the 24111 , 
he heard that the Russians disputed the possession of 
Malo-Iaroslavetz with Delzons He showed no emo- 
tion at this intelligence, either from confidence, or 
from uncertamty as to his future movements 

He therefore quitted Borowsk, at a late hour, and 
without any appearance of haste, when the noise of a 
very warm engagement reached him. He then ap- 
peared agitated, lode hastily up a height and listened. 
“Had the Russians forestalled him? had his ma- 
noeuvre failed ? had not this march, in which he was 
forced to pass the left flank of Kutusof, been suffi- 
ciently rapid ?” 

It has been said that the whole of this movement 
was characterised by a little of that torpor which is 
the consequence of a long repose Moscow is only a 
hundred and ten wersts from Malo-Iaroslavetz , four 
days were sufficient to accomphsh this distance — wd 
were six in doing it. But the army, overloaded with 
provisions and booty, was cumbrous, and the roads 
were swampy. 

A whole day was consumed in passing the Nara 
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and it* manhet, and In rallying tlia different coqa 
It waa alK) necemry m de611ng to near the enemy 
to march In cloie colttmn that ire might not offer hfan 
too long a flanlw Whatorer were the catuei of oar 
delay certain It u that all oar mbfortimea may be 
dated from it. 

The emperor cozrtlnaed to liaten the Aoin In 
created—” Can it be a bottle f” laid he. Every dU 
charge m* torture to him, ibr It ira* no loi^rer a 
qnettlan of victory hot of pi'eaervatlon. He urged on 
DavoMt, irho folloired himt Birt wdio did not reach the 
field of battle tfll night, when the firii^ wai growing 
faint and when all wai decidetL The emperor law 
the end of the combat, hot withoot the power of tno 
conring the viceroy A band of Couadu of Twer 
were very near taking one of hla officer* prisoner, at 
a abort dlatasce from him. 

A* toon as tt was night, a general sent by prince 
Engene came to explain all that had passed. He said, 
that they had been forced to pan the Xonja at the 
foot of hIalo«IarotUretx in the bottom of a bed 
formed by Its ccairso then to climb a steep and rag 
ged hill broken Ejy sharp projectioni, open which the 
town Is boilL Beyond U a lofty plain larrtmDdcd by 
woods, whence {line three toads the one directly in 
front which leads from Kalooga, and two on the left, 
from Iicctaiowo, Kntttsora Intrenched camp Del 
*nr» had found do enemy yesterday bnt he dW not 
think proper to place hU whole division in this cle* 
rated town acro« a river and a defile and on tbe 
edge of a precipice down which he might hart been 
thrown by a nocturnal sorpruo Hr therefore, hilled 
on the lower Lank of the lxra}a and sent only two 
battalions to occupy the town and to observe lie 
plain alxTTc 
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“ The night ivaBjust spent; it was four o’cloclt, and 
all were still asleep in Delzons* bivouacs, eicept a few 
sentinels, when all on a sudden Doctorof and Ins troops 
rushed out of the wood with liorrible shouts Our 
sentinels were driven back upon their posts, the posts 
upon tlie battalions, the battalions upon the division , 
nor was it a coup-de-main, for the Uussians were fur- 
nished V ith cannon 

From the commencement of tlie attack, the dis- 
charges of artillery had earned the tidings of a serious 
engagement to tlie viceroy, at three leagues distance 
He added “ that the pnnee then hastened to the field 
with some of his officers, and that his divisions and his 
guard "had followed him mth the greatest precipita- 
tion As he drew near the scene of action, a vast 
movmg amphitheatre opened before him; the Louja 
marked its foot and a cloud of Russian sharp-shooters 
already disputed its banks Behind them, and from the 
top of the escarpment of the town, their advanced guard 
poured down its fire upon Delzons beyond, on the 
plain above, KutusoFs whole array, in two long and 
black columns, advanced rapidly by the two roads of 
Lectazowo They were seen to spread and to intrench 
themselves over the whole of this bare declivity of 
half a league in every direction from its centra, whence 
they commanded all beneath by their number and their 
position , already we saw them estabUshing themselves 
across that old road to Kalouga, which but yesterday 
was unoccupied, and which We might then have taken 
possession of, or have traversed in any direction, 
hut which Kutusof might now defend mch by inch 

“ At the same time, the enemy's artillery had taken 
advantage of the heights which skirted the river on 
his side , his fire crossed the bottom of the winding 
channel m which Delzons and his troops were -en- 

K 3 
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clo»ed- The position wm imtejaUe and anj hei^ta 
tkra fiUL It abtolatelj necemry to extricate 
ounelvM from it, either by a pnxnpt retreat, or by an 
impetoooj attack but oor retreat lay before ti» end 
the Ticeroy ordered the attack. 

** After croiring the Looja by o narrow bri%e the 
great road to Kalcraga enten MaJo'IaroalaTcti, foDow- 
ing the coane of a rarine which aacendj intn the 
town. The RnaalaAi Elled this hoHoir way m a maae. 
Beliona and hla Frenchmen nuhed in headlong the 
Rooia n i rrere broken and orerthrown they gare 
way and bayoneta aooo glittered upon the l^Ighta. 
J)eliona,thlakiBghira*elfaareoftheTi^ry proclaimed 
There remained only on encloanre of bxind:Dgi 
to carry bnt the eoldkra betiuted Ho adranced a^ 
waa enccnaraglng them by hla Tolce hli gcftore and 
hit example, when a ball atmck him oa the forehead 
and felled him to the gronncL His brother threw him« 
fwlfnponhim corered him with his body pressed him 
in hU arms and tried to reecoe him from the fire and 
the preti— o second ball reached himself and they 
expired together 

This low left a great void which it wai necessary 
imtantlr to £IL Gnilletnlnot succeeded Peleoos In 
the command, and Immediately threw a hundred gre- 
nadier* into a cborcb and Its borying-ground, in the 
walls of which they mode bolea for the reception of 
musketry This church was sltonted on the left of the 
high road which it commanded ; we owed the rictory 
to \U Fire timet daring the engagement this post 
was pamd by RassUn colamns In porsah of our 
troops and fire times did the fire from thence skll 
folly and tnccessfolly directed against their flank and 
their rear cmbamii ond slacken the force of their 
onset and when we afterwirds remmed a poilore o 
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offence, tins position placed them between ti\o fires, 
and secured the success of our attachs. 

“ Scarcely had general Guilleininot made tins dis- 
position, when he m as assailed hy clouds of Russians , 
he was driven hack upon the bridge, upon winch the 
viceroy had stationed himself to v atch the action and 
to prepare his reserves Tlie succours mIiicIi he sent 
at first, came in hut feebly, a few at a time , and as 
always happens, each of them, being insufticient to 
make a grand effort, was successively cut off without 
producing any result 

‘'At length, the whole of the fourteenth division was 
engaged The fight then leasccnded, and was a third 
time transferred to the heights But as soon as the 
French passed the houses, as soon as they left the 
central point from which they set out, as soon ns they 
showed themselves m the plain where they were un- 
covered, and vhere the circle became wider, they 
* were no longer able to make an effective resistance , 
exposed to the fire of an entire army, they were beml- 
dered and confused , fresh Russians came on every 
moment, and our thinned ranks were repulsed and 
broken The disadvantages of the ground increased 
their disorder, and they once more made a precipitato 
descent, and abandoned all they had gained 

“ But the howitzers had set fire to the city of wood 
behind them , in their retreat they met the conflagra- 
tion, and were driven back upon the enemy’s fire , the 
Russian recruits became infuriated, our soldiers were 
indignant, they fought man to man, they seized 
each other with one hand, while they struck ivith the 
other , and conquering or conquered rolled down to 
the bottom of the precipice, and into the flames, with- 
out quitting their grasp Theie the wounded expired, 
either stifled by the smoke or consumed among the 
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burning mlrt. nieIrKorcl*ed»ndbl*cka«dikeUUaii 
»oon presented a Hdeota gpeetacle to the eye Trhlch 
traced rn them the remains of the human fb^ 

Alh hofforeri did not do their duty equally rrelL 
One officer, a great talker, ■was obserred at the bot- 
tom of the rarlne wasting, in declamation, the time 
ao preaouB for actiom He detained a sufficient mnn- 
l>er of men in this place of aafety to warrant hii re- 
maining there hhrtMlf, Icanr^ the othen to eapcse 
themselres In detail without union or design. 

* The fifteenth dfvulon atiU remained. Thcrieeroy 
ordered it to udrance sriilcbltdid throwing one bri 
gade to the left into a suburb and another to tho 
right into the town. They were Italian recmits; it 
was their first battle They mountrd the hJU irith 
ahouta of enthudasm, either ignorant of the danger 
•or contenming it, fircnn that strange dltporltion of the 
htrm&nmmd which rendorallfe leudearln Its f;:>riiig 
than in its decline whether it he that ft) youth our 
fear of death is donlniahed by so instincllre feeling 
of it* renjotencai or that the young triumphing In 
the coascioutnest of abundance of day* and prodigal 
of etery thing Urlsh their lira a* ridi men laiih 
their wealth 

« The shock was terrible every thing was a fourth 
time reconquered, and a fourth tbne lost. These 
young aoldjert more ardent than the Teteraas in the 
Ottiet, were aooner discouraged and fled back to the 
-old battalions, which were obliged to support them, 
and to lead them bock to dai^r 

** At this moment the Kosslans emboldened by their 
constantly i nc r eusing number* and by lactesi, de- 
scended on their right to take jxmtfsion of the bridge 
and to cut off all retreat. Pnnee Eugene was re- 
duced to bis last rtserre i he came Into aciUm hlm*elf 
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^v^th Ins guard At tins sight, and at liis shouts, the 
remains of the ISth, 14th, and 15th divisions rallied ; 
they made a last and powerful effort, and for the fifth 
time, the battle was earned up to the heights 

“ At the same time colonel Peraldi, and the Italian 
chasseurs overthrew, at the point of the bayonet, the 
Russians, who were already within bight of the left 
of the bridge , and -without stopping to take breath, 
intoxicated by the smoke and the fire they had passed 
through, by the blows they had given, and by their 
victory, they rushed on to a considerable distance on 
tlie plain above, and tried to get possession of the 
enemy’s cannon , — ^but one of those deep refts by 
■nhich the soil of Russia is fui rowed stopped them 
under a destructive fire , their ranks opened, they ivere 
attacked by the enemy’s cavalry, and driven doivn to 
the gardens of the suburb There they halted and 
closed their ranks Frenchmen and Italians defended 
the upper entrances to the toivn with equal fury, and the 
Russians repulsed at length, fell back and concentrated 
their forces on the road to Kalouga, between the 
wood and Malo-Iaroslavetz ” 

Thus did eighteen thousand French and Italians, 
huddled together in the bottom of a ravine, conquer 
fifty thousand Russians placed above their heads, and 
seconded by all the obstacles which a toivn built on a 
rapid declmty could present The army, neverthe- 
less, contemplated witli giief this field of battle, on 
which seven generals, and four thousand French and 
Italians lay killed oi wounded The loss sustained 
by the enemy did not console them, it was not double 
our own, and their wounded were saved They re- 
collected, too, that, in a similar situation, Peter I , 
when he sacrificed ten Russians to one Swede, thought 
that his loss, not only did not exceed that of his enemy, 
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but cm tbxt he was ft ^miaer by the temble exoiftoge 
AboTe all they had the brtter end heart rending 
thooght that till bloody contat might have been 
aroidfid^ 

In fact the firtt rrhich gleamed on onr r^Htt daring 
the nights of the £9nl and Stth, gave notice of the 
moremant of the Roniam towarda ilalo-IaroilaTeti 
ftnd yet It was remarked that oar march thither ^raa 
languid that a tingle dirulon, thrown at a distance 
of three leagues from all necour had been negb 
gently rliked there, that the dilfeTent corps of the 
army had been posted out of each others readu 
'Where were the rapid anddeoahe moreinenla of Ma 
rengo, Ulm, and Ecknrahlt Why thn Indolent and 
eoaonhered march onder circmnstances to critical* 
Wu it oar artillery and baggage^traln that thw 
deadened tod partly^ oarfDarements f That appear* 
to be the most pro^hla ooojectizre 


CHAPTER in 

Wat* the emperor receired the report of this battle 
he was In a wearer's hot, • few steps to the right of 
the high road, at the bottom of a ronoe on the banks 
of the rimlet end Tillage of Gborodlnla ; it was ballt 
of wood, nlnous and filthy It stood half a league 
£mn hlakvIaroslaTctt, at the entrance to iht turn of 
the Looja. In thU cmmWing hovel. In a dark and dirty 
chamber divided Into two by means of a cloth, the 
fate of the arrovund of Ennipe waato be derided. 

The early jwrt of the night was passed la recelr 
ing IntelUf ence All agreed that the enemy was pee- 
paring for a battle on the morrow, which all were 
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desirous of avoiding At eleven o’clock Bessieres 
entered Tins marshal owed his elevation to the length 
of his services, and especially to the affection of the 
emperor, who had attached himself to Inm ns to a 
creature of his own It is true that a man could not 
become a favounte Avith Napoleon by the means which 
conciliate monarchs in general, he must at least have 
followed him, and have been of some use to him, 
for the emperor cared little about merely agreeable 
qualities , m short, he would have men about him ■ 
who had been somethmg more than, witnesses of so 
many victories , and ivorn out, at length, by his im- 
mense exertions, he accustomed himself to look with 
the eyes he thought he had formed 

He had just sent Bessieres to examine the enemy’s 
attitude The marshal obeyed, he carefully passed 
along the front of the position the Russians had taken 
up “ It IS,” said he, “ unattackable ” “ Oh hea- 
ven said the emperor, clasping his hands, “ did 
you see rightly ? Are you sure this is true 1 Can 
you answer for it ?” Bessieres repeated his assertion ; 
he affirmed that three hundred grenadiers, m that po- 
sition, would be sufficient to arrest the progress of a 
whole army. Napoleon crossed his arms wnth an air 
of consternation, his head fell upon his breast , and 
he seemed absorbed imthe most melancholy reflections. 

“ His army is victorious, and he is conquered ' His 
way IS cut off, his manoeuvres foiled ' Kutusof, an 
old man, a Scythian, has intercepted him ! Nor can 
he accuse his star. Has not the sun of France ap- 
peared to follow him mto Russia? Even so lately as 
yesterday, was not the road to Malo-Iaroslavetz unoc- 
cupied? Fortune therefore has not been wanting 
towards him — is it possible that he can have been 
wantmg towards fortune ?” 
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Loet fn tiu* etyn of aaiolixtbg tioagtU, ht hU 
Into *0 great a contention of spirit, tlutjKine of Us 
ttt en aa n tf could draw a wonl from Um.— Scarcely 
with the Trtmoet fanportmuty, coold they nccecd In 
oiCtming the IrtJt tigru At length he wished to taio 
•ome rcpou hut the most burning restleeiiiess po^ 
wed him. AH the remainder of thit dreadfal ii^ht 
he lay down, rote op again, called incenantlr for his 
people yet not a won! betrayed hit distress the tgi 
tatlon of Hs body alone betrayed to his attendants the 
tempest which tossed hla mind. 

About fonr o clock In the morning one of fab at 
tendant officers, prince d Arembeig came to Inform 
hhn thatiome Comcka, under corer of the night and 
of the wood, and fanrtjred by some Ine^roaUuM of the 
groood were gliding be t w ee n him and bis adrae^ed 
posts The emperor had jost sent roUatowsVl on hb 
right to Krememkol He had »o httle expectatmoof 
the enemy oh that ride, that he had neglfcted to post 
videttes on hu nght flank. He (borefore dbrega^cd 
the Information of the officer 

Am soon as (he wn of the SSth appeared shore the 
horizon, he tnoontedhls botse and sdranced on the 
road to Kalonga, which to him was only that toMalo- 
laroslatetx. To reach the bridge of ibat city he had 
to cross a pltln of half a league sqoart surrounded 
by the windings of the Louje. Ho sms followed only 
by n few officers The foar tguoJrons of his custom 
ary escort not having received notice were hasten 
ing to }oIn him, but had not yet come up. The road 
was throTigcd with the medlctl chmtv snd waggons 
whh artillery and carnages for (6e u*e of the oiticerr 
It was the faterwr of the armf^ every one marched In 
cooEdence tod security 

Some tmsll parties Wert now descried at a dlitsnee 
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towards the nght, their long black lines were seen 
advancing. A confused clamour next arose. Some 
women and boys were seen returning, luiming, in- 
capable of either understanding or answering any 
question whatever, frantic, breathless and speechless 
with terror The waggon-tram stopped, hesitated, 
and were thrown into confusion , some w anted to go 
on, others to turn back, they diove against each 
other, some were upset, and in a short time the dis- 
order and tumult w ere complete 

The emperor looked and smiled, thinking it a mere 
panic His aides-de-camp suspected the Cossacks were 
advancing, but they saw them broken into such 
small parties, that they were still m doubt , if these 
wretches had not yelled wdien they came to the attack, 
as they alw’ays do, ns if to stun themselves and blunt 
their sense of danger, perhaps Napoleon himself 
would not have escaped them "N^Tiat mcreased the 
danger was that the noise was at first mistaken for 
acclamations, and their hurrahs for shouts of “ Vive 
I’Empereur.” 

It was Platof wath six thousand •Cossacksj'who, in 
the rear of our victoiious adianced guard, had at- 
tempted to cross the nver, the low plain, and the high 
road, carrying off every thing in their passage , and at 
this very moment when the emperor, tianquilly -ad- 
vancing in the midst of his army, between the -wind- 
ings of a deeply-bedded river, refused to give credit 
to so audacious a project, they executed it Ha-vmg 
once sprung forward, they approached so rapidly, 
that Rapp had only time to say to the emperor, “ It is 
they, turn hack ” The emperor either did not see 
distmctly, or had so strong a reluctance to fly, that 
he persisted, and w'ould have been surrounded, had 
not Rapp seized the- bndle of his horse, and forced 
VoL. II I. 
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Um rotmd exclanmng “ Yon nmit I” myl m 
flight fr« abtolnteljr necwary N«pol»on • pride 
cx>Qld not bend to thli Ho pnt hie hand on hii nrord^ 
the prince of Neufchatel and the ^ni-^cayer fol 
lonred hli eumplo and placing themelrcj on the Jeft 
ride of the road, they tnJted lor the approach of the 
horde. 

They were icarcely forty pacee off Rapp had only 
time to turn and &ce these barhanans, the firvt of 
>rbom phmged a Uzkco with ettch ricdence into his 
hones chest, thit he thnsn* him completely orer 
The other aldesnie-ciimp and tome horsemen of the 
guard disengaged Rapp from this perilous situation. 
This action, the courage of liccoulteux, the efforts of 
about trenty ofBcen and chasseurs and abore tU the 
aridity of the barbarhzEi for plunder, saved the 
emperor 

They had Indeed, only to reach out their hands 
to take it for in croulng the high rood, they bad 
orerthrown erery thing In one momeut, hones, men, 
and carriages some they killed and wounded drag 
glng them off into the snwds to strip them, and turn- 
ipg the horses harnessed to the guns they led them 
away across the fields But thelris was but the rie- 
toiyof a moment— the triumph of a surpriie The 
ctTilry of the guard come up at thU sight the coi 
■ neks abandon^ tbelr spoil and fled ; and this torrent 
rolled away learit^j It b true traces of its dettrue 
Uto power but bearing nothing in its farthereoorte 

Soreral of these barbarians had however shown a 
boldness amcmnUi^ to insolence They were seen 
retreatirg srith the ntmoit deliberation acrois the In 
terrab between our sqoadroo*, and quietly reloading 
their anus. They reckoned on the hearioess of our 
pidted cavalry, upon the lightness of their own 
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horses, whom they urge on with the whip Their 
flight was accomplished UTthout disorder : they faced 
about several times, mthout, however, uniting till 
they were within reach of our fire, so that they left 
very few wounded, and not a single prisoner. Lastly, 
they had drawn us upon some ravines covered with 
underwood, where we were stopped by their cannon, 
which were waiting for them. All these circumstances 
deserved serious consideration. Our army was worn 
out, while the war u as rekindled in all its freshness 
and integrity 

The emperor, struck with astonishment at the au- 
dacity of this attack, halted till the plain was cleared ; 
he then proceeded to Malo-Iaroslavetz, where the 
viceroy showed him the obsta.'iles which had been 
overcome the day before 

The ground itself told enough Never was a field 
of battle more terribly eloquent I Its marked and 
abrupt forms, its blood-stained rums, the streets whose 
course uus now only to be traced by the long line of 
dead bodies and of heads crushed by the wheels of 
the artillery, the wounded who were stiU seen crawling 
from amidst the ruins, with their clothes, their hair 
and even their limbs half consumed, and uttering the 
most piteous cnes , the melancholy sound of the last 
sad honours, which the grenadiers were paymg to the 
remains of the^. colonels and generals , every thing 
bore witness to th's fiiry of the struggle The glory 
of It alone is said to have struck the emperor He 
exclaimed, “ that the honour of so glorious a day be- 
longed to pnnee Eugene alone ” It cannot be doubted, 
however, that this dreadful spectacle increased the 
gloomy impression which his mmd had already re- 
ceived He afterwards advanced into the plain above 
thetoivn. 

L 2 
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- CHAPTER IV 

Co*ViiiEs, ao yoQ recollect thht iittl field npon which 
the comjuwt of the world wi* itopped upon which 
twenty jean of Tlctory were wre ch ed niton which 
began the decline, the ndn of ottr fortdnes? Can 
jon not itUl lee that mined and blood*itained town 
tboao deep mvlnei, and the woodi which inrronnd 
iheploin above and ^ro It the character of a field 
endoied for combaL On one tide are the French 
xomiog from the north which they teeh to arold | on 
the other it the entrance of the woods the Rotslani 
^fnarding the loath, and trying to drive n* back trpon 
their remtle*! winter between the two armies U Ka 
polecD in the nddtt of this plain hit eyes and hii 
iteps wander frotn the loath to the wasU on the roads 
to Halonga nod to Medyn both are closed agsl&it 
bun. On the Kalooga road, Kntmof at the head of 
a hnndred and twenty thotuand men appear* ready to 
dlspote twenty leagnes of defile*. On the side of 
Medyn ho sees a oomeToa* body of hoT*e it ii PUtof 
and those same hordes which h^e jest penetrated the 
flankofhbarmy which crossed itfromilde to sUe and 
which retired loaded with booty to form again on bis 
right flanV, where reinforcements and artillery awaited 
^1*^, TUi Is the side on which the emperor’s eyes 
were longest fixed; hero he consahed hi* naps »d 
vised with his generals and discorered from the vio- 
lent discordance in their opioioni of which even bis 
presence did i»t moderate the exprctslon, how critical 
tras his position then, weighed down with vaSn vt* 
grets and melancholy foreboding* he siowiy rclomed 
to hi* head-<ia*rter*, 

Marat prince Eegene Bertblcr Dirooit and He* 
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Bierei< followed hira. The miserahle d\\ elHiig of an 
obscure artisan sheltered an emperor, two kings, and 
three generals. There was to be decided the fate 
of Europe, and of the army by which it had been con- 
quered. The end in view was Smolensk. Were they 
to march upon it by Kalouga, Medyn, or Mojaisk ? 
Napoleon was seated before a table ; his head rested 
on his hands, which concealed his features, and with 
them, doubtless, the distress w'hich they betrayed. 

All hesitated to interrupt a silence big vnth desti- 
nies so imminent and so vast , nhen Murat, whose 
only mode of action was by abrupt and impetuous 
bursts, became weary of the suspense. Listening to 
nothing but his own genius, and the boiling blood 
which flowed through his veins, he broke through this 
state of uncertamty by one of those impulses which 
either raise, or hurl headlong. 

He rose, and exclaimed, “ that he might be accused 
of imprudence, but that the circumstances of the war 
were such that every thmg must be brought to a deci- 
sion, and every thing called by its right name that 
when nothmg remained but to attack, prudence be- 
came rashness and rashness prudence , that to stop 
was impossible, to fly dangerous , that they must, 
therefore, pursue What did the threatening attitude 
of the Russians and their impenetrable woods sigmfy ? 
He despised them If the emperor would only give 
him the remains of his own cavalry, and the cavalry 
of the guard, he would plunge into the thick of their 
forests and of their battalions, he would rout them 
all, and open a way for the army to Kalouga ” 

Here Napoleon, raising his head, quenched all 
this fire by saying, “ that there had been temerity 
enough, that too much had already been done for 
glory , that it was now tune to think of nothing but of 
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iETingtlrtrmiuntoftbeftnay- Bei5lem,then,tcttf 
iuA either by pnde -mKraaea at the idea of aerring 
under the king of Najdea, or by the d«lro ofpreaerv- 
ing mihroken that cavalry of the gnard which he had 
formed fiir which he wai rwpontible to Napoleon and 
upon which depended hla conmamd and hli n*efnlne*J| 
feeling that he was mpported hy the emperor’a opinion, 
Tontared to add, ** that there wat not eplrit enoogh 
in the aiiu/ nor even in the guard, for furh cse/tlosf 
It wu already said that the waggon-train was Intuf 
fident that Ae conqueror If wounded would hence- 
forth r em ai n a prey to the conquered j that erery 
Woond vroold then be mortal Marat would therefore 
be languidly followed. And In whot sort of a pori 
tkmf The etrength of h had already been tried— 
agaimt what enemlea ! Had they not obeerred the 
field of battle of the preceding day hadthrynot leen 
with what fury the Rnaskn recrulti tnrcely armed 
or clothed advanced to be alao^tered. The marebal 

conclnded by pronouncing the word retrtti which the 
emperor approved by bb ellence 
The pnnce of Eclomihl then decUrcd " that ilnco 
retreat waa determined on Le requested that It might 
be by way of hledyn and Smolrnik. Here Blurit 
interrupt^ Davowt and either from animoilty 
against him, or from the diadooragement coiocquent 
on checked tementy, he profeewi to be ealonlahHl 
that anybody ahoold dare U> propose to the e m peror 
an act of wch ImpnidcDee ** Had Davouit iwom 
the destmetko of the army f Did he wUh that ao 
Jong azid ao cnmbmnj m rolomn ihtmW be dragged 

along without gulden, and uncertain of It* way orer 

an unknown country within reach of Kotu>ol^ pre- 
icnting lu flank to every atroVe of the eoemy f M outd 
be, Davouat, undertake to defend Hf And why 
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•wlien BorowsTc and Vereia in our rear would lead 
us to Mojaisk without danger, should we lefuse this 
wy to safety? There proMsions must have been 
collected, there eveiy thing was knowa to us, no 
traitor could mislead us ’* 

At these words, Davoust, burning with an anger 
which he could hardly repress, replied, “ that he pro- 
posed a retreat across a fertile soil, over a new road, 
abounding in provisions, and unspoiled, through vil- 
lages still standing, and by the shortest way, m order 
that the enemy might not cut us off from the road by 
Mojaisk to Smolensk, the one proposed by Murat 
And what a road ' A desert of sand and ashes, in 
which the tram of wounded would add to oui diffi- 
culties , m which we should find nothing but ruins, 
traces of blood, skeletons, and famine That if his 
advice were asked, he was bound to give it ; that lie 
would obey a contrary order with the same zeal as one 
he himself had suggested , but that the emperor alone 
had a right to impose silence upon him and not Murat, 
who was not his sovereign, and never should be " 

The general was becoming hot, when Bessieres and 
Berthier interposed. The emperor remained motion- 
less, absorbed, and apparently insensible to aU that 
passed. At length he broke silence, and dissolved 
the council by these words, — It is well, sirs, I will 
decide.” 

He decided to retreat, and by the road which led 
him most speedily from the enemy , but it cost him a 
dreadful effort to extort from himself an order so 
new to him This effort was so painful, so bitterly 
repugnant to his pride, that dunng the ipward strife it 
occasioned he lost the use of his senses Those who 
attended upon him said, that the report of another 
skinmsh'with the Cossacks near Borowsk, some leagues 
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in the Tttr of the anny mu the feeble hot dedriT© 
ehock ^hich determined Mra opon thii htMl coarte 
What ifl TemarTaUe that he ordered thii retreat 
toTTardi the north, at the rery moment tehcn Kntnsof 
and his Roesisiij weakened hr the shock they bad re« 
cdved at hlalo-Iaroalarett were retiring on the eonth 


CHAPTER V 

Dnaixo this same night the same ansdetyhad agitated 
the Rossiaa amip JhzHog the combat at MaloTa 
roslaretj;, Kntnaof wu seen feeling his war to the 
held of battle halting at every step, aoendiog the 
grmmd u if he wu afraid It shoold giro way coder 
him, and waiting to hare the corps which he sent t« 
the relief of Doetorof snctfestirely extorted from him 
He dared not place himself across Nipoleon i roai 
until the hour when general engagements are no 
longer to be feared 

It ^rBS then that AVIIson, heated with the eornbat 
hastened to him ^VUson, that aetire enterprising 
EngUshinan whom wo had found In Egypt and Spain 
and e i r r ytT h evo the determined foe of the French 
and of IsBpoleon- Ho was the representalWe of the 
in the Kussmn army In the midst of Kctoiors 
power he was an independent roan an obserrer and 
erenajodge — infallible caasei for areraion. IHiprt 
srnce was odioos to the old RossUc and as hatred 
nerer fails to beget hatred they mBlually detested 
each other 

Wilson r e p r oa ched him with his Inetroeclrsble tsr 
dinessj fire tiroes in one single day dW it eanse thrm 
to mui of Tictory u at W iokowo } he rerolnded him 
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of tliat engagement, ivliich tool, place on tlie IStli of 
October On that day, in fact, Murat ns lost if Ku- 
tusof had ■warmly engaged the front of the French 
army •while Beningsen turned their left uung But 
whether it were from indifference and slouTiess, the 
natural defects of age, or whether, as some Russians 
affirmed, Kutusof was less the enemy of Napoleon 
than the rival of Beningsen, the old man attacked too 
languidly and too late, and desisted too soon. 

Wilson continued, he remonstrated ■mth him, he 
requited him to give battle on the morrow, and, on his 
refosing, he exclaimed, “ that the general was then de- 
termined to leave a free passage for Napoleon, to allow 
him to escape with the nctoiy he had won. What an 
outcry of indignation would be raised m Petersburgh, 
in London, and throughout Europe ! Did he not al- 
ready hear the murmurs of his troops ?” 

Kutusof replied with irritation, “ that undoubtedly 
he would rather build a bridge of gold for the enemy 
than endanger his own army, and with it the fate of 
the empire Was not Napoleon retreating 1 Why 
should they stop him, and force him to conquer The 
climate would, suffice for his destruction , of all the 
alhes of Russia -winter is the most certain and faithful ; 
he was resolved to wait for its assistance that the 
Russian army belonged to him, and should obey him 
in spite of the clamours of Wilson , Alexander, if 
rightly informed, would approve his conduct What 
did England sigpiify to him? did he fight for her? 
His duty as a Russian was before every other consider- 
ation , he desired the deliverance of Russia, and this 
would be effected -without running the risk of another 
battle , as for the rest of Europe, he cared very little 
whether it were subjugated by France or by England ” 

Wilson was thus repulsed, nevertheless, Kutusof 



n't HllTO»r OF JtlFOUTOK^I 

encloi ed togrttar witli Ibo French trmy in the pUin 
‘«boTe Mftlo-IaroiltTetx, compelled to preecnt the 
inort formidable appearance of preparatioii. On the 
£5th he drew up all hu dirliioQat and'poeted aeren 
hundred piece* of artillery Througbout both th* ar 
mle* the nxat perfect co n Tiction prtTaIle<h that a 
and dedafro day rra* at hand. In thi* conrlctkm 
WiJionhimaolf ihared He remarked that the rear of 
the Runlan Uaet reited upon a boggy nmno crowed 
by an Inaecnre bridge, TTila wa* the only tray of re 
treat It via mthin eight of the enemy and appeared 
to hsn Impracdcahle I^itoiof then ncmit conqueror 
perah and the EngUihman tmilrd at the hope of a 
dedfire battle whether Italasue irere fatal to ^apo< 
leoni or daegerou to Hasaia> it tmat be bloody, and 
£ngland fn either cue tnsat be the gainer 
Night being come howercr he r^e along the ranld 
In reatlea andety he reseed to hear Kntuiofnrear 
that he rroold at ler^th fight he exulted to mo all 
the Xlunlan geoeraU preparing for a temble confiiet 
Beniogfen alone atU doubted. Nererthelecr the 
FngUshmad pertoadedthat thepoeitbo would not al* 
lowthemtoretreatt lay down to rest till daybreak when 
at about three o clock In the morning he was awakened 
hy an order for a general retreat. AUhli efforts were 
useless. Kutoaof had determined to retreat towards 
the south first to Qonczarewo then to the other side 
ofKalouga, and already erery thing was ready forhls 
passage over the Oka. 

It was at this tame instant that Jsapoleon ordered 
his troops to retire towards the north upon Mojalik. 
The two armies, mutually dceelrtd by their adranced 
gnardi tho* tamed their backs upon each other 
Wilson declared that on KutosoTs side the re- 
treat was like a rout.” Caralry artHlery wsggoot 
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and battalions, flocbed from all parts to the entrance 
of the bridge on the rear of the Russian army Tliere 
all these columns pressing from the right, the left and 
the centre, met, and -were crowded together, and mm- 
gled into a mass so enormous, so condensed, that it 
lost all power of motion. Several hours elapsed be- 
fore this passage could be disencumbered and cleared. 
A few shot thrown at random by Davoust fell in the 
midst of the tumult. 

Napoleon had only to march upon this disorderly 
crowd Wlien the greatest struggle, that at Malo- 
laroslavetz, had already been made, when he had 
nothing now to do but to advance, he retreated But 
such IS war , nobody ever attempts or dares enough. 
One arlny knows not what the other is doing The 
advanced posts are the extenor of these two great 
antagonist bodies, by them they impose upon each 
other There is an abyss between them, even when 
within sight of each other 

Perhaps the emperor’s want of prudence at Moscow 
produced his want of boldness and enterprise here , 
he was wearied , the two skirmishes with the Cos- 
sacks had disgusted him , he was affected at the state 
of his wounded, shocked and revolted by 'so many 
horrors , and, like a man extreme in his resolutions, 
when he could no longer hope foi complete i ictory, he 
determmed on a precipitate retreat 

From that moment he sawnothmg but Pans, just as 
at settmg out from Pans he bad seen nothing but 
Moscow It was on the 26 th of October, that the 
fatal movement of our retreat commenced Davoust, 
with tAventy-five thousand men, formed the rear- 
guard AVlnle he advanced a feAv steps, and without 
knowing it struck tenor into the Russians, the mam 
army, astonished at itself, turned its back on them. 



Il9 HUTOtT or IflPOIJOVi 

The men nurclied \Titli ejtf on tbe groond 
Mhtmed and homUed. In the mldtt of them, thar 
lender In gloomy rilence teemed tnsloaily to meunre 
hi* line of commxmicatloni with the fortreoe* on the 
Vlftnla. 

In a conrte of two bnndred and fifty league*, that 
nrer afforded him only two plart* of rest and rtfreth 
cKnt. Flrit, Smolenik, and then Minsk. These two 
dtiei irere hi* grand depdt* hsmense magazines were 
coDected in theta. Bot Wittgenstein *tatkmary be 
fore Folotak, threatened the left dank of the former 
and Tchltdiakof who had already reached Breskll 
toirtdry the right dank of the latter Wittgenstein * 
f orce was Increased by the recnrit* hy the new corps 
which he daily recefred and by the gradoal faJbog 
off in St. Cyr'i ttoope 

Napoleon, bow e rcf placed great dependance on the 
doke of fiellano and hU tUrty>iix thooiand fresh 
troops. This corps had been at Srao.cosk crer ilnco 
the bq^imiing of September j he also reckoned upon 
the detachments vhidi the depbti rroald famish upon 
the eonralescent aide and wounded and epon the strtg 
glers raiUed and formed again into marching batta 
Ifcm* at MTlna. All of these would locctssitely join 
the anny and would Ell the Tacandes made In the 
rank* by the sword by famine and by disease H* 
would then bare time to rccorer that position on the 
Dana and the Borystheoes where hi* presence as he 
wished to bar* it bellrted, added to that of ^^ctpr 
St. Ctt and Macdonald would keep IVlttgenstelo in 
check, stop the pr o gre ss of Kotusof and threaten 
Alrrander in hU second csjdtaL 

For these reasons be proclaimed that he was going 
15 take up a position on the Duna. Bol ft was not 
upon that rirer and the Doryithenrs that hU thoughts 
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rested. He was conscious that it would be impossible 
for Ins harassed and enfeebled army to keep possession 
of the space between the two rivers, and of the streams 
themselves, which the fiost would soon render passable 
He did not calculate upon a sea of snow, six feet m 
depth, which winter spreads over these regions, and 
soon converts mto a solid mass , the whole country 
would then become One open load, and the enemy 
would penetrate into the spaces between his wooden 
cantonments, spread over a frontier of two hundred 
leagues, and would burn them. 

If he had stopped there at first, as he proposed on 
his arnval at Witepsk, if he had kept together and 
refreshed his army, if Tormasof, Tchitchakof, and 
Hoertel, had been driven out of Volhyma, if he had 
raised a hundred thousand Cossacks m those nch pro- 
vinces, his winter-quarters might indeed have been 
habitable. But nownothmg was in readiness, and 
not only was his force msufficient to mamtain himself 
there, but Tchitchakof, a hundred leagues in his rear, 
would still have it m his power to interrupt his com- 
munications with Germany and with France, and would 
menace his retreat At Minsk, then, a hundred 
leagues beyond Smolensk, in a more enclosed position, 
behind the marshes of the Beresina, he must seek his 
winter-quarters, from which he is now divided by 
forty days’ march 

But can he arrive there in tune ? He had reason to 
believe that he could. Dombrowski and his Poles 
yiosted, as a corps of observation round Bobruisk, 
were sufficient to keep Hoertel in check Swartzen- 
berg was victonous , he was at the head of a corps of 
forty-two thousand Austnans, Saxons, and Poles, 
which would be increased to more than fifty thousand 
by the arrival of Durutti and his French division from 
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xrir»w He Bid partaed Tonnaiof to the Btnki of 
the StjT 

The lUmUn army of Moldati* Bid !t i* tme 
joined the tett of the irniy of VolByrdi, md TcBitcBi 
kof in icUre lod determined general hid taken the 
commind of thete fifty fire thooiand men the Ans» 
trim general Bad Baited and Bad eren thonghtfit oo 
the SSrd of September to retire behind the Cog bet 
Be crowed thli nw again it Break litoinky, ind 
Napoleon wu Ignorant of all that bad pixaed before. 

At all erenti nnleii there were treachery which It 
was too late to guard against, and which coold only be 
prevented byapredpltateretnni Be n%Bt reaaoniBly 
hope that Swa rtaen berg Regnler Bnnitti Domhrow 
fU, and twenty thoasand mm atitkmed it Minsk 
Slcsuffl, Orodoo aitd AVRim, thit terctity thonsand 
men^lothoTt wooidsot aliowiiztythoniind Aotslana 
to lelxe hu magixbcs and ent off bU refreat. 


CHAFTEK VI 

Scab were the precarioua eonjectnrea to wBlcB Isapo* 
leon was redoced, when, on BU irTival it Vertla 

MortieT presented BlmseU before blra Ball pertelvt 
that, hurried al o n g as we then were by the rapid sac- 
cession of violent scenes end meraorable ertnts, tny 
attention has been directed from a faet worthy of wh 
lice On the asrd of October it hilf put one in the 
morning the ilr trai iBikrn by a terrible erplollon ; 
the hostile aimin iBongh grown too familiar to the 
ttror^ and the terrible to be easily rirprlitd were 
for a moment astonished at It. 

hlortlcr Bad obeyed BU orders. The Kremlin ex 
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isted no longer. Barrels of powder had been placed in 
all the h,allsof the palace of thcCzars, and a hundred and 
eighty-three thousand pounds eight under the vaults 
of It The marshal n ith eight thousand men remained 
upon this volcano, which a Russian shell might have 
blown up He there covered the march of the army; 
towards Kaloiiga, and the retreat of our various wag- 
gon-trains towards Mojaish 

Out of these eight thousand men, there were scarcely 
two thousand upon whom Mortier could rely, the 
rest, dismounted horsemen, soldiers of different ages 
and countnes, without the tie of similar habits, of 
common recollections, or, in short, any thing tliat binds 
men together, formed a promiscuous gathering, rather 
than an organized body their dispersion ivas fully to 
be expected 

Mortier was loohed upon as a sacrificed man. The 
other generals, his companions in glory, had taken 
leave of him with tears in their eyes, and the emperor 
with this expression, “ that he relied on thp marshal’s 
good fortune, hut that, at all events, in war one must 
take one’s share of the danger ” 

Mortier acquiesced without hesitation His orders 
were to defend the Kremlm, and on his retreat to blow 
It up, and to set fire to the rest of the city On the 
21st of October, Napoleon sent him his last orders 
from the castle of Krasno-Pachra After he had exe- 
cuted them, Mortier was to march in the direction of 
Vereia, and to form the lear-guard of the army 

In the letter containing these orders, Napoleon 
pai ticularly recommended hun to load the waggons of 
the young guard, of the dismounted cavalry, and, in 
short, all he could find with the men who were still 
in the hospitals “ The Romans,” added he, “ ad- 
judged cmc crowns to those who saved the life of a 
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cidroD— tte doke of Treriso will mont sock • c i ' ovr n 
for erery loldJer he ihall art Ho mutt motrat them 
upon hit own hones upon tho hortei of til hit peo- 
ple Thit it whtt ^tpoleon hlnitelf did tt Stint Jets 
d Acre TTiii tnetture it the more expedientt bectnte 
tt toon tt the rick tsd wtnmded retch the trmy 
hone* and ctmtges will bo IouihI for them, trhkh tho 
conirnnptlon of prorUiont will then htTO ict tt U- 
berty The emperor hope* ho thtll biro to Ictrify hit 
tttitftction to tho date of Trevito, for taniig him 
fire hundred men. Ho moat he^in hj tho oiBcert, 
then the tnbaltom o£cort and giro the prefer- 
ence to Frenchmen that he nmitf -thereiore etsem 
hie til the genervii and officers under hb command 
and impren npon them the imporitnct of thlt met- 
nn and the merit they wDJ acquire In the eyes of 
the emperor ^ fariog him hre hundred men " 

In proportwn, howBTer»M the main army retreated 
from hloscow the Coiiadct had pesetmt^ loto Ha 
tubarbt, and hlortier bad drawn hU men aroond the 
Kremlin ai the last remains of Ufa retires to the 
heart after death has seized upon the extremides. 
These cosaacki formed the adranced guard of ten 
thousand Russians commanded by AMuzisgerode 
niu fore%n general Inlamed by hatred agafcit 
Napoleon and wro cg ht up by the desire of retakirg 
Moscow, and of natamliilnglilmvJf in RtnaU by that 
rignal expblt, dashed forward in adrance of h«s own 
troops he rapidly crossed the Ororgian colony rushed 
towards the Chinese town and the KirmllD, met the 
adranced posts disregarded them, fell into an am 
boscade and fiodlng himself laVra in that rery nty 
which be came to Ul* he suddenly changed hb gsme 
wared his handkerthlef in the air, and detUred thst 
he was t-nt with orertures 
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He was conducted to tlie duke of Treviso ; with t'h6 
utmost audacity ke claimed the rights of nations, 
which he affirmed were violated in his person Mortier 
replied, “ that a general-in-chief, who presented him- 
self in such a manner, might he taken for a rash soldier 
hut never for a negotiator, and that he must instantly 
suriender lus sword ” Upon this, the Russian general, 
seeing that it was in vain for him to attempt to impose 
upon the marshal, acquiesced, and confessed his im- 
prudence 

At length, after a resistance of four days, the French 
abandoned this fatal city for ever They earned away 
^vlth them four hundred wounded, but before their 
retreat, they deposited in a secure and secret place, a 
tram of very cunous construction, which was already 
consuming by a slow fire , the progress this would make 
was calculated, the precise hour at which the fire Avould 
reach the immense heap of powder shut up in the 
foundations of this devoted palace was known. 

Mortiei retreated precipitately, but the moment he 
retired, rapacious Cossacks, and filthy boors, at- 
tracted by the desire of plunder, flocked together and 
approached the city they listened, and emboldened by 
the apparent tranquilhty which reigned m the fortress, 
they ventuied to penetrate into it, they ascended the 
stairs, and already were their hands extended to grasp 
their booty, when in a moment all were destroyed, dis- 
piembered, thrown into the air with the walls they 
^ame to btnp, and "mth thirty thousand muskets which 
had been left there , their mutilated limbs, mixed with 
fragments of the buildmg, and with broken arms, fell 
far and wide m a frightful shower 

The earth trembled under Mortier’s steps Ten 
leagues faither on, at Feminskoi, the emperor heard 
this explosion, and with that tone of anger with 
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triilch to *ometfmef eddrwcd Eoropt, Be latned t 
prodamitkiii the foUowing dxj djOed from Boromlc, 
iniriiJch hef«d, “tfc*t thcKremUfl, their*«i»J the 
mtgwinei *11 vrre dettxoytd tliat thU toclent ciu 
del, coertl with the me of the moDarcbj thb palace 
of the Clan, had ceaatd to eiift. That Moitow 
■wai Krw only a heap of rnlnj an ta a pur e and tm 
wholetome dtmghOl without chhor political or ndll 
tary intportanee. That he had left it to Rnaalan 
rohben and beggan and was marching npoo Kntn 
aoi^ to attadc the right wing of that gmeraU dnre 
him bau::k axtd quietly regain the ahoeea of the Dana, 
where he wonld fa hit winter-qnarten,*’ Then fcarlr^ 
that he ahoali appear to bet rttrtatiog be added ** that 
heabonld that have appmodied eighty letgnet nearer 
■Wilna and Petenbnrgh, hy which ho tbooM ehtaia 
the doable admttage of being twenty dtp« marth 
seam to tbe tneana, and to the end.'* He that tried 
to giro hu retreat the coloaref an offemire march 
He then declared “ that he had refoaed to gire order* 
for tbe devtractkici of the whole eoontry he had 
abandoned It was re p eg n ant to hU feelings that to 
aggntrate the mwerief of thepopoIalloQ. Toponlih 
otw RossUn ixteendiary and ahcndrrd crhnlnaU who 
cany on war like Tartar*, he wonld not non nine 
tbotmnd land'Owneraiand leara a hondred thousand 
*erf*,gulIUesa of all these atrodtle*, absolotcly wlih- 
out resource or tub^tence.** 

At t hn t mocnetit bo was not aoored by mfafortane ; In 
three day* he was totally cbtngvil After an eacotmtrr 
with Ktttttsof he retreated by that tame town to Co- 
jow»k, and the moment he passed ihrnogb It, it was 
dtatroyed by his order Thai erery ihlngfathrcar 
was for tbe fotnre to be ImmU MTien compering be 
had pr tK tTcd rrtreatmg he would destroy, eilitt 
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from necessity, as a means of distressing the enemy 
and impeding his march, his situation being one which 
rendered imperious all the extremities of warfare ; or 
hy way of reprisals, the terrible effect of a war of 
invasion, which justifies all possible means of defence 
and thus gives birth to equally desperate means of 
attack 

It must, however, he said, that Napoleon was not 
the aggressor m this horrible kmd of warfare On 
the 19th of October, Berthier wrote to Kutusof, to 
persuade him “ to conduct hostilities m such a manner 
that they might not inflict upon the Muscovite empire 
any evils but those inseparable from a state of war- 
fare — the devastation of Russia being as destructive 
to that empire, as it was afflicting to Napoleon " To 
which Kutusof replied, “ that it was impossible for 
him to restrain the patriotism of the Russians *' Thus, 
in fact, avowing the Tartar warfare which his militia 
carried on against us, and authorizing us m a mannei 
to retaliate upon them. 

The same fires consumed Vereia, where Mortier, 
with Winzmgerode as his pnsoner, had just rejoined 
the emperor. At the sight of this German general, 
nil Napoleon’s hidden griefs burst forth , his dejection 
turned to anger, and he vented upon this enemy the 
deep vexation which oppressed him “ Who are you ?” 
cried he, folding his arms with vehemence, as if to hold 
nnd restrain himself, “ who are you ? A man without a 
country ' You have always been my personal enemy I 
When I made war upon Austria, I found you m her 
ranks ' Austna is become my ally, and now you have 
solicited to serve Russia. You have been one of the 
most active fomenters of the present war Yet you 
were born m the states of the confederation of the 
Rhine, you are my subject You are not an ordinary 
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enemy, you tre a rebeL I hare a right to Hare you 
trie^J I GemhrM lelxe that man P The gen- 
darme* remained moUcnleiJ like men Bceuatomed to 
■ee theM Tiolent acenei end in nothing end turo of 
obeying beat by dlaobeymg 
ITie emperor coniiimed “Do you lee elr, thoeo 
field* laid •waite tha»o rfllegt* in flameif Who i* 
to be reproached with theie dbaatm f Fifty adten 
tuxen llknjooraelf in the pay of England, wbo bu 
acattered them orer the Contineut but the Ijorden of 
thii war will fall upon those who promked iL In sU 
mouths I ahall be at Peteraborgh and I wilt require a 
atrirt account of this huDyb®^ ” 

Then turning to Wlnringeinde * aide-de-campt 
who was taken prisoner with him, As for you count 
Nariachkifi I lure nothlz^ to reproach yoo with you 
are a Rosiiaa you do your duty but how could • 
man of one of the first fiunilies of Himla beeomo 
tlde-de-ctmp to a foreign mercenary? Be the aide- 
de-camp of a Ruaian general; that Trfli be a much 
more honourable post,” Until now the ccJy reply that 
general "Wlmlngerodo eoold make to these Tiolent 
expressions was by hi* attitode | it was as calm as his 
answer BeiaM that the emperor Alexander was 
hii benefactor and Ihebeneficlor of hU family that 
he owed to him whaterer be possessed ; that gratitude 
had rendered him his fubjcet ; that he wa* tt the post 
allotted to him by his beoeiartor that he had conse- 
quently done his duty " Napoleon added some threat*, 
but already In a subdued tone and he confined him- 
self to wo rd* 1 he had either vented all hi* anjer in 
the first burst, or pcrh<q>* hU only objcet was to 
frighten any of the Gennana who might be tempted 
to desert him. In thi* light at least »a* hb nolenee 
regarded by those about Wm- It grre d>‘ffuitt no- 
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tody regarded it, and every one pressed around tte 
prisoner, to encourage and to comfort tun. These 
attentions Avere continued till we reached Lithuania, 
where the Cossacks retook TVinzingerode and his 
aide-de-camp The emperor had affected to treat 
this young nobleman with great kindness, at the same 
time that he thundered against his general , which 
proves that there was calculation even in his anger. 


CHAPTER VII. 

On tne 28 th of October, we returned toMojaisk The 
toMTi was still filled with wounded Some of them 
were earned away, others collected together and left, 
as at Moscow, to the generosity of the Russians. TTe 
were hut a few wersts on the other side this city when 
mntcr set in. Thus, after a tremendous battle, and 
ten days’ marching and counter-marching, the army 
had advanced only three days’ march on its retreat. 
"We had brought from Moscow only fifteen rations of 
meal per man. 

We were almost without provisions, and winter 
had overtaken us. Some of the men already sunk 
under these complicated evils On the 26 th of Octo- 
ber, at the beginning of the retreat, the waggons of 
provisions, which the horses could drag no further, were 
burnt , orders were then given to set fire to every 
thing in our rear , this was effected by blowing up 
the caissons of powder, which could not be got aloHo* 
in tlio houses But, as we saw no more of tbe ene- 
my, i\ c seemed to be only setting out again on a ,, 
some lourney, and Napoleon’s spirits revived 
himself once more on this well-knoivn road, ^ 
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tile Dtvcrait ient him a RossJen chajww 

wIujiQ he hid taken prfwmer At fint, he qowflOTcd 
Um negUgentiy, hut by an txtriordfaiiiy chance thii 
Mmctmte had some Idea bi roadie namet, and dk 
tancM to one qnertion, he rejAIed, “ that tic vhole 
Ronlin army ■vrw marching upon '^tma, by way of 
Medyn. ^TTiIa arooied the emperor'* attention j 
“ Did Kotniof mean to outstrip him there, a* be hid 
done at Milo-Iiroilavetx, cot off hi* retreat upon 
Sz22olentlf, ai ha hid spon Kilor^, hem him In on 
this deiert witl^t proriilont without shelter ind 
•orroonded by an armed and hostDe popnlatlon ? 

GQi ffnt (mpuUe led him to reject this Idea with 
contempt for either from haoghtineti or experience, 
he had acmittomed himself sot to expect in hb adrer 
saries the same iHU and promptitnde to teMng 
adTUStagn*, aa he vcraldhare db^^ed in the nine 
Hreosutaneea. 

He had now bexides, a motire for appearing incre- 
dolons. Hb confidence waa only affected; for it was 
eridcst that the Rirniao army had taken the roote by 
Mcdyn— the Tery one Daronst had recommended for 
onr retreat and Daronat, either from prWe or Inai- 
Tertesce, had not confided thU alannti^ InielUgesce 
to hi* despatriiM Napoleon feared the effect It 
might prodaco opon the mind* of hb men, and there 
fore treated It with annaied contempt at the time 
time howcTcr he ordered hb guard to march to Ojitt 
the next day with the grratcit expedltton, and as long 
aa daylight Utted- He wbhed to iccure lodging and 
food for thU choien band, to gain more certain Intel 
llgence as to Kntnsor* march, and to oppose It at 
that point. 

Bot ho had not mnmooed the weilhrr to hli coon- 
clL It appeared to arengc itielf for thb neglect o 
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its power "Winter was at hand , a few blasts of north- 
wind brought it upon us, armed with all its horrors, 
keen, biting, and resistless We immediately felt, 
too, that it was indigenous, and we strangers in the 
country. Every thing underwent a change, the roads, 
the countenances of the men, and even their courage , 
the army became gloomy, the march pamful, conster- 
nation had seized on all hearts 

A few leagues^ from Mojaisk we had to cross the 
Kalouga It was scarcely more than a large brook , 
two trees, as many piles, and a few planks were suf- 
ficient to make a secure passage over it, hut such were 
the general disorder and carelessness, that the empe- 
ror’s march was stopped Several cannon, which the 
men tried to ford over, were sunk. It appeared as 
if every corps was marching at its own discretion, as 
if there vas no Ctat-major, no general order, no com- 
mon tie, nothing to hind all these bodies of men to- 
gethei And, in fact, the high rank of each of their 
chiefs rendered them too independent of each other. 
Tlie emperor himself liad become so great, that he was 
placed at an immeasurable distance from the details 
of las army, and Berthicr, whose office it was to act as 
a sort of intermediator between him and his chiefs, 
'was compelled to he too respectful, too fearful of 
offending these royal generals He was, moreover, 
inadequate to his post The emperor, stopped by so 
trifling an oh'^lacle as a broken bridge, expressed his 
.anger only by a gesture of dissatisfaction and con- 
tempt, to which Berthicr replied, by an air of silent 
resignation He had rccencd no express order about 
this particular bridge, and therefore thought ho was 
not in fault , for Berthicr was a faithful echo, a imr- 
roi, and nothing more Alwa\srcad}, always clear 
and precise, b} night as well as by day, he reflected. 
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he repetted the e m pe ror bat he added nothing, and 
what Napoleon fbr^t wna forgotten without remedy 
or rcaource 

Having crossed the Kalooga, we were Tnarchlng 
absorbed tn gloomy thoi^hts, when aereral of u» lud 
denly raising our eyea, uttered a cry of constematicn 
We law the earth trodden down, naked devastated 
the treea cut down to within a few feet of the groond, 
and krthar on brohen hillocka, the Urgest of which 
presented the most hideout apectade It appeared 
Uke an extinguished and destroyed roleano. AU 
around, the earth was c o ve r ed with fragments of hel 
Cieta andcalrassea, of broken drums and arms, tattered 
tmlfbrmt, and bloodstained atandordt Upon thb 
desolate spot lay thirty thooaand holfnlrvonred bodlrs 
A few ilceletons, which remained on the erumhUi^ 
tide of one of these hUla aurmounted and looked down 
Upon Che whole Ic seemed as if Death had there fixed 
hU imperial text It was the horrible redoubt the 
conquest and the grave of Caulalncourt. A long and 
melucholy munimr ran through our line It is the 
field of the great battlef The emperor hurried by 
Isobody stopped. "We were pressed by cold hanger 
ond the enemy we could only tnro our hexds as we 
marched by, and cast a last sad glance on this vast 
tomb of to many companions in arms, vainly lacri 
£«d and whom we were now leaving for ever 

On this spot had wt Irueed with oar awords, and 
with OUT blood one of the mott Important pages of 
our history Some fragments lUU bore tettunony to 
our exploits but thty would toon be effaced and annl 
hllated. The traveUer will then pais with indiff'ercnc* 
over this field uodUdngulihed from those around It 
yet when he learns that h was the scent of that great 
battle, he will retrace his steps, he will examine it with 
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a long and curious gaze, lie •mil eagerly fix the 
slightest peculianties, the slightest accidents of it 
in his memory, and ■mil doubtless exclaim, “ What 
men ! -what a leader ' and -what a fate These 
are the men, -who thirteen years before this* memo- 
rable battle, tried to force their •vray southivard into 
the East, through Eg5T)t, and shattered their 
strength against her gates. After conquering Europe 
they returned by the north, to present themselves 
again upon the frontiers of Asia, again to •wreck their 
fortunes What then could drive them to adopt this 
n andenng and adventurous hfe ’ They •w^ere not bar- 
barians seeking more genial climates, more commo- 
dious habitations, more intoxicating amusements, or 
greater riches , on the contrary, they abounded in all 
these blessings, they revelled in all these delights, and 
they abandoned them to live without shelter, ■without 
food, to fall daily and successively, slam or mutilated ' 
Wliat fatal necessity impelled them ’ What, indeed, 
but confidence in a chief till then infallible , the am- 
bition of finishing a great work glonously begun , the 
intoxication of victoi-y, and above all, that insatiable 
passion for glory, that pou erful instinct ■which leads 
men to seek for immortalitj through death ! 


CHAPTER Vni. 

The army moved in sedate and silent meditation past 
this fatal field, ivhcn one of the victims of that bloody 
daj vas pcrcencd , still living, and piercing the air 

with his cries Some of the men ran to sec iiho it was 

It was a French soldier His legs had both been broken 
in the battle, he had fallen among the dead and was 
forgotten TJic bodj of a hor'c crabowclled by a «:hcll 
VOD II. N 


ISO mtrokT or Wroutcot^i 

Tm tt fim hli iheltet «na, for the Uit fifty dky», the 
firoddy weter of the mnue into which he h»d roUrft 
tnd the patrid fle«h of the dead aroond him were the 
only dreailng to hli wmmdf, the only wpport of hi* 
lingTfrinJf exuteccc. Tho*e who tay they dftcorertd 
him elw affirm that they ttrtd him. 

Farther on we law the great ahbey or bojplul of 
KdouLol, a ipectnele yet more hoirihle than the field 
of battle At Borodino there was death bnt there 
WM alio repoae nhere at leait, the ttmgfle 
wu orer at KoloUkoI it rraa condoned. Death 
teemed to pome those who had eacaped hlni In the 
field here he rioted and aeixed on his rtctiim thrcmgh 
every tense at once Every thing that might avert or 

mitigate hit stroke was wantiog except order* which 
h was impossible to exeente in thesa deserts and 
which cttzse from too high and remote a qoarter and 
{tailed through too many hands, to hare any effect 
NerBPth«le« In spite of cold, hunger and the most 
complete want of necessaries the teal and homanlty 
of some of the surgeons, and tome Ui^riDg hope stilt 
supported a great nmohcr of woonded In this fetid 
abode Bat when tber saw the army repowlnf when 
they found that they w ere to he absndo^ that they 
had nothing more to hope the least fceWe crawled to 
the threshold of the door they lined the way and held 
out their lupplicitlng hands 

The empcfor had Jnil given order* that every car- 
nage of whatever description, should receive one of 
the^c unhappy sufferer*, and that the weakest sbouhlf 
as In Moscoa be left under the protection of those of 
the nunlin WDUTvled prisoner*, whore our carrf had 
restored lie stopped to have this order eifcoled, snd 
it was hr the fire of hh abandoned tbit t* 

and most of his attendants sranned thttmelvei 
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Ever since the morning a number of explosions had 
proclaimed the numerous sacrifices of this kind ivhich 
we had been obliged to make During this halt, a 
most atrocious act was perpetrated Several wounded 
had just been placed on the suttlers’ carts*. These 
wretches, who had filled their carts with the plunder 
of Moscow, murmured extremely at having to receive 
any addition to their load , they were, however, com- 
pelled to take them, and they said no more. But very 
shortly after they set out, they slackened their pace, 
and suffered their column to pass them , then, taking 
advantage of a few minutes' solitude, they threw all 
the unfortunate wretches committed to their caie into 
ditches Only one survived long enough to be picked 
up by the next carriages that passed , he was a general 
officer From him this atrocity became known. A 
shudder’ of horror ran through the column , it even 
reached the emperor, for our suffeiings were not a* 
5^ot sufficiently acute and universal to extinguish all 
pity, and to concentrate all our sympathies and affec- 
tions \\ ithin ourselves. 

On the evening of this long day’s march, the im* 
penal column approached Gjatz, when u e were greatly 
surjiriscd at finding on the road the bodies of Russians 
recently killed "NVe observed, tliat the head of every 
one of them was broken in the same manrtcr, and the 
brains scattered around him Wc knew that two 
thousand Rus'^inn prisoners n ere marching before us 
under a guanl of Spaniards, Portuguese, and Poles 
Some expressed indignation at this Iiornd spectacle, 
some approbation, and some displaicd the most per- 
fect indifference. Immediately round the emperor’s 
pon-on these vanous Fcntimcnts vcrc repressed. 
Caulnincourt, bon ever, could not contain himself He 
exclaimed,'* that this wrs atrocious cruclt) ! Tins then 
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wi* the civuiUtiOTi tre brought with oi into Rutia ! 

would be the effect of each barbarity Opon the 
enetay 7 Did we not leare onr woimded and a ct oyi J 
of priwner* in hia handi f Would he want opporto 
nldea of tn a lnDg the moat horrible TTr< ** T* l» 7^ 
Napoleon preaerved a gloomy alienee but the nett 
day theta murdera had ceaaed The wretdied prlfon 
era were then only left to die of hanger In the enelo* 
inrei In which they were potmded at n%ht like cattle 
Thia waa douhtlett barbarity enough bol what could 
be done with them 7 Exchange them 7 that the enemy 
refuted. Release them 7 they would hare publiahed 
throughout the country onr entire deatltution, and 
joining with othen would hare returned to pome ua * 
with double fury In thla war of cxtercdnattoc we 
could Dot pro er re them without tacnhdng oBjielm 
we were cruel throogh necetaity The great mlatake 
waa the hanng roihed Into »o dreodfol a dUesDsa. 
Our aoldiera viio were talcen prisocerr were cot 
treated more bomanely in tbeirmarch towerdt the in« 
terior of RaJ3l&, yet the enemy coold not plead the 
aame imperioua neceaaity aa an czcuie 

We readied Ojotx at nlghtfalh but thli fint wintry 
day a march waa a cruel one. TTie appearance of the 
field of battle of the two hoapitala 'rtoie wretched 
inmatea we abandouedi the rnalUtade of caiuons 
committed to the fiamea, the altughtered Rnmaia 
the exe ct aire ler^th of the rtwle the first touch of 
winter crery thli^ combined to render It gloomy and 
cmlnoua our retreat became fl%htl and ISapoIecn 
compelled to gire way and to fly was a apectacle new 
and almost lomdfble to oa all 
Many of our allies enjoyed this wftb that seertf s* 
tlifaerion which Inferior* bai^ In seeing those before 
whom they hara bent lobdued and fufted to yieU I® 
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their turn. They gave themselves op to the envy in- 
spired by the sight of extraordinary good fortune, 
•which IS almost always abused, and which wounds the 
feeling of equality, one of the strongest implanted 
in the human heart This malignant joy was however 
soon extinguished, and lost in the universal misery. 

The wounded and suffering pndc of Napoleon 
guessed at these thoughts. This was evident in the 
course of the day. Halting on the fugged and stiffened 
furrows of a field strewed wnth the fragments of the 
Hussian and French armies, he seemed as if he sought 
to relieve himself from the weight of the intolerable 
responsibiht)' of such a mass of misers’^ by the violence 
of his expressions He devoted the author of this v'ar, 
which, indeed, he had always dreaded, to the execra- 
tion of the whole world It was whom he thus 

accused, and it was that Russian ministei m the pay 
of England who had fomented it The traitor haa 
mi'flcd both Alexander and himself” These wo*da 
uttered in the presence of two of his generals were 
heard with silence imposed by a long and habitual 
respect, to which that which misfortune exacts from 
nil generous minds was already added. The dul e ce 
Vicenza, howeier, too impaticnth, perhaps, ga^c way 
to irritation , his geslur^ expressed both anger and 
incredulity, and ho broke up this painful comer‘;ation 
bj retiring abruptly 



mrroM or kxkhkw • 


IM 


CHAPTER K. 

Thx emperor tttehed WUxist^ in tro ixjt nurcb 
from Gjiti. Thero he bftlted to w»it for the tirinLl of 
pnnee Eugene and Diroost and to reconnoitre the 
road from Medyn and Joknofi wMch at thb piece opens 
into the m ain road to Bmolensk. This was the cron 
road throogh which the Rttsaiaa army was to pxis On 
the fint of November, however after waiting thirty- 
aa boors Napoleon saw im indications of their ap- 
proach He let off Yibmtlsg between the hope that 
Kotosof had delayed, and the fear that he hod left 
Wlazma on bis right and bad gone on to cut off Kb 
retreat, at Dorogobonje two days march farther To 
provide for all cxlgetiikef he left Ney at Wlajaato 
collect the fourth corps, and to rtbere Ihroust, who 
he thought must be fatigued, as rear-gtrard. 

Be complained of Daroust a tardiness } he reproached 
him with beli^ itlU fire dayi march behind when he 
onght to hare been only three i be thooght the mlcd 
of that marshal was of too methodical a character to 
direct lo Irregular a march properiy Tht whole 
army and espe cia lly the prince Eogene i corps re- 
peated three complaints. They said, that In conse 
quence of hli exces^ve love of order and his stub* 
bonmeas Davoust had been to be walled for ever 
since he left the abbey of Kolotskol that he bad (here 
done those miserable Costtdes tha honour of retlrlag 
befoTt them step by step, and In iqnare battalions 
jolt u If they bad been Mamelukes tbat Platofs 
cannon hod taken effect from a distance on these 
dense masses, that then, Indeed, the manbal oppoaed 
to them only ihm lines which soon formed anew and 
a few light field pieces whose first £rt tad been suf 
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ficient; but that these movements and the regular 
foraging parties, had consumed time, alvays precious 
on a retreat, and more particularly so in the midst of 
famine, through which the best manoeu\Ter was he 
who passed the quickest.” 

Da\oust answered all these reproaches with his na- 
tural horror for every kind of disorder. This disposin 
tion had at first led him to endeavour to methodise our 
flight, finding that impossible, he then tnedto obliterate 
the ruinous traces of it ; he feared the shame and the 
danger of leaving to the enemy these proofs of our dis- 
astrous state He added, “ that those who censured 
him did not sufficiently consider the difficulties he had 
to contend with , that he liad to pass through a 
countiy completely devastated , not a house, not a 
tree, but w as burnt to the ground , that the destruc- 
tion of everj' thing in their rear had not been left to 
him, the conflagration, the ruin, had preceded him. 
It seemed as if the existence of the rear-guard had 
been forgotten! Equally forgotten, doubtless, was 
the state of the road, covered mth hoar-frost, beaten 
and trampled in by the steps of all who had preceded 
him , and those fords wliicli they had rendered impas- 
sable, those bridges which they bad broken and left 
unrepaired, in short all those traces of an army, in 
which every corps, w’hcn not in actual engagement, 
thought only of itself Did they not know that the whole 
crowd of follow ers, deserted by the other corps, on 
horse, on foot, and m carnages, added to his difficul- 
ties, as m a diseased body all disorders fly to the part 
attacked ? Every da\ he marched between these un- 
hajqjy WTctchcs and the Cossacks, dm ing the one, 
and dmen by the other Thus, for instance, he had 
found the swamps of Cxarcwo-Zaimicre, without a 
bridge, and strewed ^vllh baggage. Tins he had 
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matched out of the mud in tight of the enemy, and to 
Detr them that their firea lighted hit labonrt, and the 
noito of their drtnnt teas Wended Tritb hb Toice " 

Thii marshal and hit geneiali coaid not at yet en> 
dare to leato the enemy to many trophies, nor did 
they tabmitto thU homiliation HU after many Ttlo 
extremity to which they 
were redaced aereral tlmea in one day 
The road vat coatlrmtUy intenected by manhy 
hoUovt into which the w aggo n t were precipitated 
down froren deoliridet they ttaeV in the hollows 
and In order to drag them ont. It was neeetsary to 
climb the opfpoiice slope by an icy road on which the 
smooth worn iboet of tht horses had no bold thejr 
and their drirert fell every minute exhantted together 
The fanuahed toldlera immediately darted npon these 
fallen horm, and tore them to pleen Over Erei 
made of the fragments of the carriages these poor 
animals were draggli^ they broiled the ttUl bleeding 
flesh, which they eigerly deroored 
The artOlery a picked eorpt and their ofBcers all 
edacated at the first aebool in the world Vqit off these 
nnhaigiy wretches and ran to onhtmew their own 
caliches and their waggons, which they abandoned 
that they might save thecannon. They harnessed their 
horses to them — they hamessed thetnselTei The coi 
sacks, who saw this disaster from a dUtanev, dared 
notapproachj hot with their fight field plecesmoanted 
upon iledgts they threw shot Into the mtbt of the 
tomalt which they thus Increased 
The first corps hid already lost ten thoaiand men. 
J^erertheleas, with imraeiwe labour and prlratlon the 
viceroy and the prince of EcVmoM amved within two 
leagues of Wlaima, on the fnd of Notetuber They 
mitht nngaeiUoDsbIy hare pasKd through the town 
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that same day, and have avoided a disastrous battle 
It IS affirmed that this was the course recommended 
by prince Eugene, but that Davoust thought Ins troops 
too much fatigued , and that the viceroy, sacrificing 
himself to his duty, sfoppea to share a danger m Inch 
lie foresaw. On the other hand Davoust’s generals 
ns'^ert tliat pnnce Eugene had already emcamped, and 
could not resoHe to order his soldiers to leave their 
fires, and the food they were just beginning to eat , 
knowing mth what labour and difficulty these were al- 
ways procured. Hon e\er this may be, during the de- 
ceitful calm of this night, the Russian ad\anced guard 
arrived from Malo-Iarosla% ctz, where our retreat had 
put a slop to theirs , it turned the two FrencJi corps 
and the corps of Poniatowski, passed their bivouacs, 
and posted its troops in order of battle on the left side 
of the road along the interval of tn o leagues which Da- 
\oust and Eugene had left between themselvcb and 
Wiazmn 

Miloradowitch, who nas called the Russian Murat, 
commanded this advanced guard He was, according 
to the report of his countrymen, as indefatigable, 
daring and impetuous as that soldicr-king ; of a sta- 
ture ns remarkable, and no less a favourite of fortune 
He had nev cr been v\ ounded, though a crow d of officers 
and soldiers had been killed around him, and many 
horses under him. He despised the thcorj’’ of war ; 
he even used •^omc art in not following the rules of 
the art, and affected to Fiirpnsc the enemy by unex- 
pected ■strokes, which he was ever prompt in conceiv- 
ing , he disdained to prepare any thing, t.aking 
counsel of places and circumstances, and acting only 
on 'udden inspiration. He was a general on the 
fr’d a’one, he was utterly devoid of forethought in the 
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rfgnlEtkin of afEdn of tny kbd, whether public or 

prirEte, tnoted *p«Ddthrlft,Tuid, whttl* rare at onco 

prodigal and honest. 

Sach wtJ the general together with Platof and 
twenty thousand men, with whom we had to contend. 


CHAPTEH S. 

Oi» the Srd of Noremher prince Eugene took the road 
to 'IVlaxma, whither his baggage and artillery had 
gone before him when the first dawn of day showed 
him at one ntvr that on his le^ his retreat was threat* 
ened hj an army behind him hli roar guard cut off 
and, on Mj right the plain corvred with strag* 
glers, and scattered haggage*waggont flying under tho 
enemy*! lances at the tame tlm he heard pianhsi 
Key who wu to hare come to his assHtance fighting 
for his own piesei latlon, in the direction of M lama. 
This princtr was not one of those generals who owe 
their promotion to fsrour and who from want of ex 
perience are contiuoally taken uoprepored and ly 
tutprise He immediately saw both ctU and the 
remedy lie stopped Csced about formed in line 
along the right of the main road and kept in check 
within the plain the Ilanlan colomiM which tned to 
cut off Ms retreat through it 

Some of the foremost of the enemy's troojw turning 
the right of the Italians had already e^tablJ«hed ihem 
iclrei upon one point of which they kept po<ie»»lon, 
when Ney marched op one of bU rcglowuls from 
T\Taimt, which attacked their rear and cotopeUed thf m 
to retire 

At the same time Compana one of DiTOOit s gene* 
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rals, joined his division to the Italian rear-guard 
they formed into line, and whilst they fought togethe. 
nith the viceroy, Davoust moved rapidly inth his co- 
lumn along tlieir rear, and, as soon as he had cleared 
their flank, crossed the mam road, and took up a position 
on tlie right of it, between IViazma and the Russians. 
Pnnce Eugene abandoned to them the ground he had 
defended, and passed over to the other side of the 
road The enemy then began to deploy before them, 
and tried to turn their wing«? 

By the success of this first movement, the French 
and Italian corps did not gam the pov er of continuing 
their retreat, but merely the possibility of defending 
it. They amounted to thirty thousand men, but Da- 
voust’s corps, which was the first, was in a state of 
great disorder. The hurry and precipitation of this 
movement, the surprise, the complicated misery, and 
nboic all the fatal example of a croud of horsemen 
dismounted and disarmed, Wandering in all directions, 
bcwaldcrod by terror, disorganized the uhole corps 
The sight of their confusion encouraged the enemy. 
He believed they v ere routed. His artillcr)', superior 
in number, advanced at a gallop ; it took our lines 
obliquely and in flank, and moved them down, uhilst 
our own guns, uhich had already reached Wiazma, and 
verc ordered hack in haste, could scarcely be dragged 
along T)a\ oust and Ins generals u ere, liou ever, still 
surrounded by their bravest and steadiest men Many 
of these ofTicers v\bo had been wounded at Mosqua, 
were seen, one wath Ins arm in a eling, another with 
Ins head covered with linen bandages, encouraging 
the Ann, keeping together the doubling, throwing 
themselves upon the enemy's batteries, dnving them 
bad , and tven sciring three of their ficld-picccs,thus 
astonishing both the enemy and our own deserters, 
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and checVtng’ the infiseoce of bad >'y*tT>pV hy ta 
examjJe of the Taort noble Intrepidity Mibradowltch 
DOW nw that hij prey woold eicape, and »«rt to de» 
mand aaiUtance it waa WUaon agaliit alwaji to be 
found where ho could he mart icjurknt* to France 
who went to atnnaon Kntnsofl He found the old 
manhal repotlng with hla whole array within hearing 
of the engagement. ITie ardent "170*00, aa prenlng 
aa the circnmitancea, rainly tried to nnuo Mm he 
could make no Irapreaaton upon Mm. In a truniport 
of Indignatkm he called him traitor he declared that 
he would aend off one of his Englishmen to Peters 
burgh, that moment, to denounce hli treacbeiy to the 
em peror and hit alUea. 

Thla threat prodtxced no effect upon Kutusof; he 
remMned atnbbiWy Inactlrs { whetherlt waa that the 
Croat of winter had joined Ita Influence to that of age 
and that hla mind waa enfeebled by the weight of In 
flrmitles under whlrii hla body labored or whether 
by another effect of old age, he had become prudent 
when be had scarcely any thing left to risk and dita 
tory when he had no tfaae to kae He atlU profwjed 
to think, aa at Malo-IarosUretz, that the Maicorlte 
winter would akme desire^ Napoleon without any 
eiertloo of theln that this conqueror of men would 
be best tuhdnedby nature i that they ought to leare to 
the climate the honour of the rictory and to the Rci 
ilan fky ItaownTengcance 
Mlloradowltch, thus left to hbnself tried to break 
the French line of battle he could only penetrate U 
by bis fire, but that made dreadful baroc Eugene 
and Darowt were growlag weak and as they beard 

another battleontherearoftbelrnght they ihoughtall 

the rest of the Russian army wm hastening to Waima, 
byway of Juknof.and that ^e7 waa defending the 
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outlet of that road It was only an advanced guard , 
but the noise of this engagement in the rear of their 
ouTi, and threatening their retreat, rendered them 
anxious TJie fight had already lasted seven hours ; 
the baggage-train must have had time to pass, and 
night was approaching , the French generals, there- 
fore, began to retire. This retrograde movement in- 
creased the ardour of the enemy, and if it had not 
been for a memorable effort of the 25th, 57th, and 
85th regiments, and the protection of a ra\nne, Da- 
toust’s corps would ha\ c been broken, turned on its 
right, and utterly destroyed Prince Eugene, who 
■was less warmly attacked, \ias enabled to make good 
his retreat through Wia/ma more rapidly but the 
Russians pursued him thither , they had got into the 
town, when Davoust, drnen by twenty thousand men, 
and shattered by tw’cnty-four pieces of artillery, endca- 
\ourcd to pass in his turn Morand’s division was the 
first engaged in the tow n He was marching without 
any suspicion of danger, bcliciing the combat at an 
end, when the Russians, w’ho were concealed by the 
winding of the streets, suddenly fell upon him Tlic 
surprise w os complete, and the confusion great , never- 
theless Morand rallied, encouraged his men, renewed 
the combat, and cut his w^iy through the enemy 
Compans put an end to the affair He brought up 
the march with his diMsion Feeling him'^elf pressed 
upon by Miloridointch’s brave troops, he faced about, 
ru'^bed himself upon the most furiou';, dro\c them 
b.aek, and haeing thus made him'^elf respected, he 
quietly concluded his retreat This battle was glorious 
to the army indn idunlh , and its result disastrous to 
It collcctnelv, there w.as a w.ani of order and of 
imit\ of action There would ha\c been enough sol- 
dier- for conquest, had there not been too mnnv leaders. 

Vot. 11. o 
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It WM not till netr two o dod: tint the Utter met to 
Concert their fbtnrs moremente and eren three were 
exeortod withcnrt co^opermtioo 
"When, at length, the rirer, the town of WlaBoa 
the night, mutnal fatlgne and the approach of inar“ 
*hal Nef had aeparated the enemy the danger Wng 
for a tone retnored and the bkonaci ported, we be- 
gan to connt oor forte* We fonnd icreral cannon 
broken aertral baggage-waggon# and four thoniand 
killed or wounded wa ntin g A prat many eoldlcr* 
were dispersed. We had eared oor honour bat the 
chasna in our mnki were immense. It was Decenary 
to reduce our whole body and form it again in a more 
compact manner In order to give tome coherence to 
what remained. Each reghuent tearctly formed a 
battalion each battnUon a platoon. The soldiers had 
iu> longer their ftceostomed places c om rades or ofi 
cent This melancholy reorg anl taricm was effected by 
the light of the burxdng of WUrma, and accomfanied 
the soood of the tuccesfire discharge* of the aitniery 
of Ney and Mllorsdowlteh, whose boitUltie* were pro- 
loi^fcd throogh the twofold darkne*s of night and the 
forest. Serersl time* this remnant of brare troops 
thought they were attacked and crawled to their 
arms. On the following morning when they returned 
to their ranks they were astonished at the tmaUnMi 
of their numhers. 


CILUTER XI 

KaraaTurtiss the raample of their chiefs and the 

hope of finding rest, food, erery thing at SooleBik, 

kept up the mens sprits Abor alt they wrrs 
cheered by tbe light of a stlU brilliant run— th«l uni 
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versal source of life and hope, which seemed to helie 
and disown all the scenes of death and horror which 
surrounded us But on the sixth of November, the 
shy underwent a total change. Its azure disappeared. 
The army marched through a cold mist ; the vapour 
then became dense, and soon fell in a thick and heavy 
shover of large snow-flakes It seemed ns if the 
heavens were falling and joining \vith the earth and 
its inhabitants m one common league for our utter 
destniction 

Every thing was now confounded and undistinguish- 
ablc , objects changed their appearance , we marched 
without knou ing where we were, we saw nothing 
before us , obstacles seemed to groiv around us Whilst 
the soldiers tried to force their way through the whirl- 
wantls of sleet, the snow, drifted by the storm, col- 
lected in heaps in every cavit)’ — its surface concealed 
those unexpected chasms which treacherously pawned 
beneath their feet There they were ingulphed, and 
the weakest rose no more. Those who followed turned 
round, but the wind drove in ihcir faces not only the 
falling snow, but tliat which it raised, in fierce and 
confounding eddies, from the earth It seemed to 
oppo'^e their march with obstinate furj' TJie Musco- 
vite winter, under tins new form, attacked them in 
every part it penetrated through their light clothing 
and their ragged ‘^lioc'! Their wet clothes froze upon 
them, this covering of leo pierced Ihcir bodies, and 
stilTencd ill their liinb*! A cutting and violent wind 
rtopped ihtir hrenth, or seized upon it at the moment 
itwn'' exhaled iTul converted It into icicle s, which hung 
upon their benrdv roand tin ir moutlw Tlic unhappy 
men cnwkd on, with trcnhhng hmh«, and chattering 
teeth, until 0 e *now* collecting round their feet in 
lilt etucc‘',Fomc «nHcrtd fragment, a branch 
o S 
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of • tre« ot the bo^ of one of tirfr twupanJota 
jnaJ« them lijgger tod fiJJ Their ctJw their groia# 
^rere T»in toon the ttunr corered them «iid tnull 
hilloolu sosrked ^bere they fcU —toch w»f their fe« 
fRiItore i The road tru filled vfth theteimdalatioaf, 
lie s place of borial— the moat iatrepM the moat 
•pathetie were affected j they hurried paat with 
arerted eyet, But before them anroad theta — all U 
enow: the eye loaet itself tn thU boundless w"d me- 
lancholy unifomity the Imo^inatlou la coofounded, 
4he horiaon seems oue vast wmding^eet, in which 
xtature Is Imhroudiqg the whole ant^ The only ob- 
jects whlob come out from the bUnh exponsr are a 
few gloomy pmes, fonereal trees, with their sad green, 
andthemoUonlesierectncssofthelrbUclctnmla thrir 
mourafnl character completea the picture of tmlrtnal 
gloom ond desolation formed by an amy dyiag la the 
midst of a scene SO wild, so death like. 

Brenthelr arms which, offeiulre as hx as Milo- 
laroilaretz, had sloes been o&ly defetnire nowtumed 
agiUnst thetnselm. They seemed a weight losup* 
portable for IheJr benombrf bmbs. Tn their frcTueot 
fallstthey slipped out of their hands and were broken 
or lost la the snow If the men rose agsla their 
arms at least were gone they did not throw them 
away cold aodhougersebedopontheteu Marryolhera 
had their fingers froren on the musket they itlU 
grasped— It prerented their nslng ih® motion necri 
sary to keep op some remains of life and heat In their 
© soon met a number of menof eTeiy cerp* 
sometimes alone sometimes in parties They hid not 
detected their standards fcotn cowardice j cold and b- 
I anltkm alone hod detached them froso their colamn*. 
Inthis general and ladlrldoalstrufTfle theyhsdbeen 
separated from each other and ibey wera now dii- 
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armed, Bubdued, dofenceless, "mthout a leader, and 
obeying nothing but the pressing instinct of self-pre- 
servation. Most of them, attracted by the sight of 
some cross-paths, dispersed themselves over the fields, 
in the hope of finding bread and a shelter for the 
night , but on our former passage through the country 
every tiling bad been laid waste for seven or eight 
longues on each side the high road ; they met nothmg 
but Ckissacks, and an armed jiopulation who surrounded 
them, wounded and stripped them, and left them 'with. 
fcrocious laughs to expire naked upon the snow. 

These people, who had been stirred up by Alexan- 
der and Kutusof, and who had not then learned how 
nobly to avenge a country they had been unable to 
defend, hovered on each side of the army under cover 
of the woods They brought all whom they had not 
despatched wth their pikes and hatchets, and left 
them to ptnsh on the fatal and destructive main 
road. 

Then came the night — a night of sixteen hours 
But, on this universal covering of snov, we Icnew not 
where to stop, where to sit, where to he, where to 
find a few roots for food, or drj' sticks to light our 
fires At length fatigue, darkness, and reiterated 
orders stopped thocc whom their moral and physical 
strength, and the efforts of their officers, had kept 
together Wc tried to establish ourselves for the 
night, but the uiccrsant activity of the storm scattered 
every preparation for the bivouacs. 

The pine*?, covered vvntb frost and sleet, obstinateh 
Tc'i'tcd tlic flames, the snow fell m showers from 
tht ir branches , above our heads its flakes seemed to 
incrcs'e in •^iro and in quantity , hencolh our feet it 
melted under the efTortr of the robhers to obtain fires , 

o 3 
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it extingniihed at once thete firei, era rtrength and 
oar courage 

TVben, at length, the fire tmmphed and we »aw 
the rUing flame, offieen and aoldlen crowded aroand 
It to prepare their wretched meaL Itconriitedof lean 
and hloodp placet of fleth tom from the carcaoet of 
wonwjut hortei and for a ttiy amall number a few 
tpoomful of rye-flour mined with mow-water 

Tie nextmoming circle* of rtifened cor»e* jnarlfcd 
thebiTOuact around them were icattered the earcom* 
of tereral thooiand hortet. 

From thii day wo began to depend lets upon eadi 
other In an army to rlTadou*, to tusceptible of 
every Im p re ii Kw to ^ advanced In nviliiaHon ai to 
reown apoo every act of their tuperlora, dlmrder wu* 
quickly tetrodac^ want of tte^oeti and want of 
diiclpUae quickly tpread among men wbo«e Imaglna 
tlotia were unrtrtraioed for evil ai well a* for good. 
From that time at every Urouac, at every diSrnlt 
pan, Indeed at every moment totne portion broke 
from the orginhed corpt, and fell into disorder 
There were tome bowerer wbo misted ibU itroog 
contagion of insubordination and despoodeacy These 
were the ofBcen the tubaltern-officers and tome 
toldler* whom notlili^ could detach freea their duty 
These were extraordinary men t they kept op each 
other’t fpiriu by repeating the name of Smolensk 
which they ki«w they were approaching and looked 
forward to at the end of their tnffering* 

Thus, from the moment of that deluge of laow arJ 
the intense cold by wbldi It was accompanied every 
man whether ofBcer or toldler kxt or retained hU 
itrengthof mind aceordb^ to hli natural character 
hlsage, and his temperament. The one of cwr Icsdcrt 
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\rlio had Iiitherto Leen esteemed the most rigorous 
disciplinanan,now appeared unequal to the emergency 
Tliroivn out of all his estahlished notions of order, 
method, and regularity, he was struck with despair at 
the sight of the general confusion, he was the first to 
think that all was lost, and therefore, the most ready 
to abandon all 

Nothing remarkable happened in the imperial co- 
lumn between Gjatz and Mikalcw ska, a village betu een 
Dorogobouje and Smolensk, exeept that it uas found 
nccc‘5sary to throw the spoils of Moscow into the lake 
ofSemleuo Cannon, gothic armour, the ornaments 
of the Kremlin, and the cross of the Great Iwan were 
sunk ; trophies, glory, all those acquisitions, to which 
Mc had sacrificed every thing, became burdensome to 
ns , M c could no longer care for v hat might render 
our lives honourable and illuslnous, ve could think 
onl) of their preservation In this frightful ship- 
•UTCck, the army, like a mighty vessel tossed by the 
most tremendous tempest, threw into this sea of snow 
and ICC, whatever could encumber or retard its pro- 
gress 


CHAPTER Xir 

O.s the 3rd and Ith of November, Napoleon stopped 
at Slawkowo This interval of rest, and the shame of 
apjicnring to fl) , licnted Im imngimtion He was 
heard to dictate orders according to winch his rear- 
guard, by a feigned di‘ordcil\ retreat, was to draw the 
Russian*: into an ambuscade, which he wai to direct m 
person; but this vain project vanished, with the cx- 
tUed Plate of mind which had given it birth. On the 
^>th, ho slept at Dorogoboiijc He found there the 
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hctd-isnU ordered for tKo czpeditloiit^Mdi were oow 
dittrilnited too Ijle tnd to no pmp o e e tbo g inHyp 
ments of Smolemk w er e then projected. 

On the fbllowmj diy the 6th of Noremher od the 
heights of lUkalesnla, u the moment ■when th# 
doods Inden with sleet burst orer onr heeds we saw 
the connt Dam amre tnd a tditle of redettes formed 
eronud hhn and the et up er o r An cstafette, theEnt 
which had been able to reach ns for ten days, had jn#t 
bronght the news of that strings co ns p i racy, formed 
hy an obscure general. In the centre of Paris, and in 
a peiioo. Ho had bad no other accompUctS than the 
false report of onr deftnctioo and £Use orders bioed 
to some troops, to arrest the minister the prefect of 
police and the comnumder of Paris. His plot had 
socceeded from the excitement caused by a new com* 
motioa, and from the general ignorance and astonish* 
ment bet as soon as it was knotm, an order had 
been sufficient to pet down the leader and his accom* 
pllces or dupes. 

The emperor learnt their crime and their punish* 
ment at the same time Ibose who endearourtd to 
read In bU coonlenance what they ought to Chink of 
this incident looked In rain. He shut op hh fecUngs 
within hU own breast; bit first and only words to Dsra 
were Well, If we had stayed at Moscow P He then 
retired abruptly Into a p^Uoded house which had 
serred u a post house 

As soon as he wv alone with hts most dcrottd 
officers, all his repressed etnoclom broke forth at once 
in exclamatloes of astonishment, hmmllation, and an* 
ger A fewminaiet after ha sent forieveral other 
officers, that ha might obseret what effect had twm 
prodaced on their minds by these strange tHu^* Ift 
saw dbtms anxiety, and eomiemation basawthtir 
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confidence in the stability of his government shaken to 
its foundation. 

He might even have learnt that men accosted each 
other vnth grief and alarm in their looks, and. in their 
voices ; they said that the great revolution of 1789, 
which they had thought terminated for ever, was thus 
to begin again. After having grown old in their 
clTorls to put an end to it, must they then plunge into 
it anew, and embark again on the stormj sea of poli« 
tical contulsions ? AVar would thus reach us on 
e\ery side, and we should lose eve rj' thing at once. 
Some rejoiced at this new's, from the hope that it 
■would hasten the emperor’s return to France, and 
would fix him there They thought that he would not 
undertake havardous expeditions abroad, if he felt 
himself insecure at home The next day present suffer- 
ing put an end to conjectures As for Napoleon, his 
thoughts w ere all at Pans, and he w’os advancing me- 
chanically towards Smolensk, when he was suddenly 
and forciblv recalled to the present place and moment 
by the arrnnl of one of Ncy’s aides-de-camp 

From the time we quitted Win7ma, the marshal had 
begun to support that retreat in which so many found 
death, and he immortal renowm As far as Dorogo- 
Ixuije It had been onlj harassed by a few bands of 
Co<=«ncliS, who, like troublesome insects hoicrcd 
around our djing, or our abandoned c.arnogcs, fljing 
nwnv at the slighttst touch, but fatiguing bj their 
continual return 

Thi*^, howevt r, wns not the subject of his me':«.igo. 
On .sjiproaching Dorogohoiijc he had found the trnoct. 
of the disorder whitli had reigned in tbe corps winch 
proredet] him He Ind •.ubniitlcd to the ncct":sitj of 
Icsiing oar bsggsgc in the ciKinj’s liands, but he 
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thuBed wbB ilume at tie light of the firtt eiimeo, 
which we fotmd abandoned before Dorogohooje. 

Here the manhal halted after a horrible night, In 
which the inow the wind, and &mino had drirenraoit 
of the loldieTa from the fires, the morning alvaji lo 
impadentJx expected on a blTonac, had Irtraght a 
ttann, the enemy and the right of a general deaer- 
tkm. In Tain had he fought in person at the head of 
his few remaining officers and loldiert he was com- 
pelled to retreat preripltately behind the Dnieper 
Bach was the intelligence he tent the emperor 

He wished him to know the exact state of affairs. 
Hla alde-dc camp colonel Dalbignac was Intrusted 
to cay that "iromthe thne they left hlalo-IaneUreti, 
the fiat morement of retreat had dahearteaed and 
bomhled the army composed as It was of men who had 
xterer g l ren way before an enemy that the affair of 
Wiaxma had shaken their resolotloo and that, Ustlyt 
this deloge of snow and the Intensity of the rold had 
congileted their disorganization. Th^ as atoalUtade 
3 { officers had lost erery thlj^ plitoons, battsUoas, 
regiments and eren dlrlrions they bad joined the scat 
tered and wandering masses. Tbeywtre seen |q troops 
of generals coloneU, and officers of all nudes mixed 
withcoenraonfoldlen marching at random, somethnes 
with one eolomn tometlmes with another that u 
order eoold not be maintained within sight of sneh 
disorder the example had infected eren tho»« retsrin 
regimtnts which had senred through the whole rero* 
hitlonary war That the ben loldlers were beard in 
ththr ranks, asking each otber why they alone were 
to fight to secure the retreat of olhen and what sort 
of encooragement h was to them to hear the cries of 
despair, which Istaed from all the nelghboonng wood* 
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in which the great tram of wounded, who had been 
uselessly dragged from Moscow, u ere left to pensh ? 
Such then was the fate which awaited them What 
had they to gam by keeping to their colours ? Inces* 
Bant labour and fighting by day, and famine by night; 
no Bheltcr, bivouacs more murderous than battles, 
where Imnger and cold drove away sleep, or, if 
fatigue overpowered them for a moment, the repose 
which should restore, destroyed them In short, the 
eagle was no longer the signal of protection, but of 
death. 

“ Why then should they cling around it, only to fall in 
battalions, in masses ? It was better to disperse, and 
since nothing remained but flight, to accomplish that 
with what speed they might. The best mcnnouldnot 
then be the ^ ictims, cowards would no longer devour 
all that remained on tlic road ” In short, the aide- 
de-camp was to lay before the emperor all the horror 
of his general’s situation. Ncy disclaimed all respon- 
sibility 

But Napoleon saw enough around him to guess at 
the rest. Deserters were continuall}’ passing liim ; he 
felt (hat nothing remained but to sacnfice the army 
piece bj piece, beginning at the extremities in order 
to save the licad "WTien, therefore, the aidc-dc-camp 
V as going to s])cak, he abniptlj- interrupted him wnth 
thc'c words, “ Colonel, 1 don’t ask )ou for these de- 
tails Dalbignac was Filent lie felt tliat under cir- 
cumstances so disastrous, and now irremediable, every 
nnn stood m lued of bis wliolo strength of body and 
mind, and (bat the emperor f( ared the effect of com- 
plaint-, which could onivwoal cn him wlio indulged in, 
niid him who listened to them He was stnick with 
Naj%oIcou'< depo-timnt , u a-as that which he main- 
tained duniig the wiadt* ri.rcat, grave, si'cnt, .and 
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rwJgnrf it WM tlut of e nam riffermg leii la body 
IHeb othm, batmach mow in mind, tad •obmltlinj 
to hi* miifortoae 

At thi* motowit general Chirpentler tent him tome 
wiggoM Uden with p r or fa fon* from Smolemk. Be* 
tiere* wanted to take poueiskm of them, Irat the 
emperor tent them on immediately to the prince of the 
Motqnt, saying, ** that those who fi^oght ihonld eit 
before the rett.^ At the tame time he tent to heg 
that Ney would try to defend hfamelf long enoogh to 
allow him tome time at Smolensk where the army 
wonld hare food and rest and wtmld he rtorganlzed. 

Bot If this hope kept some to their doty many other* 
abandoned erery thing to burry on to the promised 
end of their aaffeiingt, Ney saw that there must be 
a Tietiffi and that he was deroted he aetjelneed 
without hesitation end stood forward to reevire the 
whole weight of a danger mighty as Us ctrarage: 
from that roofsent he do lo ng er made Jt a point of 
honour to tare his baggage nor erm hii artillery 
which he turrendered to the dimate alone Some of 
his gout were Hopped by a bead of the Borytthene^ It 
was Impoeiible to get them op In sloping and Icy 
banks t be tacriSced them without ^eiUatloa, pined 
this obstacle, faced about, and forced the hoiille 
rfrer whitA crowed hi* route to senre at adefence 
The Bnoions, meanwhile edranced under corer of 
a wood and of our deserted carriages t from there 
they^red npooKeyt soldiers half of them who*# 

bemunbedhaadf were froren by their ley mtnlceti wtra 

disheartened i they threw down thrir arnn etceWrg 
ihemJelrei by their wetknest of the | recc'tfng Jiy I 
fleeing became they had fled which they noatd fn 

merly bare thought impojsibfe Aey raihed lafo (hr 

mliit of them, matched armi from the hanli of c-t 
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man, and led them hack to the fire ■^^hlch he himselt 
renewed , exposing his life like a common soldier, 
\Mth a musket m his hand, as in those days A\hen he 
i\as neither husband, nor father, nor rich, nor pO^\er- 
ful, nor honoured , as if, in short, he had every thing 
to gam, now that he had every thing to lose. But 
while he fought like a soldier, he did not cease to be 
a general , he took advantage of the ground, rested 
upon a hciglit, and covered his troops with a palisaded 
house His generals and colonels, among whom he 
particularly noticed Fe7en7ac, seconded him vigor- 
ously, and the enemy who expected to pursue, wms 
compelled to fall back, 

13^ this action, Ncy ga^e four and twenty hours 
respite to the army , Napoleon took advantage of this 
time to pass on to Smolensk On the next, and all 
the followuiig days, be displayed the same heroism 
Iletwctn ■\Via7jna and Smolensk, he fouglit ten entire 
days. 


CHAPfER Xllf 

Ox the ISth of No^ oniher he reached Smolensk, which 
lie was not to enter till the following d i\, and fated 
about to 1 cep the cnoms m ebtek. when suddenly 
the heights under which he was troing to jtost his left 
were rotortd with a crowd of deserttrs In their 
wild terror, these wrctelios threw tlumsehesdown and 
rolled to where In stood tipon tlic froren snow, along 
which tluw 1( ft trac' s of tilt ir blood A hindofCos- 
*acl <, which soon appeared mthc midst of them, cx- 
plniiud the camt. of the tonfiision 'flic marshal, 
hat .ng dispv d this hand c-f tnemu s, to his astoni'li- 
irr • j (rcuvtd hthintl them the armj of Ital) rciurn- 
Von H, r 
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Ing wittoQt baggtgo or trtOlery Rttof htA kept 
ihtaa u it were beileged from tie time they left 
JJon^bocje. Prince Eugene hid left the high roid 
foxn that toim, and had taken the road in the direction 
of Witepik, which two inonthi before had led him to 
Smolenik Tho Wop» which he then crowed wa* bnt 
a brooks he had icarcelj obierTed it it wai now 
awelled into a rirer It flowed oxer a bed of nmd 
encloied between two preapitooi banka It was ne* 
cessary to cat throogh {t« hard and frozen banka and 
to poll down (he nelghbooriog honsea daring (he 
night, tha ta bridge might be bnllt of the materiili 
Bnt those who had taken abelter in them opposed tie 
execution of this order The viceroy who was more 
esteemed than feared wai not obeyed thepontonlera 
gave troy, and when the day reappeared, and with it 
the Ccssaeki the bridge after Uing twice broken 
was aiandoced 

Plre or six thooiand soldiers wbostillkeptin theJr 
ranks, twice as many stragglerst sick and wounded 
more than a hundred cannon, and a throng of ear- 
riiget walled (opsxs tho rirer TheycorcredaJesguo 
of ground. They tried a ford across the plecci of fee 
which the torrent carried along The foremost of the 
g iiin reached the other shore but the water kept 
lisli^ every mcment, while the ford deepened under 
the trampling of tho horses. A waggon stuck fast j 
others became entangled with It, sod the ford was 
totally blocked np. 

hleanwhlle the day wore asray and lie roen ex 
hansted ihemaelres In useless efforts isnger «> J 
and the CosMcks hcrame prruliyf^ and lie sireniy 
was at length compeUed lo order lie nholcofhU artfl 
lery and bsggtge*traln to 1*0 abandoned Now began 

a scene of dwlalioo—tbr poaicsiort of whsl the wag 
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gODS contained liad hardly time to select a few of the 
most necessary articles, and to put them upon liorses, 
when a crowd of soldiers rushed upon them, and moie 
especially upon the officers’ carnages , they broke, 
they destroyed every thing, thus wreaking their ven- 
geance for their own misery and privations upon these 
articles of wealth and luxury, and depnving the Cos- 
sacks, who were distant spectators, of their expected 
booty. Most of them seized greedily upon the provi- 
sions For a few handfuls of flour, they rejected em- 
broidered garments, pictures, ornaments of every kind, 
and gilded bronzes. The ei ening presented a strange 
eight, — these riches of Pans and Moscow, these luxu- 
ries of tv o of the greatest cities mthe vorld, lying 
scattered and neglected on a wuld and desert tract of 
snov At the same time most of the artillcry-mcn m 
despair spiked their guns and threw away their pow- 
der. Others laid a train which they earned on under 
the caissons left at a distance in the rear of our bag- 
gage Tlicy waited till the most rapacious of the 
Cossacks had come up, and as soon as they saw a num- 
ber of them hotly engaged in pillage, they threw the 
flame of a buouac on tins powder The fire ran and 
reached the end m an instant, the caissons blew up, 
the shells burst, and those of the Cossacks who svcrc 
not dcstrowd, fled in terror 

A few hundred men who were still called the four- 
tt enth dn isjon w cre opposed to these hordes, and w cro 
•■ijfficlcnt to keep them in check till the follov mg day. 
All the rc>-l, ■'Oldicrs, commissaries, women and chil- 
dren, '•ick and wourdtd, dnicn on by the enema’s 
fire, rrowdid to the banks of the torrent But, at flic 
nghl of till swollen w.aterf, of the 'jharj) mnsecs of ice 
floating nj>on them , of thcnocc^tijy of mrreasmg the 
tn'torc" from cold, wh.ch thrv .alrcad\ found intole- 

P 2 
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rtWe, by plmipljig into tbcK icy xnrrt all bwltatcfl 
An Italian colonel Belfami yets the firrt to nuh in. 
Ibo Boldion then mored on, and the c nn rd foUoirei 
The iretkeft, the dort {rmobte and the roost atan 
dcms staid behiniL Those nho coaJd not resolrc to 
part from their booty and to forget Fortune a* she 
had forgotten them, Trrro rnrprised In their hcsUatlon 
The ncrt day aarage Cossaxdca no* roatenl wth all 
Jie nches scattered around them, greedily lelied upon 
the dirty and ragged clothes of their onforinnate pri 
soaere i they stripped them and booed them togeiher 
in drores; and made them march nsLed orer the 
soon*, beating them rrlth the handles of their lancet, 
Thearmy of Italy that dlsmaaUed dreached ia the 
■wateri of the Wop, rrithout food rrlthont shelter 
passed the night npoa the snor, nrar a tillage Is 
trhicb the generals attetopted la raia to lodge Their 
aoldlert besieged the huts la which they hoped 

to find a shelter The snfortiLnste men taHng ad 
raatage of the darkness whteb prerentrd their r t Y o g 
nlsing their officers or belag recognised by iheto 
rushed In detperate swarros upon erery hahlutlon. 
They tore away doors, windows and eren the timber 
of the roofs j ther cared little for forcing others he 
they srho they might, to Wtossc like thero'clrrs. It 
sras In rala that their generals drose them bsek } 
eren the meo of tic royal aod Imperial guard lore 
blows without complaint and Vlthoul rcrolt hut they 
djdnotdesbt throughout the anay similar srenes took 
place ever y night. They said nothing but they clon^ 
with delerrolned aetWir around these wooden sralU 
which ther polled to pJercs an rrery sHe at oure 
and which their officers were at length coroicllej to 
abandon for fear of being crushed nmler thrir ruins 
They exhibited a singular mixture of pefsereranee In 
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tJieir design, and re'^pect for the violent displeasure of 
their generals. 

When the fires were well lighted, they passed the 
night in drying themselves, while their cries and im- 
precations vere mingled Anth the groans of those 
who had just crossed the torrent, or who rolled from 
the top of Its hanks, and w'ere lost among its masses of 
ice It IS a fact disgraceful to the enemy, that in spite 
of these disasters, and wnthm sight of so rich a spoil, 
a few hundred men A\ho were left on the other side of 
the Wop, at a distance of half a league from the Auce- 
ro} , kept in check not only the courage, hut the rapa- 
city of Platofs Cossacks. Perhaps the Hetman thought 
that he was secure of the destruction of the viceroy for 
the morrow In fact all his measures were so well 
taken, that at the moment when the army of Italy, 
after an anxious and disorderly march, caught sight 
of Doukhowtcliina, atowm which was still entire, and 
joyfully hastened to take shelter in it, several thousand 
Cossacks issued from it wth cannon, and suddenly ar- 
rested their progress At the same time Platof rushed, 
AAith all his hordes, to the attack of Ins rear-guard 
and his two flanks Several eje-Antnesscs affirm 
that it AAas now a scene of complete tumult and dis- 
order, that stragglers, A\omen, and A’alets, crowded 
before each other, and rushed across the ranks , that 
in short, for 'omc minutes this unfortunate army AAas 
but a shapeless mass, a atIc mob, aaIiicIi confounded and 
obstructed its oaati moAcments All appeared to be 
lo'^t But the prince's coolncs":, and the e-'-crtions of 
his gcnenls 'aAcd them The best men extricated 
thcmsehc', and formed into ranks Tlicv adAanctd 
fir ng n few mu«kct', and the cnenw who had cai ry 
thing on Lis sjdc but coumge, the onlj .advantage that 
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re gain ed tom, opened Ibelr r*iik»,4iid retired before 
a mere ebow of retiitance. 

The prince s anny toot the jdace TrUch the enemy 
had jojt occojoed in the tomi, oot of whldi be retreated 
to bivouac, and to prepare elmilar eu r pr ites up to the 
gates of Stoolcnalc. diiaatrom affair of the Wop 
bad determined tbo pnnee not toieparat* hla anny 
from that of the emperor The Coaroclo tooV courage 
and turrounded the fourteenth divitiem When ptiir^ 
£agene rruhed to go to their anatance the toldlcn 
and their officera benumbed hy a cold twenty degrew 
below freedi^ point which the wind rendered idU 
more plerdog remained rtretebed on the warm ubet 
of their firea. In rain did be show them tbeirrompa 
tdoni turrounded the enemy approaching, and the 
abot and buliett already ftlUog about them they per 
auted in not rbiog and declared that they had rather 
die than tupport any longer tuch intenw lufferiDg*. 
£ren the v6dettet had quitted their poab IViBCc 
Eagene, however tuceeded in taring bU rear guaid. 

On retomlng with it towards Smolrusk h1» itrag 
gleri were driven opcm Ney# aoldirra The Utter 
eanght the infection of their ttrron and all ruihed 
toward* the Dnieper they crowded together at the 
eotraoce to the bridge mthool attempting to defend 
themtelro when the enemy was ttop^ by a charge 
of the fourth regiment 

Feictmac, the youthful eolonel of thU reghnenJ 
found means to breathe new tpirfl into men almoti 
motionless with cold- Here at in every ctie where 
energy it rrqaired, the fojwriorJty of tie •cnthnenti 
of the *oul over the lensatlon* of the body wai coa 
fplcuous cTtrypbpiralien atlonledihetnlodopon 
deucy and filgitj nature urged it wiih her hanirtd 
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pcrauatne tongues, yet a few words of honour v.ere 
all that was required to obtain the most heroic self- 
devotion The soldiers of the 4th ran furiously upon 
the enemy, up the mountain of snow and ice, upon 
■uhich he was posted, and in the teeth of the hurricane 
of the north They liad all against tliem Ney himself 
M ns obliged to moderate them A reproach from their 
colonel had wrought this change These private 
soldiers rushed upon death, urged by fear of disgrace, 
by that instinct vhich renders a man despicable to 
himself without courage — by habit and tbirst for glorj' 
Yet hou inappropriate does glor)% that splendid word, 
seem to their obscure situation ’ What is the glory of 
a soldier vho dies uithout witnesses, uho is neither 
praised, blamed, nor regretted, beyond his own com- 
pany ? but every man’s circle is siillicicnt to himself, 
a small society contains and excites as many passions 
ns a great one The projiortions of the bodies are 
different, but they arc composed of the same ele ments, 
animated by the same principle, and the looks and 
])rcscncc of a platoon afford as strong a stimulus to 
a prnntc ns those of an ami) do to a general 


CHAPTER XIV. 

At length the flrm\ once more caught sight of 
Smolensk , the soldiers approached the town so often 
held out to tlner their desjionding spmts They 
pointed It out to wuh other ’Jlicre was that pro- 
mi'ulland iii which their famine would, doubtless, be 
exchanged for abundanre, thiir fatigue for rest, vhere 
Ibmrbuouacsuudir nttmperatme of nineteen degrees 
below frciring joint would Ik forgotten in warm 
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boom. Thtre tbej would enjoy a reitoring sleep 
they would repair thofr cblbes they trould receir 
shoes and clotUng adapted to the ebmate At tK 
light of the totm all bot the picked corps, a few o 
the common soldiers, and the skeletons of reteran re 
gimenta left their ranks and nishtd forrraid. Thou 
sands of men, roost of them without arms, corerec 
both the steep banks of the Borysthenes } theypresseti 
forward in a mass towards the lofty walls end gatd 
ofthedty hut their tomnltuons crowd theirhaggar^ 
countenance blackened with dust and smoke ^eii 
tattered uniforms, the incoogruoui dresses by which 
they had supplied the loss of their own clothes. Is 
a word their stmiigo ood hideous aspect andtheli 
frightful eagenrest terrified those witbiu the walls. 
They thought that If they admitted the imptioD o( 
this crowd, maddened by hunger the dty woold be 
one scene of pilUge The gates were therefore 
dosed against them. 

It was hoped also that this act of serenly would 
compel them to rally A horrible struggle between 
order and dborder now took place in tbe remnant of 
this unhappy army It was In rain thst some prayed 
wept entreated in rain they threatened aod etulea 
Toured to break In the gates in rain they fell dying 
at the feet of their comrades who were ordered to 
drire them h ack all wrre inexorable they wens 
compelled to wait for the arrlral of the first troop which 
was stUl under co mma nd and In order It coumtcd of 
the old and the yo ung guard. The stragglers were 
only allowed to follow them; they and the other 
eoTpe wViO bad been antce^s’^eely swrieieg from tie 
8lh tothe t-tth thought that ihdr eutrance was de- 
layed only to allow more mt and more prorl»ian« to 
the guards Tbelr saffering* rendered ihrtooujaiti 
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they cuised them, “ must they then he aluajs sacn- 
liced to tins privileged class ? to that vam foppery 
which was never seen foremost except at revievs, at 
fitcs, and distnbutions ? as the army never to have 
any thing hut their lea\ mgs ’ and must even these be 
withheld until they uerc gorged ” 'JHiey might ha\e 
been told that by endeavouring to save all, all must 
have been lost , that one corps, at least, must be pre- 
served entire, and that the preference must be given 
to that which in a final struggle could make the most 
powerful effort. 

At length, however, the unfortunate men were in 
this long desired Smolensk , they left the banks of the 
Bor}’sthenes strewed wutli the dying bodies of the 
weakest among them , impatience, and many hours of 
tedious expectation had worn out the small remains of 
their strength They left others in the same condi- 
tion on the 1 C}'’ steep which they had to climb m order 
to rcQcb the upper city. The remainder ran to the 
mngarines, and, even there, some expired in the act of 
besieging the doors whence thev were repulsed 
“ Who were they ?” they were asked, “ of what corps 
how’ were thev to be recognised’ Tliosc who werp 
emplo}ed to distribute the provusions were accountable 
for them, they were to deliver tliem to none but autho- 
rircd officers, bringing receipts for which thev were to 
exebangt the rations coinmitted to tbcir charge , those 
who now prc^LiiUd themsclvos had no officerb, and 
1 new not vvlicre tbcir regiments were ” Two thirds 
6f the army were in tbiN ‘•late. 'Jiic unhappv men 
then di‘-j>i.r«cd tin msi Ives about the streets, having 
no longer nnv boj's but m pilhgc But in every 
quarter si ilcton'^ of Jior'os from which evirv particle 
of ^^'•h liad bten can fulh removed, j.rochimed n 
famine , the doors .and windows h'd bren brol cn or 
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torn firom tli« hooie* to feed the fires of ih# bhrontcs { 
they foxmd no ihelter no prepartUon for winter 
quarter* no woodj the aick and the wounded re- 
mained in the atreet* on the waygo oi wh!ch had con 
Teytd them. Still irfll they were on that fotal main 
road, which now pasted nndtr an empty name; ll 
wu tat a fireah hlTonao amidst deceltfal mini, yet 
colder than the foreita they had left Then alone 
did these itraggleri try to collect artmnd their colonra ; 
they retnmed to them for a mcanent to find food tat 
ail the bread that had been bojced bad jnit been dbtri 
bnted, there was neither blacnlt nor meat left They 
received acme rye-flour aome dry regetablc*, end 
brandy Incredible exertions were nectimry tohlnder 
the detachments of the different corps from VnUng 
etch other at the door* of the toogatines when at 
last, these wretched provisions were given out the 
toldier* refbsed to carry them to their regimeou; they 
darted npon the aa^ snatched out a few handfuls of 
floor, and ran to devour it secretly In a comer It 
was the earns with the brandy The next (by the 
bouses were found filled with detd bodies 

In short this CiUl StDoIemiV which the army hal 
JooVed forward to as the term of Its sufferings might 
be said only to mark the commencement of them 
A boondlfo prospect of mLiery opened before and 
for forty day* we most march nnder Its Iron prcisurv 
Some airtidyorerwhelmedwith the present cvlli sunk 
under the conternplatloo of the horror* In store for oi 
Some straggled agolnst their fate they determined 
to trust to nobody to obey nobody but thermelrc* 
andtoprt^ervo thelrllresalany price From thattlow 
according as they found themselves itrooger or weaker 
they took from thcif’dylng eomradr» by rlolcef* 
or by fraud their food, their clothe* and srro they® I 
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wth Minch they had filled their hnapsachs in the place 
of pro\ isions These wretches whom despair had con- 
^e^ted into robbers, then threw away their arms to 
save their infamous booty , they took advantage of 
the common miseiy, of their obscure station, of their 
uniform ivhich could no longer be recognised, of night, 
in short of every kind of obscurity, all favourable to 
cowardice and to crime If some accounts already 
before the public had not exaggerated these horrors, I 
should have vnthhcld details so disgusting, for such 
atrocities Mere rare, and justice Mas executed on the 
most guilty 

Tlic emperor arriv'cd on the 9th of November, in 
flic midst of this scene of desolation He shut himself 
up in one of the houses of the new square, nor did he 
leave it until the 14th, when he continued his retreat. 
He had reckoned upon finding fifteen days* provisions 
and forage for an army of a hundred thousand men , 
he did not find enough for half that number, and it 
consisted solely of flour, rice, and brandy Tlierc Mas 
no meat at all He was heard furiously upbraiding 
one of the men charged with provisioning the array 
Tlic commi'^sar)’ only obtained Ins life by a long and 
abject entreaty on his knees, at Napoleon’s feet. Per- 
haps hi*: rca‘:ons did more for him than his supplica- 
tions “ When he arrived," be said, “ the gangs of 
filrnpglers which Uic arrav had left behind it, had filled 
Snioh'ii«^l with terror and ruin The famine was ns 
drenrtful there ns on the road When a little order 
Jind botn rc-c5tahli*'hrd, the Jews Mere the onlj peo- 
ple wlio had offered to fumi<;h the provisions viliich 
were M anted Some Lilhuannn nobles had nftcru ards 
htcn induct-d h\ hf Iter motives to give them ‘^ome nv- 
uic( At Icnath, tlu head of the long tram of 
p'ov'‘h)n5 colkc’c-d in Germ''n\, had made its appear- 
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BBC® Tli«y were drawn In certain camagM wiiicfe 
ebne had been able to crow the lilhoanian »and*, 
hot they had not hrooght more than two hondred 
qnlntalsof douraJidof ric*; leTenil hundred head of 
German and Italian cattle had omred with them. 
Meanwhile the heapi of dead bodj« m the houjcr 
court* and gnrdeng Infected the air with their 
effltma. The dead dertroj'ed the Uring^ Theoffleert 
of the comraiitariat, aa well os many ndHttiy men 
trero affected, tome had become nnb^e th^ weyt 
OTftared on the ground with n haggard motionletj 
O)*® Pome had their hair atandiog on end atiff or 
twuted into Topei and nt length In the midil of a 
torrent of hnp r e ea tioo, a St of homble c ou r u biona 
oroflaoghteryetmorebomble they had expired 
“It had li k e ^ e been necemry to HU the greater 
BQmber of the btilloeks from Genuny and Italy im 
mediately There animals could no loBger walk or 
eat. Their eye* were tnnh glared and BJOtlonle** 
They stood to he killed witboot attrtnptlDg to aroid 
the blow Other miifortone* foUowed aereral wag 
gon train* were intercepted and ilore* captured a 
drove of eight hundred bullock* was taken at Kra* 
Doe” lie added “ that aome allowance mutt al*o be 
made for the great number of d tachmenti which Lad 
pasjed through Smolensk for the halt marshal 
had made with twenty-eight thouwnd men aodabeol 
fifteen thooiand ilck ; for the touliitude of poi j and 
marauder* whom the rising of the people and the 
approach of the enemy had drlscn Into th* tom AH 
th had Hted open the f tores t nearly alatytho^arJ 
ration* had been glrm out per day I*«ily that proti 
jloD* and cattle had been driven a f-»r ai V In 
lie direetkm of Mmcow and a* far ai rinU In ihs 
of Kakmgi." 
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Several of these allegations vere ■well-founded 
Other magazines ere still on the road from Smo- 
lensk to Minsk and Wilna. Tliese two cities were 
much more central points than Smolensk The towns 
on the Vistula would then liai e formed the commence- 
ment of the line of communication, The sum of the 
provisions distributed through the extent of country 
was incalculable, the efforts necessar}’- for their tran- 
sport gigantic, and the result almost nothing. They 
were quite inadequate to the immensity over which 
tlicy w'crc dispersed 

Thus do great expeditions crumble dovni under 
their own weight. The limits of human power had 
been outstepped ‘ the genius of Napoleon, trying to 
rise superior to time, distance, and climate, was, as it 
were, lost in infinite space , liow ever v ast was its mea- 
sure, It had got bejond it 

It must, however, be said, that he was driven on by 
necessity He did not deceive himself as to the state 
of difficult} and destitution, in winch he would be 
placed. Alexander alone had deceived him Accus- 
tomed to timmph over every thing bv the terror of his 
name, and b} the astonishment insjnrcd b} his danng 
impetuosity, he had nshed his arm}', himself, and his 
fortune, upon the chance of Alexander’s fir&t move- 
ment He was still the same man as in Egvpi, at 
Marengo, at Ulm, at Erslmgen , ho was J'ernando 
Cortiz; he vias the Macedonian burning his ships, and 
persisting in 'pite of bis boldicr'’ in ijcnctratiiig into 
unexplored , be was C.<.‘ ir. ri'-liig Ins wliolc 
fortiiiHS in one fr.ul bar^ . 


Yoi- It. 
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BOOK X. 


CHAPTER L 

Tbi ctpture of AVInkowo and tho noexpected ttt&cV 
mado bj Kntiuof In front of Moscorr Lad be«n xaertl}* 
iparki from an ert«nsira conJagration^ On tbe unu 
daf and the itmo hoar the trhole of RaaaU ms acting 
on the offemdre. The general pUnofthe Rtusians 
wu coddenlf dereloped; and the Tiew of the map 
became perCectij' alarmbg 

On the 18th of October at the ret 7 moment when 
the cannon of Kntniof were deitrojing Kapoleoni 
hopes of glory and peace Wittgenstein a hnndrtd 
le^pies la rear of hb left^ bad precipitated himself 
tij<on Polotsk Tchitchakof in the rear of fab right 
two hundred leagues ^rther bad eralled hlnueU of 
Us fupcrlority orer Schwartienberg i and both of 
them, one descending from the oortfa the other riling 
from the louth bad exerted themielTes to form a 
junction near DoritoC 

Thla was the most dlfBcnlt pan of oor retreat and 
these two anides arere already tonchbg upon It while 
Napoleon was separated from It faptwelre marches 
the rigours of whiter, Cwmne and the grest noiilsn 
army 

AtfemolccuKthe danger of fanwk was only la*- 
petled, but some officers who had been pteient at il • 
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fc a pltrr c of Polotsk furnished the details of it, which 
were listened to with deep attention and interest. 

After the action of the ISth of August, which pro- 
cured for St. Cyr the rank of marshal, that general 
remained on the Russian hank of the Duna, in pos- 
session of Polotsk, and an intrenched camp before it. 
This camp demonstrated wnth what facility the whole 
army might have wintered on the frontiers of Lithu- 
ania Its barracks, constructed by our soldiers, were 
more roomy than the houses of the Russian peasants, 
and equally warm. Tlicy formed handsome military 
Tillages, well intrenched, and clFcctually protected 
both from winter and from the enemy 

During two months the war betneen the two ar- 
mies had been a mere affair of partisans The object 
of the French in it ntis to extend their range into the 
countrjs in order to secure a sufHcient supply of pro- 
visions , that of the Russians to depnve and cut them 
off from such supplies This petty warfare had been 
earned on completely to the advantage of the Russians, 
as our troops ncre totally ignorant of the geography 
of the country, the language of the people, and even 
the names of the places to nhich they -ventured to ex- 
tend their excursions, and were incessantly betrayed 
by the inhabitants, and even by their guides 

Thcie checks, together with famine and disease, had 
reduced the troops of St Cyr to one half of their first 
amount , while a constant influx of recruits had dou- 
bled those of Wilfgcnctein About the middle of 
October the Ru'^ian armi in this quarter amounted 
to fift\-lwo thousand men, and ours to .seventeen 
thou'-'nd. In this number wc mu't include the sixth 
co’-f.s, or tbc Raiar nn*^, who had been reduced from 
tWt'n'\-iwo tho'i*and to cightotn hundred, and two 
ihouinnd rn\3lr\ at that period nVent St. Cir 

qs 
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finding himttif detUhitB of fbnge Mod moch 
noyed by tbe eoemyg •ttempU on hit flinlt*, lud 
jn»t detjatehed thtai to » eoxaJdartble diatoc® op the 
right bank of the rirer with inftrnctioni then to re« 
turn on the left, for the double object of procnrfng 
itibfiitence for themeelTC* and reliorlng hhn from 
•tawyanceand apprahenikm. 

For SuCyrwti fearful of being tamed on the right 
by "Wittgojetein, and on tlio left by Stambeil who wa* 
adranclng Trtth two diTuione of the ansy of Finland 
winch had recently arriTcd at Blga. There I» extant 
an nigent letter from thk Tnarahal to Mmcdonalch in 
which be requerted and preeaed bhn to oppoee the 
mandi of theee Raariantt who had to defile hi feont 
ofbiaani^ and to aendfaimarelafiDrccxBentof fifteen 
thooaand men or tf he objected to detach any' part of 
hii force! to come In peraon with that mnnber of men 
and tarane the command bbrrtelf. He* lb the came 
letter dieoloeed to Macdonald hb whole lyttem of 
attack ettd defence. Bat Macdonald did not conceire 
bbrffilf jettified In BO imp ortant a m or e r ae nt 

without ezprea orden He diathisted Yorok, wdiom 
he^ perhape, aaspected of intending to dtUrer up to 
the Ruialani hii park of ffege-arriUery He repUedt 
that to defend that wma hia firat and moat ictdlspen 
cable duty and be dedined quitting hb atation. 

In tHi aituation the Ructi^ became more danng 
■wii adTeniuToui erery dey and at length on the 
iTth of Octedwr* the adran^ed port! of St. Cyr Wert 
driren In upon hii c am p, and TVittgenatein gained 
ponecsion of all the outlet! of the wooda by which 
Folotak is lurroundod. He threatened us wflh a 6tC 

tie whlchhetboughtweibooldnotTenturetoaccept 

The French manbal receWng no Initructfoos from 
the emperor, had delayed too long to intrench him- 
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self. His works were little more than marked out, 
not sufficiently proceeded m to cover their defenders, 
but just enough so to point out the part which they 
V ere to defend with the utmost obstinacy Tlieir left, 
resting on the Duna, and protected by battenes placed 
on the left bank of the river, was the strongest Tlieir 
right \\ as feeble Tlic Polota, a stream flowing into 
the Duna, separated them 

Wittgenstein ordered Yacthwil to menace the side 
wliitli was easily accessible, and on the 18 th pre- 
sented himself against the other ; at first with some 
degree of temerity, for two French squadrons, the 
only ones •which St Cyr Iiad retained, overthrew the 
liead of his column, captured its artillery, and, it 
IS said, took the commander himself prisoner, but 
without knowing him to be such, so that they aban- 
doned him ns an insignificant pnze •when they ivere 
compelled by numbers to fall back^ 

At this crisis the Russians, dashing out of their 
woods, disclosed the whole of their force, and attacked 
St Cyr with fur}’, who 'was himself stnick by a 
ball from one of their first discharges. He ne\cr- 
tlielcss remained in the midst of his troops, although 
no longer able to stand, and under the necessity 
of being earned Tlic fur}' of Wittgenstein’s onset 
on this part w. as sustained during the whole of the 
dn\. The redobbts which Mai'^ons defended were 
taken po'sc'^sion of and lost no Ic'^s tlian seven times. 
Seven tunes did Wittgenstein consider the nctory 
as hiP own At Icngtli, St Cir disheartened and re- 
jailsed him. Legnnd and Maisons remained masters 
of the intrenchmcnts, which were nbsoluteH steejed 
in Ruffian blood 

Rut while on the ncht or}’ thing .apprarrd to ha.e 
been gamed, on the left c\cr} thing seemed to le 

Q 3 
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Jort till* rcTBiw \nt ciwid^ to tho fiery fapetnosity 
of •otno Brrl** mnd Croel»» ITieir enmlilkm hid wrtt 
befor* tbli occttkm b«m c«lled IbIo actkiti. Too 
to proYe tbontelv** injrtliy of comtittrtiflg » 
put of tiie ^TUid ahoy, tbey acted trith rashoen^ 
Bediig IncoMiderately placed m adrance of tbelr po- 
aldon fai order to draw on % acthwil tcnrard* H, In- 
atetdof abandoning' tobima tpotof gronnd wbicbbad 
been prepared ftrr hi* de*tnictitm, they nuhed for- 
trard agaimt the maiaei of hi* force, and imre'lnrer* 
whelmned try nitmbcr* The French artillery w er e 
precluded from firing in eonteqnence of their own 
troop* being thoa intemdi^Ied mth the enmy and of 
conrae became completely melee*, end cor alljea were 
dI*eomfited and driren b^k to Fr^otilr 
It was tben that the batteries on the left bank of the 
Haha diiooTtred the enemy and were enabled to open 
their fire tipoa them ; bnt Instead of stopping their 
march they only hastened it. YacthwiI * Rtmlant 
In order to trodd oar balls, pr^pitated themselTt* 
with the utmo*t speed Into theraritie of thePilota, 
along whldi they were proceeding to penetrate into 
the dty -when three piece* of cannon hastily potted 
In a Line with the bead of their eolanm and a last and 
grand effort Tped" by the Swiss, completely repebed 
thjTm, At fire o dock the action Was ortr the Rns 
Siam had withdrawn from erery side into their woods 
and fbnrteen thousand men had conqaered a body of 
them consbtmg of fifty thonsand* ' 

ITie night passed traaqaiDy with atl j not eacepriug 
St. Cyr hfanselfi Hi* cavalry had misinformed htio* 
They assnred hba that no enemy had passed the Dans, 
either obore oc beknr hi* position whldi was Incor- 
rect, a* Sleinheil and thirteen tboosand Rmsisitt had 
crossed that river at Dryasa, and rtflsctnded U on the 
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left banlv, m order to take the marshal in his rear, and 
shut him up in Polotsk, hctuecn themselves, the Duna, 
and Wittgenstein 

On the 19th, Wittgenstein was ohseiTed until his 
troops all under arms, and drawing up in legular order 
for an attack, for uhich, nevertheless, he seemed to 
want resolution to give the signal. St Cyr, how- 
e\ or, u ns not misled by these indications He con- 
cluded that so iK)u erful, and at the same time so en- 
tcrpnsing an enemy could not he daunted by his 
feeble intrcnchmcnts, and strongly suspected there- 
fore that he must be waiting the result of some im- 
poi taut manoeuvre as the signal for a formidable co- 
operation, u Inch manoeuvre could take place only in 
his rear 

In fact, about ten in the morning an aide-de-camp 
arrived at full speed from the opposite side of the 
river, to inform him that another hostile army, that 
under Stcmhcil, uas rapidly ascending the Lithua- 
nian bank, and drning before it the French cavalry 
lie came to require instant assistance, without uhich, 
this new army uould soon reach the rear of the 
camp and surround it. The rumour of this conflict 
at once filled the rani s of Wittgenstein with transport, 
and the French camp with dismay 

'n>c po'-jtion of the latter liad certainly now become 
most (Ircntlfullj critical These brave men were now 
artunlh shut in by n force three times equal to their 
onn, on n tovin built of wood, and against n great 
rner winch had only one hndge for retreat, the pas- 
?nyo of whicli w.a*! menaced bj another anm ' 

In aim ams it that St Car then weakened himself 
rliU mure b\ detaching three regiment'^, aalioic march 
he conccah d from Wmgcn«;tcin, to the ojiposiic hank, 
aa-itli a aicw to clicck the advance of Stcmhcil, a\lio?r 
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artillery ^ru now heard more diitinctly erery moment 
aiAonnclitg Mi rapid approach to Polotsk. Already 
'Tore the litteriea ■which from the left hank protected 
the French camp changing their direction In order to 
torr that fire against this new enemy On seeing this 
ihonta of joy bnrit from Wittgenstein s whole line 
EtiU, Howerer that general continued bactlTe. Before 
he began to perform hli part m the contist, he seemed 
to consider It not roffident to hear Stcinhell, and 
appeared determined to wait for his actual appearance. 

In the mean time aQ 8t. Cyr s generals pressed 
around him In a state of great constematfon, and 
urged hhn to gire instant orders for a retreat, which 
in a xery short time would be Impotaihle. St. Cyr 
refuted tills he percehred thst the hfty thousand Bds« 
nsns In anas and as it were at hay in front of him, 
were only waiting for the fim retrograde moronent 
he should mske, to dart Instantly upon him to his 
desltuction; and he remained and motionless 
In hli position, araUlng himself of their inconceinhle 
stagnation, and still hoping that Polotsk might be 
wrapped in the shades of night before Stelnheil rrotdd 
airiTe 

He has since acknotrleged that nerer In the coarse 
of his life did he experience such e state of dreadful 
anxiety A thousand times in the course of those three 
hours of awful expectation did he look at hU ■watch, 
and glance his eye at the declining sun, as if he had 
been able to hasten its p rogre ss . 

At length when StebiheJl was ■within only half tn 
hour 8 march of Polotsk, udien only a few slight efforts 
remained for him to appear in the plain reach the 

bridge and bar St. from the only arenue by wWch 

he could hare escaped from Wittgenstein, hs halted. In 
.a short time a thick fog, wbkh the French were dii 
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posed to considei ns an interposition of Iieaven in 
their favour, anticipated the darkness of night and 
concealed the three armies from each other's view. 

St Cyr waited only for the arrival of that moment 
Already were his numerous artillery crossing the nver 
in silence, and his divisions ready to commence the 
same cautious retreat, when the soldiers of Legrand, 
either from the effect of habit, or from their reluc- 
tance to abandon their camp untouched to the enemy, 
set fire to it. The two other divisions conceived that 
this was a signal agreed upon, and in an instant the 
whole line was in flames. 

This conflagration proclaimed their movement, and 
immediately all the batteries of Wittgenstein began to 
play, his columns were hurried forward in pursuit, 
and his shells soon set fire to the toivn. It was neces- 
sary to contest every foot of ground there, with the 
flames which threw a light on the struggle equal to 
that of day The retreat was nevertheless effected m 
good order , much blood was shed on both sides , and 
the Russian eagle did not regain possession of Polotsk 
till the 20th of October, at four in the morning 
As fortune happily would have it, Steinheil slept 
undisturbed amidst all the noise occasioned by the en- 
counter, although even the shouts of the Russians 
were tremendously loud He did not assist Wittgen- 
stem in the whole course of that important night more 
than that general assisted him on the preceding day. 
When Wittgenstem had completed all he could do on 
the right bank, when the bridge of Polotsk was de- 
stroyed, in short, when St. Cyr ^vlth his whole force 
was safe on the left bank, irhere he was equal to 
Steinheil, then it was that the latter began to rouse 
himself. But De Wrede and six thousand Bavanans 
fell upon him during his first movement, drove him 
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WTpnl leagne* back mlo the troodi from Trhlch he 
WM endeaTOuring to debooch^ md killed or took pri 
■opera two thoceand of hb acu j 


CHAPTER n. 

Tmaa threo affairawero truly gloriouj Wlttgcujteb 
had be«n repoUed Stelnhell defeated md teu tboo* 
■and Rutdan troops aod ahc gepeials killed or 
Toimded. Bat St. Cyr hhimlf bad b< en u-otmded 
the offendva attituda bad been loctf and jo) triumph 
and ahandanco reigned intbeepemy^a cJmp, ^rhile our 
own exhibited only cadneta and deftitut!^ We were 
retreating Ihe army waa b want of a chief and 
De Wrei made preteiudona to rupply that want him 
leU. Bat the French geoerala deellc^j any kbd of 
concer t with that Baranan allegbg hU well known 
character and coacebrii^ that to act b umcm with him 
was impotaible Tbelrpretenaloni completely clashed 
Vith each other St therefore not withstanding 
hit peraonally disabled state, waa cosnp^led to retab 
the command of the two cotp* himself, j 
The marshal then ordered the retreat to be fol 
lowed up toward* SmoUany by erery road which could 
be found leadbg to it Be blraself renudDcd with the 
centre end regulated the coarch of the^ different co> 
lomns by rucceafire btemls { a ayitem of retreat 
directly opposite to that followed by Jsi^leon- 
f The object of St was to obtabl^rooro prori 
lioni to march with more freedom, co*Cpenition, and 
union, b short, to amid the eOTfasloo icnenilly at 
tending large columns when men, caniion, and hag 
gage are crowded together b ona roJd- Hu plan 
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was successful Tea thousand Preach, Swiss, and 
Croats, with fiftj’' thousand Russians in close pursuit 
of them, retreated in four columns, with slowness and 
deliberation, without suffering themselves to be bro- 
ken through, and preventing Wittgenstein and Stem- 
heil from effecting more than three marches in eight 
days. 

By thus retirmg towards the south, they covered 
the nght flank of the road from Orcha to Bonzof, by 
which the emperor was returmng from Moscow. One 
column only, that of the left, received any check. It 
was that of de Wrede and his fifteen hundred Bava- 
rians, augmented by a brigade of French cavalr}', 
which he retained contrary to the express orders of 
St Cyr He was marching at the time under no di- 
rection but his own, for his wounded pride could no 
longer brook obedience The affair, however, cost 
him all his baggage He afterwards, under pretence 
of being more serviceable to the common cause by co- 
venng the line of opeiations from Wilna to Witepsk 
which the emperor had abandoned, separated himself 
from the second corps, withdrew by Klubokoe to 
Vileika, and became completely useless 

The discontent of de Wrede may be dated from the 
19th of August He entertained a notion that he had 
a great share in obtammg the victory of the 18th, 
and that in the report sent off the following day his 
name had not been distinguished with due honour 
From that time his disgust increased more and more, 
inflamed by this bitter recollection, by his OAvn com- 
plaints, and by a brother who was said to be serving 
in the Austrian army It is likewise added, that, as 
the retreat drew towards a close, the Saxon general 
Thielmann drew him into his piojects for the libera- 
tion of Germany. 
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nil defection wu ectrcely fciL The dulce of 
Belltmo, and trrenty fire thouMnd men hastened for^ 
trtiti from Smolezak. On the anh of October he 
^ined 8 l Cyr before SmoUany at the rery moment 
when Wittgenateln, nnacqnainted with that juncticm 
and reiynig on lua mperionty had crowed the La 
kolmiia and, with only defiles in hli rear impradently 
attacked oar adTanced poata Nothing waa required 
to effect hii complete deatnictson hot a mnnltaneoas 
effort of these ttro French corps. The soldiers tod 
generals of the amh corps were inspired with the 
most liraly ardoor Bat sHieo rictory was in their 
hearta, and, conceMng H folly before their eyes, they 
expected the algnsl for bstUe, VlctOT gave ^e signal 
for retreat. 

It was nerer known whether this rlngnlar act of 
prudence which waa deemed pecnliariy miseasosable 
arose from want of confidence in & conntry which he 
DOW beheld for the first tune, or in soldiers whom be 
had nerer pnt to the test. It is povihle that he might 
think it hia doty not to risk a bottle, the loss of which 
h most be admitted, would hare inrolred that of the 
grand army and its chief 
AfierblUng back behind the Lokolmlia and defend 
In g bitaielf there the whole of the day, ho aralled 
himself of the night to gain Slenno. 'The Rosiian gezie- 
ral then became aware of the danger of hia altoatlCa. 
8o highly critical was it, that be turned ourretrograde 
Tpn r ^fnt, end the discouragement and dejectioo 
which natorallv accompanied it, to no other accoant 
than hlsownextncatioa. 

The officers who communicated these detallf added 
that, from that moment, Wit^ewteln b»d thooghtof 
but of retaking 'UTtepsk and keeping on hb 
defence Prohebly be coimderedlt too rash a meamrs 
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to cross tlie Berezina at its sources in order to join 
Tchitcliakof , for an unauthenticated report had begun 
to be circulated, which threatened us ivith the march 
of that,armyiof the south upon Minsk and Borizof, and 
with the defection of Schwartzenh?rg< 

It was .atiMikalewska, on the 6 th of November, the 
ill-omened day. on which Napoleon i first hpardiof the 
conspiracy of Mallet, that>he was informed also of the 
3 unction of the second and nmth corps and of the dis- 
advantageous action of Czazmki, He was highly 
irritated, and; sent orders, to the duke of Belluno to 
drive Wittgenstem mstantly/behmd the Duna, as the 
safety of the army absolutely depended upon it -He 
did not conceal from the marshal ithat he 'had reached 
Smolensk with a much, harassed army, and a cavalry 
totally dismounted 

Thus It was evident that the days of our, success 
were over Disastrous intelhgence flowed in from all 
quarters. On one side the loss of Polotsk, the Duna, 
and Witepskii and Wittgenstein only four days’ march 
from Borizof r, on the. other» near Elnia, Baraguay- 
d’Hilliers completely defeated That general had suf- 
fered the brigade Augereau to be taken prisoners, and 
lost several magazines, together with the possession of 
the Elmaroad, by which Kutusof might now get before 
us to rKrasnoo, as he did, in a former rase, to Wjazma 
At the same time, a hundred leagues in advance of 
us, Schwartzenberg -wrote to inform the emperor 
that lie was covering_WarEaw, which in fact, im- 
plied that he -was leaving uncovered Minsk, and Bon- 
zof, the magazine, the retreat of the grand army, and 
that perhaps the emperor* of Austria nas about to 
deliver his son-in-law into the power of Russia 
At the same moment, in our rear, and immediately 
VoL. n. R 
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troond o*, prfnc® Eogeno was coaqQfltad by the 'Wop j 
the drtTight bories ^hlch had been kept ready for u* 
at Smolejiilc were deroiired by the toldler* thoee of 
Mortier carried off •»hfle /oragioiy} and the droref of 
cattle CQlleotod at Kraenoe captored In addition to 
trhidi dreadfiil maUdjea had made their appearanfe 
in the army, and the ora of conspiimclei appeared to 
hare returned at Parlt. In ebort trery thing eeemed 
Co join fn QwrvTlielnrfng Napoleon. 

Erery day the retornt which he recelred of the ttate 
of hit corpa might be considered aa ao mtsj bnUethu 
of the dying Ihey shewed hhn the reduction of the 
army which had congnered Moscow fro m a hundred 
and eighty tbonacnd men toterenty flee thoosand only 
etlQ capable of doty Against this assemhUge of 
calamities he could oppose zwthisg but a paishe re- 
sistance an unshaken flrmoeaa. His countenance re- 
mained tmalCered { he changed nothing in hh Coaoee 
habitndes nothing In the fom of bis orders 'Who- 
erer read them wonld coacrire that he felt him- 
self etiU the cocnnander of sereral armies. Ee did 
not eren hasten forward his march. He merely ma 
nifested some Irritation at the prudence of marshal 
Victor^ repeating his order for him to attack 'Wittgen- 
stein, and rcmoTo the danger which now threatened 
hia retreat. WHh respect to Baragoiy-d’HilllcTS, who 
had be en just accused by an oSctr he tutcmoued him 
HTid Ecnt him tn Berlin^ where broken down 
by the fiitlguea and difliculUaa of the retreat, and 
jinking under the weight of the charge brought 
against him, ho soon after aspired, without haring an 
opportunity of defendii^ Hts conduct. 

The nm>i«Wn fimmes thus manifested by Napo- 
leon was the only state of mind adapted to so great a 
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tnan, and to so irreparable a fortune. Butrvhat parti- 
cularly excited surprise was, that he suffered fortune 
to wrest from him every thing, rather than sacrifice a 
part, in order to preserve the remainder It u as ivith- 
out his orders that the different chiefs burnt then bag- 
gage, and destroyed their artiller}’’ he only permitted 
It If he actually did issue any instructions of such a 
description, they were on some very extraordinary oc- 
casions almost forced from him He seemed bent on 
avoiding as much as possible whatei or might be con- 
sidered an acknowledg aent of his defeat He possibly 
conceived that he should thus attract respect to his 
misfortunes, and by the inflexibility of his conduct 
exhibit to those under him the only proper example 
for a commander to give, that of unshaken, immoi cable 
courage or his conduct might perhaps proceed merely 
from the pride produced in men by long and uninter- 
mpted success, and which naturally tends to precipitate 
their fall 

Smolensk, however, injurious and fatal as it was in 
tivo instances to the French army, was a place of re- 
pose for some individuals During the suspension 
here granted to their suffermgs, they could not help 
asking each other, “ How it could possibly have hap- 
pened that at Moscow everything had been forgotten 
Why had so much useless baggage been allowed ? 
Why had so many already died of cold and hunger 
under the burden of knapsacks loaded ivith gold in- 
stead of provisions and clothmg'? and more especially, 
whether two and thirty days of rest had not been long 
enough to prepare for the, cavalry and draught horses’ 
frost-shoes, to render their march so much more secure 
and rapid 

' “ In that case, we should not have lost the very 

R 2 
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finett of otrr men at TViatnU, tt tha TVop, *t tl» 
Dnieper and indebd along the irhole of the route } 
and in shorty Katorof Wlttgenitein, andpojubljraljo 
Tchitohakof TTOuld not bare had dtne to prepare for 
Bi still more aerere az»d fatal calsndUea 
“Bnt rrby eren if l^fapoleon himaalf n^lected to 
•order such a prer^odon, why wai It not ordered by the 
chjefi of the army all of them binga pnncea, «tw 1 
manhali f Had wmter not been foreaeen in Ronia 1 
Had Napoleon, who well knew the good practical tense 
of hit toldien in thit Instance relied too moch ofVQ 
itf Had the recollection of the campaign la Poland 
during a wlnler icarcely more rigoront than that of 
oar own climate decdred and deluded him at well as 
a briUumt ton xdKiae cootiiroance dnnog the whole of 
the month of Octoberh&dasto&iahedeveD the Rntsians 
themselres f Wbat giddy thooghtloatneat most bare 
pottessed the army at well as Its chief ? On what was 
it that either of them robed f For eren If the reali 
ration of onr bopet of peace at Moscow had burst 
upon OUT transported minds, we ihoold still hare been 
onder the necessity of retonung and yet nothing woi 
prepared even for a retam in peace and amity P 
The greater number could ezpliia thit Doircnal 
Infatna^n only by a reference to their own tbonght- 
letsnett carelessnett and to the drcomttance 
that in armlet as hi despotic states it is the botineu 
of one to think for the whole that indiridotl therefore 
was respontible ; and calamity which sntborlset dit* 
trust, led erery one freely to pronoimcc him blamable 
It already be^n to be remarked respecting whit wu 
denominated so terioai a fault ao nearly ineoncetTablo 
a forgetfulness, committed by a mind of such actlrlty 
and comprehemioD, during a ttay to continued end so 
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leisurely, that it indicated not a little of that spirit of 
error wluch the poet designates as the 

“ Fatal forerunner of the fall of kings ” 

1 

Napoleon had now been five days at Smolensk. It 
was ^own that Ney had leceived orders to make his 
arrival there as late as possible, and Eugene to remain 
two days at Doukhowtehma. “ It was not, therefore, 
any necessity for waiting for the army of Italy which 
detamed him ’ To what then could this stagnation be 
imputed, when famine, disease, and winter, and three 
hostile armies were around us ? 

“ While we had plunged into the heart of this Rus- 
sian colossus, his arms had been still extended towards 
the Baltic and the Black seas Would he not exert 
these arms with all their energy at such a cnsis as the 
present, when, instead of havmg inflicted a mortal 
wound on him, we were so severely wounded ourselves 
Had not the fatal moment now arrived in which this 
colossus would grasp us in those menacing arms ? 
Was it possible to imagine that they had been bound 
or paralyzed by opposing against them Austrians in 
the south and Prussians in the north ? It was far 
more probable that the intermmgling of these dan- 
gerous allies among the French and Poles had tended 
to render the latter useless ' 

“ But, "Without investigating too remotely the 
causes for alarm, was the emperor ignorant of the 
exqmsite gratification he afforded the^Russians on oc- 
casion of his exposmg himself thiee months before to 
so severe a shock at Smolensk, instead of marching as 
he ought towards Elnia, where he would have cut off 
the enemy from his capital'^ And now when the tide 
of war had returned to those places, would the Rus- 
sians, who were so much more at hberty in their 

a 3 
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attached glory to actions and not to mmU, In the 
midet of hotmdleai dlaorder he mored onward b his 
ooane with steadmeii and self control and what It 
not a bttle honoarahle to the age, he attabed as high 
and as early dlstbctiona as any others. 

This feeble reorganlaalioo, the distribution of 
some proTulocj and the pillage of the remainder, the 
rest obtabed by the emperor and his guard, the de> 
stmcUoo of a part of hia artniery and baggage which 
at least prerented their adding to the resources of the 
enemy and the despatch of a great nomber of orders 
constitated nearly the advantages which ware de* 
rired &om this disastrous stay at Smolensk. As io 
the rMt, all the erHs which had been foreseen actually 
took place A few hundreds of men ware raHJed, hot 
thit only &r an Instant The explosion of oar mbes 
scarcely did more thim blow a few bnela from the 
walls and on the rery last day only serred to drive 
from the city those stragglers whom it had been pre- 
rioosly impossible to pot b motion. 

A number of men orercome by weakness and des 
pondence, many women, and some thousands of sick 
and wounded were abandoned. Although the news of 
rite disaster of Aogereaa naar Ebla had made it 
evident that Kutaaof now m his turn b hot pursuit, 
did not confine himself excloslrely to the high road 
and that, from Wlanna, he was marching directly by 
Elnia upon Eiasnoe and notwitbitanding It ndgbt 
bare been most clearly and dedilrely foreseen that 
our forces would hare to cot their way through those 
of the enemy yet it was not till the 14th of Novem- 
ber that the grand army or rather a body consisting 
of only thirty six thoottnd effectiTo men, began their 
departure 

The old and the young guard had at this time no 
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more tlinn nine tlioii'^antl nifiintrj niul two tliou‘:nnd 
ca^alr}', D.'iaoii'jI nnd the fir’ll corp-; h ml from eight 
to nine thou':nnd men , Ne\ nnd tlic lliird corps from 
fuc to ‘^iv thoucand , Prince Eugene nnd the army of 
ItnK, fuc thousand, Pomalowshi, eight hundred ; 
Jiinot and the Wcslphahni':, sc\cn hundred, Latoiir 
Mauhoiirg n ith the remains of the cavalrt , fifteen hun- 
dred , to Ailiich miglit he added a tliousand light 
ca^alr\,nnd fncliundrcd dismounted liorscmcn, njio 
had with some difiieults hern formed into one coi'jis. 
This nrm^ had left Moscow a liundrcd thousand 
strong, and in tw(.iit\-fi\c da\s been thus rcdiierd to 
thirtj -SIX thousand The nrtillcrv had nlrcndv lost 
three hundred nnd fift} cannon , aril jet these feehic 
remains were still hept duidcd into eight nniiics, en- 
cumbered wntli s)\tj thousand unarmed stragglers, 
and a long train of cannon and baggage 

It IS nnpossilile to say whelhci it was tins embar- 
rassment of men and carnages, or, what is more pro- 
bable, a delusnc sense of secuiilj that induced Iho 
emperor to order that the marshals should Icaic the 
place only m succession, each staj ing one full day after 
the preceding one The fact, howeier, was, that 
himself, Eugene, Daioust, and Ncy, all left the place 
in this manner, one after another Neywasnotto 
quit before the iGthor 17th He had orders to make 
Ins men saiv oli tlie trunnions of the pieces w’hich 
he left behind him and bury them, to destroy the 
ammunition, to push before him all the stragglers, and 
to blow up the towers of the city walls. 

In tlie meantime Kutusof was w aiting for us at only 
a few' leagues distance, and prepared to attack and 
overthrow our dreadfully reduced and now' discon- 
nected coipis, as they successively came up 
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Oi the l^th of Noretaber at four o clock in tlie monl 
ing» the unperial oohmm, at length quitted Smolenak 
lU march wu itill firm and decided^ hut eilent and 
lolenm as night still and gloomj u the scenes of 
nature m the midst of trhlch it ttu now urging its 
waj 

This tUenoe was interrupted only by the sounds of 
whips laahmg forward the horwst and by short and 
vehement ejaculations and cunt* when^ on reaching 
tile ravinjes which impeded their adrance men and 

horses and cannon rolled one orer another In darkness 

down their steep and icy deeliTidea. This first day 
they edTaneed fire league*. The artillery of the 
guards in accomplishing this task, occupied two-and 
twenty hours 

"niis first column, howerer arrived without any 
great loss ofmenat Korythnla, which Jonot had posted 
with his corpe of Westphalians now reduced to seven 
hundred mon. An advanced guard bad been pushed 
on to Kraenoe Some of the wounded and disbanded 
men had nearly reached Lyadl Korythuia is fire 
leagues from Smolensk Krasnoe five leagues from 
Korythnla j Liady four leagues from Krasnoe From 
Korythnla to Krasnoe, two leagues ou the right of the 
high road flovrs the Boristhenet. 

On the height of Korythuia, another road, that from 
Elnk to Krasnoe approaches the high rood. ^ 
very day Kutnsof was advancing along this Elms 
and Krasnoe roadj corerlngtho vrbole of It with ninety 
thousand men { bis march was nearly parallel wjm 
that of Kapoleoo but he passed the emperor and y 
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cross roads sent fonvard different advanced guards to 
cut off our retreat. 

Qne of the advanced guards, under the command, 
it was said, of Ostermann, made its appearance just at 
the same time as the emperor at Kor}thnin, and "nas 
repulsed 

A second posted itself at the distance of three 
leagues in advance of us, towards Mcrlmo and Nikou- 
lina, behind a ravine which lined the left side of our 
route, and there lying in amhush to fall on the flank 
of our retreat, anaited our passage Tins body was 
commanded by Milorado witch, and consisted of twenty 
thousand men 

A third at the same time reached Krasnoe, which 
It surprised dunng the night, but from whicli it w as 
dnven by Sebastiani, who had just arrived there 
And a fourth, pushed on still farther, had advanced 
between ICrasnoe and Lyadi, and carried off on the 
high road several generals and other military tvho 
were marching cither quite alone or in small 
parties 

At the same time Kutusof, with the mam body of 
his army, was marching on, and stationed himself 
behind these advanced guards, and wuthin reacli 
of all of them, glorying in the success of Ins manoeu- 
vres, which, however, his own dilatonness would have 
defeated but for the assistance of our carelessness , for 
It was, in fact, a battle of faults, in which, those on , 
our side, bemg the most serious and important, had 
very nearly led to our destruction. After makmgthese 
arrangements, the Russian general might well con- 
ceive the French army to be completely in his power, 
but m the event we were saved Kutusof was want- 
ing to himself at the very moment of action his 
energy was not equal to his wisdom, and the mfirmi- 
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£fe» of »ge mtdo him eiecot® iU, and only £n Iialf 
roetsxma, what ita experience had iHlfally con>- 
hined- 

While all thete hortlle hodlta were itathmlng them 
eelrea about him, Napoleon conthmed tranquilly re- 
poaii^ in a wretched habitation, the only one remain- 
ing of the TiUige of Korythnia, and appeared either 
not to be aware of, or to despdie, thoae moreinentt of 
men, arm*, and hortea, by whxh he wie on all lidea 
tncTonnded at leart, ho deepatched no ordan to the 
throe corps T^ilch were atill at Smolensk, to b««tim 
tiieir departure and he waited for daylight to begin 
his march, hnnself. 

Hli column adranced without precaution it was 
preceded by a great mnltltudo of maraudoia, who were 
eagerly preanng on to roach Knsnoe, when, at the 
diitasce of about two leagaes ^tnaihat town, a file of 
Comoki stationed from the heights on oor left com- 
pletely across the high roidi« suddenly iotercepted 
then. They Instantly halted in ctmitemaiiQn. They 
had expected nothuig of the kind and they at first 
imagined that their hostile destiny had traced on the 
tnow whlehthen covered. the ground thotlong black 
and motionless line which they now saw betweeo 
thecatelrefl and Enropo as tbe fatal bamer to all their 
hopes. 

SoBio of them, ttuplfied by misery gating intently 
towards their country and porststlng mechanically 
in proceedli^ in that direction, would listen to no 
wiming and were ready to throw themseires la 
their Infatuation into tbe enemy's hands the rest 
formed themielTcs into i r regular platoons ; and both 
parties stood for a short thno hesitating and exataln- 
log each other AfswoiBcers however hastened up 
and imparted sooie portion of order to thsw disbanded 
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troopSj and seven or eight riflemen, whom they then 
launched against the enem)^ soon penetrated the ob- 
stacle which had occasioned so much alarm 

The French were smiling at the audacity of such a 
vain demonstration, when, suddenlv, the fire of a bat- 
tery burst upon them from the heights on the left Its 
halls traversed the road, and at the same moment, 
thirty squadrons of horse were seen on the same side 
threatening the Westphalian corps, which was ad- 
vancing towards the spot, but of which its chief, from 
the agitation and confusion of his mmd, neglected to 
make any disposition 

A wounded officer, however, .totally unknown to thiS 
body of Germans, and who was present by meie 
chance, with a voice expressive of high indignation, 
took upon himself the command They obeyedhim, as 
did also their chief In the urgent danger of the mo- 
ment the conventional differences of rank vanished 
The really superior man having appeared became a 
rallying point to the multitude, who quickly formed 
around him, and among whom he could perceive the 
chief himself, silent, speechless, confounded, and re- 
ceiving with docility the impulse thus given, and 
practically acknowledging the superiority which, when 
the danger was over, he contested, hut 'for the assump- 
tion of which he never sought, as too frequently hap- 
pens, to obtain revenge 

This wounded officer was Excelmans ! In this ac^^ 
tion he performed the parts of commander, officer, 
soldier, and even cannoneer, for he seized on a pece 
which had been abandoned by our troops to the enemy, 
loaded it, pointed it, 'and made it once more service- 
able against him With respect to the chief of the 
Westphalians, after this campaign, his melancholy and 
premature end led to.thd presumption, that'thc.dread- 

Von. n. s 
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fal fadgues be had tmdergone, and the conseqaences 
of the cniel ■wwiadi he had received bad brought <m 
the mortal blow 

The eoeinj ohaerrh^ thi* head of colmnn to march In 
good order did not ventare to attack It otherwite than 
trith bnBeta These were deapiaed bj and In a 
abort dme it left the enen^ behind. 'When the gre* 
nadien of the old goard came to pass acxon thla fire 
they doted aroond Napdeom like a moving- fort7e«»t 
pnmd of their anpenor privilege of prpt farting him- 
Their tmieio wai ezpreasiTeofthU lofty complacency; 
In the moft imminent orUla of the danger it played 
the air of thoae well known worde^ ‘ 0* peid cm (tre 
mifux qtf’au teaida mj/avan^r* (»* Where can one be 
happier than in the botom of Ma family T*) Sot the 
emperor wboae notice oothisg eeceped itopped it, and 
aaid, ** Rather play am talui de r^ptrv ** 

(** Let tta watch over the aafety of Aa emjire '*) 
words certainly more adapted to hb com i«oceapa 
tlon, and to the poeidon ofallaroinulhbn. 

The fire of the enemy having now become very an 
noying he commanded U to*be itc^jped thiil two boon 
aftervrardi arrived at Kratnoe. Iho mere sight of 
Sebastlsnl and the foremost g r ena diert vrho had ar 
rived before him, been tnffleJent to drive out the 
enemy a Infantry Napoleon entered the placo in 
amdety not knowing irith whom he had had to en* 
connter with a body of cavalry too weak to be a 
pTotectiem to him ont of the reach of the high road 
He left Mortier and the yonng guard half a league 
behind btm, thus stretching out his feeble hand to the 
asslstenee of bb enny from too great a dtttaace and 
determined to wait for its pmval 

The passage of his column bad not been attended 
with much bloodshed but It had bad mor* dlflScuIties 
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to contend 'Witli from the ground than from the ene- 
my , the road was hilly, and every eminence retained . 
some of their cannon, which they neglected to spike, 
and quantities of baggage, which were plundered of 
the most valuable articles and -then abandoned The 
Russians from their heights could explore the whol 
interior of the army, all its weaknesses and deformi 
ties, all, in short, which in general is with the utmost 
caution concealed 

It seemed, however, as if Miloradowitch' from' his 
elevated position had contented himself with insulting 
the passage of the emperor and the old guard, so long 
the wonder and terror of Europe - He did not venture 
to collect the fragments of it till it had actually 
vamshed from his sight then he felt his courage re- 
vive, compressed his forces, and, descending from his 
heights, valiantly threw himself ivith twenty thousand 
men across the high road By this movement, he se- 
parated from the emperor Eugene, Davoust, and Ney, 
and barred against them the road to Europe 


CHAPTER rV 

WmLE these pieparations for his arrival were going 
on, Eugene was exerting himself at Smolensk to unite 
his scattered troops He tore them away with diffi- 
culty from the pillage of the magazines, and could not 
succeed even in rallying eight thousand men before the 
15th November was far advanced He was obliged 
to promise them provisions, and direct their views to 
Lithuania to induce them to begin their route The 
prince was overtaken by night three leagues from 
Smolensk, and one half of his soldiers had already 
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qmtttd their nnks Oo the por r oir, he eontinaed hb 
route ^rith thcne iPhom the cold of the night and of 
death had not rendered lannoteahle nround their 
blnmict 

The report of cannon, which had heen heard the day 
before^ had now ceued the royal cohnnn adraaced 
with greet Ubonr and pein, adding tnanywrechi of Ita 
own to those which it fell In with Ca iti pr o gre ti ' At 
iti head, the viceroy and the chief of ha rtofF ah 
aorbed In their own melancdioly reflectiom tudered 
their horaee to proceed nnchecdtcd They gradually 
hecame detached from thetr colnron without noticing 
the aeparatlon, for the road was Interapersed with 
•tragglert and men marching each according to hli 
own pleaiora, and atoong whom aQ cndeaTonn to 
keep order had been ehandoned. 

lliey adraneed in thU way till within two leagues 
of Rriiraoe then, howerer, a ringnJar morement, 
oecnrris^ Immediately before them, commanded the 
whole of their attention. Many of the disbanded 
men jost noticed 2iad eoddenly stopped those next 
to them etUl moving forward onlted In one grtrap 
with them others who had been more In advance than 
either now fell back upon both thus the acctunula 
tkm became sudden and rapid and one dense and 
solid mail was toon formei The viceroy In extreme 
snrpriee now looked round, and discovered that he hid 
advanced a fall hoards march before hU corps and 
that he had abont him not more than fideenhandrtd 
men, consistn^ of all ranks and nstions, withont orga 
nliatkm, chiefs order oranna either mdyorsdapfed 
for battle and that he was summoned to snmndsr 
Ihli summons was answered by a general burst of 
indignation. Bat the officer who debvered It, and 
who was anaccompanled, penlstcd. ** Napoleon and 
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his guard,” he said, “wcic defeated, you arc sur- 
rounded by twenty thousand Russians , ) our safety 
depends entirely on your accepting conditions of sur- 
render ; and Miloradow itch offers you none but ho- 
nourable ones.” 

At these words, Guyon, one of tliose generals all 
of whose men Mere dead or dispersed, rushed from 
amidst the multitude, and exclaimed, ” Return in- 
stantly to the place jou came from, and tell him \\ho 
sent you, tliat if he have twenty thousand men wc liave 
eighty thousand and the Russian, in astonishment, 
withdrew. 

All tins was the w ork of little more than an instant, 
and almost immediately after, flashes of fire and whirl- 
wunds of smoke burst forth from the hill to the left of 
the road, a storm of shells and grape-shot sw ept the 
high road, and the heads of columns, in a threaten- 
ing attitude, appeared ready to charge with then 
bayonets 

The viceroy experienced a moment of hesitation. 
He was extremely reluctant to abandon this miserable 
multitude , but, at length, leaving with them the chief 
of his staff, he hastened back to Ins divisions to con- 
duct them as rapidly as possible into action, that they 
might pass through the obstacle before it became abso- 
lutely insurmountable, intending otherwise to perish 
with them m-the attempt, for, after attaining the 
honours of a crown, and the glory of so many victo- 
nes, his lofty spirit could not think of a surrender 

In the mean time, Guillemmot called together all 
the officers, who m this disorderly assemblage ivere 
interspersed among the soldiers Several generals 
and colonels, and a great number of subalterns pressed 
forward instantly from the mass, and crow'ded round 
him. They consulted for a moment together, and, 

s 8 > 
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after appointing hnn their chief Ihej dlnded all the 
men ttIjo had hhherto heen confoimdod in a itngle 
maaa farto pUtoona, thna giTmg them aome degree of 
order and effidencj- 

This organiifttion rrai effected under a icTore fire 
Sop^riOr officer! hartenod, rrhh the ntroort teal and 
eren pndef to place themselrei m the ranks as com* 
raon soldiers. Another Instance of high-spirited feel- 
fog occurred among some marmes of the guards who 
tronld admit no dUef hot one of their own officer! 
while each of the other platoons was commanded hy a 
general Till now they had no colonel hot their em 
peror and althocgh in mmnnent danger of dettmc 
tion^ they resolately snstained their priTllege which 
no peril eonld moke them forget or ahandoii> andwhlrii 
was admitted at once with rtadiness and res p ect 

The whole of these brave men heing that ammged 
continoed their march towards Kmnoe, and bad 
already passed the batteries of MUoradomteh when 
that general, precipitating bis colomns upon their 
flanks, pressed them so closely that they were com 
pelled to face about and select a position for defend 
irg themselTes. It must be related to the ereriartlog 
hoccor of these fifteen hundred French and ItaHan 
warriora, who were only in the proportion of one to 
ten against the enemy and who bad no weapons fitted 
to cope vrith them hot an undaunted cotmtenance and 
attitude and a few muskets fit for sorrice that they 
kept their enemies at a distance for more than an 
hour 

Bat the riceroy and the remains of Us dlTUioMbad 
not begun to mske their appearance Loigtr resist 
euce was become impomble. Sammonses to mirtn 
der wero nqw multiplied. DurUg the short suspense 
of hostilities which these required, a cannonading was 
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heard at a distance, "both in front and rear Thus “ the 
whole army was now attached at once, and from Smo- 
lensk to Krasnoe there was one continued battle I If 
assistance was required, therefore, none could possibly 
be expected from waitmg for it They must go and 
seek for it. But on what side'^ Towards Krasnoe it 
xvas impossible , they wei e at too great a distance 
from It Every thing rendered it probable that the 
Russians were successful there It tvould, moreover, 
upon that plan, be necessary to retreat, and the troops 
of Miloradowitcb, who were heaid calling to them 
from their ranks to lay down their arms, weie too 
near to admit of turning their backs upon them. It 
was far better, then, as their front was now in the di- 
rection of Smolensk, and as prmce Eugene was on 
that side, to unite firmly m one mass, to connect tho- 
roughly all their movements, and thus undauntedly' 
re-enter Russia, cutting their way through the body of 
Russians now before them , they might then, after 
reuniting with the viceroy, retmn and overthrow 
Miloradowitch, and at length arrive at Krasnoe " 

This proposal of their chief was received with unani- 
mous assent Immediately the column, formed m a 
compact mass, rushed agamst ten thousand muskets, 
as well as the cannon of the enemy. The Russians, 
in absolute amazement, at first opened their ranks 
and permitted this small number of warriors, nearly 
unarmed, to penetrate into the midst of them But 
when they understood what was actually their object, 
they were so struck either mth admiration or compas- 
sion, that they loudly called to our troops from both 
sides of the road which was lined by their battalions 
to stop, entreating and conjuring them for then own 
Bakes to surrender But no other reply was made to 
this appeal than by a still intiepid advance, the silence 
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of determinafaon ami the point of the btyonrt. A foil 
ditcharge ww then poured upon them xnthm pUtol 
•hot from the whole of the Roaiin line, ud one h*If 
of thii heroic column fell to the ground either killed or 
wounded* 

The reit proceeded in their coune without ft ilngle 
indlridual of them quitting the mem body and without 
ftny of the enemy daring to approach it. Very few of 
theae unfortunate men lived to ••« the return of th# 
Viceroy wto*ediviiioi«werenoiir«pproflchlng Then 
only they became duunited. They hastily threw 
themaelvea among hie feeble rmnka which opened 
adeclKmately to receive and protect them. 

For the apace of an hour they had been exposed to 
the £re of the Bnailan cannon. 'IFhiJe half of the 
ememy'a force* had purvued GolUemlnot and com 
pelled him to retrograde hCloradowitcfa at the bead o( 
tbe other half, had checked the advance of prince Eo 
gene Hit right wna aopported on a wood tbe heights 
round which Were lined with cannon hi* left touched 
upon tbe high road hot more In the rear with reserve 
and caption. Thu arrangement had dictated the one 
made by Eugene. The ro3rQl colomn as fast as It 
amred, had* deployed to the right of the rood its right 
more Inadvance than its left. Tbe prince that placed 
the high road, which was the ob]^ of contention 
obliquely between himself and the enecay Each of 
the two armies occupied It by Hs left. 

The Itujsians placed In a position thus ofTensire 
were contented with defending themselves b it. They 
attacked Eugene only with balls A cannonade began, 
most farious and deatmctlve on tbetr pnrti bat on ours 
with little effect, Eugene annoyed by their fire spee- 
dily formed his rcKiIuUon. lie called op the 14th 
French dhision ranged It on the left of the hlghwav 
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and pointed out to it the woody height on which the 
enemy was supported, and which formed his principal 
strength , that was the grand pivot, the focus of the 
action, and in order to carry every thing else it was 
necessaiy to begin with carrying that. He had little 
or no hopes of its being effected , but the attempt 
would draw the attention and forces of the enemy to 
that side, the right of the high road would then 
remain free, and he would try all in his power to avail 
himself of it 

Three hundred soldiers, formed in three bodies, 
were all who could prevail upon themselves to mount 
to this assault These devoted men resolutely ad- 
vanced against thousands of enemies occupymg a posi- 
tion peculiarly formidable. A battery of the Italian 
guard was drawn out for their protection, but at 
the first effort the Russian batteries rendered it in- 
effective, and their cavalry took immediate jnSssession 
of It 

In the mean time, the three hundred French perse- 
vered m opposition to a slaughtenng discharge of 
grape-shot, and had already reached the enemy's po- 
sition, when on a sudden two large bodies of cavalry 
issued at full speed from two sides of the wood, 
charged agamst'them with the utmost fury, and com- 
pletely overthrew and massacred them. They every 
one perished, and with them all the discipline and 
courage that had remamed in the division to -which 
they belonged. 

It was then that general Guillemmot agam appeared, 
and obtamed the protection he so much needed That 
in a situation so critical, prince Eugene, -with only four 
thousand men, dreadfully reduced by weakness, should 
not have given way to despondence, but have still pre- 
sented to the enemy a lofty and audacious bearing, was 
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|aft viitt from nch a cojnmandsr pre ■KnnTtI Iitve 
folly expected tot that the eight of our dliuter and 
the catond udoor of luccett thoold not hare tthnn. 
lated the Raaslaua to more Importa nt dedilre ef 
forti in abort, that they ahould have entered the 
night to terminate the battle, thia certainly we cannot 
but conaider eren zxtw oa a matter of profound aato* 
nlahment Victory waa to utterly new to them that, in 
thia instance although they ahMhitely held it in their 
own handa, they knew not how to aniil thomselres of 
the opportunity they poetponed the completion of h 
to the foUowlz^ day 

But the rlceroy percerred that the greater part of 
the Rnaaltna attracted by lua demonatrationa had 
been drawn to the left of ^e road and he waited UU 
night, the natural ally of the weaker party ahoold 
hare loipended all their morementa, Tien Iraring 
£rea behind him on that side in order to decelre the 
enemy he withdrew and, pjnceedjng enlirel/amua 
the ^da tamed and paased in ailpnce the left of the 
position of MUoradowitch, while that general too con 
£dent of hla auccesa, waa not improbably dreaming of 
recemi^ on the foUawlng tho aword of the ton of 
Napoleon. 

In the Tmdat of thia hacardoua march there waa one 
moment of dreadfol criali. At the Instant when theie 
brave men, the gallant sumrors of ao many battles 
were stalking with soft footsteps and checked respliu 
tlon along the line oftheRuasian army when their 
absolute fate was rnapended on a look or an exelama 
turn of alarm, the moon ona sudden burst from behind 
athickclood and abone out id all her lustre as If with 
a tJcw to disclose tbelrjnoTemenls A Russian mice 
at the same moment ordered them to ha]t,and demanded 
who they were ? They thought that all was orer with 
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them , but KUsby, a Pole, went up to tlie Russian, 
and, addressing him in his own language inth peifect 
self-command, said in a low voice, “ Hist, fool ' do 
you not see that we belong to the corps of Owarof, 
and that we are going upon a secret expedition?” 
Tlie Ru‘:sian was accordingly deceived and silenced. 
But parties of Cossacks v ere every moment adi anc- 
ing upon the flanks of the column, as if with a new to 
reconnoitre i^; They then returned full speed to their 
mam body Frequently their squadrons approached 
apparently with the new of charging , but they always 
stopped short of that, whether from any uncertainty 
respecting the object before them, for our tioops did 
all they were able to deceive them, or from prudence, 
for the column frequently halted, and presented to 
them a firm and determined front 
At length, after a march of two hours’ duration, and 
of the most cruel anxiety, our troops rejoined the high 
road , and the nceroy was already at Krasnoej^’tShen, 
on the 17th of November, Miloradowitch, descending 
from his heights to seize his expected prey, found no- 
thmg on the field of battle but stragglers, whom no 
inducement could prevail upon the night before to quit 
their fires 


CHAPTER V 

The emperor, on his part, had been expecting the 
viceroy the whole of the preceding day The sound 
of his engagement had annoyed and irritated him A 
retrograde effort to reach him had been made an vain, 
and, night coming on without the prince’s arrival, 
had mcreased the solicitude of his ad,^ptive father. 
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^ Eag^ei tod tHo army of It&ly and the long daj of 
expectation every moment diiappointed tmitallorer 
vrhh them at last I One ucly hope remained mth 
Napoleon j whldi traa that the viceroy driven bade 
upon Smolenglt, might diere have join^ Davonxt and 
Ney and that on the m ur n nv , the three togethtr 
would make a decisive and aucceuful efforL 

In the amdety which hameed him he called to* 
gether those of his manhals who remained with hnw- 
These wereBerthler Betaierei,MortieTandLefebTre 
they were safe they had aaimotmied the grand di£ 
ctdty { lithuania was open to them, and they had only 
to continue their retreat but would they deaert their 
companions who were atiU in the midst of the Russian 
army! unquestionably not and they dedded on again 
entering Rossia, to ei^cate them from it, or to perish 
there with them 

This retolndan haring been formed, Napoleon 
eooUi^Fjtrepared the arm^ementa necessary for its 
execution. The great and important morements car* 
ried on around him never for a mooent shook his 
determination. He knew that Rntnsof was hastening 
forward to torround him and take him prisoner in 
Erasnoe And on the precedlug night, that between 
the 16th and 17th be been apprixed that Ojarow 
slo, with an advanced guard of RoisUn infantry, had 
already got before hnn, and was stationed in a vQlsge 
in the rear of his lefh 

Misfortunes nUherirritatiog than depressing hlm,h« 
had called for Rapp and told him, “ That It was abeo- 
lately necessary for him to deport Instantly and has 
ten ^roi^i fie (farknes# to attack thdi InSantry with 
thobayocet that this was the first time they bid dl** 
^ayed such audacity and that ho was detcnolned to 
make thra so completely to repent of It, that they 
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should never come so near Ins head-quarters again ” 
Then, immediately calling back his aide-de-camp, 
“ But no 1” he resumed, “ let Roguet and his division 
go alone’ Do you stay here I would not have you 
killed here , I shall want you at Dantzic ” 

Rapp, when carrjnng this order to Roguet, could 
not sufficiently express his astonishment that Ins chief, 
surrounded as he was by eighty thousand enemies 
whom he was going to attack on the morrow with nine 
thousand men, should feel such perfect confidence in his 
safety as to concern himself about wliat he should 
have to do at Dantzic, a city from which lie was sepa- 
lated by the seventy of vanter, two hostile armies, 
famme, and a distance of a hundred and eighty 
leagues ’ 

The night-attack at Chirkowa and Mabewo was 
successful Roguet formed his judgment of the posi- 
tion of the enemy from the direction of their fires ; 
they occupied two villages united by a plateau which 
was defended by a lavine He disposed his troops in 
three columns of attack those of the right and left 
were to approach without any noise and as near to the 
enemy as possible , then, at the signal for charge, 
which he would himself give from the centre, they 
were to precipitate themselves upon the Russians with- 
out &mg, and to rely solely on the bayonet 

The two wings of the yourig guard immediately be- 
gan the action. While the Russians, taken completely 
by surpnse, and not knowing in what point they 
were called upon to defend themselves, were moving 
in hesitation between their right and left, Roguet 
with hiB column made a furious onset on their centre, 
and penetrated into the midst of their camp, which 
he entered with his troops at the same time as the 
enemy The Russians in their state of dreadful dis- 
VoL. n T 
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penxon tod diiorder htd btrtlj time to tiroir the 
part of their ^remt tod tTmll trmi Into t 
tieighhooring lake, tod to *et fire to the camp, the 
flam et of which utstead of being aerricetble to 
them, only lighted the way to their deetmetlon. 

This encormtar itoiped Ibr tw enty fioor boon the 
ZDOTeuient of thw Rottlaii army aQoired the en 
peror to remain at Krasnoo and prince Engcne to rejoin 
him there on the ennilng nlghL Napoleon reeeired 
the prince with the mott llrely joy j bot toon after- 
wards fell eren into itQl greater acaie^ than be had 
experienced before aboot the fate of Ney and Da 
Tooit. 

Arocmd na the c amp of the Batalins presented a 
apectacle like those at Wlnkowo, Malo-IarocIaTets, 
and Wlatma. Srery erenlng in front of the gtsenl a 
tent the relics of Hoacorite aalnta were exhibited by 
the light of a rut nnmber of tapen to the adoratloa 
of the aoldiera. While, in conlbr^ty to their coitoans 
eadi indhridoal testified hia derotion by cocntleu 
aigns of the crota and genofieriona, their priesta 
were employed In them by exhortatlona 

which to cirillxed nadons nrast ajpear ridlcolona and 
barbarooa 

r^otwiths tan ding howerer the powerfal iofioecce 
of these meant, the east munbera of the Kaolaas and 
oar great weakness, while Eogena was onfortamtely 
engaged with hllloradowitdi Kntoaof who was only 
two lefigoea distant from the acena had remained fan- 
moretble. Dormg the a aee eedlng n%ht Bedagtes, 
wbote ardoor was kindled by the seal of WlUofl* in 
Tain endeairnired toeidteany b the aged nnsslan. 
Conrertii^ the defects of hit too adeaneed age bU 
slowness andhlaatngaUrci r en na pectkm intoTirtofs 
he denominated them wisdom, httmsnlty at>dprtalene*| 
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ap^)teaTmg determined to end as he had begun For, 
if vre may compare small objects with great, Ins fame 
arose from a source totally opposite to that of Napo- 
leon' , fortune having created the one, but the other 
having created his fortune 

He boasted, “ that he advanced only by short 
marches , that eveiy three days he allowed his men 
time to rest he should feel himself disgraced, and 
would halt immediately were they to be in want of 
bread and water for a single moment ” Then, in a 
tone of great self-complacency, lie observed, “ that 
since leaving Wiazma he had escorted the French 
army as his prisoners, chastising them whenever they 
had attempted to halt or quit the high road , that it 
Was of no use to commit himself in action with those 
who were already his captives. That the Cossacks, 
an advanced gpiard, and an army of artillery, were 
quite sufficient to complete their husmess, and oblige 
them to pass successively under the yoke That, in 
pursuing this object, Napoleon was of wonderful as- 
sistance to him Why should any man purchase of 
fortune what she so liberally bestowed upon him ? 
The close of Napoleon’s career was clearly and irre- 
vocably fixed That meteor would he extmguished in 
the marshes of the Berezina There Would the great 
Colossus he broken, in the presence of Wittgenstein, 
Tchitchakof and himself, m the midst of all the armies 
of Russia He should himself have 'delivered him over 
to them, enfeebled, disarmed and dying. This would 
be for him glory enough ” 

To this discourse, the English officer, only rendered 
more' urgent and eager by it,' replied merely by en- 
tf eating the field-marshal “to leaVe his head-quarters 
fdr a moment, and advance to the neighbouring 
heights there he would perceiye that Napoleon’s last 

T 2 
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hour TTEa come WouW lie nffer ^Ttn to pa® tie 
frontier of Old Rn0l& f Would he permit tint greet 
rlctfan z>oTr to efcepe, Triom f ne §o jottly cltlmed u e 
ttcrifice T He had 011I7 to itrlke the blow he had 
merely to gK-e the order e tingle charge wooM be 
fufflclent and two honm woold change the face of 
Europe I 

Then kindling In EormatHm in proportion to the in* 
difference with which Elntiitof heard bun WUaonheld 
oirt to him, for the third the terrors of onirenEl 
indignation. Eren the Cotaadti of hU own army 
at the light of that lagging motilated, dying column, 
that eactping from hit grasp, ramarked that It was a 
shame to let sttch skeletons come out of their tomb 
Bnt Kutneof whose ardour and energy had been 
abated end nearly destroyed by the ificsnible disease 
of old age, become only imtated by the efforts that 
made to stir him to action and by some short and 
riolent reply closed the Ups of the indignant EngUah 
man. 

It is asserted that the report of a spy had repre* 
seated Krasnoe as Elied with an enormons mass of the 
imperial guard and that the old marshal was reloc* 
tant to eiuianger bis repotatioD by coming into contict 
with them. Bnt the riew of oar distress emboldened 
Benlcgsen and the staff major prcraUed npon Slro- 
goDof Gallitxen, and Mfloradcrwitch and more than 
fifty tbooiand BnisUiis, wlUi a hnodred pieces of can- 
non, to Tcntnre notwithstanding Kutmofs opposition, 
to attack fourteen thousand French and ItaHsnsi de 
tdlltated famished and half frozen. 

Ntpdeon was folly appmed of the Imminence of 
his danger He had It in his power to withdraw from 
it. I>ayHght had not yet anired He might, If be 
jndged U wise to do so, aroid this bloody conflict and 
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rapidly move forward, wath Eugene and his g^ard, to 
Orcha and Bonzof. There he would immediately rally 
around him the thirty thousand French troops vrlnch 
W'ere with Victor and Oudinot, those with Dombrow- 
sti, ivitli Begnier, wuth 'Schwartzetiborg, and at all 
his depdts, and would, in the follomng year, be again 
able to show an army truly formidable 

On the lYth, before day, he despatched his orders’, 
aTmed himself, went out on foot, and, at the head of 
his old guard, put it m motion. But it was not to- 
wards Poland, his ally, that he directed its march, nor 
towards his beloved France, where ho might once 
more find himself the head of a rising dynasty, and tlie 
emperor of the west Grasping his sword, he ex- 
claimed, “ I have acted the empeior long enough , it 
IS time for me tO act the generah’' He was, in fact, 
marchmg back to oppose a host of eighty thousand 
enemies, through whom he intended to cut his way, 
thus drawing the whole of their efforts upon himself 
in order to divert them from Davoust and Ney, and 
rescue them from that fatal region where they were 
now enclosed, and from which nothing but this inter- 
ference'seemed capable of extricating them. 

The day then broke, displaying on one side the 
Russiah battahohs and batteries, which in front, On 
the right, and in the rear, hned the horizon j' and on 
the other, Napoleon with his six thousand' guards, 
advancing ^vlth a firm step, and procfeedmg to station 
himself within that formidable circle At the same' 
time, Mortier, a few paces in advance of the emperor, 
developed m front" of the whole /Russian army the 
five thousand men whom he had still remaming With' 
Hun 

Their object w^s to' defend the nght flank' of the 
high roadirom Krasnoe as far as the great ravine in 

T S 
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the direction of Stachowa. A battalion of diaaMnn 
of the old guard arrai^ed In a equare like a fort 
before the high road^ eerved ai a lup por t to the left 
of our young ioldier*. On their right, on the enotry 
plama exurounding Kncnoe, the renalnlng caraby of 
the guard a fe^r canaon, and the four hundred hone 
of liatonr-Madbourg (for iiDce learing Bmolenik 
the cold had deetroyedordieperBedfiro hundred,) irero 
Bubidtuted for tboae baHaliona battenee In 
-ffhlch the French army wai now to dreadfoUy ded* 
dent 

The artillery of the duke of Treriao wat reinforced 
by a battery commanded by Dnsoat one of those few 
tupenor men who are endowed with all the vigour and 
power of rlrtoe who conceive the whole bniineaJ of 
human life to be comprised b the performance ofdoty 
and who are capable of makbg the noblest aacri£cn 
with perfect simpUchy aa well u lineerlty 

Claparede remained In Kraanoe, and was protecting 
[ with the few eoldier* under him in that place the 
wounded, the baggage and the retreat Prince 
Fogene continued to retreat towarda I^yidU HU 
engagement on the day before and bin night march 
had nearly demolished hla corps his diritlonj ftlU 
retained somethii^ of order and cotopactness; but. 
Instead of being in a capacity for fighting could 
vcorcely do more than drag themselves akrng and die 

In the mean time Roguet had been recalled from 
Maliewo to the field of battle The enemy was push 
log some columns through that village and extending 
himself more and more beyond our right with a view 
to rurrouDd os. The battle then began 1 Dot what a 
battle? The empsror had here DO opportunity of exhi 
biting those sudden Uluininatlons, thc«e prompt Impi 
ratloaif that lightning of thought and energy any of 
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those rapid, momentous, and decisive manoeuvres, the 
daring of whicli precludes the slightest expectation of 
them, ivliich, as it were, take fortune hy storm, 
VTest the victory by violence, and by which he had so 
often astonished, appalled, and o\ erwhelmed his ene- 
mies ! All their movements were free and unconfined, 
all ours were fettered , and the genius of attack was 
now reduced to defence 

But here, also, was furnished a 'decisive proof that 
renown is by no means a worthless shadow but a real 
and effective power, and doubly powerful by the 
inflexible firmness and fearless confidence -with which 
she inspires her favourites, and the timid precautions 
which she suggests to those who dare to attack her 
The Russians had nothing to do but to march forward 
in advance, vuthout in the slightest degree manoeu- 
vring, and even without firing their mass would 
have been sufficient Napoleon and his feeble force 
must have been inevitably crushed by that alone But 
they did not venture to come m contact vuth him 
The very sight of the conqueror of Egypt and of 
Europe struck them with awe and terroi The pyra- 
mids, Marengo, Austerbtz, Friedland, an army of 
victories, seemed to rise up for his defence and 
assistance, and mterpose, as with some overpowering 
spell, between him and this immense body of Russians 
It was scarcely possible not to believe that, in the eyes 
of a people so sri:)»ected and so superstitious, his extra- 
ordinary renown excited an apprehension of something 
supernatural , that they conceived it almost beyond 
their reach and annoyance, and thought they ought to 
attack It and could have any effect upon it only at a 
secure distance , in short, that agamst the old guard, 
that living fortress, that column of granite as its chief 
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tremelj hiJ*»*ed bj Iti fire, attempted to iDeiire it. 
Onaregimtnt'wbicii he praied ftrnrerd agwm«t the 
BoiilAn battery vmi repolied A ttcoDd (the lit 
voiiigem) daah^ uto the Tery midft of the Haralans 
two charges of caTsIiy were nnsble to throw it Into 
disorder and it was stiU pressing {brward ehnost 
tom to pieces as it was by grepe-ahot, when a third 
charge comjdeted its destmciioo. Rognet could tare 
only fifty soldiers and eleren officers 

This general had lost half of Mi troops It was 
two o clock azrd yet he was still astordahlng the 
Rnssians by the fim and fearless aspect which he 
esdilbited when, at last, derirnag confidence from the 
departnre of the emperor the enen^ pr esse d hfa with 
ntoh doaenest that the yoong guard were almost com* 
^S^£$d into one poirerlea tnasa, tad ha a abort thae 
conld neither keep their ground nor retreat. 

Forttmately a few platoons whom Drroost had ral- 
lied axtd the appearance of another party of hli itrtg 
glers, caBed off the attention of the Roisisni. Mortfer 
aralled himself of it He ordered the three thousand 
men whom hehad stBI left to retreat at the osnal march 
^ step, in front of their fil^ thousand enemies. Do 
you hear soldi-rs " said general Laborde the mar-- 
shal orders the ordinary timet the ordinary time sol 
diersP* And that hrare but unfortonale body of men 
car r yt rr g off with them *am« of their ironaded, and 
under a dreadfd fire of balls and grspe-sbot, morcd 
slowly off orer tbe field of carnage u codly as If 
they had been merely mnncenTring on parade 
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When Mortier had interposed Krasnoe between himself 
and Bemngsen he was safe. The enemy could do no 
injury between that place and Lyadi but by the fire of 
his batteries which Imed the left of the high road , 
and Colbert and Latour-Maubourg kept these in check 
upon their heights. A shell entered the body of a 
horse and burst there, blowing tlie horse to pieces 
without hurtmg the rider, who fell upon his feet to 
the ground and proceeded on. 

In the mean time the emperor had halted at Lyadi, 
four leagues from the field of battle. 'When night 
came on he was apprized that Mortier ivliom he thought 
to be behmd bun had got before hirm He became 
considerably dejected and distressed , and sent for the 
marshal, and with evident emotion said to him, “ that 
he had beyond a doubt fought gloriously, and suffered 
much , but why had he placed his emperor between ' 
himself and the enemy ? Why had he thus exposed 
him to be made a prisoner ?” 

The marshal, however, had passed Napoleon with- 
out knowing it. He explained the circumstances of 
the case ; he said, “ that he had at first left Davoust 
in Krasnoe endeavouring agam to rally his troops , 
and that he had hitaself halted not far from that 
place, but that the first corps, being driven back upon 
his, compelled him to retrograde and he observed 
that Kutusof was, in fact, very languidly following up 
his success, and seemed to have presented himself on 
our flank with his whole army for no other purpose 
than that of enjoying our misery and gathermg up our 
remains." 
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On the following di^ the mtrdi wms continoed with 
heanUtionu The unp^tient strtgglen went before 
they tU pttied N«pol«m, they beheU him on foot, with 
hli baton in hi» hand, proceaUug with difficulty ond 
reluctance and haltmg erery quarter of an hour as If 
he coold scarcely tear hiinaelf away from old Ruiila, 
the frontieT of which he had just puiied (at Lyad!) 
and in which he had left his unfortanate companioo in 
arms. 

In the ereniug they readied Dombixnrna, a town 
built of wood, and, Lyadi, having inhahitants In 
it an extraordinary s%ht for an army which for three 
euccetsire months had beheld nothing bat rains« At 
last they had got beyond the confines of old Russia, 
beyozid those deserts of anew and uhes and had 
entered os a country inhafafted, fhesdiy, and with the 
language of which they were acquamti^ I About the 
atme time the rigour of the cold wu modi xoldgated 
a thaw commenced, and they received some dlstrlbo* 
rioTtt of proririctns 

Thus the winter, the enezoy the solitade of the 
desert, and, with respec t to some of them, bivouacs 
and tsTnlne, had all ceased at once But it was then 
too late The emperor saw that his army was de« 
ftroyed. The name of N«y proceeded er ei y moment 
from his bps with ejaculations of deep agitation On 
that night in particular he was beard ItmentiDg with 
bitter s^bf and exclaiming ** that the soffierlngi of 
his poor soldiers would breah bis heart and yet that 
it was out of his power to assist them vlthoot fixing 
nfanself in one particular place but where could inch 
a statlou be found where eoald he fix, without mill 
tsry stores, pTovisioos or cannon t lie was iwt yet 
s t rong enough to itopu He must therefore reaefi 
Minsk as soon as possible lie had scarcely finlibed 
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these observations when a Polish ofBcer arrived in 
great haste with the intelligence that Minsh itself, his 
magasdne, his asylum, his solitar)’’ hope,liad just fallen 
into the power of the Russians ’ Tchitchakof had en- 
tered It on the 17th Napoleon was at first speechless, 
as if he had received a mortal hlow , Uien, rousing him- 
self in proportion to the imminence of his danger, he 
coolly remarked, “ Well ’ we have nothing -to do now 
hut to make our way by the bayonet ” 

Put in order to come in contact iMth this new 
enemy, who had escaped Schwartzenberg, or whom 
Schwartzenberg might perhaps have inllingly sufiFered 
to pass unmolested (for the particular circumstances 
were not known), and to avoid Kutusof and Wittgen- 
stein, it was necessary to cross the Berezma at 
Borizof Napoleon, therefore, immediately (on the 
19th of November, from Dombrowna) sent orders to 
Dombrowski to thmk no longer of fighting with 
•Hoertel, biit to make himself master of that passage 
without a moment’s loss. He wrote to the duke of 
Reggio to march rapidly on towards the same point, 
and to hasten to regain possession of Minsk , the duke 
ofBelluno was to cover his march After giving these 
orders hi^ agitation ceased, and his mmd, fatigued 
by a senes of suffering, gave way to dejection 

The day was -still far from making its appearance 
when a singular noise roused him from his slumber 
Some state, that at first a few discharges of fire-arms 
were heard, but that these had been fired off by our 
own troops merely to induce those who were comforta- 
bly sheltered within houses to gnit their situations -that 
they might succeed to them , others assert, that con- 
formably to an irregulanty too frequent at our bivouacs, 
■at which our soldiers called out loudly to one another 
thy their names, the name-of Hausanne, a grenadier, 
Von II n 
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htriog Kiddenlf boen called otrt akwd in tie rilence of 

the night, ItwM ccRxfctmdedwith tbeay 

(“ to ftmu"), cmoTmcii^ a inrpriie of the enemy 

Btrt wheterer might he the real catiae they all *iw 
or thought they aaw the Couacla, ind Napoleon heard 
ereryiThere arouzid him the ttJtwdt of mr and alarm. 
"Without, however being at all agitated himaelf he 
iiid to Happ, ' Go and aee what it u no doubt the 
rascally Cociaclca wanted to break in upon us dunng 
our sleep. Bat In a abort time the noise Increased 
to an huTTwmse txanuh of men rumdog variooa ways to 
fight or to Sy and who, meeting ejuh other in the 
darki mistook one another for enemies. 

Napoleon for an Instant imagined the attack ae> 
rioaa. A deep although narrow stream fiowed through 
the town, and he ask^ if the artUlery which he now 
had remaining had been placed behind it on being 
answered that that preeantlon had been neglected he 
hastened to the hndgei tod bad the f nnon immedi- 
ately conveyed beyond that defile. 

He then retoroed to bii old guard, halting in front 
of each battalloiL Greoadlert ** said he ' we are 
retiring withoutbavlng been contineredbythe enemy 
let ns not be coTM|aered by ourselves I I<et ns famish 
an example to the whole army Some among you have 
already abandoned their eagles, and even their sncss. 

I shall not hare recourse to military law to put an end 
to theie irregularities but merely to yourselves 1 1 
rely upon you to execute justice ttpno each other I 
confide your dIsapline to the keeping of your honour 

He ordered the rest of the troops to bo addreiwd 
in a similar strain. These few wmds were aufflcimt 
for the veteran grenadiers, who probably did oot 
require even them. The others beard them with ae 
clamations of apprtrral but wltbln an boor afterward*. 
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as soon as the marching began, they were forgotten. 
With respect to his rear-guard, imputing principally 
to them so false and groundless an alarm, he sent 
Dayoust a message expressive of his displeasure. 

At Orcha were found stores of provisions in great 
abundance, a bndge equipment, and sixt}' vessels fit- 
ted for service, all of which were burnt , and thirty- 
six pieces of horse -artillery, which were distributed 
between Davoust, Eugene and Maubourg 

At this place we again saw (the first time on our 
retreat) ofiicers and gendarmes who were expressly 
charged to arrest the numeious stragglers, and oblige 
them to rejoin their respective standards, and who 
were here stationed on the two bridges over the Dnie- 
per But those eagles which foimerly promised every 
thing glorious and beneficial were now avoided as birds 
only of evil omen 

Disorder had by this time attained no inconsider- 
able degree of organization , and some were found 
who were remarkably clever at it When immense 
numbers were crowded together, these unprmcipled 
wretches would shout aloud, “ The Cossacks are com- 
ing their object was to quicken the march of those 
who preceded them, and increase the disorder and 
tumult, of which they availed themselves to carry off 
the provisions and cloaks of those who were not par- 
ticularly on their guard 

" The gendarmes, on seeing this army now for the 
first time since its overwhelmmg disaster, amazed at 
the sight of so much miseiy, terrified by such dreadful 
confusion, were daunted from performmg their duty. 
The multitude tumultuously penetrated to the bank of 
the nver belonging to the alhes, and the place would 
have been given up to pillage but for the interposition 

V2 
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hivii]g vttddenlj' been called ont ak>nd in the tilenco of 
the night, h WBJ copfomided with the ay avxarma^ 
(“ to amtt”), a PTWTinoing a ■nrpnie of the totsnj 
Bat whaterer might be the caoje, they all »aw 
or thonght they f aw the Cosaacks, and NapiJeon heard 
ererywherc aroond him the aonnda of war and alann. 
■\7ithoat, ho w e v er being at all agitated himaelf he 
aaid to Haf^ “ Go and aee what it la no doubt the 
raacally Comcki wanted to break in apon na daring 
oar aleep. Bat in a abort time the noise increased 
to an immense tomolt of men n n lll ^ ng varioaa ways to 
£ght or to dy and who meeting each other In the 
dark mistook one another for enemies. 

Napoleon for an instant imagined the attack ae 
rfons, A deep althoagh rmjTOW stream flowed through 
the town, and he uked If the orininy which be now 
had noalning had been placed behind it cm being 
answered that that precaotion bad been neglected he 
hastened to the bridge, and bad the cannon bnmedi* 
ately co u rey e d beyond that defile. 

He then retomed to bis old gnard halting In front 
of each battalion. Grenadiers,” tald he we are 
retiring wilboat haring been coD<incTed by the enemy 
let os not be conqaered by oarselrea I I<et os famish 
an example to the s^ole army Some among yon hare 
already abandoned their eagles and even tbeir arms. 
I ihsll not hire recoorse to military law to pot an end 
to these irregulsritief bat merely to yoorselrei 1 I 
rely opon yon to execate jostlca opon each other I 
confide yoordbdpline to the keeping of yonrbocoar 
lie ordered the rest of the troops to bo addressed 
in a slmlUr strain Tbcae few words were snffident 
for the veteran grenadiers who probably did not 
reqalre even them. The others beard them with ac 
clamaUoni of approval bat within an hoar afterwards 
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as soon ns the marching began, thej were forgotten. 
With respect to his rcar-gunrd, imputing principally 
to them so fnlsc mid groundless nn nlnnn, he sent 
Davoust n message expressive of his displeasure. 

At Orchn ere found stores ofproMsions in great 
abundance, a budge equipment, and sixty vessels fit- 
ted for service, all of whicli A\orc burnt, and thirt>- 
sis pieces of horse-artillery, which Averc distributed 
between Davoust, Eugene and Maubourg. 

At this place we again saw (the first time on our 
retreat) ofheers and gendarmes who were expressly 
charged to arrest the numerous stragglers, and oblige 
them to rejoin their rcspecti\c standards, and who 
were here stationed on the two bridges over the Dnie- 
per But those eagles which formerly promised e\ cry 
thing glonous and benedcial were now avoided as birds 
only of evil omen 

Disorder had by this time attained no inconsider- 
able degree of organization , and some were found 
who were remarkably clever at it. When immense 
numbers were crow'ded together, these unprincipled 
w’retches would shout aloud, “ The Cossacks are com- 
mg their object was to quicken the march of those 
who preceded them, and increase the disorder and 
tupault, of which they availed themselves to carry off 
the provisions and cloaks of those who w ere not par- 
ticularly on their guard 

The gendarmes, on seeing this army now for the 
first time since its overwhelming disaster, amazed at 
the sight of so much miseiy, terrified by such dreadful 
confusion, were daunted from performing their duty. 
The multitude tumultuously penetrated to the bank of 
the river belonging to the alhes, and the place would 
have been given up to pillage but for the interposition 

V 2 
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of tlie guard and a few handled men atUl remaining 
to prince Eogene. 

Is apoleon entered Orrimwith aa tboaaand men^ the 
remains of thlrt^^fire thooaaDd Eugene with elghteeii 
Aondred meOf the remains of fbrtj two thousand 
Barcnut with firar thoasaxkd, the remains of sizty-oix 
thoToandl 

The marshal had himself lost ererj thing he waa 
without linen and emaciated by famine. He 
eagerly laid hold of a loaf which one of his comrades 
in arms offered him, and deroured It with roracity 
He was alto presented with a handkerchief to wipe hia 
face which was cov er ed over with rime. He said 

that none but men of steel could go through such 
trials as these that it was physically impossible for 
any others to resist them that human strength had 
its Ihnltt and that those Ihnita bad In thb instance 
been far exc ee ded.** 

He had been the first to support the retreat, u far 
as 'Wlazma. He was still obterred, agreeably to hb 
habitual practice to halt at all the deSea, and remain 
there the lost of hb corps, sending off every indhridoal 
to hb station and most assiduously exerting himself 
to check disorder Ue urged hb soldiers to insult and 
deprive of their plunder auch of their comrades as 
threw asray their arms which was the only method of 
retaining the one party and ponlshing the other 
Some however have censored him for carrying fab 
methodical and strict disposition too far In ciiimra- 
stances of such general and Irrctrierable confusion. 

The emperor tried in valo to check the dlscoa 
ragement, smd irregtlarilies ot the so\ditTa. When 
alooe he was heard to lament the priratktni and 
Bufferiogs of hb troops { but io pblio he chose to 
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nppoar inflexible on llic point of di'^ciplinc. lie tlicrc- 
forc ordered it to bo procltiimcd, “ that nil ’Should 
return to their stations ; and that if they did not, ho 
would deprive the chiefs of thou rank and the pri- 
vates of life ” 

Tliis menace had no effect, either good or ill, on 
men who had become insensible or desperate, men 
who were flying not from danger but from suffering, 
and who dreaded less the death with which they were 
threatened than the life which they were offered. 

But the firmness of Napoleon appeared to increase 
with his danger. In his estimation, and in the mids^ 
even of the waldcst desert of swamp or ice, this hand- 
ful of men was ahvajs the grand army, and himself 
the conqueror of Europe Nor was there any rashness 
or blind infatuation mixed up with this firmness, ns w ns 
erident from bis burning in this very town and with 
his own hands all those of his effects which might 
serve as trophies if he should fall into the enemy’s 
hands. 

Here, unfortunately, were destroyed all the papers 
w’hieh lie had carefully collected for writing tlie his- 
tory of his life for such was his design when he 
departed from France to carr)'^ on this fatal war lie 
had then resolved to halt in an attitude of menace on 
the Duna, and Borysthenes, which he now revisited in 
flight and unarmed. Then the ennm attending a seclu- 
sion for SIX months on the banks of these nvers, W’here 
he must have been detained for that period by the 
winter, appeared to him the most formidable enemy he 
had to contend with , and, in order effectually to sub- 
due It, this second Ctesar meant to have dictated his 
Commentaries. 
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CHAPTER VIL 

Etx&t tbhig boKorer hiJ fioc« cli«nged tvoannier 
were blocldng op his retreat. The qaesiloo wu 
throtigh which of them he thooM attempt to cat hu 
waj and at the lithoanlan forests Into which he was 
abont to plange were rmkzMwn to hhs be called to* 
gether those of his officers, who had been obliged to 
pass throngh them (n order to join him. 

The em p e r o r began bjr observ in g " That a long 
teriea ofraccets freqaettlj prepared the wayfbrgrtat 
rererses bat that the present was do time for recti* 
mination. lie then spoke of the capture of Idlnsk 
and, admitting the ahlUtf of Katasofs peraerering 
tnanoearrei on hts light flank declared, ** that he had 
determined to abandon his line of operetioo npon 
Bilaikfto job the dnkes of Belluno and Reggiot to cittVe 
a direct posh i^ainst 'Wittgenstein, and regain IVllna 
by tomlng the Berezina at Its soarres." 

Jominl opposed thb project. This Swiss genersl 
objected the position of Wittgenstein b long deEles. 
His reststSDce in them might be either obstinate or 
langnld bat wonld be long enoogh to effect oar 
destmctlon. He added that at this season of the year 
and when the troops were in sneh a state of disorder a 
change of roote wtxild be the otter rob of the army 
that it wonld lose Itself b cross roads, amidst barren 
and boggy ibrests he maintained, that on the high 
rood alone any degree of oolty or compactness conld 
possibly be preserred. Borizof sntb Its bridge orer 
the Dererina, was still open and they had only to 
reach that place 

He then stated that he wos acqoabted srith a road 
which to the right of thst town, was raised on wooden 
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Lridgcs, over pomo Litlnmninn marslics THim, he 
asserted, ^\ns tlie onlj road that could conduct to 
Wilnn, hj’ Zembm and Molodctchno, IcnMiig on tlic 
IcftMinsh, and its road ^^hlch was one daj's march 
longer, and the flfl^ broken bridges which rendered it 
impracticable, and also Tchitchahof, who was in 
actual po'j^cssion of it They would thus pass be- 
tween both armies, and at the same time a^Old them 
both. 

Tlic emperor hesitated , but as it was repugnant to 
his pndc to avoid a battle, and he was desirous of 
quitting Russia with the eclat of a \nctor)', he sent 
for the ingenious general Doddc As soon as he saw 
him approaching, he called out to him, “ that the ques- 
tion w as, whether to betake themseh es to Aight by w ay 
of Zerabin, or go and conquer Wittgenstein at Smo- 
lianv and knowing that Doddc had just arnved 
from that position, ho inquired, whether it was assail- 
able’ 

Dodde repbed, “ that Wittgenstein was in posses- 
sion of a height there w’hich commanded the whole of 
the surrounding swampy country, that, m order to 
advance up to his Russian camp, it would be neces- 
sary to take a circuit w ithin both his observation and 
his reach, following the various windings of the road , 
that thus our column of attack would expose first 
their left flank and then their right to his raking fire , 
that the position, therefore, ivas in front unassailable, 
and that, in order to turn it, it would be requisite to 
retrograde towards Witepsk, and take too long a 
circuit. 

Napoleon, then, baffled in this last hope of glory, 
decided for Bonzof He ordered general Eblee to 
proceed with eight companies of sappers and pontoon- 
ers to secure his passage over the Berezina, and 



SIO BUToiT or KApouecor** 

Jomlm to accompany tlian u a gni<le Bat Iia coaid 
aot help at the tame time obserrlng * that it wu a 
crael caae to retreat thoi witboat fighting ' to carry 
thni the appearance of filghtl ^Vhy ahu! had ho 
no magazine^ zu potaf tfoppm which would permit 
him to halt and itill prove to Europe that be knew 
tmder all drcmnrtanret both how to fight and con 
quer 1” 

All hlf iUailoni were now deatroyed. At Smolenik 
which he had been the firat both to reach and qnlt he 
had rather been informed of hb dbaster than actually 
teen it At Kratnoe, where oor lofl'enngf had petted 
ail of them tmder hb own eyci the Imminent peril of 
(he drcomitancet had diverted hb attention from 
them bat at Orcha, he wat enabled at one view and 
at fall blfore to contemplate hb mUfortone. 

At ScDObstk twenty thootand effective men a 
hundred and fifty pbceaof annon the army treuQra» 
and the hope of obtamiog proviiioiu and breathing- 
time behind the OerezIoB, itill remained to him here 
he had tcarcely ten tbootand toldiert ekoott without 
elothea or thoetf and entbarrajted with numhen of 
wounded and dying only a few cannon and a plun- 
dered trcaiury 

In the courteof fire dava every evil had beeniggia 
vated deitroction and dborganUation hod made 
frightful p Togre ta . Minsk bad been taken. Beyond 
the Berrzma he mail now expect, initeod of the 
repose and abundance which had been depended upon 
only to engage In new battles with a fresh enemy 
FU^ly the defecthm of Aostrb teemed to be an- 
Dcune^ and that would probably be the algnal for 
the defection of all Europe 

Napoleon was ignorant whether even at Borirof 
he could counteract the newdanger which the faetita- 
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lions nnd vacillations of Sclmnrtrcnhcrg appeared to 
have prepared for him. It has been ‘^ecn, that a third 
Busejan army, that under Wittgcn‘;fcin, menaced on 
his right the interval by winch he 'was separated from 
that town, and that he had opposed to him the duke of 
Belluno, ordering that marshal to make amends on 
this occasion for his neglect of the opportunity offered 
him on the 1st of November, and resume the oP'en- 
sive. 

Victor had obeyed, and on the Mth, the very day 
on •which Napoleon left Smolensk, that marshal and 
the duke of Reggio had driven hack the advanced 
posts of "Wittgenstein towards Smoliany, preparing by 
tins encounter a battle 'which they were agreed to en- 
gage in. on the following da)- 

The French were thirty thousand against forty 
thousand. Here, as at Wiascma, there was a suffiaent 
number of soldiers, if there had not been too many 
chiefs. 

The marshals differed ns to the proper mode of pro- 
ceeding. Victor was desirous of manoeuvring on the 
enemy’s left-wing, of overwhelming Wittgenstein with 
the two French corps, and marching by way of 
Botscheikovvo upon Kanien, and from Kamen, by 
Fouichna, upon Beresino Oudinot in strong terms 
expressed his disapprobation of this project, observing 
that they ■would thus cut off their comraumcation wath 
the grand army which had summoned them to its 
assistance 

One of the chiefs thus desiring to manceu-vre, while 
tke other wanted to attack in front, neither plan ■was 
adopted. Oudinot -withdrew during the night to 
Czereia , and Victor, percei-ving this retreat at day- 
break, w'as under the necessity of following it. 

He did not halt till he had arrived within a day’s 
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mtrcH of Tiofaitin, oeir Seimo, wb«re ‘W'htgeruteb 
gtre lilm little tine*iio«n IrntfSt length thodalceof 
Reggio receired an order dated frcnn Domhrovna 
dirking htm upon hOnak, and Victor rras about to 
remain alone in front of the Russian genermh It was 
pocsible t>i«t the latter might then find out hu tnperi 
oHtj and the emperor at Orcha^ where he saw on 
the SOth of Norember bb rear gnard lost, hb left 
flank menaced by Kutosof, and hb foremost colnmn 
stopped at the Berexlna by the anny of VolbynUf was 
apprised that Wittgenstein and forty tbonsand other 
enendet) instead of being completely orerthrown were 
ready to pour down upon hb right, and that not a 
ibgle moment was to be lost. 

But Napoleon was slow In resolving to qtdt tba 
Borysthenes It seemed to him as if this voold be a 
ifrcond abaadomnent of the snfortnoate Ney and 
gWing up that intrepid cotsptmkm in arms for errr 
Here as at Lyadi, and at Do m browna, be was through- 
out both the day and night Inquiring and despatching 
persons to ascertain, whether any intelligence of the 
marshal had been receired} but nothing had tran 
spired respecting ereu bis esisteoce throogh the me 
dhnn of the Rosslsn am^ Tbb deatb-Uke silence 
bad cow lasted for four whole days, and yet the em- 
peror ftiU entertained hope 

At length when compelled hltmelf on the SOth of 
Norember to quit Orcha he still left In tbit place 
Eugene htorlier and Daroust and baited at the dis- 
tance of only two leagues, asking about Ney and still 
expecting him. A shnilar feeling of sincere and deep 
dblresf was oo tbb sal }ecl entertained by the whole 
army the remains of wbldi were then eentaioed in 
Onha, As soon as the oigency of their immedlite 
and pressing business was orer all their tbouchls and 
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all their looks were directed to the Russian hank. 
They listened to discover whether any warlike sounds 
announced his arrival, or rather his last sighs But 
they saw nothing hut enemies, iidio were already 
threatening the bridges of the Borysthenes ! One of 
the three chiefs was then desirous of destroying them , 
hut the others opposed it that would he separatmg 
themselves to a still greater distance from their com- 
rade, to admit at once that they despaired of saving 
him and, horror-struck at the idea of so heavy a mis- 
fortune, they could not bring themselves to yield on 
any account to such a resolution 

At length, at the close of the fourth day, their hope 
was at an end The mght brought with it only broken 
and harassing slumbers They accused themselves as 
the authors of his calamity ; as if it had been possible 
to continue waiting for the third corps in the plains 
of Krasnoe, where it would have been necessary to 
fight twenty-eight hours longer, when they had neither 
strength nor ammunition enough to last for more than 
one. 

Already, as in all cases of great deprivation and 
gnef, they began to recur to recollections Davoust 
had been the last who left the unfortunate marshal, 
and Mortier and the viceroy inquired what had been 
the last words he spoke to him I At the sound of the 
first cannon that were fired on the fifteenth against 
Napoleon, Ney was desirous that they should both im- 
mediately quit Smolensk in the train of the viceroy , 
Davoust had refused this, objecting to it the orders of 
the emperor, and the duty of destroying the ramparts 
of the city. The two chiefs became irritated agamst 
each other, and as Davoust persisted in remaining till 
the following day, Ney, whose orders were to close the 
march, had been necessitated to wait for him 
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P&Totut, Trbomlie 'vrronglj accnted of htvizig Kbtn 
dosed him. 

Some hosn aftertmd* when Darooit made tn 
attempt to nsdicaie bU condDCt to Ke^r he coold oh- 
tain from him nothing hot a atern look and theae few 
wordj I hare no reproaches to make againit yoSt 
hlanbtl God tees ns both^ and lei Him be jonr 
jndge. 

toon as the two corps had rtcognlied etch 
other the; no longer kept their dlstlnctiTe ranks. 
Soldreri, officers generals all had mn forward into 
each other s embraces. Tltoseof ]5QgeDesbookhands 
with those of Ne; the; tonched them with a jo; that 
was Blended with strong feelioga of astonishment and 
cnnosit; and the; pressed them to their bosoms 
with the lenderest cunipassion The; instantl; and 
cordiall; prodneed for their nse the p r tnri ii ons and 
brand; which had jost been Istrihoted among them* 
lelres Ther bad a tlionscind qoeitiont to uk them 
and both parties now blended io one soon directed 
their march on Orcha« fall of impotieoce the soldiers 
of Eagene to bear and those of Ne; to relate 


CHAPTER VIII 

Tier stated thit on the iTth of ^orember the; had 
qaittrd Smolenik with twelre pieces of cannon six 
tbon and bajvneU, and three bondred hones learing 
behind 6re thousand sick to the enem; s hamanlt; and 
that bat fat the cannon o( PUtoCand the explmkm of 
the mines the; should ncrer hare been ahle to tear 
from the place terert thousand stragglers who had 
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found shelter m it. They i elated with satisfaction the 
attention and kindness shomi by their chief to the 
wounded, the women and their children, which fur- 
nished another proof that the most brave will always 
be found to be the most humane 

At the gates of the city an act of infamy had struck 
them with a sensation of horror which they had not 
yet got rid of A mother had there abandoned her 
own child, a boy of about five years old, and, notwith- 
standing his, cries and tears, driven him off from hei 
sledge, which was heavily loaded with property “ He 
had never,” the unnatural parent said, with a wild and 
furious air, “ he had never seen France ' he could 
never therefore regret it • As for herself, she knew 
France, and was resolved to see it again 1” Tivice liad 
Ney ordered the child to be replaced in the arms of its 
mother, and twice she had cast it from her upon the 
frozen snow 

This sohtary act of guilt, however, amidst innume- 
rable mstances of devoted attachment and self-sacrifice, 
met with its appropriate punishment The degraded 
and unnatural woman had been left abandoned on the 
same snow from which they had rescued her destined 
victim in order to intrust him to a different mother , 
and they pointed to the ranks to shew the interestmg 
orphan, who was seen afterwards at the Berezina, then 
at Wilna, and again at Kowno, and who in fact sur- 
vived all the difficulties and horrors of the retreat 

In the mean time the officers of Eugene put a mul- 
titude of questions to those of Ney, who readily 
answered them, and went on with their narrative They 
depicted themselves as advancing with their marshal 
towards Krasnoe, foUowmg amidst the waste and rum 
of our own track, dragging after them a distressed and 
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helpleM mnltUnde mod preceded bj aDotherimiltitndo 
urged on by Ctmine 

They gaid tbit they had foond the bottom of ertry 
TETine covered uith helmets, military caps, broken and 
plondered chett* acatteredgannents overthrown car 
riages, and cannon to which the horsei still remained 
hamesaed prostrate on the ground dying and partly 
devoared 

■^Tien nearKorythnia, at the conclnilon of their first 
daysmarch a violent report and the wbisiUngnf a mim 
her of bnlleU over their heads had led them to bebeve 
that ther should almost Instimtly be engaged with the 
enemy This discharge came apparently from beforo 
them, and within a short dlatance of them on the same 
road, and ret tier raw nothing of tor hotiile force 
nieard and Uls dlrhlon went forward to discover any 
but they found In a bend of the road notbbg but 
two I ranch batteries which bad been abandoned 
together with the ammuoltloti belonging to thetm and 
In the adjoining fields a party of wretebed Cossacks 
galloping off at fall speed terrified at their own an Ja 
dty fa dbchargfag the guns and at the explosion 
which they had prodoced, 

Isey s soldiers began then to Inquire In their tarn 
what had occqrred fa their absence ? MTiat was the 
cause of the tmiversal dejection and despondence? 
WTtj bad so many sound and serviceable anna been 
abandoned to the enemy t Had they not had time to 
spike the cannon or at least to destroy or spoil their 
emmanitlon? 

Up to that point, bosrorer they observed that they 
had only seen traces of a dlwlroni march. Bat on 
the following day everr thing was changed j and they 
all nnllcd fa entertaining the most melancholy pre 
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sentiments when they arrived at that tract of snow 
reddened inth blood, and strewed mth broken arms 
and mutilated carcases The slain indicated still the 
ranks in which they had fought, and the place where 
the fight was hottest They pointed out to each other 
the different spots There, the 14th division had been 
stationed, as was evident from the numbers of its 
several regiments on the plates of their battered caps ; 
There again had been posted the Italian guard, as the 
uniform of the killed decidedly indicated 1 But what 
had become of the survivors 1 The bloody field, the 
lifeless bodies, or the motionless and icy silence of this 
scene of desolation and death, they might interrogate 
m vain, they could neither ascertain the fate of their 
companions, nor penetrate into that which was about 
to befal themselves 

Ney had hurried them rapidly over this field of rum 
and horror, and they had advanced without meeting 
any obstacle to a spot where the load deepens into a 
profound ravine, whence it emerges upon a spacious 
plain This was the plain of Katova, and the very- 
same field of battle where, three months before, in their 
triumphant march towards Russia, they had defeated 
Newerowski, and saluted Napoleon with the cannon 
captured the day before from the enemy They said 
that, not-withstanding the altered appearance of the 
ground, from snow, they easily recognised it 

The soldiers of Moitier then observed, “ that it was 
also the very position where the emperor and them- 
selves had waited for them, fighting all the while, on 
the 17th'” Well, then, resumed Ney’s men, there 
Kutusof, or rather Milorado witch, succeeded to Napo- 
leon’s place, for the old Russian had not yet left 
Dobroe 

Already the stragglers m advance were retrograding 

X 3 
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upon them, pointing to the pUfns of isorr nofr black 
ened bj the forces of the eoem j ’ when a Ronian start 
ing from the main bodf descended the HQ and 
presented himself nnaccompanled before the manhnl 
and whether from an atTectatlon of politeneu, or 
respect to the misfbrtonet of oar chief or possibly' from 
an apprehension of the conseipiencesof dnring him to 
despair delirered in very adoUtory terms the injtme- 
tion with which he had been co mm issioned^ to lay 
down his anna 

He had been sent by Kntasol ^ That field marshal 
woold not hare rentnred to make so onscceptable and 
crnel a proposition to so great a general, so renowned 
a w a r n or if there had remained any chance of hts ex 
trieation Boteightythoosand troops were in front of 
huD and around him { and. If he entertained any doubt 
on the subject Kstosof would wllUngiy permit his 
•ending any one on whom he coold depend to examine 
and count them * 

The Rouian had not finished bis address, when, on 
a sudden, forty disdiarges of grape-shot proceeded 
from the right of bis army mowing down our ranks 
and effectuoUy interrapting the harangue and filling 
the speoker with absolute amazement At the same 
sioment a French officer darted upon him to cnt him 
down u a traitor when b>ey checking the officer’s 
violence called out to the stranger in no little lodig 
natioD, ^A marshal never surrenders ( we do not 
negotiate nnder the fire of cannon you are my 
priioner" The nofortanate officer was dUarmed, and 
continued exposed to the Husiian cannonade He 
was not liberated till the army arrired at Kowno 
twenty six dap afterwards after bavtog participated 
in all our difficulties penonally free to make bU escape 
but boDourably bound by h!s parole^ 
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The enemy in a short time redoubled the fury of his 
fire , and then, the narratois observed, all those hills 
which but a little while before appeared so cold and 
silent, became so many volcanoes m actual eruption. 
Ney, however, they remarked, seemed to deiive from 
the terrors of the scene only additional animation and 
energy, and, indeed, whenever they mentioned the 
name of tbeir marshal, they did so in a tone of enthu- 
siastic admiration In the nudst of all these explosions, 
they observed that this man of fire appeared to be 
merely in His own peculiar element. 

Kutusof bad not deceived him On one side ap- 
peared eighty thousand men, with ranks entire, full, 
and deep, well supplied with provisions, in double 
Imes, with numerous squadrons, a vast artillery ranged 
in a formidable position, and, in sboit, every thing 
favourable, even fortune itself, which alone is often a 
substitute for every thmg else On the other side 
were five thousand soldiers, a column incompact and 
straggling, an infirm and languishing march, and 
■arms- incomplete, foul, and for the greater part inef- 
fective, and falteiing m enfeebled hands 

And yet the French general not only entertained 
no idea of surrendering, or even of dying, but resolved 
to cut his way through the opposing mass , and this 
without concemng that he was making any sublime 
or extraordinary effort Alone, depending entirely on 
himself, while all depended entirely upon him, he had 
merely followed the impulse of his powerful nature, 
and the lofty confidence of a conqueror whom a lon^ 
series of improbable successes had confirmed in the 
belief that every thing was possible 

What most of all astonished them was their own 
obedience and docility , for all had proved themselves 
worthy of him , and they remarked in reference to this 
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ttrfWng c«e that it decTdedlj’ ihowed it WM not great 
tenacitj of porpon great and great dariogf 

that constituted great men, bat that more Qacommon 
power that aacendettcy orcrthe minds of others which 
carries them also along in fall lympathy and equal 
ardour 

Tlicard and hU Eileen hoodred soldiers were at the 
head these Nej laanched against the hostile army, 
end qnicUy pot the rest in order to follow lhat di 
ruioD nuhed doTrn the road into the rarine and fol 
lowed it op to the ascent beyond whence it was driren 
back ortrwhelmed by the first Rnssian line 

Tlie marshal not in the aUghtest degree daunted, or 
leaving a moment for others to be ao, collected the re 
mains of them, formed them in rtserre and adranced 
himself in their place Ledni Razoot and blarehand 
lopported blim He ordered four hundred Illyrians to 
BSsaHthe left Eank of the enem/a army whUehlmself 
with three thousand men mounted to the oaasuU In 
front He made no harai^e be marched forward 
he famished the example which in crery hero is of 
all oratoncal appeals the most eloquent and of all 
orders the most operative AH followed him. TTiey 
penetrated and orerthrew the first Russian Hue and 
withoot atopping rushed on towards the second but 
before they were able to reach ft they were in their 
turn assailed by a lerere shower of irod and lemL In 
an instant Key saw all his generals woonded and the 
greater part of his aoldicri killed their ranks were 
empty and their horribly dilapidated coltuno reeled 
round tottered and retre a ted htaTylng the com* 
mandtr himself with it 

^ley found that be had attempted what arts Itnprac 
ticahle and he vralted till the flight of hlf troops bad 
‘meryosifd between them and the enemy that rarine 
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which was now their only resource. Theie, witlioiitr 
either hope or fear, he halted and re-formed them He 
drew up two thousand men against eighty thousand , 
he answered the discharge of tn^o hundred pieces of 
cannon with only six pieces , and brought disgiaceon 
fortune for betraying courage so ardent and exalted 
Yet it was undoubtedly fortune that struck Kutusof 
on this occasion with such langour and inertness To 
their extreme astonishment, the French beheld this 
Russian Fahius (cancatunng his imitation, as is 
generally the case) persist in what he was fond of 
calling his humamty and his prudence, and remain 
with his pompous virtues on the heights ivhich he oc- 
cupied, without permitting himself, inthout daring 
even to conquer, and as it were stupified with amaze- 
ment at his superiority He saw Napoleon conquered 
through the medium of his temerity, and he avoided 
that fault by falling into the one directly opposed to it 
Yet had a single one out of all the Russian corps, 
in a burst of indignation at their commandei ’s con- 
duct, rushed against our forces, they must inevitably 
have been completely destroyed But all were afraid 
to make a movement so decisive , th6y all remained 
fixed to the clods on which they stood, with the immo- 
bility of slaves, as if they possessed no audacity but 
what they derived from the word of command, and no 
energy but what was bound up with obedience. This 
strictness of discipline, which constituted their glory 
during their own retreat, was their disgrace during ours 
They had been, for a long time uncertain, ignorant 
of what enemy they had to contend with , for they had 
imagined thatNey, on quitting Smolensk, had directed 
his flight along the right bank of the Dnieper , and 
they were thus deceived, as frequently happens by 
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ttippoing Uut their eneiDj hftd actually done what he 
undoubtedly ought to have done 

The Illyrians had retoraed at the tame time in the 
greatest disorder they had met with one reiy extra 
ordinary inadenU These ficmr htmdred men while 
adrmnc^ on the left dank of the enemy s position^ 
had fallen in with a body of fire thousand RossIanSf 
who were returning from a partial action in which 
they had captured an eagle and a number of pri> 
toners 

These two hostile forces^ one returning to Its posi 
Uont the other adrancu^ to attack it, proceeded in the 
tame direction and in parallel lines without either of 
them rentniiog to begin an encounter They marched 
to near eadi other t^t the French pntoneri stretched 
out their hands from the Roasiao ranks and conjured 
their comrades to come to their re sc ue. The latter 
colled out that. If they would come to them they 
would receire and protect them. But no one made 
the first step for this purpose It was then that Ney 
w^s defeated and InTolred erery thing In the torrent 
of his retreat 

In the mean time Kutusof who relied more on his 
cannon than on his soldiers sought to conquer his 
ene my and at the tame time keep at a ufe ilUtance 
from him. Ilis fire to completely swept the whole 
ground occupied by the Freseb that the tame ball 
which struck a man io the first rank reached the hln 
dermort of the train of carriage^ and killed tome of 
the female fogitlres from Moscow 

Under thU murderoos storm the aoldien of Ney 
confoanded and Toolionless looked intently towards 
their chief awalilog bis decision before they would 
gire tbcmselres op for lost entertablng hope without 
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seeing any -foundation for it, or rather, agreeably to 
the remark of one of their officers, because in this 
Rwful extremity they peiceived his mind serene and 
tranquil, as if precisely in its natural place or ele- 
ment. His countenance was still and collected , he 
was ohseiwing attentively the enemy’s army, which 
since the stratagem employed by prmce Eugene had 
become distrustful, and had now extended itself far 
and deeply on his flanks, in order to preclude him from 
every avenue to escape 

Night began now to mix and confound all objects- 
Wmter was favourable to our retreat only m the cir- 
cumstance of bringing the darkness on early Ney 
had been waiting for it, but he availed himself of it 
solely by ordering his troops to return to Smolensk- 
They all observed, that at this command their asto- 
mshment was beyond expression His aide-de-camp 
himself was unable to credit what he heard He con- 
tinued silent, appearing not to comprehend what had 
been said, and casting on his chief a look of absolute 
amazement and almost stupefaction But the marshal 
repeated the order , on hearmg his sharp and peremp- 
tory tone they all recognised a fully matured resolu- 
tion, a resource discoveied, that confidence in a man's 
self which mspires confidence mto others, and which, 
however harassing and critical may be his position, 
shows a spirit that looks down upon it and commands 
it. They then obeyed, and, unhesitatingly, turned 
their backs upon the enemy, upon Napoleon and uponi 
France ' They re-entered the fatal territory of Rus- 
sia ’ Their retrograde march continued for about an 
hour , they revisited the field of battle strewed with 
the lemains of the army of Italy there they halted, 
and their marshal, who had remfimed with the rear- 
guard, then rejoined them 
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They keenly obierred every movement that hi 
made. 'What could be mean to doT and wbate\‘er 
might be hli design, hoir conld he direct his steps 
vnthcnt a guide in an unknown country T Bat he 
Trith the clear perception of the eiperleneed wnmor 
or apparently from a tme military instiuct halted on 
the bank of a rarme aoffldently ronslderable for a 
ttream to flow along the bottom of iL He ordered 
the BDOW to be removed and the ice broken, and then, 
observing Ha coorie, he exclaimed. This stream 
flowi into the Hnleper lliis is onr guide 1 This is 
what we most follow! It will condoct us to that 
river whkh we mast cross I On the opposite hank 
we ahail be aafeP lie instantly proceeded in that 
direcdotu 

At a little distance however from the high rood 
which be had |ust abandoned he again halted in a 
village Its name they ware ignorant of hot they 
tboogbt It was Fomina or Hamkowa there he ^allied 
his troops, and had flres kindled as if he meant to 
establish himself in It. The Cossacks, who were fol 
lowii^ him, were deceived by those indicatbnt, and 
Without doubt had sent to inform Katusof of the s^vit 
where on the followup day a French marshal would 
.ay down his arms for within a short time the than* 
der of their cannon was distinctly heard 

>»By listened “IltsDaToust" said he ” reraem 
bered me after allf” lie listened again but the 
diicbarges followed each other at eijuil intenralsf it 
was a salute Convinced then that In the Hinjlan 
camp they were antidpatbg hit capture he swore 
that be would btUe thelrtriampb and again punaed 
his march 

At the same time his Poles were scouring the whole 
turrouDdieg coumry A laiao peasant wb» the only 
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inhabitant they had been able to discover This was 
an unexpected advantage He mfonned them that the 
Dnieper was only a league distant, but that it was not 
fordable, and could hardly yet be frozen over. The 
marshal said, “ That it would be and, on some one’s 
objectmg the commenced thaw, he remarked, “ that 
it was of no consequence , pass it they must, as this 
^vas, in fact, his only resource ” 

At length, about eight o’clock, they passed through 
a village, the ravine ended, and the peasant, who 
marched at their head, then stopped and pomted out 
to them the river They supposed that this must have 
been between Syrokoreme and Gusinoe Ney and his 
foremost soldiers ran towards it The river was at 
this point frozen and able to bear The course of the 
pieces of ice which it brought down was at this place 
stopped by a sharp bend of its banks, and the cold had ' 
soon cemented and increased them , but it was only 
just at ^this point , both above and below, its surface 
was still moveable 

This observation occasioned uneasmess and anxiety 
to succeed their first feelings of delight The hostile 
nver might present only a perfidious appearance. An 
officer devoted himself to all the danger of making the 
experiment, and was observed to reach the opposite 
bank only with the greatest difficulty He returned 
to announce that the men, and possibly some of the 
horses might cross, but that the rest must be aban- 
doned, and that not an instant ought to be lost, as the 
ice had already become affected by the thaw 

But in this nightly and silent advance across fields 
of a column consisting of enfeebled men, of wounded, 
and of women with their children, it had been impos- 
sible to proceed in such close and compact order as 
to prevent extension and disunion, and preclude many 
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from losUi^ ell trucee of eech other la tbe derknra 
Nej taw that he had mth him onlj a part of hit 
troopa neTerthelesa, ho ro^ht hhmelf without delay 
hare paaaed the nrer eecared Kla own aafety and 
waited for the others on the opposite benL Such an 
idea, howerer did not occur to him, and when some 
one suggested It to him he rejected It. lie devoted 
three hours to the bosmess of rnlljing and without 
penuitting himself to he agitated by iropatiooce or 
alarmed by the danger of the attempt, he wrapped 
himself up In hit cloalc and passed these three h^rs 
critical and full of danger as they were m profound 
sleep on the nrer i bank ao completely did he possess 
the temperament of great men a strong mind In a 
robust body and that ngoroui health without which 
DO man can be a hera 


CHAPTER IX. 

At length abonl midnight tbe passage of the rirer 
commenced ( hut those who first quitted the bank gare 
warning that the ice yielded under them that It was 
sinking and that they were obliged to adrance with 
the water up to their knees and in n short time the 
frail support was heard to apbt asunder with frightful 
crashes which were prolonged, as do a general thaw 
They all stopped la consternation. 

Isey ordered them to pass only in single file and 
they went forward with g^eat preeautlon, ofleo not 
knowing in the dstkncii whether they were abooi 
to set tl elr fret upon the main Ice or in the rrerlces 
for there were ranons places where it was re^iliils 
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to step over considerable gaps, or leap from one 
piece of ice to another, at the hazard of falling be- 
tween both, and disappearing for ever. The foremost 
hesitated , but those who were behind, called upon 
them to proceed on 

When at length, after a great number of these sud < 
den alarms, they reached the other banlc, and consi 
dered themselves safe, an almost perpendicular accli- 
vity, glazed "With ice, opposed their actual landing. 
Many were thrown back upon the ice of the nver, 
which they broke by falling on it, or by which they 
were severely bruised It seemed, on heanng the 
recital given by our friends, as if the Russian nver 
and Its banks had lent themselves to assist the French 
only with reluctance, and, as it were, by mere sur- 
prise and compulsion 

But the circumstance which their minds seemed 
most to recur to, and which tliey repeated with most 
horror, was the terror and distraction of the women 
and the sick, when it was found necessaiy to abandon 
with the baggage the remains of their fortune, their 
provisions, and, in short, all the resources they yet had 
left against either present or future evils. They ob- 
served them, as it Ivere plundering themselves, select- 
ing, rejectmg, resuming again, and dropping down on 
the icy bank of the river, through absolute exhaustion 
and pain The recollection of this cruel scene, of so 
many men scattered over the yawning abyss, of the 
repeated echoes of their falls, of the shrieks of those 
who were plunging into the crevices, and above all of 
the tears of despair from the wounded, who stretched 
out their hands in supplication from their iamages, 
which it was impossible to trust to such a feeble sup- 
port, and conjured their comrades not for ever to aban- 
don them, the recollection of these'circumstances still 
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pmted upon their feeling* and in fact itill in tile 
them thndtier with horror 

Their chief then determined to try the pantge of a 
few of the carritgei containing theie nnfortnnate 
being*. Bat in the middle of the rlrer the Ice gare 
way and opened before them { and thoie who hod 
arrived on the oppotite aide heard bruing from thli 
gnU of min. fint, heart rending and lomewhat pro* 
longed acreame of angnieb and danger then abort and 
tuffocatedgroanj which were needed by profotmd 
and terriEc dlence AH bad disappeared I 

I^ey fixed bis eye on the gnlf with a loolc of con* 
stemation, and thooght he aaw throogh the darkneft 
an indhridoal object stfllmoTing it was one of the 
tmhappy party i an officer of the name of Bnguernie 
whom a lerere wound In the groin prermted from 
getting on his feet. One of the flata of ice had kept 
him op. In a few moments be was seen distinctly 
dragging himself on his kneea snd hands from one 
piece to another and approaching the bank, ^ey 
himself recelred and aared him. 

Smee tbe preceding day four tbonsand stragglers 
and three thousand soldiera were either dead or miss 
log and the cannon and all the beggnge lost and 
Ney had remaining acarcely three thousand effoctire 
men, and as many disbanded one*. At length when 
all these lacnfices were completed, and all that had 
been enabled to cross were collected together they 
began their march and tbe rirer which they had 
conquered became then tbelr ally and their guide 
They were proceeding at hazard and In uncertainly 
when one of them falUi^ to the ground dlwoTrrrd a 
beaten road Indeed it wma but too marh so for 
those in front, on slooplfig down and applying ihtlr 
hands as well at ryes to it, atopprd la terror and ex 
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claimed, “that they saw plainly fresh marts of the 
passing of a great number of cannon and horses ” 
Thus, then, had they avoided one army of the enemy 
only to fall into the midst of another ' They should 
be compelled again to fight, when they were scarcely 
able to march ' The war was evidently everjrwhere 
around them ' But Ney urged them forward , and, 
without expressing the slightest emotion, pushed on 
vigorously in the menacing track 

It led to the village of Gusmoe, which they entered 
unexpectedly They seized upon every thing. AL 
that they had found wanting, since they left Moscow, 
was here to be met with Tliere were inhabitants, 
provisions, repose, and warm dwellings, besides about 
a hundred Cossacks, who on awakening found them- 
selves prisoners Their reports, and the necessity 
for taking some refreshment, in order to go on, 
detained Ney in the place for a short time 

About ten o’clock they had reached two other vil- 
lages, and there they were taking a little rest, when, 
on a sudden, a number of rapid movements were ob- 
served in the surrounding forests While they were 
callmg one another together, observuig these move- 
ments, and concent! ating themselves in the village 
which was the nearest of the two to the Borysthenes, 
some thousands of Cossacks issued from among the 
trees, and surrounded the unfortunate corps with 
lances and cannon 

They consisted of Platof and all his hordes, who had 
followed the right bank of the Borysthenes They had 
it in their power to burn the village, discover Nev’s 
weakness, and complete his destmction , but although ' 
It IS impossible to say why, they remained motionless 
for three houis, without even finng It has been said 
since, by themselves, that they had received no 
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order* ; tliat their chief was not at that moment in a 
rtuatioQ to giro any and tliat in Rottia m one 
vill rentnre to Incur gratnitona reaponalhillty 

The military and firm appearance of Key kept them 
in check. HlmMlf and a few aoldlen anawered this 
purpose and he indeed ordered, that the rest of his 
troops sbonld continne their repast and refreshment 
till night. He then lent roond the order for decamp- 
ing withoot any noise at midnight to give each other 
notice of this in a low roice and to march in dose 
order They accordingly at the time appointed, pot 
themseWea to motkm all together hut the first step 
they took was a signal to the enemy who discharged 
all hli pieces and mored forward all his squadrons at 
the same time 

At thb report the unarmed stragglers who still 
aroounted to three or four thousand were panic 
struck. They wandered ririous way* in eonfoiton 
and uncertainty falling back upon the ranks of the 
aimed soldicTi who again drove them forwunL Isey 
kept them as much as possible between his effectire 
troops and tlio Ruuians who^ firs was absorbed by 
these unfortunate rietlms. The pusillanimous were 
thus employed to protect the brmre 

MTiDe on his right ftank the marshal was thus using 
these nnCortunate men as a rampart he regained the 
banks of the Dnieper, with srbi^ he protected hb left 
flank he hhnself marched between them, adranclog 
IQ this manner from wood to wood from one waring 
of the ground to another araniog hbnselfof all Its 
windings and of its slightest adrantages and pecuU 
ariiles. Iwfieatly bsowerer ta wsa ohUged to 
retnore to sotpe dbtaneo froro the nvtr and then 
PIttof surrounded him on crerysldt 

Thus for tsro days, and a space of iwetity leagues 
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were six thousand Cossacks incessantly hovenng over 
the flanks of their column, now reduced to fifteen hun- 
dred men in arms, keeping it as it were in a state 
of siege, disappearing rapidly before its repeated 
sorties, to return like their Scythian ancestors almost 
the very moment after , with this important and fatal 
difference, however, that they managed their cannon 
drawn on sledges, and discharged their bullets during 
their flight, with the same agility and dexterity as 
their forefathers managed then bows and arrows 

The night brought with it some relief, and at first 
they felt some portion of joy at bemg Avrapt in dark- 
ness , but even then, if any stopped for an instant to 
receive the last farewell from those who had fallen 
from wounds or weakness, they were in danger of 
losing all traces of those who had gone on These 
circumstances occasioned many a cruel moment, many 
an instant of despair , they were freed, however, from 
the grasp of the enemy 

The unfortunate column, in a state more nearly 
approaching to tranquillity, was proceedmg cautiously 
onward, as it ivere feehng its way, m a thick wood, 
when on a sudden, at the distance of only a few paces 
in Its front, a vivid bght and several discharges of 
cannon flashed on the faces of the foremost men. 
Dreadfully alarmed, they concluded now that it ivas 
all over with them, that they should be instantly de- 
stroyed, that their hour was at last come, and they fell 
down m terror , those behind crowded upon them, and 
stumbled over them Ney, who saw that every thing 
was on the point of bemg lost, hastened forward, 
ordered the charge to be sounded, and, as if he had 
actually foreseen the attack, cried out, “ Forward, 
comrades ’ This is the decisive moment ' They are our 
prisoners.” At these words his soldiers who had been 
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in a itate of coniternatioii, dott instead of beUering 
u bofore that tbejr had thamsalm b«en txirprUcd 
imagined that they had actually iiirpmcd their foea 
the feelingi of conquered men were exchanged lor 
tbote of conquerora and they mahed on with ardonr 
against the expected enemy who however was not 
to be found but who was heard in rapid flight across 
the foresta. 

They hastened on os fast as they were able but 
about ten at night they came to a small stream In a 
very deep rarine It was necessary to pass it In 
single file ai they had pawed the Dnieper The Cos- 
sacks who pursued these unfortunate troops with 
imahated aztd Intense obstinacy again discortr^ them 
They turned thu irapedunent to account hut Ney 
hy a few discharges of small arms repulsed them. 
Tbe troops cleared the passage with difiBcnlty and 
srithln an hour afcertrarda reaped a Urge rflltge in 
which they halted for two hours in consequence of 
bungerand exhaustion. 

On the next day the loth of iSorember from mid 
night till ten o clock in the morning they proceeded 
onward without meeting any other enemy than a 
mountainous road| but after they had passed that the 
columns of PUtof reappeared j and Ney faced alout 
to them, QTaiUng hhn elf of the borders of a forest 
MTille daylight continued hb soldiers were obliged to 
submit to see the enemy a balls knocking down the 
trees which sheltered them, and ploughing up the 
ground onwbich they were biTouaeUng for they had 
nothing but small anna, which srere of conrie unable 
to keep the artUlery of the Ccwacka at a wfieleot drt 
tance 

On the return of night the marshal gare the signal 
and they bej,an their march towards Orcha. Already 
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during the preceding day, Pchebendowski and fifty 
horse had been despatched thither to demand assist- 
ance , they must have arrived there, unless indeed tlie 
enemy had already reached that place 

The officers of Ney concluded with observing, that 
with respect to the rest of their route, and, although 
they had certainly in that met with some serious and 
terrible obstacles, they were not worth relatmg. 
They still spoke, however, in the highest terms of 
their marshal, at the very name of whom they always 
appeared enthusiastically elated , and their admiration 
was fully participated , for those who were his equals 
themselves entertained no idea or feeling of jealousy. 
He hadbeeu too often and too deeply regretted , there 
was too great a need of sympathetic-and friendly feel- 
ing to pennit the intrusion of that of envy Moreover, 
Ney had rendered such a feeling impossible Through- 
out the whole of these wonderful atchievements, and 
in the midst of all his glory, his demeanour so httle 
varied from its regular and easy course, that, but from 
observing the reflection of this glory from the eyes, 
gestures, and acclamations of all around him, he 
would not apparently have been aware, that he had 
performeiLany thing sublime or extraordinary 

Nor was this enthusiastic feebng the mere effect of 
sudden and agreeable surprise Each of the few last 
days had its distinguished men , among others, the 
16th had Eugene , the 17th Mortier , but now all 
cordially jomed in admitting and proclaiming that the 
great hero of the retreat was Ney. 

Orcha 18 scarcely five days’ march from Smolensk. 
In that short passage, what glory had been acquired 1 
How small a portion of time and space may be suffi- 
cient for obtaining immortal renown. What, then, is 
the nature, what are the elements of those lofty inspi- 
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nUiosi } i^t U the Innsible and impaJpable germ of 
those aJtonJsblsg eelf>derotioQB whkh are developed 
]o a few Inatanta proceed from a tingle heart, and are 
TTOrthr of being diffoted throughout duration and 
epace 7 

'\nien Napoleon who was two leagnei distant waa 
apprized that Ney had just reappeared he absolutely 
bonded and shonted for Joy ha exclaimed In tones 
of transport, I hare ured my eagles then ' To 
redeem such a man as that from destruction I wonld 
hare given three hundred millions out of my trea 
tury I 
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BOOK XL 


CHAPTER I 

The annyiad tlius repassed the Dnieper for the third 
and last time This river belongs half to Russia, and 
half tq Lithuania, but it rises in the former countiy 
It runs from east to west as far as Orcha, whence 
Its course apparently lies towards Poland , hut the 
heights of Lithuania oppose its progress, and force it 
to turn abruptly towards the south, where it forms the 
boundary of the two countries Kutusof s eighty thou- 
sand Russians were stopped by this slight obstacle 
Up to this tune, they had been spectators rather than 
authors of our disasters We saw them no more , and 
the army was delivered from the torment of witnessmg 
their joy 

Throughout the war, Kutusof was more indebted to 
his character than to his talents As long as it was 
necessary to deceive and to temporize, his crafty mind, 
his indolence, and his great age were all m his favour , 
this was no longer the case when circumstances 
changed, when it became necessary to conduct rapid 
marches, to pursue, to intercept, and to attack 

From Smolensko, Platof had passed on the right 
flank of the road, in order to join Wittgenstein The 
' whole of the war was thus transferred to this side 

On the 22nd, we had a painful maich from Orcha 
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to Bcnxof along a vide road^ planted on each ilde 
mth a donble row of tall blrdi tree* throngb malted 
tnov and deep liqdd mad. The wealcest vere lost In 
it and those of the voonded, who belienng the frort 
permaoentlj set in, had changed their carriages for 
sledges at Smolensk, were detained there and taken 
bj the Cossacks. 

In thu state of distress, we witnessed an act of coo 
rage vorthj of antkpiity Two soldiers of the gnarJ 
were cut of from their colomn bj a bond of Tartan 
who fell upon them with ferodow impetnositj The 
one lost his coorage and wished to surrender the 
other who was fighting called out that he would shoot 
him, if he was coward enough to yield and teeing 
his ctmtpauloa throw down his mnsket and hold oat 
his band to the e nemy he abot bhn dead in the midst 
oftheCosucks then, talac^ adranUge of the cock 
stereation into which they were tlmwn by thb action, 
he instantly reloaded bis musket, intimidated those 
who were adTanclng upon him, retreoted from tree 
to tree grained ground and at length, reached his 
troo p . 

It was in the early part of the march towards Dori* 
sof^ that the report of the taking of Minsk was spread 
in the army The counteoancts ertn of our Iciuiers 
betrayed their comtematton at this news. Their 
imaginations depressed by constant sights of horror 
Boticipated a still more gloomy foture In their prl 
rate conrenatioos many ezrtaimed, ^ that Napoleon 
had ted his army to perish at Moecow jait as Charles 
XII htd sacni^d bb in the Ukraine ** 

Others howerer did not aUrlbute our peesent cut 
fortunes to this espedithm. Mlthoot wishing to jus 
tify the ta lificet to nhicb they had cossrotrd lathe 
hope of terminating the war by a single campaign 
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they affirmed, that this hope was well-founded , that, 
in pushing his line of operations as far as Moscow, 
Napoleon had given a sufficiently large and solid 
base to so extended a column They pointed out the 
Dvpina, the Dnieper, the Ula, and the Berezina, which 
marked its track from Riga to Bobruisk , they said, 
“ that Macdonald, St Cyr, and de Wrede, that Vic* 
tor, and Dombrowski, had waited for them there , that 
the troops under the command of these generals, with 
the addition of those of Schwartzenberg and of 
Augereau, who with fifty thousand men guarded the 
space between the Elbe and the Niemen, amounted to 
near two hundred and eighty thousand defensive troops, 
who from north to south supported a bundled and 
fifty thousand men in their ofiensive operations upon 
the east;’' whence they concluded, “ that the attack 
upon Moscow, however hazardous it might appear, 
had been sufficiently prepared, and was worthy of the 
genius of Napoleon , that the success of the enterprise 
was possible , and that it had only failed from faults 
of detail ” 

They then called to mind our useless losses at Smo- 
lensk, the inactivity of Junot at Valoutina, and they 
mamtained, “ that Russia would, nevertheless, have 
been wholly conquered by the single battle of the 
Mosqua, if marshal Ney’s first success had been fol- 
lowed up But that though the enterprise failed mill* 
tarily from want of decision at that moment, and 
politically from the fire at Moscow, the army might 
still have been able to return in health and safety, 
Since our entrance mto this capital, had not the Rus- 

I sian general, and the Russian winter left us, the one 
forty, the other fifty days, m which to arrange and 
conduct our retreat 

Deploring, then, the rash obstinacy of the affair of 
VoL. n z 
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Moccow aad the fattl h««!utkin of tLat of Malo 
Itrotlrretz^ thij calcolftted tbeir lonn tnd mu&r- 
tuiei Sloce thej left Moscow thej bftd lost all tlielr 
'baggage, fire bandred caiuxm thlrtjHSW etgles, 
twenty seren generals forty tbonsand prisoners and 
sixty tboosand by death there remiJned only forty 
tbonsand disarmed stragglers, and eight thousand efi 
dent nenl 

Dut lastly they asked ' By wbat fatality after 
tbis dreadf^ btroo in tbclr colnmn of attack, tbe 
remnant of it, on rejoining the main body which Tigor- 
only kept its groand, knew not where to stop, or to 
take breatbt Why tbeycould not concentrate them* 
lelres at hflnsk a^ at Wlina, behind tbe morasses 
of tbe Beretina, keep tbe enemy In check there at 
least for a time and take adrantage of the winter to 
reorganize themselves T hnt no-~all wu lost in another 
place and from other drcumstaDccs. The one fatal 
error was thit of cooSding the magazines and the 
retreat of the whole of thb bra re army to an Anstnan, 
and to not harlag stationed at Wllna or at Minsk, 
a military leader and a force wbkh might either sop* 
ply the i«fEciency of the Austrian anny in presence 
of the onlted armies of Moldarb and of '\'olhynIa or 
prevent its treachery 

These who made these cotoplaints were not Igno> 
rant of the presence of the dake of Buiano at ^\'lina 
but, In spite of his talents as a minister and the great 
confidence the emperor reposed In hlto they beliercd 
him to be a stranger to the art of war and that, op> 
pressed by the cares of an hnporlant office in auimlnlt 
tratlon, aM of weighty political botlaess he was dit 
qualified for the eoadoct of oulittry etfatn Such 
srere the romplalnts of those whose sufferings left 
them any lehure for obserrelloo. That a fault had 
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been committed it was impossible to doubt , but to say 
how it might have been avoided, to weigh the value 
of the motives which led to it in circumstances so 
extraordinary, and under the conduct of so great a 
man, is more than we dare attempt We also know, 
that in enterprises so gigantic and adventurous, 
every thing becomes a fault when the end is not-ob- 
*tamed. 

The treason of Schwartzenberg was, moreover, by 
no means clear, though if we except the three French 
generals who were with him, the whole army believed 
him gpnlty. They said, “ that Walpole was at Vienna 
as a secret agent from England , that he and Metter- 
nich were the joint authors of the perfidious instruc- 
tions which Schwartzenberg received. That m com- 
pliance with these, ever since the 20th of September, 
the day of the arrival of Tchitchakof and of the battle 
of Lutsk, on the Styr, Schwartzenberg had suspended 
his victonous march, had repassed the Bug, and 
covered Warsaw by uncovering Minsk, in compliance 
with these, he persevered in this false manoeuvre , and 
after a feeble effort, in the direction of Brezcklitowsky, 
on the 10th of October, far from taking advantage of 
the torpor of Tchitchakof to get between him and 
Minsk, he lost his time in military promenades, and 
insignificant marches towards Bnensk, Byalistock, 
and Volkovdtz. He thus allowed the admiral time 
to rest, to rally his sixty thousand men, form them 
into two divisions, leave Sacken to oppose him with 
one, and set out with the other on the 27th of Novem- 
ber to take possession of Minsk, of Bonzof, of the 
magazines, of Napoleon's line of retreat, and of his 
wmter-quarters , then only did Schwartzenberg put 
himself in the rear of this hostile movement, which he 
had received orders to anticipate , he left Regmer in 

Z 2 
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froi:t of Saclceo and marched wo aloggbhtf that 
h) a reij fev daji ha aoAarcd the admiral to gain 
fire days march on htm. 

On the Kth of Noremher at VoItoTritt, Sacken 
came up with Regnier cat him ofiT from the Acitrian 
general, and pressed him ao cloaelf that he forced 
him to call Schwaittenberg to hb nai who, a« if be 
expected thla, mitantly fell hack, and abandoneiT 
hlinsk. It is true that be relicred Hcgnier repolsed 
Sack e n and panned him to the ahortt of the Bag; 
that he eren deitroyed the half of hU army bat on 
the Teryday of hU rictory on the Wth of Sorcmber 
Mink Traa taken by Tchltchakof, by trhich meant he 
alTorded Aaitrio o doable t flnmp h. Thus appeal^ 
ances irere pretarretL The near field mnnhal fol 
filled the wi^et of hU otmgoTer nn seot, ctptnlly hoa 
tHe to Roasla, whom be had thn enfeebled oo the one 
hand, and to Napoleon, whom, on the other be be* 
trayed into her power Such was tho cry of almott 
the whole of the maio army Napoleon said nothing 
whether it were that he no longer ex pec te d resd on the 
port of bit ally or whether he jadged It politic to be 
iflent, or that he thought SehwartienbeT^ bid sails 
fitd the demands of bonour by the tort of adrertlse^ 
meat he bad tent to him at Moseow ilx weeks before 
lie nererthelest addretsed tome r epr o aches to the 
field marshat Bat he was answered by a bitter 
cotspUint from the latter io the fint place of the 
doable and rootnidictory lostrartlons he hod secclsed 
to coTcr \\ ar*aw and Mlmk at the tame tirar and In 
the •ecoad of tbe false Intelligence wbirh had teen 
transmitted to Lim by tbe dole of Jlasuno. 

This minister he laid had constantly repre 
tented to him that the main lody of tbe army was 
retreating In health and aafrty a^ that h presentd 
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its good order, and formidable appearance. Why had 
they made a fool of him by sendmg him the bulletins 
composed to amuse the idlers of Paris ? If he had 
not made more exertions to join the mam army, it 
■was because he believed that it did not want assist- 
ance " Lastly, he pleaded his o'wn weakness “ How 
could it be expected that with twenty-eight thousand 
men he could long keep in check sixty thousand ? In 
such circumstances, if Tchitchakof had gained some 
marches on him, was it to be wondered at ? He had 
not hesitated to follow him, to separate himself from 
Galhcia, from the point from which he started, from 
his magazines, from his depdt' If he had not 
proceeded, it was because Begnier and Durutte, 
two French generals, had anxiously requested his 
assistance Both he and they had reason to hope 
that Murat, Oudinot, or Victor, would provide for 
the security of Minsk 


CHAPTER II 

We had, in fact, little right to accuse others of trea- 
chery, after having so grossly betrayed ourselves. 
Every body had been wantmg in lime of need 

At Wilna, no precaution appeared to be taken for 
our defence , and though, between the Berezina and 
the Vistula, the garrisons, the dep6ts, the marching 
battalions, and the divisions of Durutte, Loison, and 
Dombrowski might have formed an army at Minsk of 
thirty thousand men exclusive of the Austnans, an 
obscure general and three thousand soldiers were the 
only force stationed there to oppose Tchitchakofs 
progress. ^ Jt was even knoivn that this handful of 

z 8 
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yoosg coldier* bmd been expoted in front of a rivet 
upon which the admiral had dnren them, while, if 
the^ had been potted behind it, it would haw terred 
&] a temporarj defence. Here aa It often happens 
faolU of detail were conae^^rnt open &alta In the 
general dealgn. The gorernor of hUosk had been 
negUgentlp choaen. He was generally reported to be 
one of those men who oodertake every thing answer 
for every thing and liU In every thing On the Mth 
of November be lost this capital and with ft four 
thoosand seven hondred sick, military stores and two 
million rations of pronaions It was fire days since 
the report of this disaster reached Dom b r uwua , and 
■till more calamitoat tidings awaited ns. Thta same 
governor had retired open Boriiof There he amid 
neither cal! Oodlnot who was at the di lance of two 
days march to hb anistaiKm,i»r sopportDombrowiki 
who haiKoed from Dobrubk and Igomen. Dombrowiki 
did not arrive at the head of the bridge on the night of 
the COth tUl after the eo^y nerertheles* he drove 
back the advanced guard of Tchitebakof he esta 
hlhhed himself on the bridge and defended it gal 
lantly until the night of (be Slat, when after suffering 
dreadfully from the noaihui artillery, which took 
in flank be was attacked by double his own force, 
and driven back beyond the river and tbe town as far 
as the hfotcow road 

Napoleon did not expect this disaster he believed 
be had prevcDted it by bis iastructions addmied 
to Vklor from hloscow on the mb of October These 
orders ** supposed a brisk attack from MnOgensteln or 
from Tchitchskof j they rreornmeoded ^^ctor to re- 
main withm reach of 1 olotsk and hlinsk to place a 
prudent and lalelltgenl officer with Scbwartienberg 
to keep op a regular corre^poodence with hlimk, and 
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to send agents in \arious directions ” But 'Wittgen- 
stein ]la^ ing made an attack before Tclntcliakof, the 
danger i\hicli was nearest and most pressing liad be- 
come tlie sole object of attention Napoleon’s Mdse 
instructions of the 6th had not been repeated They 
appeared to be forgotten bj* Ins general Indeed, 
when the emperor heard of the loss of Minsk at Dom- 
browna, he did not himself think Borizof in such 
imminent danger, since he ordered all his bridge- 
equipments to be burned the ne\t day at Orcha. 

His correspondence mth Victor is another proof 
of his confidence, it supposed that Oudinot would 
ha\e nearly reached Borizof on the 2oth, whereas 
Tchitchakof took possession of tins town on the 21st. 
It was on the day after this fatal cicnt, at three days’ 
inarch from Borizof, and on the mam road, that an 
officer met Napoleon with the disastrous news The 
emperor striking the earth with his baton, raised his 
eyes with an expression of fury towards heaven, and 
exclaimed, “ It is then written there, that henceforth 
every step shall be a fault 

In the mean while, marshal Oudinot, ignorant of 
what had happened, and already on his march towards 
Minsk, stopped on the 2l8t between Bobr and 
Krowpki, when general Brownikowski came to him 
m the nuddle of the night, to announce his oivn. 
defeat and that of Dombrowski, the taking of Bon- 
zof and the close pursuit of the Russians 

On the 22nd, the marshal marched to meet them, 
and rallied the remnant of Dombrowski’s troops On 
the 2Srd, three leagues before reaching Borizof, he 
encountered the Russian advanced guard, which he 
repulsed, took rune hundred men, fifteen hundred 
carnages, and drove them back by means of his artil- 
lery and of the bayonet as far as the Berezina , but 
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tbe remnant of Lombert i tnxjpi in repanmg Boritof 
and this rircr dettroyed the bridge* 

Napoleon waa then at Toloczma he made aome of 
hi* officer! explain to him the poaition of Boriiof. 
They asrnred him, that the Dcmma wo* at that point 
not merely a nrer but a lake of moring ice that it* 
bridge wo* three hundred toue* in length, that it was 
irreparably deitrojrd and the pamgo henceforth 
impracticable 

At thb nxrment a general of engineer* orrired bo 
wujast returned from thedoke of Bellnno* corpa 
Napoleon interrogated him the general declared 
that he raw no hope of etcape bat by forcing a 
pat*age throagh the army of Wttgenjteia. TTio 
emperor repeated thatheara* determined to dbcOTct 
a Ibte of march in vhich he ihould torn hM back on 
ere ry one on Kutu*of on Wlttgewteln, cm Tchiteha 
kof He pointed vith hb &&ger on tbe map to the 
exmrse of the Bercxina below Boiixof tbe point at 
which be wished to croj* the nrer The general 
mentioned as an obJecUon the pretence of Tchltcbakof 
on its right bank the emperor then pointed out ano- 
ther line of pottage below tbe Grtt then a third itiU 
nearer to the Dnieper Then teeing that he thoold 
approach the country of the Cotuck* he stopped and 
exciilroed, “Ah yet* Poltowa’ Like Chtrle* the 
Twelfth r* In truth erery miifortune that JSapoleon 
conld possibly anticipate had already befallen him, 
and the tad coincidence between hb lituatioD and that 
of the Stredbh conqueror threw him Into such an agl 
tatloD of tpirit that hi* health was erm more shsVen 
than at ^Ulo•IarolUTetI. Among the word* which 
he then •aff red to e^capo him, ihete were remarked 
“Thofit ii when one heap Caoll uponftBlll'^ 

Thrte first burst* of ctnotlon were, howerer, llie 
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only ones w Inch he suffered to escape him , and the 
vahl-de-chamhrc who attended him was the onlj per- 
son who ^vltnessed his agitation Duroc, Daru, and 
Berthier declared “that they v\ere ignorant of it, that 
to them he appeared immovable " And so, in fact, 
he w’as as compared nnth the rest of mankind , for he 
remained sufticicntly master of himself to conceal his 
anxiety, and the utmost strength of the mmd of man, 
rarely suffices to do more than hide his weakness ! 

A conversation worthy of remark, nhich passed 
that night, Will show how critical his situation was, 
and how he supported it Tlie night nas far ad 
vanced, and Napoleon had retired to bed , Duroc and 
Daru staid in his chamber, and, believing their chief to 
be asleep, in a low \oice, gave ^ ent to the most gloomy 
forebodings , he heard them, how'ever, and the words 
“ prisoner of state” striking his ear, “ What ex- 
claimed he, “ do you bebeve they would dare ?” Daru 
was taken by surpnse, but, soon recovering himself, 
answered, “ That if they were forced to surrender 
they must expect the worst , that he had little de- 
pendance on the generosity of an enemy j they well 
loiew that state policy erected its own standard of 
morals, and was bound by no law ” “ But France *” 
replied the emperor, “ what will she say “ Ah, as 
for France,” continued Daru, “ we might make a 
thousand conjectures more or less distressing , but we 
can none of us tell what would happen there ” 

He then added, “ that for the prmcipal officers, as 
well as for the emperor himself, it would be happy if, 
through the air, or any other medium, since the pas- 
sage of the earth seemed shut against them, the em- 
peror could reach France, where he might save them 
much more certainly than he could by remaining 
with them.” “ I only embarrass you then,” replied 
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the e m p ero r imnmg Yes •ire.” “ Aod you do 
not Trish then, to be a prisoner of state f Dam re- 
plied in the same strain “ that It tronid be quite 
enough for him to bo a prisoner of war Upon 
irhich the emperor remained tome time tQent when 
he ashed in a more tenons tone. If all the reports 
of his ndnlsteri trerebamed f ” Sire until now you 
TToold not permit It.” Well he replied go and 
destroy them for it must be aclcnowledged, we are 
in a calamitofii sitoatlon ' 

Thn was the the sole arowal of the hind which his 
misfortunes extorted from hhn and with this confes 
alon on bis lips he felt asleep haring the power 
when necessary of deferring ertry thing to the mor- 
row 

HU orders were characterized by the same firmness 
Oudlflot came to announce to him his resolstbn of 
repulsing Lambert, which he approred ) and urged 
him to mthe himself master of a passage over the 
Tirer either abore or below Borizof lie wished that 
by the E-tth the choice of this passage should be made 
the preparations begun, and that be might he made 
acquainted with It in order that be might adapt bis 
line of march to It- Far from attempting to escape 
from the three hoitile annles by which he was tor 
rounded he thoogbt only of conquering Tchitchakof 
and retaking bimsk 

It is true that eight hours after in a second letter 
to the duke of Kegglo, be consented to pass the 
Bereiina near Veselowo, and to retire dire^y upon 
Atnina, by ^ iteUca, thus aroiding the lluufan ad 
mlral 

On the S4th howerer, be learned that the only 
point at which he could attempt lhl» passage was In 
the neighbourhood of Stadzianka, where lie rirer was 
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fifty-four toises wide, and six feet deep , and the land- 
ing-place on the other side in a marsh, under the fire 
of a commanding position strongly occupied by the 
enemy. 


CHAPTER III 

The hope then of passing between the Russian armies 
was lost , and driven as we were by those of Kutusof 
and of Wittgenstein upon the Berezina, it became 
necessary to cross this river, in spite of the army of 
Tchitchahof, which was posted along its bank 

From the 23rd, Napoleon prepared for this as for 
a desperate action His first step was to collect al 
the eagles of the different corps, and to bum them. 
He formed eighteen hundred of his dismounted guard, 
of whom eleven hundred and fifty-four were armed 
with muskets and carbines, mto two battalions 

The destruction of the cavalry of the aimy of Mos- 
cow was so tremendous, that Latour-Maubourg had 
only one hundred and fifty horsemen remaining The 
emperor assembled around him all the ofl&cers of that 
service, who weie still mounted. He called this troop 
of about five hundred gentlemen, his sacred squadron 
Grouchy and Sebastiam had the command of it 
Generals of division served in it as captains 

Napoleon also ordered, that all the useless car- 
nages should be burnt, that no officer should keep 
more than one, that half of the forges and of the 
carnages of every descnption belongmg to all the 
corps should be burnt, and the horses be given to the 
artillery of the guard The officers of this service 
Avere ordered to seize all the draught-horses withm 
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th«lf TtEch, ertn thoia belonging to the f n i per or nther 
tbtn altaodoii a casocm or a caason. 

He ti>en plnnged precipitately Into tbs dark and 
botmdleu £bre«t of Minskt In which a few epots had 
been cleared for itnall rtUagea and miaemhle hahha 
tbna. Itrefonnded with the reportof Wittgenatcin a 
artillery He came down troin the north accompanied 
by the winter which teemed to hare quitted trt with 
Kntotof opon the dank of oar feeble expiring’ cohsBS. 
Thb threatening toood hastened onr steps. Forty or 
fifty thooaand men^ wocnra> and childre&, pasted 
throQgfa the wood with as nmch prec ip itation at 
their weakness and the allppcrineaa of the g ro tmd 
would permit. 

Theee forced marchet, which began befort the 
break of day and dM not end with ita close dii 
perted all those who had remained together They 
lost themtelre* in the twofold darkness of the rast 
forests and the long nights They baited in the eren 
leg they set out in the nomlsg in the dark^ at ran 
dom, and without hcarii^ the signal the mnnanta of 
the corps thus became completely duorganlxcd all 
were mixed and coofiKmdetL 

In this last stage of weakersf and coafusVm as wt 
approached DorizoC, load sboeU were beard before 
nt SooM ran forward hcllering that we were abont 
to be attacked. It was the army of Metor wblrh bad 
been tardily porsued by AiTttgewteln op to the right 
aide of our route They were waiting Ibr Napoleon. 
They were still unbroken In nnrabers and In spirits 
and at the alght of their emperor they broka forth 
into the customary acclamations now so long (or 
gotten. 

They were ignorant of our duasterr which had 
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been carefully concealed, even frona their leaders 
T^Tien, instead of the grand column vhich was to 
atchieve the conquest of Moscow, they perceived behind 
Napoleon only a hand of spectres covered vnth 
lags, women’s pelisses, bits of carpet, or Avith dirty 
cloaks scorched and burnt by the fiio of the bivouacs, 
and until feet wrapped m the most wretched tatters, 
they were struck until consternation They looked 
■with affright upon the miserable and emaciated sol- 
diers, u hose harassed and squalid faces were covered 
unth hideous beards, who were unarmed, marching 
unthout shame and without order, hanging their heads, 
and fixing their eyes on the earth in silence “like a 
t oop of captives. 

But what most astonished them, was the sight of so 
many straggling and isolated field-officers, who ap- 
peared to be occupied only m securing the remnant of 
their property, or providmg for their personal safety 
They marched indiscriminately with the soldiers, 
uho seemed not to see them, they had no orders to 
give, no obedience to expect , all ties were broken, 
all distinctions of rank obliterated by the common 
misery 

The soldiers of Victor and of Oudinot could not 
believe their eyes Their officers shed tears of com- 
passion over those of their comrades whom they 
recognised m the crowd After sharing -with them 
their food and their clothing, they inquired, “ 'Where 
was the body of the army? “When it was pointed out to 
them, and, instead of so many thousands of men, they 
beheld only a small band of officers and subaltern 
officers around their chief, their eyes still wandered in 
search of the remainder 

So disastrous a sight had an immediate effect on the 
discipline and firmness of the 2nd and 9th corps 

VoL II - ' 2a 
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InsobordmatioD, of all erib tbe luott contagloiu^ 
rapidly tprcad for it aeemi ai if order irerc n per 
petnol etniggle tgQiMt natnre 

And yet the nnanDed the dying even though they 
were not ignorant that they most make their way 
acron a nrer and throogh a new enemy atill doahted 
not of nctory 

It was, indeed hirt theehadeof an amy hntitwaa 
the ahade of the grand army It felt hielf conqnered 
by tmtnre alone The eight of their emperor reldi> 
died their courage They bad for a long time accns 
touted themselrei to look to him not for life bat for 
rictory 

Thb wat tbetr drat anfortunate campaign; and ao 
many bad been fortunate 1 AH that waa wanted waa 
ftreogth to follow him be alone who had raUed bU 
aoldlera to nch a height, and precipitated them lo 
low coald rare them He waa itiH in the midst of 
hU array Ifle hope in the heart of man. 

And thu^ •arroande»l by men who reigbt hare re* 
preached hnn wiUi their lafferiog? be marched with 
out fear speaking to them all withoat re^raint or 
affectatiou In fall confidence that their respect for 
him would endure os long as their respect for glory 
lie knew well that he belooced lo us as roach as we 
belonged to him tod that hh renown was the pro- 
perty of the ration Eeery man would ralber hare 
turned hb arms against hhnself which Indeed many 
dW It was the Ic s solctde of the two 

Some crawled to fall and die at his feet and eren 
lo the raelnj,* of delirium they imj lotrd, but netcr 
rrproi hed In fart IhI hr not take j>art in the com 
rcon darger ? Of all of as who ri Vrd su much aihe 
did? WTio lost th rno't by rfirdlatrrs? 

If there were any imptecau i they srerr no* Irani 
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■when he was present Of all our misfortunes, the 
greatest was still that of displeasing him ; so invete- 
rate were our confidence in, and submission to, the 
man who had made the world submit to us , whose 
genius, till now always victorious, always infallible, 
had taken the place of our ovm free ■will, and who had 
so long dispensed not only pensions and distmctions, 
but reputation, that he had had where^withal to satisfy 
the aspirations of the generous as well as the cra^mgs 
of the covetous 


CHAPTER IV. 

We were no^w approaching the most ciitical moment , 
Victor was on our lear, with fifteen thousand men, 
and Oudmot in advance, and already on the Berezina 
with five thousand , the emperor was midway between 
them with seven thousand effective men, forty thou- 
sand stragglers, and an enormous mass of baggage 
and artillery belonging, for the most part, to the 2nd 
and 9 th corps 

On the 25th, some hesitation was perceptible m liis 
march just as he was on the point of reaching the 
Berezina He stopped on the high road every minute, 
waitmg for night to conceal his arrival from the 
enemy, and to give time to the duke of Reggio to eva- 
cifate Bonzof 

On entering this town, on the 23^rd, that marsha. 
had found a bridge of three hundred toises m length, 
broken m three places The presence of the enemy 
made it impossible to repair it He had learned that 
on descending the river for two miles on his left he 
would find a ford near Oukoholda, but it was deep and 

2 A 2 
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uu&fe« A mile abore Borizof SUdhof maHced tiK>> 
tlier ford that wa* hardly practicable For two dty« 
he had koown that Stodzlaoka two leagaes abore 
Stadhofr a third point at which the rirer was 
ptuaable 

This information he owed to Corbineau ■ brigade 
the tame that de Vi rede bad separated from the end 
corps near Smollan. That Bavarian general had kept 
it as far as Dokszltzi w|iere he had sent it back again 
to the end corps by way of BoruoC 

Corbioean found Tchltchakof master of that towm 
Being forced to make a retrograde movement along 
the Berezina he hidden himself in the forest on 
Its banks. He could not discover any point at which 
to pan the river when he perceived a Uthnanian pea 
sant whose bone appeared as If be bad jost come out 
of the rirer being stilt wet TTe had seized this man 
compelled him to act as guide and had pnaied the 
nrer behind hlOf at a ford Immediately opposite to 
Studzianka. lie afterwards regained Oudinot and 
showed him thb way of escape 

As It was Napoleon c loteotion to retire Immedl 
ately upon '^^^laa, the manhal soon discovered thst 
this passage was both the nx>^t direct and the least 
dangerous It had been recDanoitrcd and even If 
the infantry and artillery should be too much pre^ied 
by Kututof and ^^'ittgenfteIn sad should not hire 
time to cro*s the river by the bridges It was certain 
that there was at least, a tried ford which the em 
peror and the cavalry coohl pass } that thus all wduld 
not be lost in xwace as well as In war at would be 
tne case If Nipoleon remained In the power of the 
enemy 

Accordingly the manhal did not hesitate From 
the night of the t3rd, the general of artillery a com 
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pfiny of pontonici-^, a regiment of infantr\, and 
Corbinenu’s brigade, occupied Stud7ianbn At the 
same time, the two other pa'isnges were reconnoitred. 
All of them were found closcl} watched The ques- 
tion then was how to dcccne and to dislodge the ene- 
my , nothing could be done by force, he therefore 
resorted to stratagem. Three hundred men, and some 
liundreds of stragglers, were sent on tlic 21th towards 
Oukoholda, with instructions to collect, with the 
greatest possible noise, all the materials necessarj' for 
the construction of a bridge Thcdnision of cuiras- 
siers also defiled with great parade on the same side, 
in sight of the enemy 

Besides this, Lorence, gencral-in-chicf of the etat- 
major, ordered several Jews to be brought to him , he 
interrogated them wath an affected ignorance about 
the ford, and the load leading from thence to JMinsk. 
Tlien, appearing perfectly satisfied with their answers, 
and pretending to be conyinced that there was no 
better passage, he engaged some of these traitors as 
guides, and had the others conducted beyond our out- 
posts But to make sure that these men would not 
keep their word, he made them swear that they would 
meet us again in the direction of Lower Berezina, to 
inform us of the movements of the enemy 

Whilst we thus drew the whole attention of Tchit- 
chakof to our left, we secretly made preparations 
at Studzianka for crossing the nver Eble did not 
arrive till five on the evening of the 25th, and was 
followed only by tw'O field-forges, two w'aggons of 
coals, SIX chests of tools and nails, and a few compa- 
nies of pontomers At Smolensk, he had made every 
man take with him a tool and several clamps But the 
piles which had been formed the preceding evening of 
the beams of the Polish huts, were found too weak. It 

2a S 
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ma neceitaiy to begin tho wort tgaln. It now be- 
came impomble to £DUb tbe bndge danng the night 
h cotild ool^ he completed danng the day of tbe Sdth 
and noder the enemy a fire Bat there waa no time 
for heiitation 

As toon ai thb deciaire night cloaed In Oadinot 
resigned to Napoleon the occopatlon of Bonrof ; and 
toot np hb position with the reit of hU corps at 
Stadzianha. They marched In perfect darknets and 
withoDt ooiie tho men mutoally exhorted each other 
to keep (he most profotmd ailence. 

At eight o clock In the eTening Ondinot and Dorn- 
farowaki took poneaiion of the heights which com 
manded the postage at the aame time that Ehid qolttrd 
them. That geoerul posted himself on tbe edge of the 
rirer with bit pootoolera and a caisson full of 
iron from the wheels of deserted carTiagcs> ont of 
which with great risk and difficulty he bad forged 
cramp-irons They had aacrificed every thing to pre 
lerre this apparently ttnaU rcsoarce It sored the 
army 

At tbe close of tho nlglit of the £3tb he drove the 
first pile Into the moddy bed of tbe rirer But to com 
plete our miifortnnet the waters had risen and bad 
obliterated the ford Incredible exertions were re- 
quired— our nnfortunate pontonlers were obliged to 
stand op to their neeks in arater and to itreggle 
Bgaimt the manes of Icewbleb the stream drove akmg 
hlany peri hrd from cold or sunk nnder the flakes of 
Ice which were drifted by a violent wind 

They 1 ad every thing to ore rcomo except the enemy 
The ml I was juit at that point which rendered the 
CTOsiiDg of the nver most difflcnll without arreiting 
its course or consolidatirg the moving ground ojon 
sriuch we hid to tread t/nder these circumstinces 
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the elements appeared more hostile tons than the Rus- 
sians Tlieir climate did its part, if they hud done 
theirs Tlie French Morked all night by the light of 
the enemy’s fires, which gleamed on the heights on the 
other side of the river, within the range of the 
guns and of the musketry of the dnisionof Tchap- 
lit7, who sent to inform his general -in-chief of our 
operations, the object of which lie could no longer 
doubt 


CHAPTER V. 

The presence of a dn ision of the enemy took from 
ns all hope of having deceived the Russian admiral 
We expected every moment to hear all his artillery 
open upon our artificers, and even though our labours 
should remain 'undiscovered until daylight, the work 
could not be sufficiently advanced to make it of any 
use , the nver on the opposite side W'as low, and so 
entirely commanded by the position Tchaplitz had 
taken up, that it was impossible for us to force a 
passage Napoleon therefore set out from Borizof, 
at ten o’clock at night, in the full expectation of en- 
countering a desperate shock He established him- 
self with the SIX thousand four hundred guards who 
remained wdth him at Staroi-Bonzof, in a house be- 
longing to prince Radziwil, on the right of the road 
from Borizof to Studzianka, and at an equal distance 
from these two points 

He passed the remainder of this decisive night 
without retiring to rest, going out every moment to 
listen or to inspect the passage where his fate was to 
be decided So tediously did the night W'ear aw’ay 
under the pressure of his intense anxiety, that lie 
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thottght emy honr broaght vith it the approach of 
and was with dJScolCT’ conrinced of hia mlttahe 

The darlmen tu acarceij' dlasipatedf when he 
joined Oadlnot The prcMoce of danger calmed him; 
u wu alirapt the cue. fiat at the tight of the Rus* 
tian fires Trhlc^ marked their poeUioitf bla most deter* 
mined generals sadi u Rapp, Mortier andlSej’ ex 
claimed. That if the emperor escaped from the perih 
which now rarToanded him they mast Indeed beliere 
In his protecting star ** Ercn Marat confessed that 
h WHS time to rellnqaUh the thoogbt of erery thing 
hot of faring the emperor tho means of whidi were 
proposed by some Poles 

The emperor waited for day In one of the booses by 
theiirer ^de, on a steep on which Oadlnot had planted 
his artillery Mont gained admittance and de 
dared to bU brother-b law that he looked open 
the passage as impracticable he pressed Kim to lare 
himself while it wu yet b fab power He told him 
that he might cross tbe Berezina some leagues obore 
Stndzlanka wlthoat danger; in fire days he would 
he b "WTlna thit lotnebraro and deroled Poles who 
knew all the roods ofi’ered tbeanelres u fals eonduc* 
tors ; and pledged theraselres for hli safety ^ 

Napoleon rejected this with ditdab u a proposal 
fora shtmefai and cowardly fiight be was indignant 
that any one aboold hare dared to hellere him capable 
of deserting hb army b the moment of danger lie 
showed DO dlsplcasore howerer agabit ^lurat either 
becatr<e that prince bad thos offered bim an opporta 
nity of diiplaying bit firmness or becaase be taw In 
Hs propoMribn a strata proof of Ms deroflon to h/i 
person— o quality abore oJl othen nloable end meri- 
torious b the eyes of sorerelgns Day now dawnrd 
and the Russian fires gradaally grew paleri asd at 
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length disappeared Our troops toot their arms, the 
artillery-men ranged themselves by their guns, the 
generals watched the enemy’s movements — all stood 
in the, silence of mtense expectation and impending 
danger, with their eyes rivetted to the opposite bank 
From the preceding evening every stroke of our pon- 
toniers, resounding along the woody heights, must 
have drawn the attention of the enemy The dawn 
of the 26th exhibited to us his battalions and artil- 
lery ranged before the weak scaffolding which Ebl6 
still wanted eight hours to complete 

We did not doubt but that they waited only for day, 
to direct their fire with greater certamty It appeared • 
we saw the fires abandoned, the bank deserted, and 
on the heights thirty pieces of artillery in retreat 
A Single shot from his guns would have been sufficient 
to anmhilate the slight boarding thrown from bank to 
bank, on which our safety depended , but his artillery 
fell back, in proportion as ours assumed a defensive 
attitude Faither off we perceived the rear of a long 
column filing off towards Borizof, Without looking be- 
hind them, a regiment of infantry and twelve field- 
pieces remamed m front of us, but without taking up 
any position , and we saw a horde of Cossacks hovering 
on the skirts of the wood They were the rear-guard 
of Tchaplitz’s division, six thousand strong, which 
thus retired, as if to leave us a free passage ' 

The French scarcely dared to believe their eyes 
But, at length, they clapped their hands, and shouted 
with joy Rapp and Oudinot precipitately entered the 
apartment of the emperor , “ Sire,” they exclaimed, 
“ the enemy has raised his camp, and abandoned his 
station “ It IS impossible' ” replied the emperor the 
news was, however, soon confirmed by Ney and 
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Marat. Nipoleon darted from hu bead-qaarten, be 
looked ti>d ttTT tbe last files of TcbapUtx s cohmm' 
retire and disappear iQ tbe m>odL In a transport of 
)oy be wTr lalnipd, u j have deceired tbe admiral I 

At this momentf two of the enemy'* field pieces 
reappeared and fired. An order was given to drive 
them back by retnming their fij^ A single shot war 
tnificlent this impradeoce was toon checked for fear 
of calling baclcTdiaplltXj as the bridge was scarcely 
begun it was eight o clock, and they were only dnr 
ing the first pilea. 

Bnt the emperor impatient to take possession of 
the other cde of tbe nrer pointed it oat to the 
brsTMt of hit officers. Jacqueminot \idfr^fr*canip to 
the dake of Reggio, and the Idthoanian cocnt Pred 
nuhed fbreooat into the water and In spite of 
the lee> which cut and woooded the chests and flanks 
of their horses, they gained tbe opposite ground. 
They were followed by Board chief of a squadron 
and fifty chasseari of the 7th carrying eome light 
infantry men behind them, and by tiro slight rafts, 
whldi transported four hondred men making the pas 
sage twenty thnea. 

Ihe emperor was desirmis of taking a prisoner 
that he might question bun. Jacqueminot, baring 
heard Kim express this wish was scarcely out of the 
water when he nahed on one of Tchaplitx*s soldiers 
attacked him, disarmed him, seized him and placing 
him on the bow of the saddle carried him ecroti the 
ice and the water to Napoleon. 

In about an hour tbe bank was cleared of tbe Cos« 
sacks and tbe bridge for tbe Infantry finabed 
Legrand s dWsion crowed It rapidly with its srllUery 
amid shoots of Fnv t£mpereur "* and under tbe eye 
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of their sovereign, who himself assisted m the passage 
of the artillery by the powerful encouragement of his 
words and his example 

On reaching the opposite shore, he exclaimed, “ My 
star then still reigns for he had the belief in fatal- 
ism common to all conquerors Men in their situa- 
tion, having had the longest account with fortune, best 
know how much they owe to her ; and, oonscious of 
no intermediate power between themselves and hea- 
ven, they feel themselves more directly under its 
influence 


.CHAPTER VI 

At this juncture, a Lithuanian nobleman, disguised 
as a peasant, arrived at Wilna, with the intelligence 
of Schwartzenberg’s victory over Sacken 

Napoleon loudly proclaimed this success , adding 
that “ Schwartzenberg had returned mstantly on 
TchitchakoPs traces, and that he was hastening to 
our assistance ” A conjecture, which the disappear- 
ance of Tchaplitz made very probable 

However, the first bridge, which was just finished, 
had been constructed only for the use of infeintry , a 
second, a hundred toises higher up, for the artillery 
and the baggage, was immediately begun. ^ It was not 
fimshed till four o’clock m the evening At the same 
time, the remainder of the 2nd corps, and Dombiow- 
ski’s division, followed general Legrand and the duke 
of Reggio They were nearly seven thousand men 
The first care of the marshal was to make himself 
certain of the road to Zembin, which he did by a de- 
tachment which dislodged some Cossacks , and in 
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the next pUce to posh the enem^ upon Bcrlzoft and 
to keep bun in check* aa far ai poMible from th( 
paaaage of Stodrianka. 

TcbapliUperaerered in hia obedience to the adcd 
nl* as for ai Stakbowa* aTiUage In the neighbonrbood 
ofBoTizc£ He then Tetomed and made bead agalnal 
Ondinot a adTancod troopa commanded by Albert 
Both partiea halted* The French finding themielvei 
at a anffident dJjtance* only msbed to gam tune and 
the Rnanan general waited for orderi 

Tchltcbakof foond hlmaelf in one of thoae difilcnlt 
■Itnatlona, in which the mind wandera orer many 
pointa at once, oncertaln which to prefer and haa no 
sooner dedded and fixed itaclf upon one, than tome 
new conaideralion noaettlea and inclinea It towards 
another 

HU march from hllnak on BorUof In throe colamna, 
not only by the high road bnt by the roads of Anto* 
nopolia, Logaiak, and 2^embui, abowed that hia whole 
attention was at first dii^ected to that part of the Bere 
ilna abate Borlrot ’When, afterwards hU left waa 
ftrengtbened he thought only of the weakness of 
hU right, and all bia amdety was directed to that 
quarter 

The error which led hhn into thU wr on g direction 
had many other sources. Kutusofs instrucfiona 
made him especially responsible for this point. Hoer- 
tel who commanded twelre thousand men near 
Bobruisk, refused to leare hU cantonments to follow 
Dombrowald, and to defend thU part of the river ha 
alleged the danger of a disease among bii horses a 
pretext anbeard of finprobable, but true sod which 
Tchltcbakof bhnseU afterwards confirmed. 

The admiral adds, that aome IntelUgeoce given by 
V'ittgenstcln drew bis attention stUi more anxiously 
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towards lo'ner Berc7ina, as did al^o tlic natural suppo- 
sition that the presence of that general on the iiglit 
flank of the mam body of the army, and above Bori- 
zof, vould dm e Napoleon below tin's town 

The recollection of Charles XII, and the thought 
of Davoust, at Berezino, might also have influenced 
him By following this direction, Napoleon would 
not only avoid Wittgenstein, but would retake 
Minsk, and join Sebwartzenberg This might also 
be a consideration for Tchitchakof, who was the 
conqueror of Minsk, and the especial adversar)' of 
Schwartzenberg Lastly, and above all, the false 
demonstrations of Oudinot towards Ucholoda, and, in 
all probabihtv, the report of the Jews determined 
him 

The admiral, thus completely deceived, resolved on 
the evening of the 25th to descend the Berezina, 
at the same moment that Napoleon hud determined 
to ascend it It seemed as if the French emperor had 
prompted the enemy’s resolution, fixed the very hour 
of its adoption, the precise instant, and all the details 
of its execution Both left Bonzof at the same mo- 
ment, Napoleon for Studzianka, and Tchitchakof for 
Szabaszaiviczy, thuS turning their backs on each 
other as if by mutual consent The admiral recalled 
all the troops he had posted above Bonzof, with the 
exception of a small corps of observation, and did 
not even give orders for the breaking up of the 
roads 

Yet it was not more than five or six leagues fiom 
Szabaszawnezy to the passage which w'as preparing. 
From the morning of the 26th, he would inevi- 
tably have been informed of it The bridge of 
Bonzof was not three hours’ march from the point 
of attack He had left fifteen thousand men be- 
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ibre tlili bridg® lie mlgM then retain in to 

this point rejoin TclLaphtx at Btackowa^ and on 
the fame day eren attackf or at leaat prepare to 
attack, and the next dar the S7th witirhis eighteen 
thcraiaod men defeat the ecren tbonaand aoldiert of 
Ondinot and Dombrotrski in thort retake in fight 
of the emperor and of Studcanka, the pocitlon 
rrluch TchapUtx had qnttted the preceding erening 

Bat great faulti are aeldoxn promptly repaired 
whether it be that we at first delade oonelTea into 
doobting whether they are really committed, and can 
only be hitmght to confeat them by perfect conTie 
tlon, or whether in the agitation and distmat they 
occtikm, we heeltate and want to rely on the adrlce 
and aniatanca of othen 

The admiral thni lost the remainder of the fieth 
ind the whole of the 87th, in connlutiaD* in feeling 
his way and In preparations The pr e s e nce of 
poleon and of the midn army whose weakness it was 
difficult for him to ctmceive or appreciate, dazzled 
him He saw the emperor ereiywhere before him 
on hla right, on account of the feint he made of 
pasaing the rirer ; In front of hla centre at Borbof 
becaoae in &ct our whole army emrlng in succes 
■ire detachments In that town filled it with battle 
and lastly at Studnanka, in front of hn left, where 
the omperoT reaDy was 

On the 97th he was still so potseased by thb 
error that he recoimoHred and attacked Borlzof 
With hla chatseors who poaaed over the beama of the 
bridge, which had been burned and who were re 
pulsed by the eoldleca of Partoones^ • diriilon. 

On the tame day whilst TcHtchtkof was thus 
feeling hb way Napoleon with about tlx tbotaand 
of the guards and Ney • c or ps now redneed to lU 
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hundred men, passed the Berezina about two o’clock 
m the afternoon , he posted liimself in Oudinot’s 
reserve, and guarded the entinnce to the bndges 
against any further attempts on the part of Tchit- 
chakof 

A crowd of stragglers and baggage had preceded 
hmi * many of the soldiers followed him across the 
river whilst daylight lasted Victor’s division, at the 
same time, took up the position the guard had quitted 
on the heights of Studzianka. 


CHAPTER VII. 

Up to this time our retreat went on well. But Victor 
dn his way through Borizof, left Partouneaux and his 
division, with orders to keep the enemy in the rear of 
the town, to drive onward the numerous stragglers 
who had taken shelter there, and to rqom him before 
the end of the day Partouneaux now for the first 
time saw the disorder which prevailed in the main 
body of the army He endeavoured, as Davoust had 
done at the beginnmg of the retreat, to conceal the 
traces of this confusion from Kutusofs Cossacks, who 
were in his rear This Vain attempt, the attacks of 
Platof by the high road from Orcha, and those of 
Tchitchakof by the burnt bridge of Bonzof, detained 
him in the town till the close of the day. He was 
just preparing to quit it when he received the em- 
peror’s express orders to lemain through the night 
Napoleon, doubtless, thought that he should thus fix 
the attention of three Russian generals upon Bonzof, 
and that while Partouneaux detained them on that 
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point he ibcraid h^re thne to effect hU passage. But 
^VJttgonstem t^ad left Platof to follow the French 
fnnj Along the high rctad« and had himself ^ken a 
dhre^on more to the right. 

He arrirad the same errenmg on the heights ahore 
the Berexina, between Borixof and Stndxianka, cnt off 
the commnnlcation between these two points and took 
posaesiion of all be found there Paitonneaiix soon 
discorered) hy the tide of etrsgglen which rolled bach 
towards him, that he was separated from the rest of 
the army He did not hesitate Tbonghhe had only 
three pieces of artillery and three thousand five hnn 
died soldiers, he Instantly retolTed on cutting his way 
through the ezwmy made the necessary dispositions, 
and set oat on his march. 

He had to adranee along a tlippery road encmn 
bered with baggage and deaertera, is the teeth of a 
violent wind, and through a dark and a frosty night 
In A short time the fire of aereral thousand of the 
enemy's troops posted along the heights on his right, 
added to his for me r difficultlea. As long as the 
attack was directed only against bis side, he parsned 
his march but it was toon transferred to his front, by 
immeroot and well potted troops whote fire raked hit 
column f rom end to end. 

Tbb ill fated dirlsion was now engaged in a hoi 
low a long tram of five or six hnndred earriagea 
embarrassed all its movements seven tbousand be> 
wBdered stragglers, yelling with terror and despair 
rushed Into its feeble Unee. They broke the ranks 
threw the platoons into disorder and every moment 
infected fresh soldiers with their own panic. Partou 
neaux was compelled to fall back, that he might rally 
and take up a better position but on doing this be 
fell In with Fitters cavalry 
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Half of our men. Lad already fallen, and the fifteen 
hundred who remained saw themselves surrounded by 
three armies and a river. In this situation a trumpet 
was sent by Wittgenstein at the head of fifty thou- 
sand Russians to summon the Frencli to lay down 
their arms. Partouneaux rejected the summons. He 
called into the ranks all those stragglers who still had 
their arms , he wished to make a last effort, and to 
cut himself a bloody passage to the bridges of Stud- 
zianka , but these men, once so brave, seemed not to 
know the use of arms, so utterly were they degraded 
by suffering 

At the same time, the general of his advanced 
guard came to tell him that the bridges of Studziank^i 
were on fire ; an aide-de-camp, named Rochex, 
brought this intelligence, and declared that he saw 
them burning Partouneaux believed this false re- 
port, for misfortune is credulous of evil He gave 
lumself up as deserted, sacrificed , and as the night, the 
numerous obstacles, and the necessity of presenting a 
front to the enemy on three sides at once, separated 
his feeble brigades, he gave oiders to each of them to 
try to get off, under favour of the darkness, along 
the enemy’s flanks. He himself, with one of these 
brigades, reduced to foui hundred men, mounted the 
steep and wooded heights on the right, in the hope of 
crossmg Wittgenstein’s army, escaping from him, 
rejoimng Victor, or tummg the Berezma at its 
source 

But wherever he tried to pass, he encountered the 
enemy’s fire, and was obhged to turn back again , he 
wandered at random for several hours oyer plains of 
snow, through a funous hurncane At every step 
he saw his soldiers stricken by cold, extenuated by 
hunger and fatigue, falling half-dead into the hands 
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of tbe Rttstun CAT1J17 pumod tliem witBoot 
Ip ter mltan m or njercy TTil* nufijrtTmat® gcoertl ■tDl 
straggled igftiiut the heoTect, the enemy end hli own 
despair when he feh the esTth Itself fail heneoth 
his feet. Becdred by the snow he had got tipon the 
half formed ice of a lain, which now seemed ahont to 
awiUxjw him op— then only did ho yield, and lorrcn- 
der his arms 

While this catastrophe was accomplished, his three 
other brigades, became so thickly crowded together 
on the road, as to loea all power of mancBoWing 
They howerer held cat till the following day fii^ 
hy fighting and then by a parley at length they 
yielded In their tarn c ommo n mlsfortone resulted 
them to their general. 

Ont of all this di r ud on , only one battalio n escaped 
it had been left the last in Bonzof It marched ont 
of the town through the troop* of Flatof and Tehlt« 
chako^ who at that rery tune and place were effecting 
the junction between the arxole* of Moecow and of 
Moldarla. It leemed as if this battabon bcmg alone 
and separated from its dlTision, must be the first to 
fall yet it was that very circumstance which saved 
it. Long trains of b&ggtge-waggons and scattered 
•oldiers Bed towards Stndaankm in rarioui dlrecdont. 
Gamed along by one of these c row d s mistalcrng his 
way and leaving on hh right the road the army had 
taken, the commander of thH battalion gilded down 
to tbe banks of the river followed ell its windings, 
and favoured hy the combat in which hb less fbrtu 
nate comrades were eigsged by tbe darkness, and 
even by the difficulties of the ground he silently 
marched on escaped the enemy and brought Victor a 
confirmation of the loss of Partoanesax. 

When Napoleon beard this news, he excUimtd 
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■vvitli an expression of intense grief, “ When "we 
seemed to have been saved hy a miracle, must this 
defection happen to spoil all ?” The expression was 
improper, but it was wrung fiom him by acute dis- 
tress, eithei because he foresaw that Victor would 
not be able to hold out long enough on the morrow, 
or because he had made it a point of honour dunng 
the whole course of the retreat, to leave none but 
stragglers and no armed and organized body in the 
enemy’s hands. Partouneaux’s division was, in fact, 
the first and only one which laid down its arms 


CHAPTER VIII. 

Wittgenstein was encouraged by this success At 
the same time, two days spent in reconnoitnng and 
in feeling his way, the report of a prisoner, and the 
intelligence of the retaking of Borizof by Platof, had 
enbghteued Tchitchakof as to the true state of affairs 

Prom this time, the thrde Russian armies from the 
north, the east and the south felt that they were acting 
in concert The leaders now kept up a regular commu- 
mcation There was a mutual jealousy between 
Wittgenstein and Tchitchakof, but this was exceeded 
by their detestation of us , common hatred, and not 
friendship, was the bond of union between them. 
These generals were now prepared for a simultaneous 
attack upon the bridges of Studzianka on both sides of 
the river 

It was the 28 th of November , the main army had 
had two days and two mghts for their retreat, if 
they had improved this time the Russians would have 
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arrived too late. Bnt the French camp was m utter 
confdrioD and the two bridges were incomplete £6r 
want of matenala. Twice during the night of the 
SOthf that appropriated to the cacnages was brolcen, 
and the passage conseqaentlj retarded \fj seren 
hours it broke a third tide about four o clock on the 
afternoon of the STth. To add to the confoslon, the 
itragglers dispersed through the woods and surround 
ing vUlagei had not taken advantage of the hrst 
night, and on the STth at the daybreak all advanced 
together to cross the hri^^es at the tame time ThU 
was more especially the case when the gnards, whose 
morements regnlated those of the rest proceeded to 
OTtm. Their departure was the signal for the re 
maiiriar to rush together from all parts They 
crowded to the shore In an instant they formed a 
dense wide end confused mass of men horses and 
waggons besieging the narrow entrance tb the bridge 
before them. Ihe foremost, pushed onward by thote 
behiitd them, and driven hack by the pontoruers and 
the {piards, or stopped by the nver were crushed and 
trodden under foot or precipitated among the floating 
ice of the Berezina. From this immense and borrihl* 
crowd there arose one while an indistmct munnor 
at another a violent clamour mingled with groans 
and the most dreadful Imprecatioiu 

The efforts of Napoleon and his principal officers 
to save these bewildered men by reestablishing order 
among them were long fruitless. The coufosion was 
to great, that at about two o clock, when the emperor 
advanced to cross, it was necessary to open a passage 
for him by force One corps of the grenadieri of 
the guard and Latour-Manbcrarg were deterred by 
compassioo from cutting their way through these 
wretched beings. 
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TJio of Znmio*;Vi, pituntcd in tlic midnt of 

tlio wood*;, nl tlir di'-innco of a kng^tic from Studri- 
nnkn, formed tlie )miK.Tinl liond-quartcr-? Ebld Imd 
just fmi‘?)icd counling^ the c, images Mliirh coicrcd tho 
•>horo. He (old the emperor, “ (hat tlicre Mere more 
tlinn could cro^s in ‘ux days Ne}, who was present, 
exclaimed, “ that the\ must then he burnt immedi- 
ately ” But Berliner, prompted by the evil genius 
which presides in courts, opposed this. He assorted, 
“ that they Mere far from being reduced to this ex- 
tremity as \et ” 

Tlic emperor chose to bclicto him, both from n 
leaning towards (he opinion most flattering to him- 
self, and from consideration for so many, Mitli mIiosc 
misfortunes lie had to reproach himself, and mIioso 
food and small remaining property Mere contained in 
these camagcp 

During the night of the srth, the tumult Mas 
checked by a disorder of another kind The bndgen 
Mere entirely deserted; all the stragglers thronged 
back to the village of Studziankn. In an instant it 
was torn to pieces, it completely disappeared, and 
was converted into an infinity of bivouacs. Around 
these, hunger and cold nvetted these m retched suf- 
ferers It was impossible to tear them aM’ay Ano- 
ther night M'as therefore lost 

Meanwlule, Victor, inth six thousand men, de- 
fended them against IVittgenstein But at the first 
diawn of the 28th, M'hen they saw that marshal pre- 
panng for battle, M’hen they heard Wittgenstein’s 
camion thundering over their heads, and Tchitchakof s 
at the same tune growhng on the opposite hank, they 
all rose at once, ran domi the hill, and returned in a 
tumultuous mass to besiege the bridges. 

Their terror was well-founded. Many of these 
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luilia|ipy behigf w er e not destined to Bebold snotber 
dejr WBtgenstein and PlatoA vritb forty tbcmsand 
Rpwians of the army of the north and of the east^ 
attacked the heights of the left aide which Yletor 
defended whh only tlx thoosand men. 

At the same TchJtchekof, with his tw e nty - 
tertn thoosand Kotsisns of the army of the soothe had 
cotne upon Oafinot, Ney and Domhrowaki fro m 
Stackowi. 

These generals scarcely munhered eight thoosand 
men in their rankst which were supported by the old 
and young guard, then consisting of two thousand 
eight hundred bayonets pjaa hondred salires. 

The two Rctilan armies attempted to seize on the 
opposite entrances to the hndges at the tame moment 
together with all who had not been able to reach the 
othsriide of the marshes of the Zembin, Abore sixty 
thousand mm, well dothed well fed, and completely 
armed attacked eighteen thousand half nitked, HI 
armed, famished men, separated by a rirer surrounded 
by n'-TF*— Tid encumbered by more tKsn fift y thou- 
sand stragglers sick and wounded and by an enor- 
mous mass of baggage For two dayi the cold 
and misery were m Intense, that the old guard lost a 
third and the young guard one-half of their effectiro 
men. 

This drcumstance combined with the destruction 
of Fartouneaux’s dirisiaD e^ain the frightful reduc- 
tion In Victor’s corps DotrHUistandlng which that 
marshal kept Wlttgenstem in check during the 
whole of the 88th Tddtchakof was actually beaten 
Marshal Key and his eight thoosand Fren^ Swiss 
and Foies made head against twenty-seren thousand, 
Russians 

The admiral s attack mu slow and languid. His 
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guns swept the road, but lie had not courage to follow 
his own shot, and to penetrate througli the gap they 
made in our ranks. In front of his right, houever, 
the legion of the Vistula gave way before the attack 
of a strong column On this occasion, Oudinot, Dom- 
browski, and Albert were wounded. Claparede and 
Ivosikowski expcncnccd the same fate , anxiety and 
alarm became universal. But Key appeared, he 
darted through the whole of the woods upon the 
flank of the Russian column. Dourmerc, and his 
cavalr)’ who broke the column, took two thousand 
men, sabred the rest, and by this vigorous charge 
decided the combat, which was long doubtful. 

Tchitchakof, vanquished by Ney, was driven back 
upon Stackowa Most of the officers of the second 
corps were wounded, the smaller the number of 
troops the greater was the demand for individual ex- 
ertion, the greater the individual nsk. Many officers 
were seen to seize the muskets of their wounded sol- 
diers Among the losses that of the young Noailles, 
Berthier’s aide-de-camp, w^as remarked A ball stnick 
him dead He was one of those meritorious, but too 
ardent officers who are prodigal of their lives, and 
who seem sufficiently rewarded by being employed 

During the engagement, Napoleon remained with 
his guard as a reserve at Bnlow a, covering the en- 
trance to the two bridges, betv een the two battles 
which were going on, but nearest to that in which 
Victor was engaged That marshal, although attacked 
in a very perilous position and by a force quadruple 
his own, lost very httle ground The right of this 
mam body, which was mutilated by the loss of Par- 
touneaux’s division, rested on the river. It was sup- 
ported by one of the emperor’s batteries placed on the 
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other haiik. Hie front wu protected hf a rarlooT hu 
left ms Tmcorered untn p por t ed end lovt in the high 
plain of Stndiianka. 

'Wittgenstein djd not mahe hie fint attach bll ten 
o clock in the morning of the SSth across the road 
to Borizo^ and aloz^ the cociae of the Bererha, 
trhich he tried to ascend as high as our paSage but 
our right nriog stopped him and kept him for a long 
time in check ont of the reach of the bridgei He 
then deplojed and attacked the vhole of Ylctors 
fronts 'bat Trithoot soccesa. One of his adrancing 
cohmms tried to cross the rarine but irai attacked 
and cat oSl 

At lengthf aboak the middle of the daV the Hhs 
«Un general disconred hb own mperiority beat 
tacked oar left wing AO would now hare been lostt 
bat for the exertloos of Foamier and the intrepidity 
of Latoar hltnboarg who was crossing thcf bridges 
with his carahy He perceired the danger irnmedi 
ately freed tboat, and arretted the enei^i progress 
by a sangainary charge. 

N%ht came on before Wittgenstein s forty thch 
sand HaasiJcns hid socceeded m malHng any impfes- 
skm on the duke of Belhino s siz thousand He 
remained master of the heights of Stndrianka, and 
StiO prDtectmg the bridgeafrotdthe Russian bayonets, 
though he coaid not c o re r them from the artillery of 
their left wing 
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CHAPTER IX 

During tlic -n-hole of this day, the position of the 
ninth corps ivas rendered extiemely critical hy its 
having no other refuge than a frail and narrow bridge, 
the approaches to which were obstructed by stragglers 
and baggage waggons. As the battle became hotter, 
the disorder of these unfortunate people was increased 
by terror. They were alarmed by the first confused 
sounds of a serious engagement, then by the sight of 
the wounded who were brought olf the field, and lastly 
by the shot from the batteries on the left of the Rus- 
sians which fell among their tumultuous mass. They 
had alieady crow'ded upon each other, and this im- 
mense multitude heaped together pell-mell with 
horses and waggons on the bank formed a frightful 
clog upon our movements 

About the middle of the day the first shot from the 
enemy’s battenes fell amidst this chaotic mass This 
was the signal for universal desperation. Then, as in 
all extreme circumstances, men’s hearts were laid bare, 
and acts of the lowest infamy and of the sublimest 
heroism were exhibited- Some, with relentless fury, 
cut themselves a dreadful passage, sword in hand 
Others forced a still more cruel way for their carnages 
They drove them mercilessly over the crowd of wretch- 
ed beings whom they crushed in their course. With 
atrocious avarice they sacnficed their compantons in 
misfortune to the preservation of their baggage 
Others in a state of terror at once pitiable and dis- 
gusting wept, supplicated, and fell prostrate and 
powerless from fear Some, more especially among the 
•ick and wounded, were seen abandoning all struggles, 

Vox., n ''2 c 
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for life^retiruig from the crowd, end nttlng down apart 
in «1ra and otter hopeletmeea, with their glazed ejna 
fixed opon the tnow which waa ihortly to become their 
grave. 

Many of thoae who had nuhed foremoat into this 
desperate crowd xcdssed the bridge and tn«d to scale 
it from its sides almost all of them were thrown down 
into the rirer There were seen amid the ico*dahes 
mothers with their infants in their arms s tru ggling 
to raise them ehove the torrent in proportion as they 
felt themselves sinking some we r e already under 
water yet their stiffened arms were itiU outstretched 
with the rain attempt to save their children. 

To complete the confbalon and horror the bridge 
for the artiUery cracked and broke Thecolonmwhkh 
■wru in the act of crossing this narrow passage tried 
In rain to retreat. The crowd which pressed on foom 
behind, nncon^oos of the disaster deaf to the 
cnee of those before them, pushed forward and pre* 
dpitated them into the chasm into which they were 
soon thrown in their torn. 

The whole stream was at length diverted to the other 
bridge A number of large caissons, heavy carriages 
and field pieces fiocked to It from all parts. Urged 
on by their drivers, and carried rapidly down a frozen 
and mgged declivity through the thick of this mass 
of human beings, they crushed the unfortunate wretches 
who happened to be canght between them then 
meeting with a heary shock most of them were over 
turned with violence and knocked down all around 
them in their falL Whole ranks of men driven in 
desperate terror by these confiicting obstades got en- 
tangled with them, were thrown down and crushed by 
other ranks who rushed on to the same fate In fright 
ill and ceaseless succession. 
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Thus did the fearful torrent roll on, wave o\(r 
\vavc; — nothing iias heard but cries of rage, and 
agony, and despair. In this liornblc conflict, tliosc 
Mho Merc throMn down, trampled on and stifled, still 
struggled under the feet of their comrades M’hich they 
seized Mith their teeth and their nails They M’cre 
shaken off and trodden doMTi Mitliout mercy, as if 
they had been enemies Among them Mere Muves and 
mothers vainly calling, ivith screams of agony, on 
tlieir husbands and their children, from whom one 
instant had severed them for c\er They stretched 
out their arms to them, they supplicated to be allowed 
to pass, to rejoin those they had lost , but carried to 
and fro by the croMd, tossed among these human 
waves, they fell Mithout being even perceived Amid 
the fearful dm formed by the roar of a furious hurri- 
cane, the thunder of artillery, the whistling of the 
tempestuous ivind, the hissing of bullets, the bursting 
of shells, the shouts, groans, and frightful impreca- 
tions of fierce and despairing men, this tumultuous 
mass heard not the M'aihngs of the victims o^ er whom 
it rolled. 

The most fortunate gained the bridge, but not intli- 
out trampling on still breathing heaps of M'ounded, of 
women and children thrown doivn and half suffocated 
When at length they reached the narrow defile they 
thought themselves saved, but every moment a fallen 
horse, a broken or displaced plank stopped the whole 
bne 

There was also a morass just on the other side of 
the bndge,in M'hich a great many horses and carnages 
had stuck fast, and still farther embarrassed and re- 
tarded the passage In the column of desperate beings 
who crowded upon this solitary passage for escape, there 
now arose an infernal struggle , the weak, and those 
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«ho*e &oting was Lnaecurt, were poshed into the r l rar 
by the strong who, lost to erory thing bat the mere 
i ns ti n c t of self preseiratioc poshed fonoosly onwards 
to their end, without looking to the ught or left, and 
IndiBrerent to the carsea of rage and despair with 
which they were followed by their comradee or their 
officers, whom they sacrificed 

But In the mlibt of this aiokening spectacle there 
were tome mstances of the moat heroic hnmanlty and 
self derotion which deserre a more faithful and de- 
tailed deacnptKm than ia ailited to thla time or place 
Friratea and eren officers were seen harnessing them 
aelres to sledges to rescoe their tick and wounded 
comrades from this fatal bank. Farther on, apart &om 
the crowd were some soldiers stand in g calm and im- 
moreable. They were watching orer their dying offi 
cen who had comidtted themselres to their care and 
now conjured them in Tam to think only of their own 
safety they steadily refoaad, and rather than aban> 
don their commanders they trantpiilly waited fordeath 
or slavery 

Above the first passage just as the young Lanriiton 
had thrown himself into the nver that he might ex 
eoate hli sovereign s orders with greater despatch, a 
fraE boat, laden with a mother and her two children, 
overset among the ice^fiakes anartlllery manwhowas 
struggling among the rest to pus over the bridge saw 
the accident instantly forgetting himself, he threw 
himself into the nver and after great exertions suc> 
ceeded in saving one of the three snffiertirs. It wu 
the younger of two dtOdren { the unfortunate boy 
called on hit mother with cries of despair and the 
brave csmnonler was beard telling him u he carried 
him off in his arms, Not to cry that after taring 
him from the srater he would not abandon him upoo 
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land ; tliat lie Avould not let liira want, and that lie 
•nould be his fatlier” 

The night of the 2Sth increased all their miseries. 
The darkness did not rob the Russian cannon of their 
MCtuns. The course of the river, the black mass of 
men, horses and carriages, on the unn ersal blank of 
snow, the noise which arose from the crowd, all en- 
abled the enemy’s artillcrj—men to direct their fire. 

About nine o’clock in the evening, there vas a still 
farther aggravation of the distress and horror, when 
Victor commenced his retreat, and his divisions faced 
about, and opened a horrible breach in the mass of 
wretched beings whom they had liitherto defended. 
Nevertheless a rear-guard having been left at Stud- 
Eianka, the multitude, stupified by the cold, or deter- 
mined not to leave their baggage, refused to take ad- 
vantage of this last night to cross to the opposite bank 
In vam were the carriages set on fire, as the last means^ 
of tearing from them their unfortunate possessors. It 
was not until day, and when it was too late, that they 
could be brought back to the entrance of the bridge 
which they then besieged anew It was half-past eight 
in the morning when Ebl&, seeing the Russians ap- 
proaching, found it necessary instantly to set it on 
fire. 

*1116 calamity had arrived at its height. A great 
number of carriages, three waggons, several thou- 
sand men, and some few women and children were left 
on the enemy’s bank. They were seen wandering in 
desolate troops by the river side Some threw them- 
selves in to swim, others ventured on the pieces of 
ice which floated in the stream, there were even some 
who darted headlong into the flames of the bndge, 
which crumbled under their feet — burnt and frozen, at 
the same moment, they perished under opposite tor- 
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menti. Tbe dead bodiee of oil thoM Trbo had mads 
theae detperate attempti wen toon teen m floating 
hetpt drrren by tbe Ice^flakea agaioat tbe piera the 
remainder awaited tbe ctnmng np of tbe RnasUnt. 
Wittgenstein did not appear on tbe heights till an hour 
after the departnre of £b)€, and although be had 
earned none of the hoooora he reaped all tbe adran 
tages of Yictory 


CHAPTER X. 

WoiLST thii catastrophe was fulfilled tbe remains of 
tbe main army on tbe other bank* formed only a shape- 
less irregalar mass, whleh rolled confosedly off to- 
wards Zembtn The whole of tbe tnrronndlng conntry 
is a wooded plain of great extent, on which tbe 
waters creepl^ along with no decided corrent amid 
the varlons Indioations of tbe surface forraed a east 
morata The army trarersed this dreary tract by 
means of three rocoesfire bridges eacb three hundred 
toises in length \nth an amazement blended with both 
fear and joy 

The beginning of these magnificent bridges, bollt 
of resmoos pine, was only a few wents distant from 
oar passage over the rirer Tcbapbti had occnpled 
tbemfor serentl days Some felled trees and heapsof 
faggots of a dry and combustible Idod of wood were 
lyic^ at tbe entrance to them as if to suggest to him 
what ho ought to do. A spark from tbe pipe of one 
bU Cossacks would almost hare been sufficient From 
that moment all our exertions, all oor sufferings in 
crossing the BereiinB would haro been rendered frolt 
IsJS. Entrapped between these marshes and the nter 
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pent up in a nairou space, A\itliout pro\isions, witliont 
shelter, cx])osed to nn insupportable Imrnenne, the 
army and its emperor would lm\c been compelled to 
yield wathout a contest 

In this desperate situation, inuhich the u hole power 
of France seemed to be at the mercy of Russia, in 
which e\crv circumstance was hostile to us, and fa- 
vourable to our nd\er'-arics, they did everything by 
halves Kutusof did not reach Kopis on the Dnieper 
till the daj on which Napoleon arrived on the Bere- 
zina ‘Wittgenstein sufTcrtd himself to be kept in 
check just as long as was neccssar)' for our safetj, 
Tchitchakof was beaten, and thus, out of eighty 
tliousand men, Napoleon succeeded in saving sixty 
thousand 

He had stav’ed up to the last moment on these dismal 
banks, near the ruins of Brilowa, without shelter, 
and at the head of his guard, a third part of wlioni 
had been destroyed bvtlic storm During the day the) 
remained under arms and in order of battle , at night 
they bivouacked in square around their chief, and 
these old grenadiers were incessantly occupied in 
making up their fires They were seen sitting on their 
knapsacks, wath their elbows on their knees, and their 
heads on their hands, dosing, thus doubled together 
that their limbs might impart some warmth to each 
other, and that they miglit be less tormented by the 
gnawing emptiness of their stomach 

During these three days and three nights, Napo- 
leon, vv'hose eye and w'hose thoughts seemed to wander 
from the midst of the faithful band m three directions 
at once, supported the second corps by his presence 
and by his orders, defended the ninth and the passage 
kcross the river by his artillery, and united his exer- 
tions to those of Eblo in saving as much as possible 



fi9£ HITTOIT or XArOLXOV^S 

&om tbe general wreck. Laatlj be duected tbeioarcb 
of tbe remnjmt of hli army in perron, towdi Zem* 
bin, wbltber pnnee Eogene bad preceded him. It wu 
obterred that be ordered bu manbalswbohadDOwlost 
all their men to take np pontlooB on tbe road, jolt ai 
If they itill had anmet tmder their command One of 
them made tome bhter obtenrationB to him npon tbit 
anbject. and began a detail of hit lotset when Na- 
poleon. wbowai determined to reject all reports lest 
they abonld degenerate into complaints interrupted 
him hastily with tbete words, ** ^Vby do yon try to 
rob me of my serenity t** And when tbe marshal 
persevered, he stopped his month repeatiDg in a tona 
of reproach, I beg to know 81r why yoo try to rob 
me of my serenity 1'* An expression which showed 
the aort of deportment he wished to tstmoe in his ad 
varsity and that which he regoired from others. 

Donng these fatal days every blvonae aroond him 
was marked by ita drcle of de^ There wrre a*- 
sembled men of all nadona, ranks and ages minis- 
ters. generals, coimnlsaariea. One moat remarkable 
6gnre in the group was an old nobleman, a relic of the 
gay and brilliant days of the French conri. As soon 
as day broke this general ofBcer of sixty was seen 
sittiDg on the iDow-covered tmnk of a tree, employed 
srith nnalterabla gaiety npon tbe details of his toQet. 
In the mkUt of the inuricane he dressed and powdered 
his head with the greatest care as if in misery of 
the mbeiiei and the adverse elements which assailed 
him. 

Near him were the sdeotlfic men of the army who 
even here wore holding their dlscnssions The disco- 
veries which hare been made in onr times lead to the 
invesllgatkm of every phenomenon of nature Amid 
the intense tnfferingi which these men eodnred irom 
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the north wind, they were engaged in inquiries into 
the causes of its uniform direction Their hypothesis 
was, that the sun, from the time of its departure 
towards the antarctic pole, by warming the southern 
hemisphere, renders all its exhalations so rare that they 
rise and leave a vacuum on the surface of that zone 
into which the vapours of our zone, which are lower 
because less rarified, rush in continual succession. 
That the Arctic regions, loaded with the vapours they 
have given out during the preceding spnng, eagerly 
discharge them m the same direction, in which 
they sweep m an impetuous and icy current over 
the Russian territories, stiffenmg and destroying 
Rll in Its course Others among them remarked with 
cunosity and attention the regular hexagonal crystalli- 
zation of every one of the particles of snow which 
covered their garments The phenomenon of the par- 
helions or the simultaneous appearance of several 
images of the sun, which were reflected by the icicles 
suspended in the air, formed another subject of obser- 
vation, and frequently diverted their attention from 
their personal sulferings. 


J 

CHAPTER XI. 

On the 29th the emperor left the banks of the 
Berezma, dnvmg before him the crowd of disbanded 
men, and marching with the mnth corps which was 
already falhng into a state of disorganization On the 
eve of this day, the second and mnth corps, and Dom- 
browski’s division, formed a total of foui-teen thousand 
men , yet even in this short time, with the exception of 
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about nx tboound men, thej retained no appearance 
of dirlnon, brigade, or regiment. 

N%bt, hunger cold the fill of a number of offi 
eer*, the loss of the baggage>wmggons vrhich were left 
on the other dde of ^e rirer the example of ac^ 
toMDj deaertara, the much more duheartening epee* 
taole of the mmnded, abandoned on either bank, 
who were rolling in agonj and deapalr over the blood 
atained inowr— ereiy thing in abort had contributed 
to dlaorganize them, and they were loat and con 
founded in the maaa ofdia banded men, who continually 
arriredfirem Moacow 

There were atill alxty thonaind men, but without 
any ctmnericm or regulajrtj All marched pell-mell, 
caralry Infantry, and artfOery men, French and Gtr 
man* there waa neither wii$ near centre. The artO* 
lery and the earriagea rolled threngh thla coofoaed 
crowd ^th DO other order or plan than that of get- 
ting on aa qulbkly aa potaible. Upon tbla cauaeway 
which in aome placet wu narrow, and iu othen hUty 
they cruahed each other in the dehlee that they might 
acatter themaehee orer the country wherever they 
coold hope to find shelter or food. In this vuy Napo- 
leon arrived at Kamen where he slept, together with 
the priaoUera tohen the preceding day who were 
folded like cattle. These wretched men after haring 
been reduced to devour their dead, almoet all perlihed 
from cold and hanger 

On the SOth he reached Fleazczenitzy The duke 
of Heggio, who was wounded, had retired thither the 
day before with about forty officeri and privatea. Ho 
th^ght hlanelf safe there when the Roman, officer 
Landakol with five hundred hoaaart four hundred 
Cot sa ck s and tiro cannon made hit way into the 
place and filled all the ftreeU. 
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Oudinot’s feeble escort was dispersed He found 
himself reduced to defend hiraSelf with sevent6en tiien 
in a wooden house , but this he effected With such 
extraordinary courage and success that the enemy, 
surpnsed and alarmed, retreated out of the town, and 
posted himself on a height whence he only attacked 
him with his cannon. The brave marshal’s destiny 
however still pursued him, for he was wounded 
again m this skirmish by a splinter of wood 

Two Westphalian battalions, which preceded the 
emperor, at length came to his relief, though late, and 
not until they and the escort of the duke of Reggio, 
who did not at first recogmse each other, had mutu- 
ally undergone a long and anxious scrutiny 

On the 8rd of December, Napoleon arrived at 
Malodeczno in the morning This was the last point 
at which Tchitchakof nught have intercepted him 
Some provisions were found at this place, forage was 
abundant, the day fine, the sun brilliant, and we felt 
the cold supportable And, at length, after having 
been for a long time without any courier, they all 
met us here at once The Poles wefe immediately 
ordered upon Warsaw by way of Olita, and the dis- 
mounted cavalry on the Niemen by way of Merecz. 
The remainder were to follow the high rOad^ which 
they had just fallen into 

Up to this moment Napoleon had never seemed to 
conceive the idea of quitting his army But about the 
middle of this day he suddenly announced to Daili 
and Duroc a determination of immediately setting out 
for Pans 

Daru could nbt see any necessity fof this measure 
He objected “ that the communications Were now re- 
opened, and the greatest dangers past. That at 
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erery tt«p of hli retrett he ■would now me«t rein- 
forcemnrti from Oermtny and Parit.'* Bot Uie aw 
poror replied^ “ that ho did not feol himself ttrony 
enongh to leave Pnmia between hinself and France. 
AVhj should he remain at the head of a rout t Murat 
and Eugene wer e quite aoffident to lead and Ney to 
cover lU It was mdiipenaable for hnn to return to 
France to quiet all apprehensions there, to raise new 
tr o o ps and keep all his Garman subjects to their 
allegiance in short to return to the assistance of 
what remained of his grand army with &eah and suf 
fident forces. But m order to accomplish this, he 
most traverse four hundred leagues of allied ter> 
ritory alone and to do so without danger it was 
ahsohitely necessary that bis resolution should be ua> 
expected, hn route nnknowc and the report of the 
disasters which had attended his retreat still oncer- 
tain he most be beforehand with the news, and the 
effect it might produce, and also the defectbcs it 
might occasion. He had therefore no time to lose. 
He moment of his departure 'was corns ^ 

His only doubt was as to the leader whom he 
■bould leave for the army He hesitated between 
Murat and Eiyene He lored the prudence and the 
devDtedness of the latter But blurat had more edat, 
and it was an imposing character that he wanted* 
Eugene should therefore remain with Murat hit 
age and his inferiority of rank woold secure obe- 
dience, and his character ■wooid secure his zeal He 
would be an example of both to the other marshals 
Bsrthier the habitual channel of all the emperor*! 
orders and ftrours, was to remain with them nothing 
therefore would be chained ebher In form or organ! 
tatloo ; this arrangement, moreover, so plainly showed 
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his design to -return immediately, that it would con- 
trol the most impatient of his own people, and inti- 
midate his warmest enemies. 

Such weie Napoleon’s motives. Caulaincourt im- 
mediately received orders to make secret preparations •» 
for his departure The place indicated to him was 
Smorgony , the time, the mght of the 5th of Decem- 
ber. 

Although Darn was not to accompany Napoleon, 
but was left with the heavy charge of the administra- 
tion of the army, he listened in silence, as he felt that 
he had nothing to object to such powerful reasons , 
but with Berthier the case was different. He was 
old and enfeebled, and had not left Napoleon for six- 
teen years, and he could not bear the thought of the 
separation 

The scene which took place in private, in conse- 
quence of this, was very violent. The emperor was 
indignant at his resistance In his anger he reproached 
him with the benefits he had lavished upon him 
“ The army,” he said, “ stood in need of the reputa- 
tion he had conferred upon him, and which was only a 
reflection of his own. At all events, he would give 
him twenty-four hours to decide, after which, if he 
still persisted, he imght set off for his estate in France, 
where he should remain banished for ever from 
' Paris and the emperor’s presence ” The next day, 
the 4th of December, Berthier submitted with much 
melancholy, after apologizing for his refusal on the 
score of his age and his shattered health. 
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CHAPTER XIL 

At the rery inttant, haworer when Nepoleon hrJ 
decided on hi* depertore the printer becemo more 
terrific then erer u if the eViee of Rnnle Trere con- 
laooj thet their prey wu ahont to escape them, and 
redoubled their ngonr* to orerwhelm hnn and destroy 
tu 

It vrts through an atmoaphere twenty tlx degrees 
below freezing point, that we reached Bienitxa on 
the 4th of Deonnber 

The emperor had left the count de Loban and 
■ereral hundred of hli old guard at Malodeczno, at 
whleh point the Zeznbm road joined the high road 
from Minsk to WHna. It was neceaaary to guard 
this dirlsion of the roads dll the amTBl of '^ctor who 
was to defend It afterwards tQl Ney came up for the 
rear-guard wus rdU intrusted to that marshal, uid 
to the Snd corps commanded by Maisons. 

On theerening of the 89th of Norember the day 
on whlchNapolera left thebanks of the Berezina Ney 
and the £nd and Srd corps now reduced to three thou- 
sand soldiers, passed the long bridges leading to Zem 
bin, after leaving at (heir entrance, fifaisons and a 
few bnndred men to defend and bom tbem. 

Tcbitohakofs attack was late, but ngorous, and 
not only witb moiketiy but with tbe bayonet be was 
repnlsed. At the same time Maisons had the long 
bridge* filled with the faggota, which TchapUtr, a few 
days prerioas had neglected to nse. Aa sooo as all 
was ready the enemy heartily tired of the engagement 
the night advanced and the bhooact completely 
posted, he rapidly passed the defile, and set the bridges 
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on fire. In a few moments, these long causeAvays fell 
jnto ashes over the marshes, which the frost had not 
rendered passable 

These swamps stopped the enemy, and compelled 
him to change his route The next day, consequently, 
Ney and Maisons pursued their march without moles- 
tation But on the day after, the 1st of December, 
just as they came in sight of Pleszczenitzy, they sud- 
denly perceived the whole of the enemy’s cavalry 
coming toAvards them at full speed, and driAung before 
them on their right Doumerc and his cuirassiers In 
one instant they were attacked on every side 

At the same time, Maisons saw the village through 
which he was to retire completely filled with strag- 
glers. He sent to tell them to fly immediately , hut 
the poor famished wretches, neither heanng nor see- 
ing any thmg, would not qmt their meals, and Mai- 
SODs Tras soon driven into Pleszczenitzy upon them. 
But at the mere sight of the enemy, and the noise of 
the shells, they Avere all m motipn at once ; and pre- 
cipitated themselves in crowds on all sides in the 
great road 

Maisons and his troop found themselves suddenly 
lost m the midst of the terrified crowd which pressed 
upon them, — stifled and entirely depnved of the use 
of their arms, the general had no other resource 
than to order his men to stand close and immoveable, 
and to Avait till the torrent had rolled oflf The ene- 
my’s cavalry now came up mth this mass and plunged 
mto it they made their way into it very slowly, and 
only by cuttmg down all before them 

At length, the crowd dispersing, discovered to the 
Russians Maisons and his troop waiting for them m a 
firm and determined posture, but the crowd had 
drawn a part of our soldiers into their own tumultuous 

S D 2 
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fliglit* Maltont now lo«t all bope. He wu on a ban 
plain, with aeren or eight himdred men oppoaed to 
thooaandi of the enemj he determined, therefore, to 
gain a neighbonring wood, where be might aell hie 
life more dearly when he beheld eighteen hundred 
Poles coming towards him from thk Tery wood per- 
fectly freth troopa, which Ney had met and hrooght to 
his aatUtapce. This reinforcement checked tha 
enemy and lecnred the retreat as lar aa Malodecmo. 

On the 4th of December at aboot foor o clock In 
the afternoon Ney and Maiaona eanw m aight of thia 
town vdience Napoleon had aet ont the eame morn- 
ing They were cloaaly followed by l^iapUt* Ney 
had only tlx hundred men left. Ibe weakneea of thia 
rear guard the approadi of night, and the tight of a 
place of ahelter exated the ardoor of the Rnaaiin 
generiL Hla attack waa Tigorma. Ney and Mai 
tona being comrinced that theymoat d:e of cold on the 
high road if they coffered themaelrea to be driren 
beyond thia cantonment choae rather to perUh in de- 
fending it They halted at the entranee of the town 
and aa their ariiUery horaea were dying they gave 
np all thooght of unng their cannon, and reaolred 
to nae them for the laat time for the deftructlon of the 
enemy they thereibre formed a battery of all their 
remaining gnns, and commenced a terrible fire Tchap- 
btz*a colonm of attack waa completely broken by It, 
and halted. That general bowerer taking adrantage of 
hia cnperior munherc, tomed a port of his forcea to- 
warda another entrance to the town, and hla foremoat 
troopi were already within the outikirta of Malo- 
decsno when they cnddenly encoimtered a freth 
enemy It fortunately happened, that Victor with 
abcut fboT thooaand men, the remains of the 9lh cor ps , 
ftill occupied this Tillage The conteat waa farioaa { 
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the houses at the end of the town were repeatedly 
taken and retaken Both sides fought less for glory 
than to secure to themselves, or to seize from their 
antagonist, a refuge against the deadly cold It was 
not till eleven o’clock at night, that the Russians 
abandoned the attempt, and went off half-frozen, to 
seek another asylum in the neighbouring nllages. 

On the next day, the Sth of December, Ney and 
JNIaisons thought that the duke of Belluno would take 
their place as rear-guard , they soon, however, per- 
ceived that tins marshal had retired according to his 
instructions, and that they were left alone in Malo- 
deczno with sixty men*, all the rest had fled Their 
soldiers whom, to the last moment, the Russians had 
been unable to subdue, were conquered by the intole- 
rable seventy of the climate, their arms fell from 
their hands, and they themselves dropped lifeless a 
few paces farther on 

Maisons, in whom great strength of mind was 
united to a proportionate strength of body, was not 
dismayed he contmued his retreat as far as Bienitza. 
He was obbged to stop every mmute to rally ^he men 
who were perpetually escaping from him, but he still 
marked his rear-guard by a few bayonets. 

This was aU that was necessary , for the Russians, 
who were themselves frozen and obliged to disperse 
before nightfall through the neigbbourmg dwellmgs, 

, dared not quit 'them before broad daylight They 
then began to follow us again, but without making 
any attack, for the violence of the cold rendered it 
impossible to halt for any regular movements either of 
attack or defence ^ 

Meanwhile, Ney, surpnsed at the departure of 
Victor, had rejomed him he endeavoured by every 
means m his power to stop him, but the duke of Belluno 

2 n 3 
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refaiedyon the plea thathe had been ordered to retire 
Key then aaked him to give him hU troopa and of 
fered to take the ga mma nd in hli iteid, hat Victor 
WDold neither give np hla men nor take the rear 
gnard without ordon. It waa reported that the 
prince of the Moeqaa betrayed the greatest violence 
In this altercation^ which made no Impreasion on the 
infiozible coldneta of Vlotor At length an ordecr 
from the emperor amved- Victor wa» diarged to 
lopportthe retreat and Ney ordered to Smorgony 


CHAPTER XnL 

KiFOLioH had jost retched that plaee nrronnded by 
a group of dying men. HU heart wu corroded by 
grie^ bat he betrayed no emotioti at the tuffenogi of 
tbete anfortonale belc^ wbo on their aide did not 
reproach him by a manmir 

Sedition waa Indeed impoaaibla It would have 
coat a fresh effort, and the whole itrength of every 
man wai reqoUlte to malntaip the coaffict with hun 
ger cold and fatigue Fortach aporpoae aUo, com- 
bmatloQ t g re em ent oratual undera landing would 
hare been necessary but frmine and all tbe acoarges 
by which we were afflicted detached every tnttn from 
hia nelghboar Isolated hhn, and centred him ntterly 
within himself. We did not exhanst ourselves In 
provocations— not even complaint*— we marched al 
kntly huabanding til war eetonrcei aghast the hos 
tUe climate diverted from every redection by incea- 
sant action and incessant suffering Physical wants 
absorbed all the moral strength we had a mechtnl- 
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cal existence — an existence of mere sensation, and 
remained in a state of subordmation from recollec- 
tions, associations, habits, formed in better times ; 
and still more, from that sense of honour, that lore of 
glory, exalted by twenty years of victory, whose 
warmth still hved and straggled m our hearts. 

The authority of our leaders contmued to be re- 
spected too, because it had always been completely 
paternal , all our dangers, our triumphs, our suffer- 
ings, our joys, had been in common We were an 
unhappy family, and perhaps the most pitiable mem- 
ber of it was the head Thus did the empeior and 
his army preserve towards each other a noble and 
solemn silence , both were at once too proud for com- 
plaint, and too experienced not to know its utter 
uselessness, 

Napoleon now precipitately entered his-last impe- 
rial quarters , he completed his last instructions and 
revised the twenty-mnth and last bulletin of his ex- 
piring army Precautions were taken m his inner 
apartment, that, until the morrow, nothing of ivhat 
was about to pass might transpire, 

Yet the presentiment of some final misfortune seized 
tie minds of some of his oflScers , all wanted to fol- 
low him They longed with inexpressible desire to 
see France agam, to be once moie in the bosoms of 
their families, and to fly from this atrocious climate , 
yet not one dared to betray his wishes , dutj and 
honour kept them silent 

Whilst they feigned a tranquillity which they were 
far from enjoying, the night ainved, and with it the 
moment the emperor had fixed for declaring his reso- 
lution to the leaders of his army All the marshals 
were summoned. As they entered one by one, he 
took them apart, and in the first -place gained them 
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over todividoAUf to U« project^ wmethnes by arga 
znenta, iometimes bf an air of nnrartrained confidence. 

TlmB, for instance, at toon as he descried Davoast, 
he adranxwd to meet him , and asked him, » 
never laTT himT Whether ho had deserted hhnf 
And on Davcmst replying that he thought he had dls 
pleased him, the emperor mildly explained hansell^ 
listened attentiTeiy to hU answers and confided to hhn 
even the secret of the very road he thought it best to 
take, and took his advice on all the details. 

Hit manner was engaging and affectionate to all 
then having seated them all at hli table he praised 
them for their noble deeds dnring this campaign. To 
his osrn rashnees he only alladed to the following 
words Had I been bom on the throne, had I been 
a Bourbon It woold have been easy for me to avoid 
committing faolta. 

When the repast wu finished he desired prince 
Eogene to read them his t w e nty ninth bulletin ; after 
which declarlig aloud what he had told each indivi 
dual in private, he aaid *that this very night, he 
was goli^ to set out with Duroc, Oanlaincourt and 
Lobau for Paris Tliat his nrcsenee there was indls 
pensable for France as well as for the remnant of 
his unfortunate army Thence only could he con 
trol the Anstriam end the Prussians Those nations 
would doubtless hesitate to declare war upon him, 
when they knew him to be at the head of the French 
na d oti, and of a fresh army of twelve hand red thou 
■and men.” 

He added ” that hs had sent Noy before to ^V^na 
to reorganise every Vn that ylactr— that hevrould 

be seconded by Ropp, who woold then proceed to 
Dantnc, LeurUton to Warsaw, and Narbonne to Ber 
lin that his household would remain with the armv 
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but that the decisive blow must be struck at Wilna. 
The enemy must be stopped there There they would 
find Loison, and de Wrede, remforcements, provisions, 
and ammunition of every kmd, and that they would 
afterwards take up their wmter-quarters behmd the 
Niemen, and that he hoped the Russians would not pass 
the Vistula before his retuni I leave,” added he lastly, 
“ the command of the army to the kmg of Naples I 
hope you will obey him as myself, and that the most 
, perfect concord will reign among you.” 

It was then ten o’clock at mght , he arose, and 
pres^mg their hands affectionately, embraced them all, 
and set out. 
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BOOK XII 


CHAPTER I, 

I oovTXM, my ietr coimdM, that my mind de;«cted 
and nearlj oTenrhelmed, wbj reluctant to plunge 
deeper Into the recollection of aneh dreadful horrort 
I had arrired at the erlaU of Napoleon a departure 
and was wUling to perauade myaclf that, at length, my 
painful talk was tTnuhitd I had anncmnced rnyMlf as 
the hiatorian of that metnorahle penod in which, from 
the pinnacle of glory wo were precipitated into the 
deepest abTts of misfortune hat, haring at length 
nothing to retrace bat the most &ightiul calamities 
It seemed that jou might well be spared the pain of 
reading such afflicting recitals and myself the dis- 
tressing efforts of a recollection obliged to sift among 
still boming ashes, to enumerate nothing but dlsas 
tera, to record only upon tombs 

At last bowerer since it was our destiny to carry 
misfortune as well as success to an extraordinary and 
improbable lei^th I hare determined to keep my 
engagement with you eren to the rery letter of it. 
As the history of eminent indlriduals necessarily leads 
to and Indud^ their last tad moments, to I feel that I 
hare no right to keep silence with respect to the last 
sighs of the expiring grand army Erery thing re- 
latlog to it is connected with renown Its latest groan 
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as well as its shouts of victory. Every thing about it 
was great our career will be the astonishment of 
future ages, at once from its splendour and from its 
misfortune ’ Melancholy as the consolation is, it is the 
only one we have remaining, and he assured, my 
friends, that a fall so great as ours will resound through 
that futurity where great calamities as well as great 
glones will obtain the meed of immortality. 

Napoleon had just passed through the crowd of his 
officers who were ranged on each side of his passage, 
bestowing on them melancholy and forced smiles in- 
stead of verbal adieus, and carrying with him their 
best wishes, which were equally mute and indicated 
only by respectful and expressive gestures Himself 
and Caulamcourt were shut up in a carriage, of which 
his Mameluke and Wukasowitch, the captam of his 
guard, occupied the box. Duroc and Lobau followed 
in a sledge 

He was at first escorted by some Poles, and after- 
wards by the Neapohtans of the royal guard. This 
corps, when it went from Wilna to meet the emperor, 
amounted to between six and seven hundred men. It 
almost wholly perished m that short space , winter 
was the only enemy it had encountered On this very 
night the Russians surprised, and almost instantly 
abandoned Joupranoui, or as others state Osmiana, a 
town through which the escort had to pass , and Na- 
poleon was mthm a single hour of being involved in 
the conflict 

He found the duke of Bassano at Miedmki. His 
first words were “ that he no longer had an army , 
that he had been marching for some days m the midst 
of an assemblage of unarmed men, wandenng about 
in search of mere subsistence , that they imght, how- 
ever, still be^ rallied bv givmg them bread, shoes, 
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cIotTimg’ ant^ arms bnt that his mOitaiy admlnistra* 
tlon had fomeen aothui^^ and that hla ord^n had not 
bean eiecirted* And when Maret replied by delirer- 
Ing to him a retain of the vast stores collected atWUna, 
he exclaimed * that it gave him new life 1 That he 
diargedhimto commanloate to Marat ondBerthier his 
orders that they shoold stop for eight dayi in that cap! 
tal to rally the army and glre it heart and itrengthsnffi 
dent to enable it to contlime its retreat lees miserably 

The rest of Napoleons jonmey was aocranplbhed 
withont any Impediment. He tamed WUna by its 
laborbi passed through "Wllkowlstl, where he ex- 
dunged his carriage lor a aledge ; halted on the 10th 
at 'Warsaw to reqoest of the Foies a levy of twelve 
thoosand Cossacks, to grant them a few snbaldlesy and 
to promise his speedy retain among them at the bead 
of three hondred thoostsd men. Hence after rapdiy 
passing throogh SQesia, he revisited l>re*den and Its 
monarob then Henan, hlayence and at last Paris, 
where he suddenly made his appearance on the loth of 
De c ember two days after the poblication of his 
twenty-mnth bnlletln. 

Prom Milo- laroslsTctx to Smorgony this sovereign 
of Eorope hsd been merely the commander of a dying 
and dixorgsnixed army From Smorgony to the Rhine 
be was sn mdcnown fogittre throagh a hostile terri- 
■tory beyond the Rhine be found himself again the 
master and the conqaeror of Europe i his sail was 
once more filled by a f a vou rin g gale 

In the meantime, at Smorgony bis generals ap- 
proved of hii departnre and far from being dejected 
by it derived from it ail their hope. Ihe army had 
now DDthixg more to do than to continue its fifgbt 
the road was open for it and the Russian frontier only 
at a little distance They were near a reinforcement 
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of eighteen thousand men, a great city, and an im- 
mense magazine Murat and Bcrthier, left to them- 
sehes, had no douht of their competence to regulate 
this flight But in the midst of extreme disorder a 
colossus had been required as a point for rallying, and 
that colossus had disappeared In the vast void thus 
left Murat was scarcely to be perceived. 

It rvas then most clearly observable that a great 
man can have no substitute , whethei from the circum- 
stance of his dependents being too proud to yield 
obedience to another, or from the fact that, having 
always taken the whole thought, and charge, and re- 
sponsibility upon himself, he h^ m reality only 
trimed up good instruments, able lieutenants, not 
chiefs truly deservmg of that name 

On the very first night one general refused obedienqe. 
The marshal who commanded the rear-guard returned 
almost alone to the royal quarters Three thousand 
men of the old and new guard were still to be found 
there This was the whole of the grand army Of 
that gigantic body this head alone was now remain- 
ing. But, at the news of Napoleon’s departure, spoilt 
by the habit of being commanded only by the con- 
queror of Europe, no longer supported in their supe- 
Tionty of disciplme by the honour of serving him, and 
disdainmg to become the guard of any other, these 
veterans themselves gave way m their turn, and fell 
into insubordination and disorder 

The greater part of the colonels of the army who 
had been thus far objects of high admiration for march- 
ing on with four or five officers and soldiers around 
their eagle, and still maintaming their place of battle, 
now no longer received orders but from themselves 
Each considered himself as distinctly charged with his 
own safety, and seemed resolved to trust no other for 
VoL. II 2 E 
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ftccompUtHn^ it There were tome who tdncced 
two hundred letgnei whhoot once looking behind 
them. In ihort the crj or at least tiie prindple of 
wai ahnoftoniTenaL 

The dlaappeannce of the emperor and the Incoct* 
poteoco of Murat wore not» howorer, the only camee 
of thu dispenton the principal one was the rigour 
of the eeaaoQi which now bad becoma extremm It 
aggravated every difflcnlty and aeOmad to interpoet 
cm impassable barrier bettrOen WUnrad the army 

As far u Malodeczno, end op to the 4th of Decern* 
her the day on which it came heavily npoo us^ the 
route althoogh difficult, had been marked with a 
smaller ttamber of dead than before pcsslny tbe Se* 
rerina- Ihla relief was owing to the vigror of Ney 
and deiMaiaCins, who Vept-the enemy In chedt, to the 
temparmtnre of the air which was then more npport- 
able, to a few resources etill offered by a country not 
completely ravaged, and finally to the circarortsnee 
that the men who had a urvl ved the passage of the Be* 
rezina were those only who had possessed the most 
robust and steely constitodona. 

ffhe spedef of organkation whkbthad been {ntro* 
doced into disorder was still kept^up. Tit ntass'of 
fogidres travelled on divided ihto amaltltnde of small’ 
associations of eight or ten men each, hlany -on these 
bands still pottetsed one horse loaded-with their pn>- 
visions, or which ndght In eatremn cmergesoyi serve 
for food himself Some rags a fewnitensils^ a wallet, 
and a staff, constltatcd the acecr utrem ents and armour 
of these unfortuntte men. Tbeyhad neithertbearms 
W the usdJcfTm of tho soldier nor the Indlnadtm^to 
contend with any other enemies cold and hanger* 
hat they hsd remaining perseterancs firmness tbs 
habitude of danger and endaraneo, end a mind over 
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prompt, supple, and vigilant always to make thcunnst 
and best of their circumstances. Among the soldiers 
who were still effective, a nickname vliicli they had 
themselves applied in derision to those of their com- 
panions vho had fallen into disorder had no small 
influence in deterring them from it. 

But from Malodccrno, and subsequently to the de- 
jMirture of Napoleon, ulien winter attacked each indi- 
vidual among us with redoubled force, all these asso- 
ciations against miserj' u ere broken up there was 'a 
mere multitude of solitary and single-handed strug- 
gles Even the best no longer respected themselves 
or others, nothing checked them no appealing looks 
had any effect upon them, calamity was inthouthope 
of succour, and even of regret , pusillanimity had 
no longer censurers, and scarcely \ntnesses , all were 
victims. 

From this time, there no longer existed among them 
any fraternity in arms, any endearment of society, nny 
tie of cordiality or almost of acquaintanceship , ex- 
cess of misery seemed to have brutified them Hun- 
ger, craving and maddening hunger, had reduced them 
to the brutal instinct of self-preservation, to the -sole 
operating principle of the most ferocious animals, 
ready to sacnfice every thing to itself A barbarous 
and cruel nature appeared to have superseded all their 
former feebngs Like savages, the strongest plundered 
the weakest they hastened with rapacious eagerness 
towards the dymg, and sometimes began the work of 
plunder without waiting for the signal of their last 
sighs When a horse fell, you might have conceived 
yourself to have seen a pack of famished hounds rush- 
ing on the carcase They instantly surrounded and 
tore it in pieces, fighting for them with each other 
like voracious dogs 
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Howerer the greater mimheT retained roffident 
monl restraint to seeh their own preeerration ^thont 
■ttnrVing or impainng that of others hot this was 
the highest reach axsi eridence of their virtue If anj 
whether chiefs or privates fell at their side or under 
the wheels of the cannon, it was whoUj^ in vain that 
they cried oot for assistance, and appealed to one com 
mon country rel^on, and causa. They could not 
obtain even a look of kindness and compassion. All 
the cold inflexibility ot the climate had made its way 
into tbeir hearts its rigour had contracted their feel 
mgs as well as their coontenances AH, with the ex- 
-xepdon of a few chiefs, were absorbed by their own 
sn^erings and terror left no room for pity 

Thai the egodim which is often justly im|mted to 
the excess of prosperity in the present instance arose 
from the excess of misfortose and was certainly far 
more exctuahU. The one Is volontary the other was 
eompolsory one a vice of the heart, the other an Im- 
pulse of iniboct, and entirely phytismL And in reality 
to stop even for a few moments would have been often 
fataL In this oniTenal shipwreck, to stretch out the 
hand to a fallen companion to a dying chief, was an 
act of noble generosity The least morement of hu 
xoanity became an act of sublime benevolence. 

In the mean time some kept their strength and 
Kted their parts well m opposition to both earth and 
skies they protected and assisted those who were 
weakest. The number of such, however, was small 
indeed. 
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CHAPTER II. 

On tlic 6th of Dcccnihcr, the very day immeilmtely 
follo\\ing the departure of Napoleon, the <;cvcrity of 
Uie season became dreadfully increased The air was 
filled with small particles of ice , and the birds fell to 
the earth lifeless and frozen TJie atmosphere v as 
mute and motionless , it seemed as if every thing into 
which nature had breathed the breath of life, as if 
oven the wind itself had been struck, fettered, con- 
gealed, by one unnersal death. No words, no mur- 
murs were then to be heard All proceeded onward 
in mournful silence, the silence of despair, and m tears 
which plainly indicated it. 

In this empire of death we hastened fomard like 
so many unfortunate shades The heavy and mono- 
tonous sound of our steps, the crashing of iJie tram- 
pled snow, and the feeble groans of the* djnng alone 
interrupted this impressive and avTul stillness No 
longer was to be beard any expression of execration 
or anger; any thing which implied the heat of pas- 
sion, or any strength of animation , scarcely even the 
power of ejaculating a brief petition to heaven was 
now remaining The greater number of those who 
fell did not utter a single murmur of complamt, whe- 
ther from weakness or from resignation, or, perhaps, 
because men coraplam only os long as they feel hope 
and think it possible to excite pity. 

Those of our soldiers who had hitherto been most 
active, firm, and persevenng, were now severely dis- 
heartened and daunted Sometimes the snow opened 
imder their feet , more frequently, its hardened and 
glassy surface affording them no point of suppoit, 
they shpped at almost every step, and their march waS 
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nther & toccetaloti of fttnmbliogt. It teemed u if the 
hostile toil refuted to bear them at if h escaped from 
their efforti to trail themtelres of it, and laid mares 
to emharrajB them, in order to impede their progress, 
and delirer them op a prey to the pnrsmng R ot aiant 
or to the borrori of their climate. 

And in reality when from exhaustion they halted 
for a moment, irinter with his icy and heavy hand 
made many of them his rictima. In rain was it, 
that the nnfortonate men oo feeling themselres 
hennmhed rote op azkd, already in a state of fpeeeh> 
lees ness and neatiy of insensibility mored on for a 
few paces mechanically like aotomatons their blood 
freezing In their veins nVe a stream m its channel 
ftmek chDlnets on the heart, and, the vital flnld beii^ 
thns Impeded in ita coarse Uiey reeled and staggered 
u in a state of dnmkeimess* Their eyes, reddened 
and loSamed hr constantly looldng on the danling 
tnow by the depnration of rest, and the smoke of their 
bironacf shed bterally tears of blood the deepest 
sighs beared from their bosoms theygazedon thesky 
on their comrades, and on the ground, with an eye of 
constemation fixed and haggard it was their last, 
their mate farewell or possibly their designed re 
pToaeh of that bitter nature vrhJdi had thus cruelly tor- 
mented them. Ibey soon fsU upon their knees, and 
almost immediately opon their hands their heads 
■tm vibrated for a few instants from side to side and 
their gaspmg mouths uttered aome disjointed and ago- 
idxing sounds at lei^h their heads fell also on the 
know ataimog it with their dark and livid blood and 
their scene of suffering was over I 

Their companions paued them without moving out 
of their sray a single step, through fear of only even 
so far lengthening their joumey without even turn 
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{ng iheir heads towards the spot, for theii heard and 
hair were stuck over with heavy icicles, and every mo- 
tion was attended with pain They did not even utter 
any lamentation for them For, in reality, what had 
they lost by death ? What had they left behind them? 
So frightful, in fact, were the suffenngs of the sur- 
vivors, so far were they still from France, so utterly 
detached from it by the hideous aspect of every thing 
around them, and by actual and overwhelming cala- 
mity, that all the delightful associations of memory 
were broken up, and hope itself nearly destroyed. 
Accordingly, the greater number had become indif- 
ferent about death, from the apparent mevitableness 
of their speedily incurring it, from their constant fa- 
miharity with it, from a sort of fashion which led 
them sometimes to talk of it in a tone even of derision 
and insult the most prevalent feeling, however, on 
the view of their departed comrades sti etched out and 
stiffened, when they passed befoie them, was that 
arising from the thought that they were then at rest ’ 
that their fatigues, their wants, their sufferings were 
over ' And mdeed whatever death may be in pros- 
perous, stable, and uniform circumstances, however it 
may then be regarded as an event of painful surprise, 
a frightful contrast, an awful and terrible revolution , 
in such a tumultuous state of things as that before us, 
in the violent and incessant whirl of a life made up 
only of unremitted toil, and danger, and pain, it ap- 
peared nothing more than an easy transition, a not 
unfavourable change, only one dislodgment more in 
addition to all the other scenes of disorder and sub- 
version, and litliC calculated to excite surprise or ap- 
prehension 

Such were the last days of the grand army Its 
last nights were more dreadful still. Those who were 
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crreTtalcen Id % \iodj ihesn &t & disUnce frain uj 
biibitadon b4lt«d on ibe border of a 'wood^ There 
they kindled firta, In front of they remamed the 
whole night, npright az^ motlonleM IDce 'epectref 
They were unable to obtain a enffideDcy of thia heat 
and approadied »o near that their clothe* were ebao> 
lotely burnt, and tometime* alto the froreo perta of 
their bodies, which the fire decomposed. Then an 
liretlitlble attadc of pam compelled them to stratdi 
themselTet at their length on the ground and in 
the morning they attenmted in Tain to rite 

In the mean time tnoee whom the cold had left 
almcit nninjttred, and who had preterved tome re- 
Trfln» of mergy set aboot preparing tbclr molandioly 
meiL This couitted, ai at 8molentV, of tome aSces 
of hom-fleih broiled, and of barley meal made into 
hctaUte with aotne water or kne^ed Into ctkea, 
which, for want of aalt, they eeaKmed with their gnn 
powder 

Daring the whole night, new phantom* were eon 
ttantly approaching guided by the light of the frre* ; 
bat, after hastening a* £ut a* they wer e able to 
obtain the dealred beat, were driren away by those 
who had first arrired. These miserable creature! 
wandered from one bhouac to another tQl at length 
over po wered by cold and despair they ahandoned all 
farther effort, and lying down on the snow behind the 
circle of their more fortunate comrade*, m a ehort 
rime exjdred. Some, without tool* err strength to cut 
down the lofty pine* of the forest, vainly attempted to 
*et fire to their trunk* as they stood but deoth soon 
came upon t hem while these endtaTourt, and 

surprised them in a rariety of attitude* 

But eren greater horrors atlU were exhibited in th* 
Tist pent houses or eheds which lined lorae parts of 
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the road Soldiers and officers all nished promis- 
cuously into these, and almost threw themselves upon 
each other in heaps There, like cattle, they closely 
wedged against one another around their fires , and 
the living, not being able to remove the dead from the 
hearth, placed themselves upon them to expire in their 
turn, and serve as a death-bed to succeeding victims. 
Soon other parties of stragglers presented themselves ; 
and, not being able to penetrate into these asylums of 
misery, they besieged them 

It frequently happened that they pulled down the 
walls of these bmldings, which consisted of dry wood 
to keep up their fires , at other times, when repulsed 
from them, they were content to use them as shelters 
for their bivouacs, the flames of which soon com- 
municated to the bmldmgs, and the soldiers with 
which they were crowded, already half dead with 
. cold, were completely destroyed by fire Those who 
were preserved by the shelter which these bmldings 
afforded them, on the follomng day found their com- 
pamons frozen and heaped together around their 
extinguished fires In order to quit these catacombs, 
it became necessary for them to climb over the dread- 
ful mass of those Avho lay really or apparently dead, 
for some still breathed who retained no strength to 
rise 

At Joupranoui, the town in which the emperor 
experienced the narrow escape of being witliin an hour 
of becoming a pnsoner to the Russian partisan Ses- 
lavnn, some soldiers burnt a number of houses entirely 
to the giound merely to get warmth for a feiA mo- 
ments. The light of these fires attracted around them 
a number of miserable creatures whom the intensity 
of cold and pain had dn\en to delirium, they rushed 
forward to them like savages or furies, and with 
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.gnjtaUcg toeth tsd fnferjMj btdQo* threw tbemtelTet 
into the«e iUzoiiig fom&ce* tod perithed 4 d - the imdst 
y3f them in horrible conrnlfkmj Their fembbed com* 
pAnioni loolced on mtbont terror «Dd there ^rere tome 
.tidio eren drew oat -the nmtflitted end half broiled 
Jx>di«*f and rentared to nllayHheir Jtiinger with -this 
reroUin^ food 1 

Thb ww the anny whidi hwri pr oceeded from the 
;noat driUzed nation b SnrDpe^ an anny recently to 
brilliant, nctoriooi orer ww^n to the latt moment of 
lie exutence, and the name of avhich ttill goremed to 
many conquered cepitab. Itamoet robnat and power- 
ftl warriort who had with pxood nomplaoen^ -tra- 
rereed aomany fiddi of Tictory had now lost their 
ibrmMable aspect- <CaTered ordy with rags 'their feet 
ibare aod bIe«iiDg leaning on biancheacf pbe^treei, 
they were now dragging thenaelrea to the best of their 
«hility atin onward and ell that energy end per- 
aererance which they had before eierdsed to essore 
conqaeft they now employed to mahe good thezr 
diight. 

At that period, fbUowii^ too natnraHy the example 
of f operatitl oos nataoni, we also had cor presages, 
.and heard of thererlficaikm of Domeronj predictions- 
Some asserted that a eomet bad shed Its ominons light 
on onr passage of the Berezina. 'Zbey added indeed 

that nndoobtedly those bodies did not presage the 
important erents that woald occnr on oar world bnt 
-that they might rery possibly eontribote to modify 
themi at least tUi woald be admitted by all who ml 
■lowed tbeir material inflaence on this earthly globe 
and all the conseqacnces whidi soch physical inflaence 
might prodace opoo bnman rntndi which were on 
qaestJotably dependent on the matter which they ani- 
mated- 
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Some l:liere were Who* cited certbn ancient-proplie- 
cies these, it w&s said, had annoimced for this very 
period an invasion of the Tartars as far as the hanlis^ 
of the Seme. And it was evident that they mi^ht 
now make their way over the defeated and’ prostrate 
army of France, and accomplish the predifction 

Others recurred to the fierce and murderous" st'oVm' 
which had marked our entrance upon the Russian ter- 
ritory “ Heaven'had uttered its voice in that storm 
This was the evil it had predicted to our progress !’ 
Nature had' interposed andmadfe an effoit to ‘preVent"" 
this dreadful catastrophe ' How could it have happen- 
ed that we were so obstinately infatuated and mere-' 
duloiis as not to comprehend the mdiCation Thtis 
did' the* Simultaneous fall of four hundred thousand' 
men, an event which Was m fact no niore extraor- " 
dmary than the successive plagUfes and revolutions 
which are seen mcessantly ravaging thfe world, appear " 
to> theni an event' singular and umque,'and such'air" 
must naturally and necessanly call’ into "action sdl the-' 
powers "^of heaven and> earth I Thus, id' short, dods ' 
the human nund refer every thmg to itself, as if pro*' 
vidence,i kindly sustammg our weakness} and appre- 
hensive lest It ishould feel lost and annihilated in the 
prospect of' mfimtude^ had mtended that each'ihdivi- 
dupl, a mere'pomt in space, should belieVe himself' to 
hethecentreFof immensity 


CHAPTFR m 

The army was in this last stage of physical and moral 
disorder, ivhen' its foremost fugitives reached Wilna. 
Wilna ! their magazine, thdir depdt, the first opulent 
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TH^ mliabited cHj Triuch tbej h«d met vritli linee the!r 
entmice into Hnuu. lU mm name and iU pcoxl 
mitj vtiU anatamed the coorage of many 

On the Bth of December the greater number of these 
nnlbrtnnate at length withm a^ht of 

detired capital. Immediately tome dragging 
themaelrea, and othera rnahing fonrard, all Trere in- 
gnlphed headlong in its aabiul»> pnabing on with 
pemeTerance and violence and crowding on etch 
other frith anch oncontroUed eagemeatf that they m 
a abort rinm conatitated one of zDen« horaea, and 
carriagei abaohitely motionleaa and indeed incapable 
of motioiL 

The flowing off of tbti umnenae crowd by one narrow 
paisage became nearly tmp oa a lble. Tboae who were 
foUowmg under the loflaence of a atnpld inatinett 
added to the incumbrance not eras attosptii^ to 
enter the oty by other avenue*, for othera in fact 
there were; bat every thing waa in anch a atate of 
diaorgamxntkm that, daring the whole of thij dread 
fal d^ not a tingle ataff-offleer appeared to point 
them ont. 

lhmngtenhcRira,BndwithathenDDmeterat twenty 
• aeven and even twenty-eight degree* of cold thoa- 
■ani^B of aoldleri who bad now considered themselrea 
safe were either frozen or anffocated as waa the cate 
at the gatea of Smolensk, and the brldgea of the Be- 
rezina. Sixty tbonsand men had crotsed that river 
and alnce that tune twenty thoosand reemita bad joined 
them of these eighty tbooaand one-half had ricee 
been destroyed, and ^e greater part of them within 
the last four day*, be tw een Malodeczno nnd WUna- 
The capital of LithoanU waa yet onacqoaioted with 
oar disaatera, when forty thontand famished men and 
dcnly filled it with their groans and lamentatlom. At 
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siglit so unexpected, its inhabitants became actually 
terrified. They closed tlicir doors against the help- 
less intruders Then it nas indeed a most deplor- 
able spectacle to see these fetched troops -wandering 
about the streets, some mad with rage and others 
with despair,' some threatening and others supplicat- 
ing, attempting to break open the doors of the houses 
or magazines, or dragging themselves to the hospitals 
Everywhere they were repulsed , at the magazines 
the most unreasonable formalities were deemed indis- 
pensable before relief could be afforded , for as the 
■various corps were dissolved, and the soldiers belong- 
mg to them completely intermingled, all strictly re- 
gular distnbution was become impossible 

There were m the magazines forty days’ allowances 
of flour and bread, and thirty-si"? days’ allowances of 
meat for a hundred thousand men No chief would 
undertake to give an order for distnbuting to all nhp 
presented themselves The admmistrators who had 
received these quantities were afraid of their respon- 
sibility, others dreaded the excess which famished 
soldiers would give way to when they were under the 
sole restramt of their own discretion The admmis- 
trators, moreover, were ignorant of the desperate si- 
tuation in which we were , and, -n hen in fact there was 
scarcely time left us for pillage, our comrades were 
left for many successive hours to perish by hunger 
m front of those immense supplies of pro-visions which 
the very next day fell mto the power of the enemy • 
From the barracks and hospitals they experienced 
equal Tepulse, but not from the living , for death alone 
decided and commanded there. Some few indmduals 
still breathed there, who complamed that for a long 
time they had been without beds, -without straw, and 
almost utterly abandoned The courts and comdors, 
- VoL. II. 2 V 
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and even the Tarioni halls, were filled with pUd ol 
dead tliej were, in &ct, cHamel homes of petti 
lence. 

At length the exertlont of Bereral ehle£i^ tnch as 
Eugene and Eamut, the computkm of the lithna 
nians, and the avarice of some Jews opened to them a 
few homes of refoge. Hie astonishment felt by these 
nnfortanate men on finding thennelres sheltered once 
more in tmmwn habltabom was tmly remarkable How 
delioions a nonrishment did leavened bread now appear 
to them 1 What inexpressible latls&ctioo did tbej 
experience at being seated while they partook of it I 
And with what admiratloD were they a bttle after* 
wards impressed on seeing one feeble battalion folly 
armed, In con^Iete order and in new and splendid 
tmlform I It seemed u if they had come back from 
the very extremities of the world i so &r had they 
been tom asnoder from their former habits and asso* 
oiatioDS by the violence and continnity of their cala 
ndties I BO profound had been the abyss from which 
they wrre now at last extricated 1 

Bot scarcely had they begun to taste this exquisite 
contrast to their late experieime when the canncin of 
the Kasriaos began to thunder over them and the dty 
Tbese menadog sounds, the calls of the officers the 
tummoos of the drums to arms the clamoun of a 
vast multitude of stragglers who were ttiU arriving 
flUtd ‘Wflua with a second uproar The enemy con 
slsted of the adwmcod guard of Kntusofand ofTdisp. 
Ihx, commanded by O Roarke LeiulskohandSsilawliu 
They were attacking the division LoUon, which wns 
St once protecUng the dty atsd the mardi of e. eulosaa 
of dismounted cavalry who were proceeding bylSew 
tfoki upon OUta. 

An attempt was at first made at resistance De 
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Wrede and his Ba\ armns had likcvnse just joined the 
army by Narocz\nransky and Niamentchin They 
■nere followed l)y Wittgenstein, who from Kamen and 
Vileika was marching ujxm oiir right flank at the 
•lame time that Kutusof and Tchitchakof were pursuing 
us Dc Wrede had only tw’o thousand men left , and 
■with respect to Loison, including his dnision and the 
garrison of Wilna w’ho had come as far as Smorgony 
to assist us, the frost had in the course of three days 
reduced them from fifteen thousand men to three thou- 
sand. 

De Wrede defended Wilna on the side of Rukoni, 
but ■was compelled to give way after a noble effort 
On his side, Loison -with his division, who w'ere nearer 
to Wilna, kept the enemy in check. Arms had ac- 
tually been delivered to a Neapolitan dm&ion, who had 
even marched out of the city, but their muskets drop- 
ped from the benumbed hands of men who had thus 
been transplanted from under a burning sun to regions 
ot ice In less than an hour they all returned into the 
city unarmed, and the greater part of them maimed. 

At the same time the generale was beat in the streets, 
but ■with no effect, the old guard itself, reduced now 
to only a few platoons, continuing dispersed All 
were more busy about contending for their lives against 
frost and famine than against the enemy But the 
alarm. “ The Cossacks are coming,” was soon heard 
m every part This had long been the only signal to 
which the greater number had attended , it soon re- 
verberated through the whole city, and the rout re- 
commenced 

It was de Wrede by whom the alarm had been occa- 
sioned That general had unexpectedly just presented 
himself at the royal head-quarters “ The enemy,” 
he said, “ was marching close upon his steps. The 
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The Bartrlim were driven back into WUm^ vincH 
they were unable to defend*” The tumult reached 
the ear of the king hhnself jutt at the tame moment. 
Murat waa confounded. Not M ml elf any 

longer maater of the army he could no longer he 
coniidered completely matter of hhuaelf He ruthed 
from the palace^ and made his way on foot through the 
crowd. He teemed apprehenslTe of an encounter In 
the midat of an inarmhrance fimilar to that of the 
day before. Ho stopped bowerer at the latt houie 
of the luhurb, r^ecce he deapatched his ordeiii and 
where he waited the amml of day and the armyt 
leering to Ncy erery thii^ else. 

Wilna might hare been kept poetefsio& of twenty- 
four boun longer and a grea^ number oi men ■would 
hare been la cootequence eared. This iatal city tdll 
retained nearly twenty thouaacd, among wbocn wart 
three hundred offloen and aeren generals. The 
greater number of them had received lererer Injunet 
from winter than from the enemy who howerer at- 
fumed all the merit and tnumph of it. Some others 
were abll free from dliease or injury, at leait in ap- 
pcarmce but thdr moral itrength was utterly gone. 
After baring bad the retolotion to orercome so many 
and fuch gr^ difficulde* they gave up when nearly 
approaching tb« desired baren where in five dtyt more 
they might have expected to amre. They had at 
length reached a cirilized dty and rather than rc- 
•olre to quit It for the desert, they delivered them- 
selres opto wbsterer might hippen, end fortune was 
unpropUioQs and cruel to them. 

The Lithuanians, Indeed whom we were abandon- 
ing after haring so far committed them received and 
assisted some of our countrymen but the Jews, whom 
WBhadprotetted,droTeawaylheoUjcrs. ThespecUclo 
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of so many cmIs irritated their cupidity. However, 
if their infamous ua arice, speculating upon our mise- 
ries, had contented itself vuth selling us on the most 
extravagant terms some feeble assistance, history 
■would have disdained to pollute her pages with the 
disgusting detail , but to have decoyed our unfortunate 
fnends into their houses for the purpose of plunder- 
ing and stripping them, and afterwards, as soon as 
the Russians made their appearance, to push the 
naked and penshing xuctims out of their doors and 
window s, remorselessly leaxnng them to expire of cold 
in the streets, and even endeavounng to conciliate the 
Russians by the infliction of tortures on them there , 
crimes of such atrocitv and horror as these merit de- 
nunciation to present and future ages Now that our 
hands are bound, it is possible that our indignation 
against these monsters may be the only punishment 
they will receive in this world, but at a future period 
the assassins ■will again rejoin their victims, and then 
undoubtedly the justice of God will abundantly avenge 
us * 

On the 10th of December, Ney, who again volun- 
teered the charge of the rear-guard, quitted the 
city, and immediately the Cossacks and Platof rushed 
into It, massacring all the unfortunate beings irhora 
the Je^ws threw in their way In the midst of this 
butchery a piquet of thirty French suddenly ap- 
peared, advancing flora the bridge of the Viha 
where they had been forgotten At the sight of this 
new prey some thousands of Russian horsemen 
pressed forward, and uttering the most hideous yells 
assailed them on every side. 

But the French officer had already ranged his sol- 
diers in a circle Without a moment’s hesitation he 
ordered them to fire, and the next mstant proceeded 
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to di&rge tbmu The^ all bowerert fled before blm| 
be remained master of the oitf and wUbcmt feeling 
more ttxrpriie at the flight of the Coetacla than he did 
at their attack, he promptlf arailed himself of the 
opportumty aflordod wheeled qnickly ronnd, and 
reached the rear-gnard wlthoot lastaiiimg anj lota. 

Be foond it o^aged with the advanced guard ot 
Kntnao^ and stmggluig hard to keep it in check foi 
a new catastrophe i^ch It aonght m vain to cover 
retained it near Wilna. 

In that dty as before at Moscow Napoleon hac’ 
istned no order of retreat be was desirous that oor 
rcmte should hare no harbinger that it shoold be 
annonnced oolj hj its own appearance that h should 
thus come soddenij and bj surprise on our allies and 
their ministers and that, in short oor ano^ availing 
Itself of their first feelings of amaiement, might be 
enabled to traverse thetr several territories before 
the;^ were prepared to unite with the Russians for oui 
'Complete destruction 

For this reason it was that Lithuanians, strangers 
and residents and even his own mlnbter at tViJoa 
had been deceived The^ did not believe in our dtSf 
aster till they became eye-witnesses of it and la thit 
respect the almost superstitloos faith of all Europe 
in the InfaiUbtUty of the genius of Napoleon was of 
great advantage to him against bis allies. Bat this 
tame coofldence hod also involved hts adherents and 
friends in negligent security At TVilna, as at Moi 
cow none of them had prepared against any serious 
movement. 

This dtf contained a large part of tie iaggoge of 
the army and of Its treasure tnd of Its provisions a 
train of enormous waggons rsr r y l 'y the fomltnre and 
accommodations of the emperor a great qoantlty of 



EXPEDITION TO RUSSIA. 


327 


artillery, and a great nmnbcr of bounded. Our rout 
had come upon them like an unexpected tempest The 
fall of the thunderbolt had frighted some into stupid 
nctiMty, and rendered others stupidly motionless 
Orders, men, horses, and carnages were a’l in com- 
plete opposition and collision 

In the midst of this tumult, several chiefs had has- 
tily forwarded from the city tow ards Ko^vno every 
thing that they were able to collect and move 
off, but about a league on that road this heavy and 
disordered coltimn had just had to encounter the height 
and defile of Ponan. 

In our triumphant progress towards Russia, this 
wooded acclmt)' had been considered by our hussars 
only as a fortunate accident among the "vancties of 
ground, as it enabled them to survey the entire plain 
of ■\V'ilna,,and to form an estimate of their enemies. 
Beyond this, its steep, although short, ascent had 
been scarcely noticed In a regular retreat, it would 
have offered a good position for facing round and 
arresting the advance of the enemy , but in an irregu- 
lar flight, where every thing that might in other cir- 
cumstances be serviceable becomes pernicious, where 
in Its precipitation and disorder the retinng party 
turn every thing against themselves, this lull with 
its defile, became an insurmountable obstacle, a w'all 
of ice, against which all our eflforts w'cre powerless 
It kept back n.11, baggage, treasure, and wounded 
The evil was sufficiently great to constitute an epoch 
in the long senes of our disasters 

In reality, our money, our honour, the remnant 
both of our discipline and our strength, all were at 
this spot lost After fifteen horns of useless exertion, 
when the dnvers and escorting parties saw the king 
and the whole colunm of fugitives pass them, by 
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'modiug along the ndes of the mountain wheOf 
turning their eye* towardi the point whence they 
heard the ditchaige of cannon and mojketiy which 
were approadiing nearer orery inrtant, they per- 
ceired Ney hWm wIf withdrawing with three thcauand 
men the remainder of de Wrede i corpe and Louon a 
dirisKm wfaeni in short lookmg immediately around 
where they stood, they saw the moontain eorered with 
orerthrown cannon broken carriages, with men 
and honee thrown to the ground ttmggling and 
expiring upon one another they no longer continued 
their useless eSorts, and thooght only of baffling the 
ripadty of their saemies by anticipating tbe plunder 
themselrea. 

One of the money waggons had accidentally bant 
open and fdrakhed the signal erery one then nuhed 
on these carriages and brealdog the cbesta open, 
tnatehed hastily from them all that they found most 
valuable. Ihe soldiers of tbe rear^guard who were 
passing while these Irregularities were proc ee ding 
threw away their arms to load themselves with spoil 
and so esgerly were they abeorbed by tbe occupation 
that they no longer heard the whistling of the enemy $ 
balls or the dreadful howls of the Conacks who were 
pursuing them. 

It has been even said, that the Cossacks mingled 
la this scene of plUsgo without being perceived. For 
a few moments, Frenchmen and Tartars, friends and 
enemies, were confounded in one common work of 
rapacity Russians and French forgetting their hos 
tihty were seen ptnndering the same Ten 

mlllkms in gold and sUvtr disappeared. 

But, along with these excesses and horrors were 
also to bo observed some noble acts of self-devotion. 
There were Individuals who abandoned every thing 
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to cany off upon tlicir own shoulders and if possible 
to save some helpless wounded, others who, not being 
able to extricate from the rush and tumult their 
half-frozen comrades, perished while protecting them 
from the plunder of their countrymen and the blows 
of their enemies. 

On the most exposed part of the mountain, one of 
the emperor’s officers, count de Turenne kept the Cos- 
sacks in check, and, notwithstanding their shouts of 
rage and discharges of arms, distributed in their full 
view Napoleon’s private treasure among those of the 
guards withm his reach These brave men, fighting 
with one hand and with the other receiving the spoils 
of their chief, were actually enabled to preserve what 
was thus delivered to them long after the distnbu- 
tion, and when every danger had vanished, each of 
them returned mth the utmost fidelity what had been 
intrusted to his hands Not a single piece was want- 
ing. 


CHAPTER rV. 

The catastrophe of Ponari was so much the more dis- 
graceful as it might easily have been foreseen, and 
still more easily avoided , for the hill might have been 
turned by its sides Our wrecks, however, served to 
stop the Cossacks While they were collectmg their 
spoil, Ney with a few hundreds of French and Bava- 
rians sustamed the retreat at far as Ev6 As this was 
his last effort, it may be proper to particulaiize his 
method of proceeding, that which he had followed 
A'om the time of quitting Wiazma, from the Srd of 
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Notembor, for thirty term diyi and thirty leyen 
mghta. 

Erery day at fire In the emdng he took np a posi 
tlon, stopped the adrance of the Rmtlans, and gare 
hit aoldlen tnne to eat <tpd to rest and at teno dock 
resumed his march. Doting the whole of the nightt 
he poshed on before bfm the unmeroos stragglers by 
commands^ entreaties and somethnes eren by blows. 
Abont daybreak, at seren, he stopped end sgain 
took tip a position, and remained under arms, and In 
readmeas far the enemy till ten in the morning The 
Anssiins then reappeared and it became necessary to 
fight till evening, gaining ooi the rear as nmch or as 
little gro un d as prasible. That, at first, conformed 
to the general aider of march, and latterly depended 
upon drcomstancet 

For, dtning a long time, this rear-gnard consisted 
only of two thoTtsand men. then of a thonsand afte> 
trards of about fire hondred and at last of sixty men 
and yet Berthler trtielher from policy or from routine 
habits of boiiness, no change In the fonns 

connected with It. He always treated It as a corps of 
thirty fire thoosand men ) be dstollrd with the roost 
solemn and almost lodieroos grarity in his (ostmctions 
all the dififerent positions that certain dlrlsloDS end 
reghnents in it, which In fret no longer existed 
•honld take up and retdn till the followiog day And 
erery night, when at the urgent solicitations of Ney 
It became necessary for him to go and awake the 
king to compel him to recommence bis route, he con 
•^tly expressed the same astonishment 

Such was the manner In which Ney conducted the 
retreat from ’Wlstma to a few wants beyond Evfi 
There, agreeably to his usual practice, the manhal 
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had stopped the Russians, and was devoting to rest the 
first hours of darkness, when about ten o'clock at 
night, he and de Wrede perceived that they were left 
alone. Their soldiers had quitted them, as well as 
their arms, which they saw glittering in piles near the 
fires which had been thus abandoned 

Fortunately, the seventy of the cold, which had 
completed the despondence and dismay of our own 
troops, had also paralyzed the strength of the enemy. 
Ney -with difficulty got up mth his column, consisting 
now of mere fugitives , a few Cossacks were driving 
them forward, .mthout endeavounng either to kill or 
take them pnsoners This might perhaps arise 
from some feelings of pity, for in time men become 
tired of every thing the dreadful extent of our mise- 
ries might perhaps have shocked the Russians them- 
selves, and made them think that they had been suffi- 
ciently avenged, for they m mfiny instances proved 
themselves generous foes , or, possibly, the relaxation 
of their efforts against us might be owing to their 
being impeded and weighed down by plunder It is, 
moreover, possible that, in the obscurity of night, they 
did not clearly perccnc that their enemies were 
unarmed 

"Winter, the formidable ally of the Muscovites, had 
sold them bis assistance at a high price Their disorder 
pursued our disorder We rccoicred many prisoners 
^\ho had several times escaped from their frozen hands, 
and impnircd or inadvertent eyes. They had, at first, 
marched in the midst of their shapeless and scattered 
column, M ithout being noticed There were some vho 
then seized afa^ourableopportunIt)',■\cnturcd to attack 
single Russian soldiers, and take from them their pro- 
vt'.ion, their uniform, and even their arms, ■which tlicy 
applied to their own use. Thus disguised, the} boldh 
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Nofemter for tliirty teren diyi and tlurty leywi 
zn^ta. 

Erery day at fire in the ereniiig be took np a pod 
don atopped the adrance of the Rnnians, and gare 
hia aoldlera time toeat and to rest and at teno' clock 
leaumed hla march. Daring the whole of the night) 
he poihed on before him the nmnenma atngglen by 
conTTnanda, entreadea, and aomethnea eren by blort. 
Abont daybrealc, at eeren, he atoppetl and again 
took np a poaidonf tni irznalntd onder anna, and in 
readlnm for the enemy tfll ten in the morning The 
Rnatjana then reappeared* and it became neceaaary to 
fight tni erening gaining on the rear aa mnch or aa 
little gro un d aa poaaible. Hiat, at fint, conformed 
to the gezmral oi^r of march, and latterly depended 
upon dreg matin cet 

For daring a loi^ time thla rear*gaard conaifted 
only of tro thousand mm, then of a thonaand, after* 
warda of about fire handred andatliat ofaixtymen 
and yet Berthler zriiether from policy or from routine 
bahita of hoainea, h«d madw no change in the forma 
connected with it. He alwaya treated it aa a corpt of 
thirty fire thooaand men j he detailed with the most 
aolemn and almoat lodtcroua grarlty in hit instmetiona 
all the diiTerent poaUiont that certain diriaiooa end 
regiments fn it, which in foct no longer existed 
ahoold take op and retain till the following day And 
erery night, when at the urgent aoUcitations of Ney, 
it became neceaaaiy for him to go and awake the 
king to compel him to reco mm ence his route ho con 
expreased the tame aatonlshment. 

Soch was the manner in which Ney condacted the 
retreat from 'Wlaima to a few wents beyond Er^ 
There agreeably to bia uanal practice, the marshal 
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linJ slopped tlic Rus‘?ian'5,and uas dc\oling to rest the 
first liourfl of darl nc's, ^\hcn about ten o’clock nt 
night, he and dc Wrede perceived thatthej ucrc left 
alone. T^ieir soldiers had quitted them, ns s\cll ns 
their armi, mIiicIi they ra\v glittering in piles near the 
fires uhich had been thus abandoned 

rortunnfeh, the seventy of the cold, s^hich hnd 
couipleUd the de*pondcnre and dismnj of our onn 
troop , hnd also pnrnljrcd the strength of the enemy 
Mtj wnth difTif ult\ got up vith Ins column, ronsiKtinc; 
now of men fugiiurs, a few Cos'ncks were driving 
them forward, without endensounng either to I ill or 
lake them prisoners Tins inittht jierhaps nn*c 
from ‘■omc feelings of pit\, for m time men heroine 
tired of ever \ thing the dreadful extent of our nuse> 
ne' might perhaps ha\c shoefed the Ru’-sintis them- 
fchc‘, and made lliim tbmb that tbe\ had hi on ftifn- 
ricntl} n^rngul, fortlirv in man) instauee' jiro\td 
fbemsehes gi nt roii- foes , or, j»o‘''ibh, the rt Inxatton 
of llnir cfTorts ng.airst ii*^ might bo owing to the.r 
bt ing imj'cdi il end weighed doi.Ti by jduiider It i«, 
monoier, jHf'ibb that, m the ob'cunts of n^ght, tbf\ 
di<l n()t rk irlv jierccnc ilrl ibcir tn'’mic’‘ ssck 

iiri- ! titf d 
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ini«nmnglcd with their conqueror* and to great wu 
the dlsorgaoixation, each wu the itupid intdrertence, 
the proitretioD of intellect. Into which this had 
fallen, that these prisoiiera toarched among them for 
a whole month witbont being recognised. Katnsora 
hundred thonsand men ware at that tune reduced to 
thirtj fire thousand Of 'Wittgenitem ■ fiftT’thoutand 
Rusiians tcarcely Efbeen thousand were now remaining 
'Wilson asserts that of a reinforcement of ten thousand 
men, who quitted the loterior of Russia with ererT* 
preparadon and precaodoD possible against the effects 
of winter only serenteen hundred arrired at WQna. 
But the head of a column was quite roffldent against 
our now unarmed soldier*. Ney In rain attempted 
to rally a few of them and tb msm who had hitherto, 
ahooat alone, retained some power and command 
orer the rout, was now coDpeUed to follow it. He 
arrired with It at Eowno, the last town in the Russian 
empire. 

At length on the 13th of December after haring 
marched {brty>six days under so galling and dread 
fol a yohe they reached a friendly territory Im 
mediately without hslting without eren looUng 
behind them the greater number plunged Into 
the cztenslre forests of Polish Frusti^ and there 
dispersed- But there were some who oa reaching 
the allies bank of the rirer stopped for a moment to 
look back. There they took a last riew of that land 
of sorrow and anguish from which they had just 
escaped and when refiectlng that from this reiy spot 
fire months before their locnmerahle esgles had started 
In the delightful anticipation of gloty and rlctory we 
are told that tears fell from their eyes and that their 
sobs and groans were distinctly audible 

** Here then, at last, they bad retched that bank 
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■wtole of the fraud army ' And miny of theM fogt- 
tirot xt wts to be obaerved wore recnriti who had 
only recentlr arrived to join it 1" 

Two hingi, a prince eight marehaU, followed by 
a few officer! lome general* on foot, duperaed end 
withont attendanta, and a few htmdred men of the 
old guard atiU armed constituted ita only remain* 
these were ita only repreaentadvee 

Or rather it ahoold be aald that it adU breathed in 
all ita iifeand Tigoorhimarihal Ney 1 appeal com 
radea, to you 1 I appeal to our allies, and even to oar 
enemiea I Let oa pay to the memory of an nnfortnnate 
hero the homage wUch laaojoftl^ doe and facts will 
be amply raffident for this parpoae. All were in a 
state of d%bt end Marat himself posting through 
Kowm u thronghWUna, baued but afterwards coon 
tenaanded orden for raying .at Tilsit, and at last 
fixed DpOD Oumbinnen. Ney a^nrarda entered Kow- 
so, aeootopanied only by fils aides de>camp for all 
aronnd him had deserted their colours, or rank under 
their difficulties. From the tune of bis leariog 'Wlax 
ma, this had been the fourth rear^guard that had been 
destroyed ander hii bands bat vintcrand fomlnehad 
contributed far more to that destruction than the Rua 
slani For the fourth time be remained nkme in the 
presence of the enemy } and still firm and ondtuoted 
he endeavoured to obtain a fifth rear-guard 

The marshal found InKowno acompany of artillery 
men, consisting of three hondred Oenuans who con 
sututed the garrieoDof the place and general Mar 
chand with four hundred men. Of these he assumed 
the command And in the first place he inspected the 
dty to reconnoitre its position and if possible to rally 
any troops that might remain m It. He fonnd how- 
arer none but sick and wounded, who were attempt 
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ude-de-camp hid not fortunately parried the blow 
aimed at lum and asdited his eacape. 

Ney then lummoned hi* infantry but of the two 
weak battalion* which compoted it, one only had taken 
up arm* It conakted of the three hundred Gennaua 
of the garriKm. He drew them up in order addreaied 
them in a few word* of animation, and aj the enemy 
wa* DOW fast approadimg^ wai juit about to giro the 
command to £re when a Ruaaian bullet, after carrying 
away before it the top of the paliiade broke the 
thigh of their coloneL The officer fell to the gronnd 
and, feeling that hie woond wa* mortal, he coolly took 
one of hi* putol* and blew out hU brains before hi* 
mem At thla act of despair his anldier* were com- 
pletely shocked and panfostruck, and Instantly thow 
Ing down their arm* In horror and consteroatios, be* 
took themselrea to flight. 

Ney, thus shandoc^ by aQ, yet neither abandoDcd 
himself DOT hi* poet. After some nselesi eflbrt* to 
check the fugitiTes he collected their arms whidiwere 
loaded he became once mora a soldier and for the 
fifth time presented an intrepid front to some thoasands 
of RosiUdi HU audacity diecked them it inspired 
some seme of shams into a few of the artillery men 
who immedUtely hnitated end supported tbeir manbal ; 
and it aflorded time to bU aide-de-camp Kyemd* end 
general Gerard to collect thirty soldiers, and bring 
up two or three light piece* and also to generals 
l^ru and Marclund for collecting the only l^ttaUon 
then remaining 

Dat hut at thU moment commenced beyond the 
NIemsn nod near the bndgo of Cowno the second at 
tackby thoRassuns it was about half-past twoo clock 
Ney despatched Ledm and Mircbaod, with their 
four bondred men to retake and tccore that passage 
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■and himself, "witliout relaxing his efforts, or disturbing 
himself about what was going on behmd him, fought 
at the head of thirty men, and maintained his ground 
till night at the Wilna gate He then passed through 
Kowmo. and over the Niemen, fighting the whole of 
the way, never hastening into flight, always the last 
in the march, supporting to the very last moment the 
honour of our arms, and for the hundredth time in 
the course of forty days and forty nights, ready to 
sacrifice his own life and bberty to save a few more 
Frenchmen from the dreadful wreck He at length 
quitted that fatal country, the last man that left it of 
the grand army, proving to the world that even fortune 
herself is powei less against the energy of true valour, 
and that the genuine hero converts every thing mto 
glory, even the most serious and accumulated dis- 
asters 

It was eight o’clock at night, when he reached the 
allied bank Then, seeing the catastrophe accom- 
phshed, Marchand driven back to the entrance of the 
bridge, and the Wilkoivisky road, which Murat had 
taken, covered with enemies, he threw himself on the 
nght, and plunged into the woods and disappeared. 


CHAPTER V. 

When Murat reached Gumbinnen,he was exceedingly 
surprised to find Ney there, and to learn that from 
Kowno, the army had marched without a rear-guard.^ 
Fortunately, the pursuit of the Russians after they 
had recovered possession of their terntory had relaxed 
They appeared to hesitate on the Prussian frontier, m 
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dcmbt wbether to enter open rt aj allin or enemle*. 
Ifnrat aralled binaelf of tbU hesltatHin to 'top for 
leyeral dayt at Gombjuien and to direct upon the 
towns bordering on the Vutnla the remains of the 
di£erent corps 

At the moment that be tbns djatriboted the army he 
called together the ebliif* of iL At thU conncll he 
seems to bare been inspired by some evil genlos TVe 
wrmld willingly mppose bnn to bare been mdnenced 
merely by the embarrassment which he felt in the pre- 
sence of thoae warriors at the precipitation of his 
fllgbtf or by temporary exasperation against the em 
peror for attach!^ to lum so fearfol a responsibility 
or by the sense of shame on reappearing in the very 
midst of nations which had been the most oppressed 
by oar victones, in a state of sneh defeat and discom 
fitnre As bowevar bta words bear naturally a far 
more criminal co nstru ctiom and a constmetian which 
bUr actions by no means contradicled as^ in fact they 
were the first indications of bis defection, it Is Impos- 
sible for history to tnpprees them 

This warrior who had ascended the throne solely by 
the right of conquest had now returned conquered. 
From the Brit moment of his entering on the territory 
which he had lobjogated he felt as if it was giving 
way DJider his feet, and as if hb crown was tottenng 
opon his head. A thoosand times In the conite of thh 
campaign he hid exposed bunself to the most Imml 
nsnt dangers but the monarch who had felt not the 
slightest fear of meetli^ death as a soldier of the ad 
vanced guard could not support the apprehension of 
living without a crown and on the present occasion, 
vre find him In the midst of the chleb, of whom hb bro- 
ther hod him appointed the head accusing the ambition 
of that brother in which be bad poltldpoted in order 
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to absolve himself from the negltct or violation of his 
trust ^ 

He exclaimed, “ That it was no longer possible 
to serve a madman , that there was no longei any 
security in adhering to his cause , that not a single 
prince in Europe relied either upon his word or trea- 
ties He bitterly regretted his rejecting the proposi- 
tions of England , had ho not done so,” he added, 
“ he should still have been a powerful sovereign, like 
the emperor of Austria and the king of Prussia ” 

Here he was mterrupted by Davoust, who obsen^ed 
with great ammation, “ The king of Prussia and the 
emperor of Austria are monarchs by the grace of 
God, sovereigns, whose thrones are cemented by the 
power of time, and the long usage and hei editary 
attachment of their subjects But you,” said he, 
“ are king only by the grace of Napoleon, and of 
French blood , and you can continue king only by 
the power of Napoleon and by alhance with France 
You are blinded by black ingratitude *” And he im- 
mediately added, “ that he should forthwith denounce 
him to his emperor ” The other chiefs said notlungt 
They considered the language of the king as a mere 
burst of vexation, and attributed to his uncontrollable 
impetuosity only those expressions of which the per- 
sonal animosity and natuially suspicious temper of 
Davoust had too clearly and fully comprehended the 
meamng 

Murat was abashed and confounded He felt that 
he was guilty Thus was extinguished the 6rst spark of 
that treason, which at a later period was destined to 
prove the destruction of France History notices it 
only with regret, as the subsequent repentance and 
the pumshment were equal to the guilt 

It became necessary, in a short time, to appear ui 
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fill oar dutren aod hinnQiation Kcmlgib«rg That 
grand arlny rvhich m the coort* of the preceding 
twenty yean had marched in triumph throegh all the 
capitili of Europe, now for the firat time reappeared 
matOated disarmed and fogitive In one of those 
which Its glory had redaced to the greatest abase* 
ment Its Inhahltanti hastened into the streets as we 
passed akmg to obserre pnd rechon onr wonnds and 
to estimate by the zminber and extent of otzr mis 
fortnnes the foondnUon on which they might hoild 
their hopes we were forced to rrgale their eager ond 
delighted eyeswith OUT tnberies to tsbnuttopan under 
the yoVe of their delight and dragging oar squalid 
and miserable forms in fall review before their detest 
ed icraHuy to march under the almost Insupportable 
weight of calamity which the hatred of the spectators 
beh^ even with transport 
Yet the feeble remnant of the grand army did not 
give way even under this dreadful and hateful harden. 
Its spectral shade, already nearly dethroned still bore 
a lofty and Imposing attitude, and retained its air of 
sovereignty Conquered as it was by the elemeuts in 
the face merely of men it preferred its commanding 
and victorious demeanour 
The Germans, on their part, whether from their 
natoril insaseeptibUIty or frocn apprehension of the 
consequences of opposUlon, receiv^ us submlskively 
Their hatred disguised Itself under a cold avUltyt 
aud as ther seldom act from the sudden impulse of 
the moment, while they were waltlog for a signal, 
they were compelled to fumbh relief to our distresses 
Konlgsberg was in a short time nnoble to contain 
them. ‘WHuter which had thus &r Invetermtely par- 
sued us, DOW Suddenly left ns, and in a single night the 
thermometer fell twenty degrees. 
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This sudden transition was fatal to us A great 
number of soldiers and generals, whom the bracing 
power of the atmosphere had supported hitherto by 
the continual irritation it occasioned, now fell into a 
state of rapid decomposition Lariboissiere, general- 
in-chief of artillery, became a victim , Ebld, the pride 
of the army, soon followed him Every succeeding 
day, and every hour, fresh losses struck us Muth 
dismay 

In the midst of this general mourning, a popular 
commotion and a letter from Macdonald connected 
wi.h all these calamities a feeling of despair ^ The 
sick could no longer entertain the hope of even dying 
in a state of fieedom* it became necessary eitliei to 
abandon an expiring fnend or brother, or drag him on 
in that state as far as Elbing The insurrection "^vas 
alarming only as a s)'mptom of the geneial state of 
feeling, and was soon put down , but the intelligence 
from Macdonald was of the most senous and decisive 
import. 


CHAPTER VI. 

On the part of that marshal, the whole of the war had 
consisted in nothing more than a rapid march from 
Tilsit to Mittau, a deployment from the mouth of the 
Aa as far as Dunabourg, and finally, a continued 
defensive position in front of Riga This inevitably 
resulted from the composition of the army under him, 
which was almost wholly Prussian, from his position, 
and from the orders given him by Napoleon 

It was a daring determination of the emperor to 
confide his left wing, as well as his right wing and 
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Us retreat, to tbe support of Prussians and Anstnana. 
It was remarked that, at tbe same tune he had dls> 
peraed the Poles through tue whole army and It was 
the opinion of many that he wonld hare acted more 
wisely if he had coosolidated the tealoos attachment 
of the Poles and dispersed the hatred of the others 
But natives of the country were ererywhere wanted 
as interpreters, spies and gnidee and also for the 
impetnoos ardour which they displayed at the real 
point of attack. 'Hie Pntasians and Aastrians, more* 
orer would probably not have submitted to be so dli 
perted. On the left, Macdonald mth Mven thousand 
Baranans, Westphalians and Poles, appeared sulH 
dent to guard at once against the Prussians and the 
Russians. 

In the march forward there had been at first no 
other occupation for them than drMug before tbcxn 
a few poets and taking possesshm ofafewmagexinet 
There were afterwards a few skirmishes between the 
Aa and Riga. The Prasslans In a smart action took 
Bekau from the Russian general Lewu and then 
both parties remained quiet for twenty days Mac- 
dooald employed this time in gatoiog possession of 
Bunaboorg and In procuring from Mittau the heory 
artillery necessary for the siege of Riga. 

On ascertaiolng his approach on the 93rd of 
August, the commander In chief at Riga ordered a 
sortie of the whole body of hU troops, in thrse 
columns. The two weakest were to make two Cslie 
attacks, one by following op the doast of the Baltic 
sea and the other directW upon MHtau The third 
eolumn, which was of considerable strength and com- 
manded by Lewis was at the same time to cany Eckaa 
drire the Pro 5i4iM Into the Aa cross that rfrer and 
capture or destroy the park of artillery 
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Every thing succeeded except beyond the Aa, where 
Grawert, at length supported by Kleist, repulsed 
Lewis, and, vigorously pursuing the track of the Rus- 
sians as far as Eckau, completely defeated him at that 
place Lewis fell back in absolute rout as far as 
the Duna, which he crossed by a ford, leaving behind 
him a great number of prisoners. 

Thus far Macdonald had been perfectly satisfied. 
It IS even said that, at Smolensk, Napoleon enter- 
tained thoughts of raising Yorck to the rank of mar- 
shal of the empire, at the same time that he caused 
Schwartzenberg to be noramated field marshal at 
Vienna The claims, however, of these t\\ o chiefs to 
promotion were by no means equal 

Dangerous sj'mptoms began to appear in both oilr 
Mings, and among the Austnans ivere inflamed by the 
officers their general, however, kept them to their 
duty and in our'alliance , he even communicated to 
us the disaffected disposition that prevailed among 
them, and suggested means for preventing its conta- 
gion from extending to our other allies who were 
intermingled mth his own troops. 

With our left wing it was otherwise , the Prussian 
army was conducting itself mth good faith and with- 
out any advertence to past grievances, while its general 
"was conspiring aga.nst us Accordingly, in the va- 
rious actions which took place, the commander of the 
right wing was always zealously urging on his troops, 
who on their part manifested decided reluctance, 
while the troops of the left wing pushed forward their 
commander, who alone felt averse to the service 
Among the Prussians, the officers, the soldiers, 
Grawert himself, a veteran, loyal, and honourable 
warxior, without a particle of the politician in his 
composition, all did their duty bravely and freely. 
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■Wtenfver they -n-cre oiir e s tt l cted hy thdr cKef 
thev fcmght l\ke licmi they vrtre rttoWed, tbiy »»id, 
to from the recoUecdoo of the French the da« 
grace of their dhicomfitnTe in 1600 to recooqaer our 
esteem to yanqoiih In the presence of the men who 
had yaiwpilihed them, to prore that their defeat had 
been entirely attrlbntable to their goremmont, and 
that they had been deaervlog of a better fate. 

orck had h^her newa. Be beloi^ed to the to- 
clety of The Friends of Virtue, the bond of tmioo 
In which tyas hatred of the French and the object of 
which wai to dnre them entirely ont of Germany 
Bat Napoleon wu rtin nctoHoos, and the Pmtslan 
was afimd of e oum xlttlng hlmael£ Bealdes, the jna- 
rice of hTacdonald hU mUdness and his mUitary repo 
tatlon had wau the afectfon of hit troops Nerer 
had they been to happy the Pnasians said “ as 
under the c omroao d of a Frenchman.” In fact being 
■Qnitedrrith the conqaerois nod et^Joying together edth 
them the rights of conqoest, these prenonsly con 
qaered men had easily permitted themselres to be 
won orer by the Irreslttlble aUractton of belonging to 
the Tictcnooi party 

Erery thing concurred to protnote these Idndly feel 
logs. Their administration was condocted by an in 
tendant and agcmU selected from their own army 
They liredm abundance it wtis, bowerer ontbUrery 
iubject that the quarrel originated between Macdo- 
nald and \orch and that the hatred of the latter 
found an opportunity for its diGTaslon. 

In the Brat instance, complaints came In from the 
(Ountry ogalnst this admlnUtratlon In a short 
time a French eommisnoner trriied and whether 
from riraUtr or from a spirit of justice he accused 
the Prussian Intendaut of haruMuig the country by 
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enormous reqiusitions of cattle He sent them,” it 
ivas said, “ into Prussia, which had been exhausted 
hy OUT passage through it the army had been de- 
frauded of them, and a scarcity would soon he feltin it 
According to him, this manoeuvre was known and 
connived at by Yorck Macdonald gave credit to the 
accusation and discharged the intendant, conferring 
the admimstration upon the accuser , and Yorck, in 
the bitterness and exasperation of his feelings, thought 
now of nothing hut revenge 

Napoleon was then at Moscow The Prussian ob- 
served him with the keenest vigilance , he looked for- 
ward with debght to the natural consequences of his 
temerity, it seems as if he had yielded even some- 
what jirecipitately to the temptation thus offered him, 
and anticipated, as certain, the course of events which 
appeared so probable On the 29th of September, 
the Russian general was apprized that Yorck had > 
uncovered' Mittau , and, whether he had received rein- . 
forcements, for in fact two divisions had just arrived 
from Fmland, or whether from rehance of a different 
description, he ventured into that city, recaptured 'it,- 
and was preparing to follow up his advantage. The 
grand park of siege-artillery was on the point of being ' 
carried off, Yorck, if we may credit certain witnesses^ 
who were present, had left it unprotected^ he made no 
effort to resist, and perfidiously exposed it to the 
enemy 

j The chief of the staff, it is said, was perfectly in- 
dignant at this act of treachery, and represented to 
his general in the strongest terms that he was about 
to ruin himself, together with the honour of the Prus- 
sian arms , and Yorck, it is stated, was so struck hy 
the representation that, from fear of consequences, he 
permitted Kleist to put himself in motion. His 
VoL II 2 H 
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cpproftdi w«s encrngh. Bat on this oceuioBt althoogh 
a rogTilsr battle took place there were scarcely foor 
hundred men lost on h^ pdea. This petty warfare 
being over, each party rcanmed its ibrmer position. 


CHAPTER Vn 

Ov receiving this intelligence, Xlscdonald was greatly 
disturbed and irritated and hastened away from his 
right wing where perhaps, he had continued too long 
at a distance from the Pmsslans The surprise of 
Mlttan the danger which the slege^artillery bad been 
In, the obstinacy of Yoreh in not pomii^ the enemy 
and various secret details which reached him from the 
head«^;Txartera of that general excited in him a high 
degree of alann. Bat in proportion as anspidons 
were well founded the more nece ssa ry St was to dls 
semhie in fact the Prutsian army had hy no means 
been an accompbce in the conspiracy of its chief bht 
had fought Intrepidly and hanourably, the enemy had 
quitted his bold appearances bod been kept up, and 
policy required that hlardooald shoold have appeared 
satished 

He did, however precisely the reverse His quick 
temper or his high pnodples of honour would not 
permit him to dbsmble He broke out in reproaches 
against the Prussian genera] at the very moment when 
hit troops pndlng themselves on their success, were 
expecting praises and rewards. Yorck knew hut too 
Well how to lodocQ his soldiers thus disappointed in 
their expectstions, to participate in the disgust of a 
bumiLatlon which was intended to he exclusively hit 
own. 
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We perceive in Macdonald’s letters the just grounds 
which existed for his displeasure He wrote to 
Yorck, “ that it was disgraceful to him to suffer his 
posts to he continually attacked, without once annoy- 
ing the enemy in his turn , that since he had been in 
front of the Russians, he had done nothmg but repel 
their assaults, without having m any one instance taken 
up the offensive, although his officers and troopa had 
been actuated by the best possible spirit ” This was 
precisely the case, for, generally speaking, it was sur- 
pnsmg to observe the ardour and zeal of these Ger- 
mans in a cause in winch they were not naturally in- 
terested, and which, indeed, they might have been 
expected to regard as hostile 

All of them rushed emulously into the midst of 
dangers, m order to obtain the esteem of the grand 
army and a eulogium from Napoleon Their princes 
preferred the plam French silver star of honour to 
the most superb nbands of other orders The geniufe 
of Napoleon seemed to have fascinated or subdued 
them all a second time As magnificent m remunera- 
tion as he was prompt and terrible in punishment, he 
appeared to resemble one of the grand centrfes of 
nature, and to be a leservoir and dispenser of every 
description of good With many of the Germans, 
moreover, there existed also something of a mystic 
adnuiation for a life which appeared to be a series of 
marvellous adventures, and was particularly adapted 
to their national taste 

But their enthusiastic admiration depended Upon 
success, and already his fatal retreat had commenced , 
already, from the north to the south of Europe, the 
outcry of Russia for vengeance echoed back com- 
pletely that from Spam they crossed each other on 
the still enslaved countries of Germany, and resounded 
, 2 H 2 
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oriMT TTie two rut «mfl*grationi 
through all hertomtrite cxtmnltles of Enropo wero 
exiitmg at the oppofi iti centre they lighted up In it 
htitening to omte i aod emitted iDnamerahle tparka 
the tplmidoajr of dayedmlmoa into heart* animated 
•which found a ready | which wa* raieed by mjttidim to 
hy a patrioUo hatred In proportion a* otar rooted 

the fenrourof fonarid Germany a low aod hollow 
fagitirea epproachedahog foom it* boeom, a mnnnur 
sound iru beard isacertain and fearful, but ot tha 
a* yet hesitatir^, unTeraaL 

tame time nearly omie eereral unirenitiest who had 
The stndenti of th idea* of independence inspired 
eagerly cherished th#titutlona, which confirm to them 
by their ancient con prlrfleget, filled also with an! 
ararietyof Talaahle diiralric renown which 

insting roeoUecfaooil wd enjoyed in fonaeriige* end 
their country meritedtlf of that cmmtry a Jealoniy 
entertaining on belflory a* Interfering -crith it, had 
against all foreign gbeginmng hostile to n** Perfect 
contmoed from the datioos ofpobcy, they had never 
straiten to the calc\cd by OUT cooqnest A* soon a* 
been in reality subdtf)o^e*t began to •wane, similar 
the effect of that cfie students operated also on tho 
feelings to those of Oo the soldier The anodatkm 
politician and eron cwtoe gave to tho popular more- 
of The Friends of V>f a rast organixed combination } 
meet tbe appearance (Ujdred, but there was no gene« 
a few chieb really coi' a msre tpooUneous impulse n 
ral conspiracy it was* and nniTcrsaL 
sensation slmuUanroulfoIly inflamed this dUposItlon 
Alexander Ttiy sfc^T his addresses to the Germans, 
by hi* proclamation*, ■ch of them a* became hi* pri 
and by condUatiDg au't to the monarchi ot Europe, 
soner* ^\^th resped® were as yet the only ones who 
himseU ind Bercadot 
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had marched respectn ely at the liead of then subject*? 
Tlie others, restrained either by policy or honour, had 
all suffered their subjects to anticipate them 

Tins contagion had found admission into the grand 
army ; since the passage of the Berezina, Napoleon 
had been -named of it Communications had taken 
place between the Bavarian, Saxon, and Austrian ge- 
nerals On the left, the disaffection of Yorck rapidly 
increased, and gained over a part of his troops , all 
the enemies of France were uniting , and Macdonald, 
surprised and astonished, had just had to reject with 
disdain the perfidious suggestions of an aide-de-camp 
of Moreau The reputation of our victories, how- 
ever, had sunk so deep in the minds of the Germans, 
they had been so completely ^subdued and broken down, 
that It required some tune to enable them to nse 

On the 15th of November, Macdonald pereeiving 
That the left of the line of the Russians vas extended 
too far from Riga, between him and the Duna, or- 
dered a senes of false attacks to be made on the whole 
of their front, and made a real one upon their centre, 
which he rapidly dashed through, advancing as far as 
the river near Dahlenkirchen The whole left of the 
Russians, Le-wis and five thousand men, were thus cut 
off from their retreat, and driven back upon the 
Duna 

Le-wis sought in vain for an outlet , he found tlie 
enemy wherever he turned, and lost in the first onset 
two battahons and one squadron His whole force 
would have been captured if he had been more closely 
pressed , but he was allowed both space and time to 
recover himself , as the cold Avas increasing,- and the 
general saw no possibility of his escaping by land, he 
ventured to trust the yet feeble ice,which was beginning 
to cover the nver. He ordered a platform of planks 

2 H 3 
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and ptnw to be laid over it, and tboi crowing tbt 
Dona at two pointi between Frederickstadt and Lin 
dau reentered Higa joat as bis companions {lad 
begun to despair of Ms safety *- 

On the daj following this action Macdonald be> 
came appmed of the retreat of Napoleon towards 
Smolensk, bat not of the disorgankation of the onnp 
A few dajs afterwards sinister reports reached him 
of the capture of Minsk. He was bocoming more 
and more anxioot and agitated when on the 4th of 
I)ecember he received a letter from Marat, grossly 
inflating the victory of the fiertalna, and annotmcing 
the capture of nio^ thousand Kasdans, nine stands of 
colonrs, and twelve pieces of cannon. Ihe admiral, 
it stated was rodaced to thirteen thousand men. 

On the Srd of December ^e Rnistans at K%a 
were agam repolsed hy the Pnissians in one of their 
sorties, ^orck either from prudence or irom doty 
restrained himself hfacdonald had been reconciled 
to him and so late as the 18th of December twelve 
days after Napoleon s departore and eight days after 
the capture of TtHna by Kntnsof In short when 
Macdonald commenced his retreat, thePmssisn army 
yontinaed faithful 


CHAPTER Vin 

Tbi order for Macdonald to retreat slowly upon Tllsit 
was despatched from WTlna, on the 0th of ^cember 
by the hands of a Prussian officer It was transmitted 
only by one cbanoel and no Idea seems to hare tug 
gcsted itself of making use of Uthuanlans to convey 
a message of such vast Importance Thai absurdly 
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and carelessly was hazarded the safety of the last anny 
remaining, and nhich might he almost said to have 
remained untouclied This order, written at only four 
days’ distance from Macdonald, was delayed on the 
road, and took nine days in reachmg him 

The marshal directed his retreat on Tilsit, bypass- 
ing between Telzs and Szawlia. Yorck and the greater 
part of the Prussians constituting his rear-guard 
marched at one day’s distance from him, m contact with 
the Russians and left entirely to their own conduct 
Some have made this a reproach against Macdonald; 
but the greater number have left the question unde- 
cided, alleging that m a position so very delicate and 
critical confidence and suspicion must be equally 
dangerous. 

Those who adopt this latter opinion, observe that 
the French marshal did all that prudence required of 
him in keeping with himself one of Yorck’s divisions^ 
the other, which was commanded by Massenbach, was 
under the direction of the French general Bachelu, 
and formed the advanced guard. The Prussian army 
was thus divided into two corps, ivith Macdonald 
between them, who seemed to thmk that one •was a 
security for the good bohavioui of the other 

At first all went on well, although danger existed 
every where, in fiont, behind, and on the flank , foi* 
the grand army of Kutusof h5d already sent on three 
advanced guards to mtercept the duke of Tarentum’s 
retreat. Macdonald fell in with one of these at Kelm, 
■mth another at Piklupenen, and with the third at 
Tilsit The ardour of the Prussian black hussars and 
dragoons appeared to redouble The Russian hussars 
of Ysum were defeated and cut to pieces at Kelm. 
On the 27th of Decemher, after ten hours’ march, 
these Prussian troops came in sight of Piklupenen and 
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the Rutsian brigade of I^icow, and without itopping 
to take breath attacked and dleperted theiiif taldng 
two baitaliona priaoner*. On the following day they 
retook Tilsit from the Hoasian general Tettenbom. 

Macdonald bad aoveral dayi before thu receired a 
letter froto Bei^ier dated at Antonowo on the 14th 
of December Informing him that the army was no 
longer In existence and that it waa necessary for him 
to reach the Pregel at soon as poaaible that be zn^ht 
cover Konigsberg and be ablo to make good hu 
treat npon Elbing and Marienburg The moxahal had 
concealed this intelligence from the Prussians Hi 
thertothe cold and the forced marches had drawn frocn 
them zm complaint no mdlcatioD of dtsafection had 
appeared among them brandy and promioni had 
b^n always almndauL 

On the tsth, howerer when general Baehela was 
extending his force on the right towards Regnltt in 
order to drive out the RoifUns who had taken refoga 
there from Tilsit, the Fnitslan officers began to com- 
plaln of the fatlgno of thslr troops their advanced 
guard, inarching on very relactantly and incautioosly 
suffered themselves to be surprised and were thrown 
into confusion Bachelu however milled them and 
renewed the action and entered Regnlti. 

Macdonald about this tune baving reached Tilsit, 
was waiting there for the amval of Yorck and the 
remainder of the Rutsiao army who however came 
not. OntheSOth the officers and the orders that he 
sent to them were multijdied without any effert. No 
news transpired of Yorck, On the SOth Macdo- 
nald s anxiety had very painfully increased and is 
fully depicted In ooe of his letters, of that date In 
which however ho does not yet openly express his 
suspicions of any defection Ileobierrid *♦ that ho 
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could not compreliend the causes of such delay; that 
a multitude of officers and cmicsanes had been de- 
spatched to Yorck wth his orders to rejoin him, and 
that he had received no nnsner. Thus, with the ene- 
my rapidly advancing upon him, lie had been com- 
pelled to suspend his retreat, far he could not prevail 
upon himself to abandon that corps, and retreat \nth» 
out Yorch , and yet the delaj^ nould perhaps be fatal 
to him ” 

The letter concluded with these words : “ I have 
exhausted myself in conjectures Were I in my pre- 
sent circumstances to continue the retreat, what 
would the emperor say to my doing so ? YTiat would 
be the judgment of the army, of France and of Europe ? 
Would It not bring a stain upon the tenth corps which 
itnouldbe impossible ever to expunge, voluntarily to 
abandon a part of its troops, without any other com- 
pulsion than that of prudence ? Oh, no ' whatever ' 
may be the event, I willingly resign and devote my- 
self as a victim, provided that I might be the only 
one ” he ended with wishing the French general “ that 
repose which his melancholy and anxious situation 
had long withheld from himself.” 

On the same day he recalled Bachelu and the Prus- 
sian cavalry who were still m Regnitz to Tilsit. It 
was night Bachelu gave instructions for complying 
with the order, but the Prussian colonels refused to 
obey them, alleging for their refusal vai lous pretexts 
They said “ that the roads were impracticable. It 
was not usual or right to make men march, at such a 
dreadful season, and at such an hour They were re- 
sponsible for their regiments to their king ” The 
French general was astonished, and comanded instant 
silence and obedience His firmness prevailed, and 
.they obeyed although slowly A Russian general 
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luui iittimiAted hiroMlf into tlieir rtski be nr^d 
them to dellrer tip to htm thU only Frencbinaa whom 
they bad among tbem, and tmder trboae command they 
were bnttbePnmiani wOUng os tbeywere to abandon 
Bacbehi coold not be prerafied upon to betray Him 
and at length they began their march. 

In R^rutXr ^ clock at night they had 

fated to mount their horeea at Tilsitt which they 
leached at two in the morning they rtfoaed to alight 
fromihem- H o werer at fire all had entered the place 
and aa order appeared to berea to re J the general re* 
tired to take tome reat. Bat their obedience had been 
only dinemhied Aa toon oa the Pmaaiani aaw that 
they were no longer watched they l e amn ed their arma, 
left their quartern, and with Maaienbach at their head 
quitted Tllfit in ailaoce, and onder corer of the night, 
^e dawn of cheloatdayof ISIS apprixed Macdo- 
nald that the Fnmian army had deserted him. 

It waa Yorck who, hiatead of rejoining him, had 
detached from him Maaaenbach whom he had joat re- 
called. Hit deCectkm whldi hid commenced on the 
SSth of December waa Sow completed On the 30th 
of December a conrentlon between korck and the 
RotsUn general Dibich bad been concloded at TanrcH 
gen. ^ The Praulan troopa were to be cantoned on 
their own irontien and to remain nentml for two 
itoontha, eren if their goremment ahoald dbapprore 
thia anniatice On the czpIrDtIon of that term the 
Toada iboald be open to them to rejoin the French 
troops if their king penrltted In comroanding lu 

korck, and more particnlarly Maaaenbach either 
tinjugi appreienifam from the rollih rhWflon mi£i 
which they were imlted or from reapect for Macdo 
nald. coodarted their defection with considerable de- 
cornm. They both wrote to the tnarahal. korck an 
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nounccd to him the con\ention just concluded by him, 
i\hich lie coloured nnd attempted to justify hy specious 
prctcTts “ He Imd been reduced to it by fatigue nnd 
necessity ” but he added, “ that whatever judgment 
thenorld might form of his conduct it uouldgivc him 
Tcry little uneasiness , that it had been adopted by 
him from a consideration of ■ahat \\as due to his troops, 
and after the most deliberate reflection ; nnd finally, 
that, •whatever appearances might indicate, he lind 
been guided only by the purest motives " Mnssen- 
bach excused himself for going oflT clandestinely. 
“He had been desirous to a^old a sensation most 
afllicting to his Iicart, and he had been apprehensive 
lest the sentiments of respect and esteem which he 
should never cease to entertain for the marshal might 
have interfered with the performance of what ho 
deemed his duty.” 

Macdonald thus saw himself suddenly reduced from 
twenty-nine thousand men to only nine thousand , 
but, considering the anxiety in w’hicli he had lived for 
the last two days, it was some relief to have it in any 
w ay terminated. 


CHAPTER IX 

Tinrs commenced the defection of our allies, I ■will 
not sit in judgment on the morality of this proceeding, 
but leave it to be decided by posterity As a contem- 
porary histonan, however, it is my duty not merely to 
relate facts, but also the impression made by them, 
and such as it still exists, in the minds of the chief 
commanders of the two corps of the alhed army, the 
agents and the victims. 

The Prussians had been merely waiting for an op- 
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portrmltj to putan end to a forced tHUnce that op> 
portomtjr arrived^ and thep araHed thcmielret of It. 
HoTrerer not only did th^ refoio to deliTer up Mac- 
donald to tlie enemj btrt they determined not eren to 
qnitliiin till thej had extricated him fhsn the porer of 
Hnulaf and placed him in a itxte of aecnrity rrhen 
Macdonald^ on hla part, foimd hhntelf about to be 
abandoned bat at the tame time wlthoat Being able 
tohnng any poshire proof of it, he penUted In ataj 
ing at nuit, at the mercy of the Pmaaians rather 
than hit too prompt and andden retreat ahonld fhr- 
nbh them with a motire or plea for thdr defectiom 

The Pmtxiant did not abuse thb liberal and noble 
condnct. They were chargeable with defection bot 
not with treachery which b the preaent age and 
after the endaraace of »o many roffenngt, may itill 
be contldered u a merit of eome eonaequenee. They 
did not Job the Ranlana. Having reaped thtlr own 
frontier, they felt a repognance to aid their conqueror 
b defending their eotintry against those who pre- 
■anted themselvee u her Ilbernton and who actually 
were so they observed a state, of neutrality and did 
not, we must agab repeat, proceed even to this extent 
tni Macdonald, diieng^ed both from Ilanla and the 
Buistans, had bis retreat open before blm. 

The warsTisl continued this retreat on Konlgiberg 
by way of Loblsn and Tente« His rear was secared 
by Mortier and the division Heudolet whose recently 
arrived forces were stlU occupying lostcrberg and 
keeping b check TchlUhalreC On the 3rd of Jana 
ary his Junction with Mortier xras accomplished and 
he covared Konlgiberg 

It i^ris, however a fortunate drcumstaoce for the 
reputation of Yorek that Macdonald weakened as he 
was and haring had his retreat btermpted by that 
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Prussian general's defection, was in fact enabled to 
rejoin the grand army The inconccuable sloivness 
of Wittgenstein’s march saved the marshal the Rus- 
sian general, however, came up with Inm at Labiau 
and Tente , and there, but for the efforts of Ba- 
cbelu and his brigade, but for the intrepidity of the 
Polish colonel and captain Kameski and Ostrowshi, 
and of the Bavanan captain Mayer, Macdonald’s corps, 
in Its then state of abandonment, nonld have been 
defeated if not destroyed. Yorck would then have 
been supposed to have betrayed it to the enemy, and 
history would \nth every appearance of reason have 
branded him with the appellation of traitor. Six 
hundred French, Bavanans, and Poles were slain upon 
these two fields of battle , and their blood cries out in 
accusation against the Prussians for not guaranteeing, 
by one additional article, the retreat of the chief 
whom they had deserted 

The king of Prussia disavowed the proceedings of 
Yorck. He dismissed him from his command, appointed 
Blleist to succeed him, and ordered the new commander 
to arrest his former chief, and send him as well as 
Massenbach to Berlin, to undergo a trial there. But 
these generals retained their command notwithstand- 
ing The Prussian army conceived their sovereign to 
be under duress, an opinion founded on the circum- 
stance of Augereau and a number of French troops 
being at that time at Berlin ‘ 

Fredenck, however, was by no means unacquainted 
with our reverses. At Smorgony, Narbonne had ac-' 
cepted his mission to that monarch only on condition 
that Napoleon would allow an unbounded frankness of' 
communication It has been affirmed by him, and 
Augereau and several others, that Frederick was held 
to his engagements not merely by his being situated 

VoL II. ■' 



35d 


EitTOftT or triroLXOM's 


IS the midit of the grand army and bjr hJj app^ec^ 
tlott of Napoleon ■ reappearing with a new and per- 
hap* equally fomddablo anny ns at firrt, tut al*o by 
the solemn pledge of awom treaties for In the moral 
at well a* the natural world, erery thing it mixed, and 
each of oar actkmj it the reanlt of very different hut 
co-operating motive* But at length however' hi* 
good faith gave way before necetaity hit fiivt fear 
yielded to n greater one He wat it U tald, menace<i 
by hif own tubjecti an.1 our enemies with what would 
have amoanted to the Ion of hit crown 

'We oannot help remarking that the Pmnlan people 
who thus compelled their sovereign to tadetlon the 
ptowedmga of Yorck, ventured upon their emandpa 
tbn only with great tlowneaa a^ caution with the 
Rtbaluu within view azkd able to nsiist them, and not 
before our feeble remahit had quitted their territory 
In the course of thit retreat a single foot will detid 
cdly thow the feeling of this natiou ; and bow oom* 
pletely, notwithstanding the strength of its hatred to 
os it had been bowed down under the ascendency of 
our long aeries of victories. 

Davoatt, on being recalled to France, passed, with 
two others only through ••••• The Inhabitants of 
that town Were in expectation of the HuasUns, and 
at the light of these last Frenchmen on their return, 
became Ughly imtated. Groans and blttes, and all 
the VaHous methods by whldi cr o wds of men ttinmlatt 
the ludividuali composing them were employed on thb 
occasion, and shouts of menace soon lucceeded etch 
other with focreaimg violence. In a sboit thse the 
most infuriated among them aurrounded the mai'ihal • 
carriage and were already nnhamenlng the horse* 
when Hsvoust made fals appearance aod rushing upon 
the most iniolcnt of the rioters dragged him behind 



EXrEniTION TO noSSIA. 


359 


his carnage, and ordered his dome'^tics to bind him 
fast to t The populace, awe-struek by the action, 
instantly suspended their outrage, and for a moment 
became motionless with consternation , and then si- 
lently opened a passage for the marshal Avho drove 
through the midst of them nnresistedly carrying off 
his captive with him 


CHAPTER X 

Thus rapidly fell our left wing On our right wing, 
on the side of the Austrians, who were kept in eheck 
by a well-cemented alliance, a slow phlegmatic nation 
despotically governed by a close anstocracy, nothing 
sudden, and violent was to he apprehended. This wung 
also detached itself from us, but by insensible degrees 
and with the forms and caution which its political po- 
sition required. 

On the 10th of December, Schwartzenberg was at 
Slonim, presenting advanced guards in succession 
towards Minsk, Nowogrodeck, and Bielitza He 
was still persuaded that the Russians were defeated 
andm flight before Napoleon, when he at once heard 
of the departure of the emperor and the destiuctioii 
of the grand army, but this only in a general and 
vague way, so that he was for some time wdthout direc- 
tion 

In this state of embarrassment he applied to the 
French ambassador at Warsaw That minister in his 
reply, “ authorized him not to sacrifice a single man 
more” On the 14tth of December, therefore, he 
withdrew from Slomm to Bialystock An instruction 
from 'Murat, which he received while engaged m 

2 12 
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maktng tHi mommot, wu in perfect coofonsitT’ iritb 
it'* 

About tlie SI vt of December an order firom Alex* 
ander loxpended boetOUIet in this quarter and, as 
the interests of the Austrians vere in tmioc with those 
of the Russians, they socm came to a good under* 
standing A moreeble armistice, sanctioned by Murat, 
was entered into the Romian general and Schwart 
senberg were to manoeurre In front of eich other, 
the Russian on the offenslTe, and the Austrian on the 
defensiTe, bat to aroid to aotoal hostilltias. 

The corps of Regnier reduced to ten thousand men, 
*wai not indoded in this arrangement bot Schwart* 
zenberg while yieldlog to drcumstances, at the same 
thne penerered la hli ddeiity He sent In an account 
*05 erery thing to the head of the army be corertd 
with his Aostr^ troops the whole of the French lae 
and pretenred it The prince would not sufferhimself 
to deriate from his duty out of any complaisance and 
deferential atteutloa to the enemy; be bellered nothing 
merely upon that enemy's statement be reiolred 
before be abandoned any position to ascertain by 
bli own inspection that be was giving it up only to 
a force superior to his own and prepared to contend 
for it by arms Following op this system, he at length 
arrired on the Bug and the Narew, from Nor to Oi 
troleulco where bostiUtles ceased 

He was thus corerlng 'tFarsaw when on the ^Sod 
of January his gOTeminent ordered him to eracuate 
the Grand Duchy to teparate bis retreat from that of 
Regnier and to re*enter Oallida. Schwartzenberg 
obeyed this initmction, but slowly he resisted hcAh 
tbe urgent solidtations sod threateolug nmnoeurrti of 
hnioradowitch up to tbe Ifith of January; and even 
then he proceeded Ttry tardily In his retreat upon 
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Warsa\V', in ordei togi\e time for the evacuation of 
the hospitals and the greater part of the magazines 
He also procured for the inhabitants of that city a 
capitulation much more favourable than they had ex- 
pected ; and he even went still farther, by not deli- 
vering it up till the 8th, although the 5th had been the 
day appointed for that purpose, thus giving Regnier 
the advantage of three days over the Russians 

Regnier, indeed, was afterwards overtaken and sur- 
prised at Kalitch, but that was m consequence of his 
stopping too long in that place in order to protect the 
flight of some Polish depdts. In the first confusion 
occasioned by this unexpected attack, a Saxon bngade 
found itself separated from the French corps, and re- 
treated upon Schwartzenberg, who received it amicably, 
Austria permitted it to pass through h’er temtones, 
and restored it to the grand army near Dresden. 

However, on the 1st of January, ISIS, at Konigs- 
berg, where Murat was still, the actual desertion of 
the Prussians, and that contemplated by Austria, were 
unknown, when on a sudden Macdonald’s despatch, 
and the insurrection of the inhabitants of Konigsberg, 
apprized him of the commencement of a defection the 
consequences of which, it was impossible to foresee. 
The consternation was great , The sedition was first 
attempted to be put down by representations, for which, 
however, Ney was soon obliged to substitute menaces. 
Murat hastened his departure for Elbmg Komgsberg 
was incumbered with ten thousand sick and wounded, 
the greater part of whom were abandoned to the ge- 
nerosity of their enenues Some of them had no oc- 
casion to complain of this transfer, but several of the 
prisoners who found means to escape asserted that 
many of their unfortunate companions were massacred 
and thrown out of the windows, into the streets, and 

2l3 
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eren tint alioffptt«l wUch cootAuied tome bondredi of 
tkk \n» wilfalJj cet gd fin. Thete horrid cmeltiu 
tboj impoted to the iuhtbitaott. 

In another quarter at Wilnfli more than lixteen 
thoptand of oar prlionera had already 'pemhed. The 
conrent of St Baall contained the greater mnnber 
of themt and from the 10th to the CSrd of Decetnber 
tbeee had recelred zkothn^ hnt a few hUcahi { the^ 
could not obtain eren the amalleat quantity of ^ftood 
for firing nor eren a drop of water The homing 
thint of the aurrlrori waa qnenched oniy by the inow 
found In the coorta which were coTextd orer with the 
bodiet of the dead. Thoee of the dead that coold not 
be kept any kmger in the corridort, on the atalrraaef 
or among the heapa of bodiea accnmnlated in each of 
the halUi had bem thrown ont of the windows. The 
new prfaooera who were now bitroght In ereiy Imtant 
were thmtt hto tUa Infernal abode. 

The arrlral of the emp er o r Alexander and hla bro 
ther alone pot an end to theae abominatiooa which 
had continaed for thirteen days and if ont of the 
twenty thousand of onr captire conotrymen a few 
hondr^ erentnaliy escaped, they were indebted to 
these two prin c es for their preterradon. Bat already 
the exhalations fimn so many diseased and putrid 
bodies bad giren rise to a cmel epidemic, which 
passed from the conquered to the conqaerors and 
areoged tbe treatment whldi oar troops had recelred. 
The RojtUn bowerer Ured in abundance. Onr 
magaxlDes at Smorg ony and WDna hod not been 
destroyed and they must hare found Immense coUec 
tkms of proTbloos as they followed up our mote. 

In the mean time Wittgenstein who bsd been de* 
rpUcbed against Macdonald, had descended the 
•Kiefflcn, and Tchltchikof and FUtof had foHowed 
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Murat towards Kouno, Wilkowisl\y, and Insterburg; 
out the admiral was soon aftenvards despatched to 
Thom. Finally, on the 9tli of January, Alexander 
and Kutusof arrived on the Nieraen at Merec/. 
There, being about to cross his o\vn frontier, the Rus- 
sian emperor addressed to his troops a proclamation 
quite inflated mth imager}' and comparisons, and more 
especially with commendations to which winter had a 
juster claim than his army. 


CHAPTER XI. 

It was not till the 22nd of January, and the following 
days, that the Russians arrived on the banks of the 
Vistula Dunng this veiy slow march, from the 3rd 
to the 1 1th of January, Murat had remained at Elbing. 
In this situation of difficulty that pnnce was impelled 
forward and backward, the mere sport of the elements 
in operation around him , sometimes soaring in hope 
to the skies, and sometimes sunk in the lowest abyss 
of anxiety and despondence 

He had just fled from Komgsberg in a state of 
complete dejection, when this suspension of the march 
of the Russians, and the junction of Macdonald, whose 
forces had been doubled by his reunion with Heudelet 
and Cavaignac, elated him suddenly ivith extravagant 
hopes He who the day before had conceived that 
all was lost was now disposed to assume the ofFensive, 
and immediately made arrangements accordingly Foi 
his mind was of the order of those which are deciding 
and of course changing every mstant On that day 
he determined to push on against the enemy, and on 
the next, to betake himself to flight as far as Posen., 
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This last detennlnatlon vna not adopted Trlthcrat 
auffioent ground The rmllying of th« annj ontha 
Vistula bad been ineffecti^ and niusory The old 
guard reckoned at most onlf fire hundred effective 
men the young guard acarceljr any the hrst corps 
eighteen hundred the second a thousand; the third 
•ixteen hundred the fourth seventeen hundred and 
the greater nomber even of those were scarcely able 
to make use of their arms 

In this state of debQity the two wings having just 
detached themselree from ua Auatna and Prussia Ixtth 
fAUlng os at once, Poland became a snare In which we 
might be suddenly enclosed. Napoleon moreover 
who never could consent to any cession, was deter 
mlised to defend Danbdo aU that were capable of 
aeryiee therefore, must neceasarlly be thrown Into 
that place. 

Besides If we must disclose the real state of things, 
when Murat, at Elblng conceived the Intention of 
leorganl^ng the army and even Indulged himself In 
dreams of victory he found that the greater number of 
the chiefi themtelres were exhausted and disheartened. 
MUfbrtune which naturally leads men to be appre* 
henilve of every thli^ and at length to behtve all 
that they apprehend, had made a deep impression on 
their feeling Already several had become anxious 
about their rank, about their grades, about the estatea 
they possessed in the conquered countries j and the 
asibitloD of most of them extended no farther than 
to the repatsiog of the Rhine. 

As to the recruits that were arriving they were 
men collected from several cations of Oermany In 
order to join ns they bid to pats through the Prat 
sian states, from which were now rising exhalstlons of 
fierce and bitter hatred As they drew near us they 
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met ■with desponding looks and disgusting rout , and 
on entering the line, instead of being mixed up 
•\nth and supported by veteran soldiers, they found 
themselves obliged to contend single-handed against 
all the scourges of unsuccessful warfare in defence 
of a cause abandoned by those most interested in its 
success Accordingly, the greater part of these Ger- 
mans deserted in the course of their first bivouac. 

On seeing the distress and disasters of the army 
which had returned from Moscow, the tried vete- 
ran troops of Macdonald were themselves shaken. 
However, this corps d'armte, and the newly raised 
division of d’Heudelet preserved their compactness 
and disciplme. All that remained were now as soon 
as possible to be united at Dantzic, which m a short 
time enclosed within its walls thirty-five thousand 
soldiers of seventeen different nations Tlie rest of 
the scattered troops, consisting only of a small number, 
were to commence rallying when they arrived at 
Posen and the Oder 

Thus far, then, it was scarcely possible for the king 
of Naples to have regulated our retreating and routed 
army to better advantage But at the moment when 
he was passing through Marienwerder to go on to 
Posen, a letter from Naples arrived, which again 
upset all his resolutions The impression made on 
him by it was violent , and, as he proceeded in read- 
ing, the bile so evidently and instantaneously mingled 
with his blood, that in a few moments his face exhi- 
bited the appearance of complete jaundice 

It seems that an act of government which the queen 
had permitted herself to authorize had wounded him 
in one of the most susceptible of his passions The 
charms of that princess, great as they were, excited 
but little of hiB jealousy , but of his political power, he 
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WAB jealoQi is the eAtreme, Aod the qoeeo is lister 
of the emperor was the pencai of ^rhom he enter* 
tiirwi in this respect the grcitest apprrhensiom 

It ezdted no little astotdihtnent to see this prince 
who hid thni fir ippeired to ncrihce erery thing to 
military glory snffer hlmielf to be now mastered by 
f. lees noble passion. Por chinetars of i certain 
description, howerer, it teems is if there nmst be 
ilwiys one predomlmnt. 

Pesides, it was in both cues one ind the same 
ambition, inflaenclng under different forms, and under 
each of these entire and nncontroUablo u is always 
the cue with diaracters of impetnoos and Impassioned 
feeliz^ At the moment in question, his jealousy of 
his authority proraned over his loro of glory It 
Imrriod him forward njddly to Posen where soon 
after hla axTinl he abandoned ns and disappeared 

Thia defection took place on the imh of January 
twenty three days before Schwartzanberg dUeon 
nected blmielf £c^ the French amy of wUch pnnee 
£sgene aasomed the command. 

Alexander stopped the march of his troops at 
Kalitch. At thit place the violent and continued wur- 
&re which had followed ns all the way from Moscow 
relaxed and dwiadled till the advance of spring into a 
system of hostility dtfol intermitting and languid. 
The strength of the disorder seemed to be exhsosted 
but. In feet, that was the case only with the strength 
of the combatants. A greater struggle still wu in 
preparutkm and the halt allowed at Kalitch was not 
a concession made to peace but a period doToted to 
arrangements for renei^ slaoghter 
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CHAPTER XII. 

The star of tlie north thus obtained the ascendancy 
over tlmt of Napoleon. Is it then the fate of the south 
to he ever conquered by the north ’ Cannot the south 
subjugate that in its turn ? Is the success of suclt 
an attempt completely against nature ? And must the 
melancholy and frightful issue of our invasion be 
considered only as an additional proof that it is so ? 

Unquestionably the current of the human race is 
not towards the north. Their tendency and inclma- 
tion are towards the south , they turn their backs upon 
the north, and their prospects, their desires, and their 
movements are directed to the animating and all-cheer- 
ing sun. It appears to be impossible to attempt with 
impunity to stem tins grand tide of human inundation. 
To endeavour to counteract and turn it back, and con- 
fine it amidst its native ice, is a gigantic and perhaps 
impracticable enterprise The Romans exliaustedthem- 
sehes in the attempt Charlemagne, although he was 
in the height of his power when one of these overflows 
had nearly spent its strength, could Check it only for a 
few moments. The remains of the torrent, forced back 
towards the east of his empire, found a passage by 
the north, and completed the suspended devastation. 

Since that time, a thousand years have rolled away, 
a period which the inhabitants of the north required 
m order to repair the loss of so vast an emigi*ation, 
and to acquire the knowledge at present indispensable 
to a nation of conquerors During this interval, the 
Hanseatic towns judiciously opposed the introduction 
of the aits and science of war into the immense camp 
of the Scandinavians The event justified their policy. 
Scarcely had that science penetrated into it before the 
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tnole* of RottU wera Men on the Hlbe^ and ihortly 
after in Italy They then to reconnoitre H, hot 
they TrQl at a fatore period come to lettl* in it 

I>(inng the lait centary, either from feelingt o( 
philanthropy or yanity Europe eagerly concurred in 
the drilftitioa of the natiret of the north) rrhom 
Peter had already conrerted Into formidable warriort. 
She acted wlaely in thua dhnlniahing the danger of 
her being again rephmged In barhaTism altbcrogb, 
perhapa^ to ^ beck Into the darknets of the middle 
age may be now conjidered aa acaxcely poaaiMe aa 
erar la become a matter of adence in ^rhich intellect 
u fure to prerall agalnit ignorance and raccaaa in 
which moat be the reault of information aod inatruc 
tion, which natlona ctlll barbartma can acquire only 
by beco min g dTtlittd 

Bat to fbnmdmg the drUizatioD of the inhabit 
antt of the north Earope haa perhaps aecelertted the 
epoch of their new orerflow For it mnat not be 
imagined that their showy dtiea and exotic and 
forced luxury will erer keep them back or, by ren 
dering them weak and eSciuinate, either fix them in 
their natire r^iens or render them leas fbnnldaUe 
on quitting them. The luxury and loftneai thus 
enjoyed In cUmet ao rough and birbaroua can nerer 
be the prirllege of more than a few Themaaaei of 
the po^ilatbn, eonatantly increaalng under the go- 
remment of an improring adminiatratlon) will still 
suffer under the horrors of a dImate which they 
will reaemhle in rudenets and barbarism, and riew 
with constantly growli^ enry the nadrea of more 
genial terrttoriet aadthe luTaakiaof the south by the 
north recommenced by Catherine n will that contLnne 

AVho in fact can flatter bimtalf that the grand 
struggle of the north against the south la at an end ? 
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Is this Struggle in reality any thing else than an 
exhibition upon an immense scale of that war of 
privation against enjo}Tnent, that eternal conflict of 
the poor against the nch, whicli fastens on the vitals 
of every empire ? 

"IVhatever, my dear companions, might he the 
motives of oui expedition, it was in this respect at 
least of consequence to Europe. Its object was to 
^vrest Poland, from Russia, its successful result 
would have been to retard the danger of a new inva- 
sion from the north, to weaken the torrent, and.' 
oppose to It a new dike , and how great a man, and 
what peculiarly favourable circumstances were com- 
bined to promote the success of so grand an enterprise I 

After fifteen hundred years of victories, the revo- 
lution of the fourth century, that of kings and nobles 
against nations, had just been surpassed by the revo- 
lution of the nineteenth, that of nations against 
nobles and kings Napoleon was born of this con- 
flagration He appeared so completely to .regulate 
and master it that the whole momentous convulsion 
seemed only to be a natural accompaniment to the 
birth of so great a man. He commanded the Revo- 
lution as if he had been the gemus of that dreadful 
element To his voice she bowed submissively. 
Ashamed of her excesses, she looked upon him at 
once as her offsprmg and her pnde, and identifying 
herself with his glory she umted Europe under lus 
sceptre, and, obedient Europe marched at his signal 
to drive back Russia withm her ancient limits It 
seemed as if the North was about to be conquered, in 
his turn, even amidst his icy deserts 

Yet this highly distinguished man, under even 
such highly propitious circumstances, was unable to 
prevail against nature ' In the powerfhl effort which 

Von. n 2 k 
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lie made to ascend that iteep accUritj hovr nrach 
force TTifl still Tsantiiig I After reaching the froien 
regkmi of Enropet he trms there hurled from all Uls 
deration ! And the North, notoiioos orer the 
Sooth in its defendre condlct as It was in the mfrl 
die age in its trar for conquest, now contlders Itself 
both tmassallchle and Irreslstihle. 

Do not, howerer my dear comrades beUere this ' 
That soil that boondless territory that climate, that 
roogh, feromoaa, and gigantic nature joa might hare 
triomiihed orer as yon aotnally triumphed orer Rut 
sun soldiers } 

Bat some errors were punished by serere calami- 
ties. I hare related both. On that sea of erils I 
hare raised a gkxnny watch tower exhibiting a 
monmfal and bloodHrbsiced light } and if my weak 
hand has not been folly adequate to the execntion 
at least 1 shall bare exhibited onr floating wrecks that 
those who come after na may see and avoid the catzses 
of onr ruin. 

hly task mydear companions, b DOW finished and 
it belongs to you to glre your testimony with respect 
to the correctness of the picture. Its coloors will 
undoubtedly appear to you faint and feeble, filled as 
your minds must still be with the recollection of 
events so deeply impretflro. Yon aD howerer well 
know that action b always more eloquent than Dim 
tm, and that if great l^torians are made by great 
men they are eren still more rarely to be met with. 














